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Introducing the BlackM 


DataMax NavCon, the gauge with an 
amazing seven sources of information, tells 
you where you've been, where you’re going 
and now tells you how you're going to get 
there. With Style! 

BlackMax, in the spirit of the black 
stallion. BlackMax, as contemporary as the 
turbo. The gauge that’s pure performance, 
redefines the essentials and opens the realm of 
innerspace. 

Maximize your next diving experience. See 
the BlackMax at your favorite dive store and 
want one. | 

Oceanic wrote the book on what’s new in 
diving. For a copy of our beautiful 38 page 
catalog, send $4.00 to Oceanic USA, 14275 
Catalina St., San Leandro, California 94577. 


415-352-5001 








DIVING ESSENTIALS REDEFINED 





In critical situations, ac- 
curacy matters above all 
else. Luckily you can rely 
on TAG- Heuer. Because 
‘TAG-Heuer stands for ex- 
ceptional Swiss quality, 
state-of-the-art technol- 

ogy and functional design. 

‘TAG-Heuer: the professional sports watch 

for a world in which a split second counts. 
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Ref.980.018 ee OF 980.020 


Professional type. Two-tone. Water-resistant to 200 
meters (660 feet). Screw-in crown. Uni-directional 
turning bezel with ratchet. 


"TAG -Heuer. Time for action. 


Heuer Time & Electronics Corp. 960 S. Springfield 
Ave., Springfield, NJ 07081 (201) 467-1890. 

West Coast: 1900 Ave. of the Stars, Century City, 
CA 90067 (213) 556-8208. 
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Airlines have a way of manhandling baggage which is not ~_ 
exactly in the best interest of the traveling diver. The new _ 
SeaStyle 1873 Converta-Pac is designed to help insure - 
the safe arrival of expensive equipment to your favorite’ ~*~ 
out-of-the-way dive site. Re: nga 





SUer-e te Vem Goiusate ale 
features a removable, 

seyele (elcXe ma ctolel rat ce)amerelom darcy 
can be carried on board the 
plane for safe keeping. The 
padded shoulder straps and 
perfect gear organization 
make you the envy of all 
travelers lugging heavy 
luggage throuah the jetport. 


Padded shoulder straps 
Cicoluvme lei are) m-j(el el ance) 
avoid baggage machinery. 


| euellkum prevere(=romear-tie 
fereyealoresaceetaelar-lalcmatete 
pockets insure 
protection for sensitive 
gear. 


é Try on the all new Converta-Pac at 
a — 7 ie your favorite pro-dive store. While 
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A diver uses twin strobes to photograph a friendly Nassau grouper on a Bahamas reef. For more on the reefs, 
wrecks, walls and colorful marine life in this area, plus the topside attractions, see page 47. Photo/Stephen Frink. 
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You have more mobility, conve- 
nience and style than ever with the 
Dacor HTS Seachute. It's easy to get 
on and off and is less bulky in or out 
of the water. The DACOR HTS elimi- 
nates unnecessary chest flotation. 
Buoyancy control is shifted and 
balanced lower on the torso allowing 
a more natural horizontal trim while 
swimming, but when on the surface 
you will float higher in the water. 


Built-in Quick 
Over Pressure Purge Valve 
Relief Vaive 










Torso Back pad 
relieves spinal 
pressure and 
provides greater 
comfort. 


Anatomically 
Cut Shoulder 



















Reinforced 
Shoulder 
Adjustment 
Straps 


VIS-S Power 
Inflator 






Band Back 
with Newly 
Redesigned 
“™ CAM Action 






Additional 
Second Stage 
Holder with 


Identification ay 


Band 


Holder 


Inside Pocket 
Quick Release Key Ring 


Chest Strap 


"D" Ring on 
Each Side 


Velcro Slanted Pocket 
Stabilizing with Zipper 
Band Closure for 


Mesh Drain Added Security 









COLOR COORDINATE YOUR 

SEACHUTE TO ALL YOUR GEAR WITH 
DACOR'S EXCLUSIVE 
LINE OF 


DACOR CORPORATION 


161 Northfield Road, Northfield, IL 60093 
Phone (312) 446-9555 









With no chest restrictions, you 
feel more freedom and Nave better 
access to buckles, adjustable straps 
and pockets. You are assured the 
best possible fit with easy to adjust 
shoulder straps and newly rede- 
signed stabilizing waistband. 





Urethane 

backed nylon 
material provides 

superior strength 
and abrasion 
resistance. 





». Provides @ 
= less drag ¢ a. )* 
1 and easier” “<— 
» access to Bae 
controls. 



































BY PAUL J. TZIMOULIS 


THE FAULT 
WITH FAT 


ost Americans are overfat. This con- 
dition comes with age and too much 
good living. It is a national disease. There 
is a difference between overfat and over- 
weight. If you are overweight, you are 
probably overfat as well. However, you 
can be overfat without being overweight. 
As we grow older, we become more 
sedentary and less inclined to exercise. 
The pressures of work and family life help 
to create a no exercise rut. At age 20 the 
average athletic male has a body fat con- 
tent of approximately 20 percent. This is 


-Youca 





Available in 6.5mm 
and 3.0mm with 
step-thru jacket 

and Farmer John. 


Waterlight ankle 
and wrist seals 
(6.5mm Newport) 


Vien's Newport 


~ SeaQuest wetsuits. 


“Tailored Design Concept” 
fits a wide range 
of body styles. 


ideal. By age 40, the same male normally 
has a body fat content of 30 percent and 
it gets worse as time goes on. Muscle tis- 
sue diminishes and fat expands. 

Since half the readers of SKIN DIVER 
are over the age of 30, it is logical to sus- 
pect that overfatness could be a major 
problem. If you are overfat, there is a 
good chance you are unfit for strenuous 
physical activity. This includes diving. 

There are many medical problems con- 
nected with overweight and overfat—in- 
cluding diabetes, hypertension, heart dis- 
ease, etc. We won’t go into these at this 
time. But, here is how overfat can directly 
affect your diving: 

Fat floats. Toss a pat of margarine into 
a bowl of water and you will see that it 
floats. Margarine is almost pure fat, just 
like the fat cells in your body. When a div- 
er becomes overfat there is a greater ten- 
dency to float. Overfat divers always 
seem to have difficulty descending or 
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Matching hoods 
feature skin-in 
face seals for 
optimum warmth 
, and comfort. 
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Seams glued and 
sewn on both sides _— 

to prevent separation 

and water leakage. 


Lycra binding on , 
all exposed edges. 


Women's Capri 





staying down in shallow water. This extra 
effort uses more energy and results in 
greater fatigue. The net result is the need 
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t SeaQuest, we take a different 

tack to designing wetsuits. 
While some wetsuits are made to be 
seen, SeaQuest wetsuits are also made 
to be worn. 

Which you ll notice the moment you 
put one on. 

That's because we cut our fabric for 
maximum comfort and durability. Not 
maximum economy. 

And SeaQuest wetsuits feature 
high-density neoprene and ultra- 
plush lining for superior in- 

Sulation and extra warmth. 

Plus knee and spine pads. 
We may use up a little more 
material our way, but we have a 
simple philosophy. 

When it comes to diving comfort, 
you cant cut corners. 
SeaQuest, Inc. 

2151-F Las Palmas Drive 
Carlsbad, CA 92009 
(619) 438-1101 
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to wear more weight. 

The amount of lead on most weight- 
belts increases over the years. Some div- 
ers | know wear in excess of 30 pounds. 
This kind of load exerts greatest stress 
when the diver is exiting the water or 
moving around on the boat deck or 
beach. This stress can result in back- 
aches or increased fatigue. 

Another possible side effect of this in- 
creased weightbelt load is the risk of 
muscle strain or injury to joints. Divers 
carrying too much weight are easily 
thrown off balance on a rocking boat and 
can cause themselves (and others) inju- 
ry. Shed the fat and you can shed the ex- 
tra lead on your weightbelt. 

Another major diving problem connect- 
ed with fat is the bends. It has often been 
stated in medical literature that there is a 
direct correlation between the risk of 
bends and being overfat. 

The U.S. Navy Diving Manual states 
that fatty tissue in the body will absorb 
about five times as much nitrogen as will 
watery tissues. An overfat diver will ab- 
sorb a great deal more nitrogen than a 
lean diver and thus become an over- 
loaded fizz bomb waiting to go off. 

Since an overfat diver is likely to be out 
of condition, this person's circulatory sys- 
tem may not be functioning at 100 per- 


Factory pressurized, 
closed-system design 
never loses air, 

never needs pumping. 


Pneumatic design packs 
far more power than 
similar-sized sling guns. 


cent. Blood circulation is critical to re- 
moving dissolved nitrogen from fat tissue 
and preventing the formation of bends in- 
ducing bubbles. 

While we may not have all the answers, 
it seems reasonable to conclude the re- 
duction of fat and improvement of physi- 
cal fitness can reduce the chance of get- 
ting the bends. 

The best way to eliminate overfat is to 
exercise. You can reduce overweight by 
diet, but it takes muscle activity to elimi- 
nate overfat. 

The best type of exercise for overfat is 
aerobic. The most common types of aer- 
obic exercise include walking, jogging, 
bicycling, running, rowing, cross-country 
skiing, jumping rope, roller skating or 
dancing. Activities that do not qualify as 
aerobic include tennis, golf, racquetball, 
weightlifting, etc. 

In order to be aerobic, the exercise 
must be sustained for a minimum of 12 to 
20 minutes. It is 12 minutes for the most 
strenuous forms (running) and 20 min- 
utes for the milder forms (walking). The 
length of time is the most important as- 
pect of the exercise. 

Aerobic exercise improves the fat 
burning efficiency of your muscles. Other 
benefits include improved circulatory and 
respiratory performance and the direct 


for confined 
or open areas. 
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~ Shaft retainers for 
convenient storage. 


Spear shaft is held 

in line, under power, 
the entire length of 

the barrel for maximum 
accuracy and power. 


Full 2-year guarantee. 


burning off of a few calories. 

If you are interested in getting the fat 
out of your body and beginning an exer- 
cise program that will produce the de- 
sired effect, buy yourself a copy of the 
book Fit or Fat? by Covert Bailey. This 
excellent 107 page booklet is available in 
paperback form. It is published by the 
Houghton Mifflin Company and is avail- 
able in book stores. 

Next, start your own simple program of 
regular exercise three to four times per 
week. If you feel totally out of shape, be- 
gin with walking for 20 minutes. As the 
weeks go on, increase your walking pace 
to maximum speed and then increase the 
duration of your walk from 20 to 30 min- 
utes or more. 

In the meantime, see your doctor for a 
complete physical before embarking ona 
more strenuous program of aerobics. If 
the doc says you're OK, you can proceed 
with a more ambitious program of jog- 
ging, bicycling and so on. 

You may also want to consider joining 
a health club to engage in a more formal- 
ized aerobic program under professional 
supervision. Exercise is always easier 
when done with the support of a pro and 
in the company of a group. The most im- 
portant thing is to start now and get the 
fat Out. > 
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ares pneumatic guns were 
designed with one goal in mind. 

To help you take your best shot. 
Every shot. 

Inch for inch, they're the most 
powerful, most accurate guns around. 
Up to 150% more powerful than con- 
ventional sling guns. 

Power made possible by a design 
that uses every inch of the barrel for 
Shaft thrust. 

With no sling vibration. No rubbers 
to untangle. 

Mares guns are also remarkably easy 
to use. And tough under fire. So they 
cost less to maintain and repair than 
sling guns. 

Mares. The top gun in 
spearfishing. 

SeaQuest, Inc. 
2151-F Las Palmas Drive 


Carisbad, CA 92009 
(619) 438-1101 

















SEA ROVERS CLINIC 

The Boston Sea Rovers will present their 
33rd annual Underwater Clinic in Boston, Mas- 
sachusetts March 7. The nighttime program 
will be held at John Hancock Hall and a meet 
the speaker party will follow. T. Walker Lloyd, 
oceanographic consultant to Rolex USA, will 
be MC and Dr. Robert Ballard, chief scientist 
at Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, will 
be the featured speaker. 

The daytime program will be held at the 
Copley Plaza Hotel. There will be many exhib- 
its. For information contact Bunky Hodge, 174 
Beech St., Rockland, MA 02370. > 


CALIFORNIA PHOTOGRAPHIC 
COMPETITION 


A Nikonos 20mm lens is the best of show 
prize in the first annual California Photographic 
Competition sponsored by the Channel Islands 
Underwater Photographic Society. Categories 
include prints and slides in macro and wide 
angle, but these photos must have been taken 
in California. Winning photos will be presented 
at the Cl UPS film festival March 7 at the Port 
Hueneme Cultural Center. Jack McKenney is 
MC for the event. 

For information contact Jim Perry, Channel 
Islands Underwater Photographic Society, 
P.O. Box 6901, Oxnard, CA 93031. >. 


ATHENS FILM FESTIVAL 

The Underwater Research Society of Ath- 
ens, Greece will present its fourth International 
Festival of Underwater Film and Photography 
March 20-22 in Athens. Films from various or- 
ganizations and individuals will be presented 
with themes on marine biology, deepsea drill- 
ing, underwater archaeology, diving medicine 
and more. For information contact the Under- 
water Research Society, 13-15, Dioharous 
Str., 16121, Athens, Hellas; telephone 
(Greece) 72-47-638. rs» 


BENEATH THE SEA 

The 11th annual Greater New York Under- 
water Exposition—Beneath the Sea—will be 
held March 27-29 at the Marriott Hotel, Tarry- 
town, New York. There will be exhibits, semi- 
nars for divers and nondivers and workshops 
for U/W photographers, wreck divers and in- 
structors. The evening film festival (at Mary- 
mount College) will feature TV personality 
Storm Field. There will be an underwater photo 
contest, fin swimming championships, a ma- 
rine poster contest for children, fashion show 
and special rescue seminar. 

For information contact Beneath the Sea, 
P.O. Box 644, Rye, New York 10580; (914) 
961-2088 (evenings). > 


CHOCOLATE ABALONE DIVE 

Aquarius Dive Shop of Monterey, California 
will host its third annual California Chocolate 
Abalone Dive March 28 in Monterey. Six inch 
long chocolate abalone are sealed in plastic 
and placed underwater. Divers collect the abs 
and later, onshore, collect prizes correspond- 
ing to a number on their catch. 

Registration is $15 and forms are available 
at dive shops in Northern and Central Califor- 
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nia. Participants must be certified divers or 
they must free dive during the contest. 

Pre-registration is encouraged. For more in- 
formation contact Aquarius Dive Shop, 2240 
Del Monte Avenue, Monterey, CA 93940; 
(408) 375-1933. >. 


NACD WORKSHOP 

The National Association for Cave Diving 
(NACD) will host its sixth semi-annual work- 
shop March 28-29 at Manatee Springs State 
Park, near Chiefland, Florida (Saturday) and 
Ginnie Springs (Sunday). The workshop is 
presented to educate scuba diving leaders 
about the growing sport of cave and cavern 
diving—and the great need for specialized 
training before such dives are attempted. 

The cost of workshop is $60 when register- 
ing by mail and $75 thereafter and includes 
NACD cavern diver certification plus the dive 
fee at Ginnie Springs. 

For information contact NACD, P.O. Box 
14492, Gainesville, Florida 32604 or call Judy 
Bauer (904) 495-9500. > 


UNDERWATER CANADA ’87 

The 15th anniversary edition of Underwater 
Canada will be held April 3-5 at the Constella- 
tion Hotel in Toronto, Canada. The event will 
feature 150 exhibits, lectures, hands-on work- 
shops, a divers’ casino, two dances and Stan 
Waterman hosting a special film show. 

For information contact Underwater Canada 
’°87, 1220 Sheppard Avenue East, Willowdale, 
Ontario M2K 2X1; (416) 495-4245. »ae 


WORLD U/W PHOTO CONTEST 

The South Florida Underwater Photography 
Society is seeking entries for its fourth annual 
World Underwater Photography Competition, 
which will be held in conjunction with Oceans 
Miami Month and the Ocean Expo ‘87 Film 
Festival at Planet Ocean in Miami, Florida 
April 4-5. More than $5,000 in prizes plus 
plaques and ribbions will be awarded winners 
in the categories of macro, close-up, close fo- 
cus-wide angle, wide angle and fresh water. 
Entries must be received by March 10. 

For information contact South Florida Un- 
derwater Photography Society, 1141 NE 
142nd Street, North Miami, Florida 33161. > 


TOPSIDE PHOTO CONTEST 

Ocean Expo Productions will present its 
1987 International Photography Contest in 
conjunction with Oceans Miami Month and the 
Ocean Expo ’87 Film Festival held at Planet 
Ocean in Miami, Florida April 4-5. Sea related 
topside photos must be received by March 10. 

For information contact Ocean Expo Pro- 
ductions, 1141 NE 142nd Street, North Miami, 
Florida, 33161. > 


SCUBA FAIR 

Aqua Addicts Dive Club of Northwest Ohio 
is sponsoring a Scuba Fair April 11 from 2:00- 
7:00 pm. There will be displays and seminars. 
Dave Trotter will be the featured speaker. For 
information and the fair location contact Dave 
Schiefer, Rt. 3, Montpelier, Ohio 43543; (419) 
485-5059. > 
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TURBO SUNDANCE. 
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he Ship of Fools has sailed again and 

met its usual fate: sunk for lack of in- 
terest—the ninth sinking since 1979! Its 
worm-eaten cargo, the Abandoned Ship- 
wreck act (H.R. 3558) was deep-sixed 
when the 99th Congress adjourned with- 
out acting on it. The captains of the ship— 
Congressmen Wright from Texas and 
Bennett from Florida—went down again 
with their deranged vessel, something to 
which they’ve grown accustomed. 

Senator Lowell Weicker from Connecti- 
cut signed on as first mate and intro- 
duced a Senate version of the’ Aban- 
doned Shipwreck Act (S-2569). Weicker 
is the one who, in 1978, proposed that 
the U-352 (a popular wreck for sport div- 
ers, sunk off North Carolina) be blown up 
in order to protect divers from munitions 
left aboard it. The inference was that 
sport divers didn’t have enough sense to 
leave the munition alone. Sport divers 
banded together to preserve their rights 
to dive the wreck they discovered, and 
won the battle—just like they're doing in 
the skirmish against the Abandoned 
Shipwreck Act. Weicker doesn’t belong 
aboard the Ship of Fools and | doubt he'll 
sign on for the next voyage. The Texas 
clan of politicians and purist, land-locked 
archaeologists had gotten to him, but he 
realized the frustrations involved in going 
to bat for them and had enough savvy to 
back off and move onto more important 
issues, such as fighting the disposal of 
radioactive wastes in the oceans. 

The 99th Congress passed a Sweeping 
reform of the federal tax code. It consid- 
ered a host of foreign policy issues, 
passed an immigration bill, reauthorized 
the clean-up of toxic wastes and enacted 
an anti-drug bill. Its pace was frenzied but 
productive and nowhere along the way 
did anybody push for passage of the 
Abandoned Shipwreck Act. 

Big Brother, led by the captains of the 
Ship of Fools, is putting his arm around 
our shoulders and saying: “‘Be good 
boys and girls. Trust us. We're doing 
what’s good for you and the people of 
America. Just go along with this bill and 
everything will be fine.”’ 

It will be fine for the bureaucrats and a 
catastrophe for salvors and sport divers. 
The Abandoned Shipwreck Act is aimed 
at restricting and controlling underwater 
archeaological and historical research 
voluntarily undertaken by professional 
and avocational divers in the United 
States. It unconditionally gives the states 
ownership of a certain ambiguously de- 
fined category of abandoned shipwrecks. 
It would be a law originating within the 
federal government and handed over, 
carte blanche to the states! 

lf divers are prohibited from salvaging 
old wrecks, many of these vessels will 
deteriorate on the seabed until all historic 
records and artifacts are lost. The states 
and federal government do not have the 
money nor the manpower to salvage all 
the wrecks they would prevent enterpris- 
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ing divers from exploring and excavating 
archaeologically. The states don't have 
necessary added revenues to enforce the 
act and the federal government isn’t 
about to cough it up. 

Some bureaucrats have created a boo- 
gey man under the guise of looting. This 
is a false premise and one that has been 
attacked repeatedly by the Atlantic Allli- 
ance for Maritime Heritage Conservation. 
A non-profit organization that fights for 
sport divers’ and salvors’ rights to free 
enterprise, the Atlantic Alliance also 
teaches and promotes proper underwa- 
ter archaeological techniques and pres- 
ervation processes. It continues to con- 
duct workshops and seminars. Many 


uld deteriorat 


thanks to Charlie McKinney, Duncan Ma- 
thewson, Bob Fleming, Joyce Hayward, 
Jim Jenney, Pam Warner, Howard Tower 
and others for their untiring efforts in 
fighting unjustified diver restrictions and 

educating divers at many workshops. 
Alliance efforts are directed toward 
fighting the politics of distortion that ema- 
nate from Washington. This phenomenon 
results in a few arrogant politicians—who 
Know little about living or archaeology— 
leaping on a bandwagon for their own 
benefit. Their motives can be spelled in 
two words: j-e-a-l-O-u-S-y and p-O-w-e-r. 
They are jealous of the accomplishments, 
acclaim and riches acquired by salvors 
(Continued on Page 32) 
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Want to work in the diving 
industry? Come to the world’ best 
commercial diving school... 


Pe ee et ne ee ee a 
/ 4 


i 


Photos by LARRY CUSHMAN 
About a third of the world’s entry-level professional divers are trained 
at the Ocean Corporation in Houston. We’re the biggest and the best...and 
the commercial diving companies in our area know it. Last year more than 


(‘ome CO 50 different diving companies hired our people. 


If you are interested in becoming a professional diver, remember these 
facts about the Ocean Corporation. 


Ho US ton | We teach everything you need to know to immediately go to work. 
We run complete night courses as well as our regular day classes. 


We have the largest full-time training staff of any diving 

school...anywhere. 

Most of our instructors are active inshore and offshore commercial 

divers. 

We pioneered bell diver training, in-house welding training, ASNT- 

level inspection diver training and Diver Medic certification. 

We have our own diving division which performs specialized industrial 

diving operations, such as underwater NDT inspection and nuclear 

powerplant repair work. 

We have a fine climate and good living conditions. Nearby apartment 

sharing and part-time jobs are readily available. 

We'll help you get your first diving job. 

Remember, all commercial diving schools are not alike. Check them 
out. Visit the school if you can. Look for real commercial diving professional- 
ism and reputation, adequate facilities and equipment, experienced instructor 
staff, decent housing and living conditions, and, probably most important to 
you, ask them how they plan to help you get your first job in the commercial 
diving industry. 

If you want to be a professional diver, contact our Admissions Depart- 
ment. You'll be glad you did. 


CALL TOLL FREE: 1-(800) 321-0298 


(TEXAS RESIDENTS CALL (713) 661-0033 COLLECT) 
(ASK ABOUT TUITION DISCOUNTS FOR CERTIFIED DIVERS AND INSTRUCTORS) 


TheQcveanCorporation 


5709 Glenmont Houston, Texas 77081 
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‘j ics: are made from the most 

orrosion resistant alloy anywhere. No 
_ one else has it. But then, no one 
_ else takes the time to cast their 
own aluminum. It assures reliable 
results, consistent quality and 
longer engine life. And Mariner's 
beauty is more than skin deep. 
We make all our driveshafts, 
propshafts and other internal 
engine parts from corrosion-proof 
stainless steel. 

Then we put Mariners 
through our own EDP (electro- 
deposition) protection process. 

It electrically bonds an 


OILINJECTED © 


epoxy coating to the metal, similar to the way auto 
manufacturers electro-plate metal. It guarantees every 
square inch that touches saltwater is protected from 
corrosion, inside and out. On top of that, we apply 

a 14 step baked enamel paint finish. Then, we actually 
invite corrosion. 

Every Mariner is equipped with a replaceable zinc 
anode on the lower unit that attracts corrosion causing 
elements. It corrodes instead of your 
outboard. And it gives your Mariner 

a longer life expectancy in the sea. 

Make sure you get an 

outboard that isn’t just bait in 
saltwater. Get a Mariner. See 
the complete line of Mariner 
Outboards at your Mariner dealer. 
For the name of a dealer near you, 
write: Mariner, 1939 Pioneer Rd.., 
Dept. SW, Fond du Lac, WI 54935. 


2 ‘ 
io MARINER 
BETTER IN THE LONG RUN. 
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Many divers are greatly surprised 
the first time they must pass 
through the surf to go diving. Even 
those with surf experience in one 
area are often surprised at the 
difference in technique used in 
another area. Test your knowledge 
of this special skill via the following 
questions. The answers are on the 
following page. 


1. The surf zone is the area: 

[_] A. Where the waves are breaking 

[_] B. From where waves begin to 
break to the shore 

[_] C. Extending from a depth of two 
feet to a depth of ten feet 

[_] D. From where waves begin to 
break and backrush ends 


2. During surf passages a diver’s 
buoyancy compensator should be: 
[_] A. Deflated 

[-] B. Partially inflated 

[_] C. Half inflated 

[_] D. Removed 


3. Immediately after a wave breaks, 
a diver’s buoyancy will be it 
was before the wave broke. 

[_] A. Greater than 

[_] B. Less than 

[_] C. The same as 





4. During surf passages a diver’s 
regulator should be: 

[_] A. In the mouth 

[_] B. Held in the hand 

[_] C. Lying over the right shoulder 
[_] D. None of the above 


5. A diver should hold his/her mask 
firmly on the face: 





Category: 
Diving Skills 





Topic: Surf Passages 
By Dennis Graver 


[_] A. With fingers spread for visibility 

[_] B. At all times while in the surf zone 

[_] C. Until clear of the water when 
exiting 

[_] D. All of the above 


6. During surf entries a surface 
float should be: 

[_] A. Beneath the diver 

[_] B. Towed by the diver 

[_] C. Pushed by the diver 

[_] D. Held aloft by the diver 


7. During surf exits a surface float 
should be: 

[_] A. Beneath the diver 

[_] B. Towed by the diver 

[_] C. Pushed by the diver 

[_] D. Held aloft by the diver 


8. A diver should usually lie down 
and begin swimming when the water 
is: 

[_] A. Knee deep 

[_] B. Thigh deep 

[_] C. Waist deep 

[_] D. Chest deep 


9. The optimum standing position 
for a diver entering the surf is: 

[_] A. Facing the surf 

[-] B. Facing away from the surf 

[_] C. Sideways to the surf 

[_] D. None of the above 


10. During surf entries and exits a 

diver’s feet should: 

[_] A. Touch the bottom as little as 
possible 

[_] B. Be shuffled along the bottom 

[_] C. Be kept spread apart when 
standing 

[_] D. All of the above 


11. Which of the following 

passages is most difficult: 

[_] A. An entry through rolling breakers 

(_] B. An exit through rolling breakers 

[-] C. An exit through plunging breakers 

[-] D. An entry through plunging 
breakers 


12. Crawling is recommended: 

[_] A. For all surf exits 

(_] B. For steep surf exits 

[_] C. For those inexperienced in surf 
exits 

[-] D. Whenever standing exits are 
difficult 


13. Which of the following 

statements is false: 

[_] A. Surf exits can be more difficult 
than entries 

[_] B. Divers should not stop in the surf 
zone 

[_] C. Fins should be donned before all 
surf entries 

[_] D. Spearguns should be held 
parallel to shore during surf exits 


14. True or False: There are no 
special equipment considerations 
for diving in surf. 

[_] A. True 

[_] B. False 


15. Which of the following 

statements is true: 

[_] A. Duck under incoming waves 
when exiting from surf 

[_] B. The time between waves should 
be measured prior to making a 
surf entry 

[_] C. Incoming waves must be 
watched during entries, but not 
during exits 

[_] D. All of the above statements are 
false 
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1. B. From where waves begin to 
break to the shore. This area is also 
sometimes referred to as the surf line. 
The zone can be very narrow on steep 
beaches or very wide on shallow, slop- 
ing beaches. It is important to be famil- 
iar with the term. When you are in- 
structed not to stop in the surf zone, 
you need to know what that means. 


2. A or B. Deflated or partially 
inflated. During entries you should 
swim beneath waves and during exits 
you must avoid riding the tops of 
breaking waves or you could go “over 
the falls.” If you are properly weighted 
for diving (neutral), your BC should not 
need to be inflated for a surf passage. 


3. B. Less than. When a wave 

breaks, it aerates the water. This 
makes the water less dense. Since 
buoyancy is related to the weight of 
the water displaced, buoyancy is de- 
creased when the water being dis- 
placed weighs less. The duration of 
this reduction in buoyancy is only a few 
seconds, but it can be alarming to the 
uninformed. 


4. A. In the mouth. There are good 
reasons for keeping the regulator in 
the mouth, not the least of which is to 
keep sand out of the regulator. There 
is a great deal of sand and silt in sus- 
pension in surf. It is also easier to 
breathe from the regulator (than snor- 
kel) and you are less likely to choke. 
The surf zone is no place for a diver to 
have a choking fit. 


5. D. All of the above. A mask lost in 
the surf is extremely difficult to locate. 
Develop the habit of holding your mask 
at all times while in the surf zone. 
Lines to prevent loss can be danger- 
ous and their use is discouraged. Wear 
the strap lower than usual and your 
mask will tend to fall around your neck 
instead of flipping off your head. 
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_ Answers: Surf Passages 


6. B. Towed by the diver. A diver 
should pass beneath oncoming waves 
during entries, so the float must be 
towed. Be prepared for a strong tug af- 
ter a wave passes over you and strikes 
the surface float. Don’t tie the line to 
yourself and keep it fairly short. Be 
sure your divers down flag is well se- 
cured or the surf will strip it from its 
staff. 


7. C. Pushed by the diver. When ap- 
proaching shore in surf, hold the float 
by its tow line and push it ahead. 
When a wave catches the float, hold 
onto the line, but not the float. If nec- 
essary, you can release the float and 
allow it to surf to shore, but it will re- 
quire some extra effort to retrieve. Cau- 
tion: Do not ride your float to shore. 


8. A. Knee deep. The less time spent 
upright in the surf zone, the better. 
Start swimming as soon as possible. If 
you are lying down you can’t fall down. 
Pull yourself along with your hands 
whenever possible. Use very short kick 
strokes until deeper water is reached. 
Buoyancy will be needed for rocky 
areas. Surf passages over rocks re- 
quire special training. 


9. C. Sideways to the surf. In some 
areas and under certain conditions, it is 
appropriate to wade some distance in 
the surf zone. When this is the case, 
there is greater stability when you ‘‘put 
a shoulder” into a wave than when you 
present your entire back to it. Avoid 
facing oncoming waves while standing 
in the surf zone. 


10. D. All of the above. If you must 
wade, shuffle your feet to avoid step- 
ping on rays, urchins, etc. and to de- 
tect holes, rocks, etc. AS waves ap- 
proach, stop moving and position your 
feet fairly far apart for stability. Keep 
your knees bent. It is still generally bet- 
ter to swim through surf than to wade 
through it. 


11. C. An exit through plunging 
breakers. This may vary with circum- 
stances, but my experience has proven 
that the steepness of the beach, the 
strength of the backwash, the sudden- 
ess of the break and other factors 
make exits through plunging breakers 
the most difficult surf passage. 


12. D. Whenever standing exits are 
difficult. If there is a chance you will 
fall or get knocked down, stay down. 
Crawling provides four-point stability 
and should be used on steep beaches 
when exiting, but that’s not the only 
time it is appropriate. Remember to 
avoid allowing extra second stages to 
drag when crawling. 


13. C. Fins should be donned 
before all surf entries. Techniques 
vary with the area. Wading without fins 
may be essential at some sites. At oth- 
ers it may be necessary to run and 
jump into the water after a wave 
breaks, slip on one fin and kick out be- 
fore the next wave breaks. You must 
learn the techniques for each area and 
its condition. 


14. B. False. Fins can be lost in 
rough surf. Divers in some areas wear 
special straps to secure them. Regula- 
tors and consoles need to be secured. 
Equipment needs extra attention owing 
to sand and grit. More durable boots 
are required than for other types of div- 
ing. Your weightbelt release must be 
positive, but such that a wave will not 
open it. 


15. B. The time between waves 
should be measured prior to making 
a surf entry. If you will count the sec- 
onds between waves while preparing to 
dive and time the interval between sets 
you will be able to negotiate the surf 
zone with greater ease and safety. 
Plan to enter between sets. When a 
wave passes over you, count to your- 
self and you will Know when to expect 
the next one. 


ls there more to surf passages than you expected? It is really a special- 
ty area all by itself. Training is definitely required. If you have never 
dived through surf, don’t attempt it without training. If you have surf ex- 
perience, be sure to get an orientation to any new condition. Finally, if 
the surf is large, don’t dive. The dive will be poor and the hazards posed 


by large surf are great. 


Bonus Information: 


1. Avoid leaving gear lying near the water’s edge in surf. 

2. Avoid equipment adjustments in the surf. Exit the water to make 
any needed adjustments, then re-enter. 

3. Avoid being parallel to incoming waves when swimming. 

4. You and your buddy can hold onto one another for stability in some 
surf conditions, but like all techniques, this isn’t always appropriate. 
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FREEDOM 


Buoyancy Compensator 


Gives you a close, 
orolsnicelatlel(-miimiuiaalelent 
putting the “squeeze” on you. 


The secret behind the new Sherwood Freedom BC is 
in the way it’s designed! When inflated, this unique 
buoyancy compensator assumes a contoured 
Shape that provides maximum comfort both in and 
out of the water. The body-hugging contoured 
design reduces drag, allowing you to move more 
freely during your dives. A real “custom” fit is 
made possible by the adjustable shoulder 

Straps, chest closure, backpack and waist 
Cummerbund suspension system. 
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M@ lravel backpack 


4, M@ Power inflator with 
hose 


W@ Integral rapid exhaust valve 
@ Stub for optional CO, inflator 
M@ Velcro” closures to retain the inflator 


— and pressure gauge hoses 
—_ Four waist-level 1/” accessory 
BE aalers 


M@ Available in four sizes: 30 Ib. (S), 
35 Ib. (M), 44 Ib. (L), 50 Ib. (XL) 


™ 


_ See the new Freedom BC wherever 
_ Sherwood Rae are sold. 


"Velcro is a trademark of Velcro USA, Inc. 


920-007 








This hyperbaric chamber is used for operator training. While hyperbaric treatment is 
available to divers, prevention of DCS by proper use of the dive tables is the best policy. 


his year the annual scientific meeting 

on diving medicine was held in Ja- 
pan. Every three years this international 
meeting is held to bring scientists and 
physicians involved in diving medicine to- 
gether to present new information on div- 
ing and the hyperbaric environment. This 
year's meeting was especially enjoyable 
because of the wonderful hospitality of 
the host, the Japanese Society for Hyper- 
baric Medicine. This was in conjunction 
with sponsorship by the Undersea Medi- 
cal Society, the U.S. Office of Naval Re- 
search, the U.S. Air Force, the Navy Re- 
search and Development Command, and 
the National Oceanographic and Atmo- 
spheric Administration (NOAA). 

The meeting was highlighted by two 
prominent speakers. The invited speaker 
for the opening session was retired admi- 
ral Motohiko Matsuda, a medical officer 
of the Japanese Marine Self Defense 
Force (equivalent to our Navy). He re- 
viewed the history of diving medicine in 
Japan and pointed out several milestones 
in the history of Japanese diving. 

The most notable diving industry in Ja- 
pan is the group called the Ama. For the 
most part these are women free divers. 
The first organized studies of breath hold 
diving were done by Japanese physiolo- 
gists who described the activities of these 
divers, their breathing and thermal pro- 
tection techniques. Their work was fol- 
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lowed by several cooperative research 
studies that involved scientists from the 
United States and other countries. Admi- 
ral Matsuda continued his review by 
bringing us up-to-date on the commercial 
deep diving industry in Japan and the re- 
cent activities of the Japan Submarine 
Medical Research Laboratories. At the 
Japanese naval base at Yokosuka, these 
have recently been equipped with hyper- 
baric chambers with depth capabilities of 
more than 1,000 feet. They are used for 
research on deep diving and saturation 
exposures. Dr. Matsuda finished with a 
discussion of a joint Japanese-American 
marine technology program. The oppor- 
tunity to hear about diving and diving re- 
search in the Far East opened new ave- 
nues for understanding and cooperation 
of diving activities around the world. 
Our other guest speaker was Dr. Her- 
mann Rahn, a world famous physiologist 
from the State University of New York at 
Buffalo. Dr. Rahn has been involved in re- 
search in environmental physiology and 
respiration for many years. He provided 
us with a review of the effects on respira- 
tion of environments as diverse as the 
deepsea and the top of Mount Everest. 
His presentation pointed out many of the 
respiratory similarities that divers, avia- 
tors, astronauts and mountain climbers 
have and the need for adapting the body 
to environments of widely varying pres- 
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sures. The research presented pointed 
out problems with decompression sick- 
ness in these three environments. 


DECOMPRESSION WORKSHOP 

Preceding the meeting by a few days 
was a workshop on decompression sick- 
ness. This was held in Tokyo and in- 
volved participants from a variety of 
countries. Of note was the review of sta- 
tistics for diving in the U.S. Navy, where 
the incidence of decompression sickness 
is well below 0.1 percent, in spite of 
some tables that have a very high inci- 
dence of decompression sickness. The 
150 foot for 60 minute air table, for exam- 
ple, has a very high incidence of decom- 
pression sickness, and divers making 
this type of dive usually decompress on 
a longer table to avoid problems. There 
is also some data suggesting that divers 
who use hot water suits, mostly commer- 
cial and military divers, have an in- 
creased risk of decompression sickness. 

There was a review of surface decom- 
pression procedures. This technique in- 
volves a rapid ascent to the surface from 
an intermediate decompression stop, 
rapid recompression in a chamber to the 
depth of the last stop, and completion of 
decompression in a chamber. The value 
of this procedure is in cases where the 
diver is at risk of injury from heavy seas, 
cold or other environmental conditions. 
The completion of decompression in a 
warm chamber with an outside support 





This chamber is used for treatment. 


crew, and sometimes an inside tender, is 
more reasonable than hanging alone in 
the seas for several hours. There are 
problems with surface decompression 
that were discussed in light of comments 
in the British press about its dangers. The 
key to safe surface decompression is the 
short (less than five minutes) surface in- 
terval that is allowed before recompres- 
sion in the chamber. This five minutes in- 
cludes the total time between leaving the 
water stop and reaching depth in the 
chamber. Obviously, the excursion must 
be done in a hurry, because it often in- 
volves a commercial diver in a full hard- 
hat rig. My diving medicine training in the 
U.S. Navy included a surface decom- 
pression dive. | may have gotten several 


(Continued on Page 70) 





Premium Model 


SialaVsisiakcss.el(eaneiy) 
The first American luxury sports sedan fo give 
Mercedes-Benz and BMW something they never expected: 
A driving lesson. 
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Tate 1 4|| Sexe [an el Kee /9011(0] 0)(- me 10(e (0 (e100 MMe] Me] 0\10/(0 GTS offers you the luxury of affordability, too. The High- 
For an American car, LeBaron GTS in this case, to chal- line model, as tested, is priced under $12,000** And whether 
lenge and beat them convincingly is remarkable. NOUN OLUN AO) M210 ~ Eo \.- 1 ACA ES Is backed by Chrysler's 5-year or 
PN aXe Bis\=n(e(eits el=10]/a 100) em akelsii(ere] fests of performance 50, sii tile Protection Plan. ' 
conducted by the U.S. Auto Club, emg & Aas TD LeBaron GTS. The sports sedan that 
LeBaron GTS* overwhelmed these [ie sa iaire.- Pew gave Mercedes 190E and ~~) 
legends. It cornered and acceler- © aes. fhe on Sn BMW 528e a driving lesson. 
olive Ma cory i-immmarelalel(-ommiat-meielolame 3 ae Ses Discover this American | \ 
quicker and stopped shorter than | oe - ~ 1 wunderkind at your Chrys- Chrysler 
Mercedes 190E and BMW 528e. = (Ii. ler-Plymouth dealer. Buckle “— 
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GTS can outperform these Germans, ‘ . esis, lh Chrysler Driving to be the best. 
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the fear out of entering freeways. Se aoa American cars and trucks.+ 


°1986 GTS with optional turbo, sports handling suspension, 15” wheels versus standard equipped Mercedes 190E and BMW 528e. **1987 GTS sticker price as tested. Excludes title, taxes 
and destination charges. tPowertrain and against outer body rust-through. See limited warranty at dealer. Restrictions apply. Based on survey of owner problems with ‘86 cars and 
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plush inside. All seams are double glued 
and blind stitched. All major seams are 
bar tacked and seam seals reinforce 
stress areas inside. The suit’s edges are 
finished with Lycra tape. 

The standard men’s Ocean Pro has a 
farmer john that closes at the shoulders 
with Velcro. There are Action-Flex (pat- 
ented in New Zealand) kneepads and a 
spine pad. The inside of the collar and 
wrists of the jacket, as well as the chest 
area of the johns, is skin neoprene to pro- 


Sharon Eatenton models the standard 
women’s Ocean Pro wetsuit and Peter 
Jensen the standard men’s model. Ocean 
Pros are available in many sizes and cuts. 


vide a good seal against water. A match- 
ing cold water hood or a hooded jacket 
are optional. This suit comes with a navy 
blue polyester body and silver yolk (chest 
area), arm stripes and wrists. The thread 
trim is red. 

The standard women’s Ocean Pro has 
farmer janes with a zipper down the front, 
spine pad and Action-Flex kneepads. The 
jacket has a French cut and skin inside 
wrists and collar. The women’s suit also 
has a hooded jacket and cold water hood 
available as options. This suit comes with 
a navy polyester torso and lavender yolk 
and wrists. 

The standard Ocean Pro in 7mm neo- 
prene is $420 in men’s sizes and $410 in 
women’s. The lavender Deep Wedge suit 
(3mm) shown on the first page is $338. 

For a closer look at the Ocean Pro, in- 
cluding its newest design, Splash, see 
your Oceanic dealer. For dealer informa- 
tion contact Oceanic U.S.A., 14275 Cat- 
alina Street, San Leandro, CA 94577. > 
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Performance. 


When you 
really need it, 


count on Contact fins. 


hen Champion Free Diver Neal 

Watson and famed 

underwater photographer 
Rick Frehsee made their 
historic dive to the wreck of 
the Andrea Doria, they wore 
Contact fins from Beuchat. 

They weren't paid to 
wear Contact fins. Rather, 
Contact was their personal 
choice. Because at over ‘ 
200 feet down in the cold, deep green Atlantic waters, top performance outweighs 
any other consideration. That's why Beuchat’s vented, uniquely-designed Contact 
is the fin of choice of professional and military divers the world over; they just can't 
afford to settle for second best. 

Yet Contact fins are surprisingly affordable, and cost no more than ordinary, 
highly advertised brands. So if you’re equally unwilling to settle for second best, 
make the professional choice. Specify Contacts for yourself in open heel or full foot, 
ina full range of sizes and colors. At America’s best dive shops. 











Contact fins, one of the Performance Series of products from 


4. BEUCHAT 


The Choice of Professional Divers 


811 NW ist Street, Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33311. 
Telephone (305) 523-7242. TELEX 514339. 





Photography by Rick Frehsee. 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY JIM AND CATHY CHURCH 


ged! first video movie was fun to view 
at first, but it was probably boring the 
second time—especially if you showed it 
to others who weren't reliving your dive. 
You probably chased after fish and made 
your viewers seasick with fast pans from 
side-to-side. Other divers may have 
stared at your camera and made faces 
and many of your scenes may have 
shown their fins as they swam away. 
What went wrong? Your first video movie 
lacked preplanned action sequences. 


ACTION IS THE KEY 

To show divers in action, you usually 
need their cooperation. And, to tell a 
story, the divers should be doing some- 
thing other than hovering stiffly in the wa- 
ter and staring at the camera. Action in- 
volving divers and fish is usually easier to 
shoot at popular dive sites where hun- 
dreds of tourists have been handfeeding 
the fish. For our action example, we 
worked with a large grouper at the Aquar- 
ium off Grand Cayman. The grouper 
Knew we were a potential food source 
and would follow us (and our can of 
cheese spread) anywhere. 


CREATING THE SEQUENCE 

The basic building blocks of almost 
any action sequence are the LS (long dis- 
tance shot), MS (medium distance shot) 
and CU (close-up shot). This pattern is 
the way your eye and brain work to- 
gether. You begin with an overall view, 
identify single subjects and then concen- 
trate on a specific subject area or action. 
LS may be used to end the action se- 
quence. Thus, this basic sequence—LS, 
MS, CU and LS—can be used again and 
again with a wide variety of subjects. 
While you can sometimes change from a 
LS to MS or MS to CU by simply moving 
the camera in closer, turning the camera 
off between each shot helps you control 
wobbly camera movements. Also, chang- 
es in camera angles between shots help 
cover any jumps in the action because 
they imply that something new is happen- 
ing and add variety to the action. 

Let's see how we can create an action 
sequence with the grouper and two div- 
ers. (Note: The simulated video images 
were taken with Nikonés cameras and 15 
and 20mm lenses.) 
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U/W Video Course 


Creating Action Sequences 








THE LONG SHOT 

We used an LS to establish the overall 
scene. Rather than just starting with the 
grouper alone, we wanted to give the 
viewer an idea of the U/W terrain and vis- 
ibility and introduce our diver models, Ca- 
thy and Ro (Robert Wratschko of Sunset 
Divers) to the scene and to the grouper 
in a natural manner. 

We didn’t start shooting immediately. 
First, Jim and his cast of characters made 


The Ls establishes the overall scene—two divers approaching a friendly grouper. 


a dry run to make sure the establishing 
LS would flow smoothly. The grouper 
would stay around as long as we had 
food, so we didn’t rush the shoot. Jim got 
low and began shooting with an upward 
camera angle. The grouper was promi- 
nent in the foreground and Cathy and Ro 
entered the scene by swimming down to 
the grouper from the distant background, 
settling to bottom. Now, it was time to 
move in for the MS. 


The MS identifies the action—the divers show the grouper a fish identification book. 

















Ifyou want to see 





Nikonos, world’s first family of automatic underwater TTL metered flash. 


You've got to have a Nikonos Speedlight—if you want to see your subject in all its true, surprising, breathtaking 
colors. It’s like taking the sun underwater. 

The SB102 and SB103 Speedlights are the only flash units that can give you precise, automatic, correct exposures 
without having to measure or calculate anything. Each Speedlight also offers 3 manual power settings. 

The powerful SB102 has a target light and slave capability. Both it and the compact SB103 are designed to work with 
the Nikonos-V, the revolutionary camera that brings a new technology to underwater photography. 

The Nikonos-V system offers Through-The-Lens (TTL) flash metering with Nikonos Speedlights. 
It gives the camera itself the power to control the flash. The camera actually reads the light falling on the film plane, and at 
the moment of precise exposure it shuts off the flash. 

It means great exposures every time—automatically, without your e 
having to figure a thing—whether you're backlighting or sidelighting your [ | Of. 
subject. This means a new freedom and a new pleasure for you. So see We take the world’s 
the light, soon—at your Nikonos dealer. —gicie 4.113 on Reader Service Card greatest pictures® 








©1986 NIKON INC. 


@ 
pa: orth One year membership in the Nikon USA Club is free with every purchase when you submit the Nikon Inc. USA Club Application. 














VIDEO CLASS 


THE MEDIUM SHOT 

The MS bridges the gap between the 
LS that established the scene and the CU 
that is usually the heart of the action. In 
our example, we wanted to introduce the 
interaction between the grouper and the 
divers. The grouper was making slow 
passes around and between Cathy and 
Ro. Cathy had a waterproof fish indentifi- 
cation book. Her role was to lure the 
grouper in close so it would appear he 
was looking at his own picture in the 
book. She hid the can of cheese spread 
behind the book and gave the grouper 


Z 
# 


The CU highlights the action—the grouper looks at a phot 


just enough cheese to keep him interest- 
ed. Jim moved in closer, held the camera 
steady and shot this action. When the 
grouper swam out of the frame, Jim 
turned the camera off—about 15 seconds 
of the same view was enough. 

Suddenly, the yellowtail snappers real- 
ized there was food to be had. They 
darted in, filled the scene and made 
pests of themselves. But Kathie Mullins 
saved the day by diverting most of these 
little pirates away with another can of 
cheese. Thus, we learned another impor- 
tant lesson about shooting an U/W video 
story: You may need an additional diver 
just to lure non-starring fish away! 


THE CLOSE-UP 
Once Cathy lured the grouper in to the 





wer 3 a * i, 
igi ‘a E by %e ‘ 2 ic h 3 


Se $ aim ® 


The ending LS resolves the action—the divers swim away to their next U/W adventure. 
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oO of his species in the book. 


SHOOTING A VIDEO STORY 

Because a complete video story will 
contain several action sequences joined 
end-to-end, you must plan ahead so the 
sequences will be in logical order. And, 
to keep the viewer from becoming con- 


fused, each sequence should be re- 
solved before you proceed to the next. 

Other techniques—storyboarding, cut- 
in and cut-away shots, and overlapped 
action—for shooting a video story—will 
be presented in future issues. 





fish book, Jim moved in for a close-up of 
the grouper looking at it. He didn’t start 
shooting immediately; rather, he studied 
the grouper’s movements for several 
minutes before shooting a short scene of 
the grouper apparently looking at his own 
picture. This was the action both the LS 
and MS had built up to, but we didn’t 
want it to be too long. After three 10 sec- 
ond scenes—each from a slightly differ- 
ent camera angle—Jim pulled back for a 
short MS shot and turned the camera off. 


RESOLVING THE ACTION 

We added an ending LS to form a LS, 
MS, CU and LS pattern. The ending LS 
reestablished the overall scene, resolved 
the action and prepared the viewer for 
another U/W adventure. 

Starting with a view of the grouper, Ca- 
thy and Ro—but with a slightly different 
camera angle than the previous MS—Ca- 
thy and Ro swam away from the grouper 
at an angle. Jim didn’t shut the camera 
off until they swam completely out of the 
frame. To the viewer, their visit to the 
grouper had flowed smoothly and the ac- 
tion had come to a pleasant conclusion. 
Jim could now start again—with a new LS 
establishing shot—to show a different U/ 
W action. 


CONCLUSION 

Once you pass the point and shoot 
stage of U/W video, in which you turned 
the camera on and swam around shoot- 
ing a bunch of unrelated scenes, you will 
begin shooting action sequences that tell 
a story. This will, however, require some 
preplanning. If you were shooting color 
slides with a still camera, you could easily 
throw out the bad slides and rearrange 
the order of those you kept for a show. 
But with video—unless you have two re- 
corders and editing equipment—you 
must shoot scenes in logical order. 

Start with simple, predictable situations 
as you learn to shoot action sequences. 
If your action involves divers, discuss 
your goals ahead of time and (if possible) 
do a dry run before actually shooting. 
Start with the LS, MS, CU and LS pattern. 
You can vary and add to this pattern later 
after you have more experience. > 








INT contecn Buy now. The extras are free. 


Now’s the best time ever to buy the world’s best 
underwater camera system—Nikonos-V—the only one to 
bring you the advanced features of Through-The-Lens flash 
metering for optimum exposures every time, a large, easy- 
to-use viewfinder, the eption of complete manual control and 
the most accurate built-in light meter ever designed for 
underwater use. | 

Buy now and choose from among hundreds of dollars 
worth of free gifts—extras you'd probably want to’ 
buy anyway. 

Buy a Nikonos-V body now and get your choice of either 
a deluxe dry case or an extension tube set: 

Deluxe Nikonos Dry Case. 

Completely air and water tight. Super strong rigid shell 
with stainless steel pins. Choice of Nikonos Orange or 
Silver-Grey finish. $110 value. 


Extension Tube Set. 

An absolute must for clear, sharp underwater macro 
photographs. Set allows reproduction ratios of 1:2, 1:1, 2:1. 
$144 value. 

Buy an SB-102 or SB-103 Speedlight and get a Super 
QXL3 dive light free. The powerful SB-102 and compact 
SB-103 offers optimum exposure accuracy plus convenience. 
Super QXL3 Dive Light with Holder. 

Powerful, yet small enough to go on every dive. 
Universal holder attaches light to strobe. For searching 
ledges, revealing hidden colors, aiming strobe. $42 value. 

The camera system that brought advanced automation to 
underwater photography now brings ae 
you its biggest bonus deals ever. Offer Nikon 
expires March 31, 1987. See your We take the worlds _ 
Nikonos dealer for details now. greatest pictures® 





Nikon one year membership in the Nikon USA Club is free with every purchase when you submit the Nikon USA Club application. 
For further information write: Nikon Consumer Relations, Dept. N58, Nikon Inc., 19601 Hamilton Ave., Torrance, CA 90502-1309. © 1987 Nikon Inc. 








aquaculture 


WUGUEY BE atta Eautatts 
[Latin aqua + English culture] 
1: the farming and husbandry of 
freshwater and marine organ- 
isms. 2: a new undergraduate 
program developed by Florida 
Tetra tab tcomey ams Mave ey ole) (ey:are 

For more information about 
PYeLee- Lavi (aleaceevele Metta Rod Melee (ate 
undergraduate and graduate pro- 
grams, send in the coupon 
below. 

F.I.T. admits students of any 
race, color, or national or ethnic 
origin and does not discriminate 
on the basis of handicap in ad- 
missions or access to its pro- 
grams. 


‘ Florida Institute! 
of Technology 


Office of Admissions 


150 West University Blvd. 
Melbourne, Florida 32901 
Toll-Free 1-800-352-8324 
In Florida 1-800-348-4636 


Name 

Address 

City 

State ___ ss Zipp 
Phone ( ) 


SD0387 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY GERI MURPHY 


f you have ever been frustrated in at- 

tempting to use the Nikonos V flash sys- 
tem above water, you will really appreci- 
ate the value of the SB-15 Speedlight. 
Here is a compact, lightweight above wa- 
ter flash that can be quickly fitted to a Ni- 
konos V. It is easy to use and will pro- 
duce perfectly exposed pictures. Now 
you can take your Nikonos V to wed- 
dings, birthdays, parties and holiday 
events and not be bothered by bulky, 
awkward flash accessories. 


DESIGN 

The SB-15 Speedlight is so compact it 
can be held in the palm of your hand. Its 
outside dimensions are roughly four 
inches high (excluding shoe mount), 
three and one-half inches wide and one 
and one-half inches thick. It fits easily into 
a small camera bag, shoulder bag or 
coat pocket. The strobe is extremely 
lightweight, tipping the scales at a little 
less than 12 ounces with batteries includ- 
ed. It runs on four AA batteries, obtain- 
able almost anywhere. 

The SB-15 is strictly a topside flash 
and should not be submerged for any 
reason. It is connected to the Nikonos V 
by a special V-type TTL sync cord adapt- 
er. This fits into the shoe mount on top of 
the Nikonos V and the SB-15 is stacked 





An Above Water 
Flash Companion 
For The Nikonos V 


lit FE #8 


The SB-15 control panel (with indicator 
lights) is on the back of the flash. 


on top of it. This strobe can be used in 
either manual or TTL automatic. 

The SB-15 is an extremely versatile 
unit with many advanced features. It can 
be set in one of three positions—horizon- 
tal to the left, straight up vertical or hori- 
zontal to the right. The flash head itself 
can be tipped down (or up) on 380, 45 or 
90 degree angles. This is very handy for 
close-up shooting or bouncing flash off 
the ceiling. 

All flash controls for the SB-15 are on 
a panel at the back ofthe strobe. A quick 
glance will provide an instant status re- 
port of both the readiness and the power 
settings for the next shot. The flash can 
be fired via either the hot shoe mount or 
a PC connector cord. 


PERFORMANCE 
The basic SB-15 strobe provides suffi- 
cient flash coverage for the Nikonos V’s 
standard 35mm lens. It puts out a rectan- 
gular pattern measuring 60 degrees hori- 
zontally and 45 degrees vertically. Nikon 
also furnishes a snap-in beam spreader 
for expanding the flash coverage for the 








It’s the world’s most 
prestigious underwater 
photography contest 
held at Grand Cayman 
May 2-9, 1987, Bonaire 
May 30—June 6, 1987 
and Cozumel July 1-18, 
1987. 


Sign up 
‘To register and make your 
reservation to whichever 
destination you choose, 
you must call one of these 
“Shootout” Hotlines: 
Grand Cayman: 
800-526-1394 or 
800-262-7686, 
Bonaire: 800-345-0322, 
Cozumel: 800-446-2166. 


Enter all three shootouts 
and triple your chances. 


Shoot ’em up 
‘Take your best shots. Kodak 
supplies the film. All you pay for 
is the processing. Judging will be 
done by the photo editors of 
Nikonos ‘Technique Magazine and 
Skin Diver Magazine. Winning 
pictures will be published 
in Skin Diver and Nikonos 
Technique. 


You Could Become 
a World Famous 
Photographer Overnight! 


Free Seminars 
on underwater photography. 
Leam how the pros do it. ‘Their 
seminars alone are worth the tip 
and can help you win. 





The Great 
LOTS 
Shootout 


1987 


$60,000 
in prizes for the best 
underwater shots. 


Grand Prize 
A week for two at the world’s greatest dive 
location—the Coral Sea! Air transportation 
from California courtesy of Qantas Airlines. 
Plus, accommodations on board See & Sea's 
luxury, live-aboard dive boat complete with 
captain and crew. Plus more—$3, 000 worth of 
Nikonos photo equipment. 
8 - 1ST prizes 

One week dive vacation for two awarded to 
Bonaire, Grand Cayman, or Cozumel, including 
airfare, plus $1,200 worth of Nikonos equipment. 

9 - 2ND prizes 
One week dive vacation for two awarded to 
Bonaire, Grand Cayman, or Cozumel, including 
airfare, plus $800 in Nikonos equipment. 

9 - 3RD prizes 
One week dive vacation for one awarded to 
Bonaire, Grand Cayman, or Cozumel, plus $400 in 
Nikonos equipment. 

30 - 4TH prizes 
Other photo and diving prizes. 

57 Prizes in 3 different categories. 











OFFICIAL FILM KODAK 


ie 


GRAND PRIZE SPONSORS 









MN OANTAS 
The Airline of Australia 


i a ee 





Contest open to amateurs only; 
you must use a Nikonos camera. 
The great Nikonos Shootout will 
take place only on the dates and at 
the locations specified. All travel 
and diving arrangements must be 
coordinated through the listed 
“Shootout” Hotline numbers. 
Good luck and good shooting. 


Complete “Shootout” 


details are on the entry 
form available at your 
Nikon dealer or by calling 


the “Shootout” hotline. 





Nikon. 


We take the world’s 
greatest pictures® 





© 1986 Nikon Inc. 





UNDERWATER 
COMMUNICATIONS 


ac 
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m Now everyone can share the 


excitement of Scuba Diving 
with our clear underwater 
communications. 


m= The systems used by: 


The Cousteau Dive Team, 
U.S. Navy, U.S. Army Special 
Forces, Epcot Center, etc. 


m Dealer inquiries invited. 


™, Ocean Technology 

‘) Systems 

” 2610 Croddy Way, Unit H 
Santa Ana, CA 92704 





(714) 754-7848 TELEX: 262189 OTS UR 
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SB-15 


Nikonos V’s 28mm land lens. Known as 
the SW-6 Wide Angle Adapter, this ex- 
pands coverage to /0 degrees horizon- 
tally and 53 degrees vertically. 

The SB-15 will operate on either AA 
alkalines or rechargeable nickel cadmi- 
um cells. When set on full manual power 
and using alkaline batteries, the strobe 
will deliver 160 flashes at a recycle time 
of less than eight seconds. Recycle time 
is faster with rechargeables, but the num- 
ber of flashes is reduced. 

The bright red ready light is mounted 
directly over the on/off switch. You can 
test fire the strobe simply by pushing the 
ready light. 

The strobe offers four different flash 
modes, with a selector slide switch and 
indicator lights for each setting. TTL auto- 
matic is clearly marked by a green light 
and the letters TTL. Manual is marked 
with the letter M and a red light. 

Next to manual is the motor drive 
mode, marked by the letters MD and a 





The SB-15 flash head can be rotated down 
or up at 30, 45 or 90 degree angles. 


red light. This was designed for other Ni- 
kon cameras such as the FA, FE2 and 
FG. However, MD can be handy for flash 
fill shots as it produces 1/13th the power 
of manual. 

The final setting is standard automatic, 
indicated by the letter A and a red light. 
It is for use on non-TTL cameras and of- 
fers two power settings—A1 and A2. 

An exposure calculator dial is mounted 
on top of the strobe. It allows you to dial 
in the film ISO speed, power setting and 
flash mode. With this calculator, you can 
determine the approximate f/stop setting 
for the lens. 

| found the SB-15 extremely handy 
aboard a dive boat. It provided a perfect 
way to capture those candid pictures be- 
tween dives, at meals and in the evening. 
It won't be long before you find yourself 
carrying this strobe on every dive trip. 

The SB-15 Speedlight carries a sug- 
gested retail price of $135. The V-type 
sync cord is $75 more. For more informa- 
tion see your local Nikonos dealer or con- 
tact Nikon Inc., 623 Stewart Avenue, New 
York, NY 11530; telephone (516) 222- 
O200. >t 








irarine 


Tough, flexible, transparent housings 
for electronics, cameras, documents, 
charts and survival equipment. 









Tough, transparent, 
in 6 sizes, for pro- 
tecting valuables, 
charts, first aid, survival gear, cameras and 
film, firearms, ammunition and flares. Guar- 
anteed to be 100% airtight. 


for portable VHF radios 


Protects portable VHF ra- 
dios in any weather. Send 
and receive messages 
right through the flexible 
housing. With built-in finger 
tip control. Protect your 
hand-held radio on river 
rafts and boats. 








Compact camera housings. 


2 models fit most com- 
pact, autofocus, and 
disc cameras. Under- 
water tested to 30 ft. 


ewa video 
Camcorder housings. 












5 models to fit 
the latest Beta, 
8mm, VHS and 


At your photo, dive, marine or sporting goods store. 
Call or write for free information to: 


Pioneer Marketing and Research 
216 Haddon Ave., Westmont, NJ 08108 


1 (800) 257-7742, 1 (609) 854-2424 





now what to do 


when no one else does. 


Someone suddenly needs emergency 
medical aid. Do you know how to help? 
Maybe it’s time to learn. 


In as little as eight hours, Medic First Aid 
can show you how to save someones life 
with basic first aid and CPR. 


Medic First Aid, as approved by the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Labor, Mine Safety and Health Adminis- 
tration, covers primary care, secondary surveys, 
and lastly treatments, according to the Journal of 
the American Medical Association, Standards and 
Guidelines for Basic Life Support (CPR) (June 6, 
1986) and the American Academy of Orthopaed- 
ic Surgeons. 


PADI dive stores and instructors are now 
offering Medic First Aid courses around 
the world — there's probably one near 
you. Getting certified in first aid and CPR 
has never been so simple. 


You will learn the same emergency-aid 
techniques used by paramedics and doc- 
tors, but at a layman’s level. In addition 
to CPR, you will learn how to administer 
first aid properly and effectively using 
the most up-to-date methods. And, 
remember that Medic First Aid meets the 
PADI Rescue Diver requirement for CPR. 


Talk with your local PADI dive store or 
instructor and find out how you can sign 
up for a Medic First Aid course. Or write 
PADI Headquarters for a Training Facility 
List. 


Be the one who knows what to do. Take 
Medic First Aid. 











few years ago, before | became an 

U/W photographer, | was asked to 
model for one. We very carefully planned 
my outfit. Because he considered my 
black, adjustable heel, vented neoprene 
fins ugly, the photographer produced a 
pair of blue, full foot fins and insisted | 
wear them. The planned pictures would 
have turned out great, I’m sure, if there 
hadn't been a current. Because there 
was one, and because my fins were so 
flimsy, | was swept away before the photo 
session could begin! 

If | had had a pair of Beuchat Contact 
full foot vented fins | would have been 
able to deal with the current easily and 
looked good, too. These fins are not only 
photogenic but practical: Their stiff, 
vented blades produce a powerful kick. 
Although we show the Contacts here with 
a black foot pocket and clear blade, the 
fins are also available with a pink or blue 
foot pocket and clear blade or with a 
black foot pocket and graphite blade. 

A little more than a year ago, we intro- 
duced Beuchat’s vented adjustable heel 
fins—also called Contacts—on these 
pages. At that time we pointed out that, 
although the Beuchat name is new to 
American divers, the company has been 
making top of the line diving equipment 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 


in France for more than 40 years. Its 
founder, Georges Beuchat, invented the 
vented fin some 20 years ago. 

The new full foot pocket Contacts, like 
their adjustable counterparts, are con- 
structed of a thermoplastic elastomer. 
This makes them lightweight: According 
to Beuchat’s catalogue they are ‘'30 per- 
cent lighter than comparable rubber 
fins.’ A pair of medium sized Contacts 
weighs less than three pounds. The fins 
are only 23% inches long and 8% inches 
wide. Because they're compact and light- 
weight, traveling divers will love them. 

One of the other benefits of the plastic 
material used in these fins is its flexibility. 
This makes the foot pocket comfortable. 

As you might expect, plastic fins are 
easy to care for. There are just a few 
words of caution. The plastic forms that 
come with the fins should be inserted in 
the foot pockets when the fins are stored, 
to prevent sagging or distortion. Also, 
don't leave these fins in the sun—or any- 
where they may be exposed to excessive 
heat—because the foot pocket may be- 
come deformed. This won't affect perfor- 
mance, only aesthetics. 

Contact full foot fins come in five sizes: 
4-6, 6-7, 7-8, 9-10 and 11-12. With a 
clear blade, they are $33 a pair; with a 





A full foot fin doesn’t have to be flimsy. 
The Contacts’ vents provide plenty of 
power. The clear blades are photogenic. 


graphite blade they sell for $36. For more 
information contact: Beuchat, 811 NW 
First Street, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33311: 
(805) 523-7242. >. 





IKELITE Offers a 


VISIBLY SUPERIOR VIDEO 


VHS and 8mm systems. Ikelite Video systems offer superior 
results, safety and camera control functions at half the cost. 
Optional wide angle lenses are available. 


DISCOVER THE DISC 


First time get sharp, clear photo- 
graphs. Simply point and shoot. Ikelite 
disc system does the rest for you 
automatically. Use the close-up 
accessory to photograph small marine 
subjects as close as 8 inches. 


SLR SYSTEM DOES IT ALL 


All new for ‘87. The only 35mm system to offer automatic focus, 
automatic aperture, TTL auto exposure and motorized film 
advance. Interchangeable lenses and ports. 


MINI C -LITE Hatogen 


Hi-intensity halogen bulb for 
unsurpassed intensity and versatility. 
Small size is easy to carry. 


cf 


ikelite 


UNDERWATER SYSTEMS 


STROBES FOR ALL CAMERAS 50 West 33rd Street 


P.O. Box 88100 
Designed and built to suit both the professional and amateur Indianapolis, Indiana 46208 


photographer. TTL auto exposure and slave modes. High (317) 923-4523 


intensity output with fast recycle. Modeling light. Cortack Your Local Bialiie Dealer 
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Better ask “WHAT'S A MAGNETIC STORM?” 


because buying mag can be expensive. 
Storms & dicpopdiises are day-to-day, minute- 
to-minute screams c hatterings in the 
earth's magnetic field which mimic & hide 
the call of nearby search objects or the 
- whisper of lightweight or distant, say 
1/10 gamma, objects - a plaque for 1 sensor- 
location mags but not for LIEBHAZET. 


This winds down 8 years of developing this 
new form of magnetic searching HYPER DIFFER- 
ENTIAL MAGNETOMETRY. Our instrument contin- 
ued unpacking its math & physics during 
the 8 year brain-storming period when our 
first plucky innovating customers our R&D 
outlabs, and the  inventor/manufacturer 
\ interacted directly. Do you older readers 
remember how beautifully sculptured, how 
star-warish those vacuum tubes were & how 
they were replaced by that cheap, plastic 
transistor? Magnetometry changes too. 


Detects 1 lb. steel at 20 ft., 64 lb. at 
80 f 












M. L. DALTON RESEARCH 
6025 Aberdeen Ave., Dallas, TX 75230 
phone (214) 691-4925 


61,000 word 54 ge book SEARCHING WITH 
dust 2 SENSOR-LOCATION MAGS. To avo ong 
istance waste phone only answered when 
chief engineer available. Call nights & 
weekends too. Avoid early morning calls. 











NEW ’87 MCH-6 
with Honda motor! 


3.5 cfm * 4000 psi 
double filtered 
safety relief valve 
1-year warranty 


$1850” 


MC ¢ VISA * AMEX 





NAUTICA COMPRESSORS 
6135 N.W. 167 Street * Suite E-17 
Miami, FL 33015 « (305) 556-5554 


- GOLD: TREASURE! 


Make your hobby pay off. From panning to 
dredging to metal detection, gold is a thrill 
to find. Let us show you how to mix 

profit with your diving fun. 

Send for our free catalog. 





a 


5” Surface Dredge 
Model 5538 


FREE CATALOG 


A gold mine of sluices, pumps, 
dredges, tools, diving equip- 
ment, books and detectors. 
Send for your FREE copy. 


3 GREAT BOOKS 
Making your aarialieteimante) cc pro- 
ductive — “Dredging for Gold” 
for beginners. “Advanced 
.™| Dredging Techniques” — for 
= the experienced. 


KEENE ENGINEERING 


greogenehecereraber amass a 


KEENE ENGINEERING, INC. SD 
9330 Corbin Ave., Northridge, CA 91324 + (818) 993-0411 
N (| Please send FREE CATALOG 
| © ‘Dredging For Gold.” $7.95 (CA residents add 52¢ tax) 
[_] “Advanced Dredging Techniques.” $7.95 (CA residents add 52¢ tax) 
| L} “Gold Mining in the 1980's.” $15.95 (CA residents add $1.04 tax) 


l Print Name 
| Address 


lated 2k Os 24>) Zip 


= 2 I ENE 
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WRECK FACTS 
(Continued from Page 12) 


such as Mel Fisher and they covet the 
power to legislate them off of wrecks, 
then claim them for the states under fed- 
eral law. 

‘States rights!’’ they scream. ‘“‘Pass 
this federal law that will simply hand over 
jurisdiction of historic shipwrecks to indi- 
vidual states. This is for the good of the 
public. Who do they think they are kid- 
ding? This is a move in an on-going 
chess game—and a poor move at that— 
to do away with Admiralty Law. Admiralty 
Law protects the salvor and sport diver 
while calling for sound archaeological 
techniques and preservation of artifacts. 
Admiralty Law, in effect for more than 
200 years, has been fair to divers, but not 
to power-crazed bureaucrats. 

Did you know that in the 1970s, one of 
Mel Fisher's original treasure troves was 
seized by Florida State officials who kept 
it for seven years? Fisher fought more 
than 100 court cases within the state, in- 
cluding appeals and motions, but he nev- 
er overcame the dark shadow cast by the 
smoking guns of officials within the Sun- 
shine State. It wasn't until he reached the 
Supreme Court that he won back his 
treasure—under Admiralty Law! 

If divers stop diving wrecks because of 
excessive red tape and threats of arrest— 
owing to this ill-conceived bill—it will af- 
fect clubs, stores, charter boats, equip- 
ment manufacturers, publications and 
certification agencies. Thanks go to the 
California Wreck Divers, one of the few 
Organizations that has publicly chal- 
lenged the act. And, thanks to divers and 
clubs in New Jersey, North Carolina, Tex- 
as, Florida and other states who have 
writtten in to protest the bills. 

By this writing, the bureaucrats will 
probably have dropped another bill in the 
hopper (and | don’t mean the toilet, al- 
though that’s where it belongs) and are 
sitting back waiting for a committee to re- 
view it. This is a continued waste of time 
and taxpayers’ money. Something must 
be done. Ten bills in almost eight years 
is ridiculous! Although the bill didn’t go 
through last year, the oulook remains 
grim and divers must act now. There is 
far more at stake than wreck diving. The 
public domain is being threatened. The 
issue involves the rights of Americans to 
use their own lands and waters. 

Sink the Ship of Fools again by writing 
to your congressmen and especially to 
your senators. (The final decision will rest 
in the Senate.) Protest the entire inept 
Abandoned Shipwreck Act, including all 
of its additions, deletions, revisions and 
meaningless rhetoric. Support Admiralty 
Law and preserve your right to discover 
and claim a shipwreck without state har- 
assment backed by federal law. Hit them 
where it hurts—send copies of your let- 








ters to local newspapers. Some propo- 
nents have backed out over the years 
when the issues hit the presses and con- 
stituents called to complain. Join the At- 
lantic Alliance: P.O. Box 27272, Central 
Station, Washington, DC 20038. The Allli- 
ance will keep you informed of what’s 
happening on the Hill and it will let you 
know the course of this foolish ship that 
we expect will be abandoned someday. 
Safe diving to all. Be sure to include a 
stamped, self-addessed envelope when 
writing to: Ellsworth Boyd, 1120 Ber- 
noudy Rd., White Hall, MD 21161. >t. 


SOUTH FLORIDA U/W 


PHOTO COMPETITION 

The South Florida Underwater Photog- 
raphy Society is seeking international 
entries for its fourth Annual World Under- 
water Photography Competition. The 
competition will be held in conjunction 
with Oceans Miami Month and the Ocean 
Expo ‘87 Film Festival April 4-5 at Planet 
Ocean in Miami, Florida. Finalists will be 
displayed and shown at Planet Ocean. 

The judging will be done in advance by 
Stephen Frink, Robert Holland, Steve Lu- 
cas and Burton McNeely. More than 
$5,000 in prizes, along with plaques and 
ribbons, will be awarded for first, second 
and third place in each of five categories, 
plus best of show. Categories will be: 
macro, close-up, close focus-wide angle, 
wide angle and fresh water. 

Entries must be received by March 10. 
For an official entry form and rules please 
send a self-addressed, stamped enve- 
lope (or international postal coupon for 
foreign requests) to: South Florida Under- 
water Photography Society, 1141 NE 
142nd Street, North Miami, Florida 
33161; phone (305) 891-6095. >#t. 


NAUI APPOINTMENTS 


Three appointments have been made 
recently to positions with the National As- 
sociation of Underwater Instructors: J. 
Norman Stevens was named projects 
manager, John R. Kessler western re- 
gional representative and Rick Moore, 
branch manager of the southwest region. 

Stevens, a NAUI instructor for three 
years, oversees product inventory and 
the updating of products and materials. 
He also develops new products and serv- 
ices. Most recently, Stevens taught and 
assisted with scuba diving courses at the 
University of Southwestern Louisiana. 

Kessler serves as liaison between pro- 
fessional diving facilities and NAU! Head- 
quarters in the area from Alaska to Baja, 
Mexico. He assists stores with marketing, 
promotions and training. He brings to 
NAUI expertise in management and oper- 
ations, promotions and sales, resort and 
dive travel and instructor training. 

Moore supervises NAUI courses and 
activities in eight states from Colorado to 
Mississippi. He has extensive dive store 
experience and has instructed at many 
leadership Courses. > 





D-I-T GUARANTEES 
PROFESSIONAL DEEP 
SEA DIVER TRAINING 


WE GUARANTEE YOU: 

° PROVEN COMMERCIAL DIVING 
INSTRUCTORS 

e NATURAL WORK ENVIRONMENT 
(NOT POOLS AND TANKS) 

© OPEN WATER DIVES TO TWO 
HUNDRED FEET 

° USE OF EQUIPMENT CURRENTLY 
BEING USED IN INDUSTRY 


e TRAINING ACCEPTED IN INDUSTRY 


e PROFESSIONAL DIVER TENDER 
INSTRUCTIONS 
© STRAIGHT TALK—THE WAY IT IS 


APPROVED BY: 

Dept. of Education as an eligible institution for the Guar- 
anteed Student Loan, National Direct Student Loan, 
PELL Grant and Supplemental Educational Opportunity 
Programs. Washington State Commission for Vocational 
Education for Veterans Training. 


3 _ TRAINING INCLUDES 














= ¢ UNDERWATER SALVAGE 


_< © HARBOR CLEARING AND 


DREDGING 


- © SEARCH AND RECOVERY 
*® © PIPELINE AND PLATFORM 


EQUIPMENT INSTALLATION 
¢ UNDERWATER DEMOLITION 
- THEORY 


~ e UNDERWATER WELDING AND 





CUTTING 
¢ UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY 
AND VIDEO 
¢ RIGGING 
¢ PNEUMATIC AND HYDRAULIC 
TOOLS 
¢ DEEP DIVES TO TWO HUNDRED FT. 
¢ DEEP DIVES ON MIXED GAS 


(HELIUM & OXYGEN) 

° PROFESSIONAL TENDER 
OPERATIONS 

¢ HULL CLEANING AND REPAIR 

° COMPRESSION CHAMBER 
OPERATIONS 

° AND MUCH MORE!!! 


MEMBER OF: 

National Assn. of Trade and Technical Schools (NATTS) 
Assn. of Commercial Diver Education (ACDE) 

Assn. of Diving Contractors (ADC) 

Undersea Medical Society (UMS) 

Institute of Diving (IOD) 

Wash. Assn. of Trade and Technical Schools (WATTS) 
Better Business Bureau (BBB) 


GET YOUR CAREER STARTED TODAY 


DIVERS 
INSTITUTE OF 
TECHNOLOGY 





(206) 783-5542 


D.I.T. is accredited by Accredit- 
ing Commission of the National 
Association of Trade and Tech- 
nical Schools. 





P.O. BOX 70312, SEATTLE, WA 98107 


Send for our catalog. It contains full disclosures: course outline, em- 
ployment statistics, instructor qualifications, tuition refund policy, 
standards of progress, financial assistance, etc. 
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uring the past four decades there has 
been a tremendous surge in the 
search for and development of offshore 
oil. Throughout the world thousands of 
drill rigs and even more development 
platforms have been placed in service in 
the marine environment; an environment 
that is hostile to mankind, equipment and 
material. Immediately after the offshore 
industry began its search for underwater 
oil and gas concern developed for the 
safety of platforms, rigs and personnel, 
as well as for potential damage to the en- 
vironment. The industry began to develop 
methods of inspection and maintenance 
of the potentially threatened installations. 
One of the fastest growing types of un- 
derwater work for well trained, qualified 
divers is monitoring the condition of the 


There's Never Been a Bette 


offshore structures and doing the mainte- 
nance indicated as a result of those in- 
spections. This field of work is generally 
Known as nondestructive testing (NDT); 
also known, in different countries, as non- 
destructive evaluation or nondestructive 
inspection. By whatever name, the prima- 
ry inspector is the diver/technician. 


NDT DEFINED 

By definition, nondestructive testing in- 
cludes any method that does not involve 
damaging or destroying the test sample 
(the basic structure). It includes cleaning, 
X-rays, ultrasonics, radiography, magnet- 
ic particle, stereoscopy and color pho- 
tography, underwater TV, corrosion po- 
tential measurements, Fe-depth (the 


depth of reinforcing iron in a concrete © 


structure) and visual inspections. 


NDT REQUIREMENTS 

The requirements for nondestructive 
testing and other inspections have varied 
in both companies and in countries in 
which they work. However, at present 
there seems to be some standardization 
developing within companies, but not to 
any great extent within countries. For ex- 
ample, out of eight agencies such as the 
United States Coast Guard (USCG), the 
American Petroleum Institute (API), 
Lloyds, etc., and 15 offshore oil compa- 
nies (Shell, British Petroleum, et al.) all 
except two oil companies require annual 
inspections of their installations; only five 
companies and five agencies require 
special inspections; and no companies 


Time 


to Do What You Really 2 == 





Want in Life. 


The demand for PADI College Graduates has never 
been greater than now. Hundreds of the finest dive 
stores and resorts in the world are asking for instructors 
from our famous Gold Curriculum Course. In fact, we 
have over 283 positions open right now — many of 


these offer starting salaries of $48,000 to $25,000 a year. 


If being this much in demand interests you, contact the 
College Dean, Jim Williams, he'll take it from there. 
Remember, they're waiting for you. 


PADI International College 


1243 East Warner Avenue 
Santa Ana, CA 92705 


Call toll free: 

Inside US.: (800) 235-3434; 

Inside CA: (800) 223-8697 

Outside US., call: (714) 540-7234 
Telex: 678400 PADI INT SNA 

If writing, include age, } 
address and phone number, if, 
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and seven agencies require inspections 
after special circumstances. 

The North Sea oil patches have been 
allocated to various governments, i.e., 
the British sector, the German sector, etc. 
Each country can now establish its own 
inspection and NDT test requirements. 


NDT CLASSIFYING AGENCIES 

In the British sector there are five clas- 
sifying societies authorized to set stand- 
ards for U/W inspection of structures; in 
Norway, one. Other countries (Denmark, 
West Germany, France, Belgium, the 
Netherlands and Sweden) were develop- 
ing inspection program’ directives and 
probably have them in force at this time. 
With respect to this, some certifying 
agencies have recognized the programs 
of specific diving schools as meeting 
their standards for training personnel to 
make the required inspections. Gradu- 
ates of approved schools can apply for 
examination for inspection certificates in 
those countries. 


TYPES OF NDT 

Throughout the offshore oil industry, in 
all parts of the world, there is consider- 
able U/W inspection and nondestructive 
testing in progress at all times. For pur- 
poses of this Technifacts both inspection 
and cleaning are considered important 
aspects of nondestructive testing. An 
uninspected or inadequately inspected 


For more than 30 years, you've been 


ee ~~ 


installation is a disaster about to happen. 

There are four capabilities that may be 
used to inspect underwater structures 
and place instruments at the worksite: 
divers, manned submersibles, atmo- 
spheric diving suits (ADS), and remotely 
operated vehicles (ROVs). Of the four ca- 
pabilities the diver, if properly equipped 
and trained to work at the depth of the in- 
stallation, is believed to be the best suited 
to conduct most NDT and inspection op- 
erations. There are two important rea- 
sons for this. First, almost all underwater 


depending on us for the best, most innovative 
products in the sport: a full line of wet and dry 
suits, accessories for both, plus all the gear that 


goes with it. 


From suits to snorkels...from regulators to 
refinements in tank design... from buoyancy 
control systems to basic fins... always insist on 
Parkway, “THE STANDARD) for all your diving 


needs. 


Tell your local dealer that you want to 


celebrate. Ask him to'show you what's new for 
1987. There’s more color, more features, more 
product, more fun. Ask for your FREE, full-color 


catalog or contact us for one. 


241 Raritan Street 
South Amboy, NJ 08879 





A semi-submersible oil platform—one of the “worlds” of the NDT inspection diver. 


NDT equipment was designed to be used 
by human hands in a topside environ- 
ment; not by hydraulically controlled 
manipulators. Secondly, the unique con- 
tribution the diver makes to underwater 
NDT is manipulative dexterity and a very 
responsive sense of touch. 

Seven types of nondestructive testing 
are currently in uSe on a regular basis. 
These include visual inspection, cleaning 
(for this report at least), magnetic parti- 
cle, ultrasonics, radiography, magnetic 
detection and corrosion potential mea- 











TECHNIFACTS 


surements and analysis. Two of these 
NDT capabilities are required by nearly 
all governments of North Sea oil patches 
for the rigs to obtain inspection/certifica- 
tion or to renew that certification. The two 
required NDT capabilities are magnetic 
particle inspection and corrosion poten- 
tial measurements. All other inspection 
capabilities are required in one area or 
another or by one rig operator or another 
but requirements are not consistent. 


VISUAL INSPECTIONS 

Visual inspections represent a major 
part of all routine or general rig surveys. 
A diver, outfitted with a surface air supply 
and telephone communication to the sur- 
face, and possibly with closed circuit TV 
leading to a real time monitor on the sur- 
face, and underwater photographic 
equipment, is capable of making valuable 
inspections of rig condition. A properly 
equipped and trained diver can detect 
and report on broken or deformed mem- 
bers of the rig, major cracking or corro- 
sion pitting, extent of marine fouling, de- 
bris accumulation on or at the base of the 
rig, the condition of corrosion prevention 
systems, and any scouring at the base of 


This diver is making a photographic survey. Notes are made immediately after each pho- __ 





to is taken to document visual and photo information for the underwater site. 


the structure. While performing a thor- 
ough visual inspection, some cleaning of 
major fouling will probably have to be 
done by the diver. 

While a diver can perform many tasks 
by feel alone, there are some obvious 
limitations. One is water clarity. For maxi- 
mum information to be obtained at least 
one meter of visibility is needed. Other 
factors that may influence accuracy are 
the physiological and psychological im- 
pact on the diver working at depth ona 


Standing behind the legend 
Technisub pneumatic guns are backed by over 
2,400 Aquacraft II/Technisub dealers worldwide, 


strange rig with the physiological factor of 
depth being the greatest. At a depth of 
about 100 feet the diver could have some 
loss of judgement and at about 150 feet 
severe nitrogen narcosis. The huge size 
of the structure may also cause poor 
judgement when visibility permits seeing 
only a small fraction of It. 


CLEANING 
While cleaning is not actually an in- 
spection per se, it is a critical part of any, 


Aquacraftll/Technisub 
7992 Miramar Road 
San Diego, CA 92126 
(619) 271-7000 





and a 2-year warranty program. 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED ~=—s te chnisub 
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including visual, inspection. It is particu- 
larly important in the use of every inspec- 
tion instrument available today. This pro- 
cedure is therefore included in this sec- 
tion so prospective inspection divers are 
aware of some of the skills required for 
this important work. 

Offshore steel structures must be 
cleaned to bare metal. Several tech- 
niques and tools have been developed or 
adapted for divers. These include air or 
hydraulic powered grinders, wire 
brushes, different scrapers, needle guns 
(one certifying agency suggests these 
not be used, particularly on welds), and 
high pressure water jets. (A word of cau- 
tion on these: Some pumps deliver water 
to the jets at a pressure of more than 
14,000 psi. These are basically balanced 
nozzles but the cutting end of the jet can 
Cause serious damage to a diver—in- 
stantly.) The actual extent of the cleaning 
will be dictated by company (rig owner) 
policy and the instrument being used. 


MAGNETIC PARTICLE 
INSPECTION (MPI) 

This is probably the most widely used 
NDT technique presently in use. Most 
Magnetic Particle Inspection instruments 
are adaptations of topside instruments. 
However, they do function well and can 
detect discontinuities at or near the sur- 
face of the metal in the structure. 

There are at least four systems for MPI 





A commercial diver with a closed circuit 
televison camera provides real time ob- 
servation for topside engineering studies. 


testing. All are quite complex and the 
type used will depend on the contractor. 
Intensive training is required for success- 
ful MPI inspection. 


Fe-DEPTH METER 

This is a device for measuring the 
depth of reinforcing iron or other magnet- 
ic material in a concrete structure. The 
handheld instrument, designed by C.N.S. 
Instruments, London, is operated by div- 
ers, and used to measure the extent of 
erosion of a concrete structure, which 
would be indicated by a change in thick- 
ness of the concrete over the metal rebar. 





ULTRASONIC TESTING 

Like MPls, ultrasonic inspection trans- 
mitters must have a clean surface. They 
can be used on any material that will 
transmit mechanical vibrations, such as 
steel, concrete or even wood. At present, 
two different techniques are used for UT: 
resonance techniques and pulse tech- 
niques. In underwater testing the pulse 
echo technique with the transducer in 
contact with the material being tested, is 
used. The SUIS Ill unit was developed 
strictly for underwater use. While most 
units can measure thickness, the SUIS III 
can also be used to detect flaws in the 
tested material. 

Interpretation of the information ob- 
tained by UT instruments is critical and 
must be done by a highly skilled UT tech- 
nician. Considerable training is required. 


RADIOGRAPHY 

Little radiography-on-film type inspec- 
tion is done U/W. This is primarily be- 
cause of high cost, difficulty and com- 
plexity of using this technique and safety 
problems in handling the radioactive iso- 
topes. Difficulties in using and cost are 
partly owing to the necessity of installing 
the films to the structure to be inspected 
and to the long exposures needed when 

a subject is in or filled with water. 
At present the primary use of radiogra- 
phy underwater is for weld inspection on 
(Continued on Page 43) 


FOR DIVING INSTRUCTORS AND DIVEMASTERS 
Personalized Career Counselling 
and Placement Assistance 


§ College is growing rapidly by following a simple formula 


- Actively recruiting bright and ambitious students. 
. Providing exacting educational standards. | 
. Creating enjoyable, challenging learning opportunities in a variety of formats, geographical settings, and 


time parameters. 


. Respecting the needs of each individual student through highly personalized educational and career 


counselling. 


. Constantly encouraging alumni to help build diving as a professionally promoted and taught - safe, fun 
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Please send General and Admissions information. 


Name 
Address 
City 





National Association 
of Underwater 


Instructors College 

27402 Camino Capistrano, Suite 103 
Laguna Niguel, CA 92677 

in CA 714-582-0186 Collect 

CA Res. Call Toll Free 1-800-227-6663 
Outside CA 1-800-423-7095 Toll Free 


SKIN DIVER MARCH 1987 37 





SDM SPECIAL SERIES ON REGULATORS 


POSEIDON 
THOR REGULATOR 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY ERIC HANAUER 


pecification sheets for regulators 

manufactured in this country have de- 
veloped a certain familiar look over the 
past few years. But in Europe, designers 
often tread a different path toward their 
high performance goals. A case in point 
is Sweden's new Poseidon Thor. It’s a 
sport car among regulators, with high air- 
flow at depth and at low tank pressures. 
Yet the first stage is an unbalanced dia- 
phragm and the second stage is actuated 
by a tilt valve mechanism. 

To understand and appreciate the 
Thor, we have to look beyond the bare 
specs and see what's underneath its at- 
tractive yellow, ABS plastic housing. The 
first stage has a pressure compensating 
device that increases intermediate pres- 
Sure as tank pressure drops. And, the tilt 
valve is merely a pilot that acts as the on- 
ly moving part in a servo-assisted second 
stage. The result is as different from the 
usual regulator as a Saab is different 
from a Chevy Camaro. Yet each is a top 
performer in its own way. 

Although it’s named for the Norse god 
of thunder, the Thor isn’t made by trolls 
in Swedish forests. The name is used on- 
ly in North America, to emphasize its 
Scandinavian heritage. In Europe it is 
known as the Oceanair. It’s manufactured 
by Poseidon, the company responsible 
for the Unisuit and the Cyklon 300 regula- 


tor. Both have won worldwide respect for 
their performances under ice, from the 
North Sea to the Antarctic. 

The Thor is a mating of the venerable 
Cyklon first stage, introduced 15 years 
ago, and the Maximum second stage, 
vintage 1981. Both have been improved 
by the wedding. The old regulator had a 
reputation for being a bit fussy. But, ac- 
cording to Craig Jennings of Posdive, the 
American distributors, the Thor is now 
Poseidon’s most reliable regulator. 

One feature that continues is the unu- 
sual yoke system. In Europe, tank pres- 
sures of 4,500 psi are not uncommon. 
The first stage yoke system used in the 
U.S. (and throughout most of the world) 
is good for a maximum of about 3,200 
psi. Above that pressure, the first stage 
must screw directly into the tank valve. 
Divers who have traveled to German-run 
centers, as in the Maldives or the Red 
Sea, are probably familiar with DIN (Deut- 
sche Industrische Norm) fittings. A tank 
adapter is necessary to attach American 
regulators to DIN valves. 

All Poseidon regulators have a convert- 
ible first stage, which fits either system 
without an adapter. Its yoke mounts over 
the DIN fitting for general use, or can be 
removed for higher pressure tanks. It is 
rated at 200 Bar (3,000 psi) with a yoke, 
or 300 Bar (4,400 psi) with the DIN fitting. 


The screw collar doubles as a first stage 
swivel device. 

The first stage is an unbalanced dia- 
phragm system that employs an unusual 
compensating action to assure adequate 
air supply at low tank pressures. The se- 
cret iS an Opposing spring design, where 
a small spring combines with tank pres- 


THOR 


First stage: 
Unbalanced diaphragm 
Chromed brass housing 
HP seat high density thermoplastic 
High pressure ports 
Low pressure ports 
Features Convertible DIN or 
U.S. fitting 
Low pressure compensating device 
Intermediate pressure 145-175 psi 
Hose length 27 inches 
Second stage: 
Servo assisted sleeve valve 
ABS plastic housing 
Chromed brass valve tube 
Silicone sleeve valve 
Silicone diaphragm/exhaust valve 
Features Side mounted exhaust 
Overpressure valve in hose swivel 
Warranty 





sure to act as a closing force on the high 
pressure valve. A large spring over the 
diaphragm opposite provides opening 
force. As tank pressure decreases, the 
large spring begins to overpower the 
small one, keeping the valve open longer 
and allowing intermediate pressure to 
build up from 145 to 175 psi, increasing 
air supply to the diver at low tank pres- 
sures. Therefore, even though the valve 
is unbalanced, it works in the diver’s fa- 
vor. For 1986, the low pressure end was 
given a larger housing with a longer 
spring travel. That improves performance 
at depth, allowing it to meet U.S. Navy 
standards to 175 feet. 

Only three low pressure ports are sup- 
plied on the first stage. For most divers 
that’s no problem, but an adapter for a 
fourth one may be needed when drysuit 
season rolls around. That will be the only 
adapter necessary, because all Poseidon 
regulators now have American threads 
and fittings. The first stage can be fitted 
with an antifreeze cap. This is filled with 
alcohol (or even vodka) to prevent 
freeze-up when diving in extremely cold 
conditions. Poseidon pioneered the use 
of environmental caps in regulators. 

There is no upside down to the light- 
weight second stage, so the hose can 
come over either shoulder. This also sim- 
plifies buddy breathing. The side mount- 
ed exhaust not only allows easy exhala- 
tion, but won't freeflow in current or when 
riding a DPV, because it is not exposed 
to head-on water pressure. Exhaust is 
accomplished through the edge of the di- 
aphragm, a huge surface area that allows 
extremely low exhalation effort. 

There is a switch on the back of the 
housing that should be set to the minus 
(-) position on the surface to desensitize 
the regulator and prevent freeflow. The 
switch moves a shoe that places a me- 
chanical drag on the back of the dia- 
phragm, increasing inhalation resistance. 
When you are ready to descend, move 
the switch to the plus (+) position. Leave 
the switch at plus when the regulator is 
stored, to prevent distorting the dia- 
phragm. This would cause the Thor to 
breathe wet. Usually, 24 hours of storage 
in the plus position will return it to normal. 
If it doesn’t, replace the diaphragm. 

A rubber purge bar crosses the center 
of the second stage cover. It has a hair 
trigger. The slightest finger pressure will 
actuate a big blast that clears the second 
stage of water. As the diaphragm moves 
inward, it unseats the tilt lever of the ser- 
vo assist valve. This allows air to escape 
from the valve tube, which collapses a sil- 
icone sleeve inside the low pressure 
valve housing. The sleeve normally 
presses against the 64 small holes in the 


housing, preventing air from escaping. 
When the sleeve collapses, air escapes 
and is supplied to the diver. The only me- 
chanical moving part in the entire system 
is the servo valve. 

Most divers today equate tilt valves 
with obsolete designs of the 1960s. Yet 
pilot valve regulators use tilt valves for the 
servo assist because of their simplicity. 
However, one thing that is necessary with 
a tilt valve is an overpressure device. 
Without it, a first stage failure could rup- 
ture the hose. In the past, overpressure 
devices consisted of a blowout plug on 
the first stage. Poseidon integrated theirs 
into the swivel fitting on the second stage 
end of the hose. In the unlikely event of 
first stage failure, the valve will unseat 
and blow off excess air when intermedi- 
ate pressure reaches 250 psi. The regu- 
lator itself will continue to function per- 
fectly on ascent as long as air remains in 
the tank. You can test the overpressure 
valve by pulling the hose away from the 
second stage when the air is turned on. 
lf it leaks air, it's set to work if needed. 

Although the Thor’s second stage is 
based on the Maximum (discontinued), a 
few improvements have been made. It 
breathes drier than the old one, because 
of new baffling that allows water to flow 


water, otherwise an energetic freeflow 
will remind you of your oversight. 

Breathing was dry and effortless in all 
the normal positions. Only when turning 
on my back did it become difficult and 
damp, but that is the Achilles’ heel of 
most single hose regulators. Otherwise, 
there were no unusual leaks or freeflows, 
even when descending head down. 
When slowly sipping air, a slight restric- 
tion was felt before the air flowed. This is 
owing to the lag before the servo system 
does its work and is noticed as an in- 
crease in cracking effort. 

When removed from the mouth with the 
mouthpiece up, the Thor freeflowed 
forcefully, but stopped when the mouth- 
piece was turned down. Clearing was 
practically effortless when done manual- 
ly; the slightest puff did the job. A feather 
touch anywhere on the purge bar re- 
leases a strong blast of air for automatic 
clearing. Exhalation effort is among the 
easiest of any regulator | have tested. At 
first, it seemed strange to have the bub- 
bles exhaust on one side, but that was 
easy to get used to. 

Because of the safety valve in the sec- 
ond stage swivel, that fitting was a bit 
stiff. This caused a slight drag, especially 
when | moved my head up and down. 


The Thor’s first stage can be set up for DIN fittings by separating the yoke (right). 


more easily toward the exhaust edge of 
the diaphragm. This year both the dia- 
phragm and mouthpiece are silicone. 

The Thor has unique features galore, 
but the big question remained: How well 
do they translate into performance? The 
only way to find out was to take it diving. 
This was done over a three day period, 
at depths of 130 feet. And, the answer is 
vara bra, (or very good, for our non- 
Swedish readers). 

When you attach your Thor to the tank 
and turn on the air supply, you will be 
greeted with a one second blast of air. 
That’s normal; the system is merely pres- 
surizing itself. Don’t forget to set the lever 
to the minus position before entering the 


At depth and low tank pressures, the 
Thor delivered an impressive volume of 
air. Even with hard swimming and heavy 
breathing, there was plenty. | would have 
full confidence in the regulator under 
these conditions. 

The Poseidon Thor is a new variation 
on a familiar theme from one of Europe’s 
most respected diving equipment manu- 
facturers. It comes with a limited lifetime 
warranty covering all metal parts. For a 
retail price of $260, you can be the first 
on your block to apply Swedish engineer- 
ing to your diving activities. Contact Pos- 
dive, Inc., 322 Main St., Port Washington, 
NY 11050 for the name of your nearest 
Poseidon dealer. > 

































































































































t seemed like a scene from Star Trek. 

The ocean was flat as a pond, a distant 
haze obscuring the horizon and blending 
sea and sky into the same neutral shade 
of gray. Our Novurania MX 570 seemed 
suspended in infinity, neither a creature 
of air nor water. It was decked out like the 
starship Enterprise, with every goodie 
scott Mcintosh could provide from his 
Port-a-Marine dealership. The fiberglass 
hulled inflatable had a double console 
with LCD radar and fathometer, full en- 
gine instrumentation including tach- 
ometer and speedomenter, VHF radio 
and plush seats with dry boxes under- 
neath. The radar arch overhead was a 
swept-back rollbar. Captain James T. 
Kirk would feel at home here. 
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Through the long run in Newport Har- 
bor, the powerful Mercury 90 burbled 
smoothly behind our backs. When we fi- 
nally reached the end of the jetty, | 
pushed the throttle forward. The misty 
tranquillity of the morning was broken 
with a muffled roar as the boat jumped 
right up on a plane and skimmed the flat 
surface. Instant warp drive! There was a 
tremendous sensation of speed and pow- 
er under perfect control, as the speedom- 
eter passed the 40 mile per hour mark. 
Despite the wind in my face, | couldn't 
stop grinning. Bring on the Klingons! 

The purpose of this trek was to test 
Mercury's new 90 horsepower outboard 
motor. Our guide was Scott Mcintosh of 
Costa Mesa’s Port-a-Marine, one of Cali- 





fornia’s most successful inflatable boat 
dealerships. What he doesn’t know about 
boats and motors probably isn’t worth 
Knowing. As he had done so many times 
in the past, he was generous In sharing 
his expertise. 

For 1987, Mercury has introduced a 
new family of three cylinder outboard mo- 
tors to replace its venerable in-line six. 
These are smaller, lighter, quieter and 
more economical than the ones they re- 
place. Although they come in 70, 80 and 
90 horsepower, they are essentially the 
same motor, with different carburetion 
and manifolds. They represent Mercury’s 
answer to foreign competition—and a 
successful Oone—according to McIntosh. 
He added that this 90 is extremely power- 
ful for its size, extremely quiet for its 
horsepower and is the first Merc with full 
integral oil injection. He also revealed 
that Novurania had used a 115 on its ini- 
tial trials of the MX 570, but realized the 
90 provided all the horsepower needed. 

Outboard motor manufacturers have a 
jargon all their own, which can fall as 
Strangely on divers’ ears as our jargon 
must fall on theirs. McIntosh translated 
some of it for me. For example, the bro- 
chures talk a lot about ‘“‘loop scaveng- 
ing. This is a cylinder design that opti- 
mizes gas circulation, resulting in better 
fuel economy and performance. ‘‘Thun- 
derbolt ignition’ turned out to be a capa- 
citative discharge ignition system, result- 
ing in a hotter spark and less fouled 


MERCURY 
90 HP 


OUTBOARD 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY ERIC HANAUER 


plugs. It is used commonly today in auto- 
mobiles, but was first developed by Mer- 
cury in the 1960s. 

If you remember outboard motors as 
balky, cantankerous machines, you ha- 
ven't examined the new generation. Take 
the oil injection system, for example. 
When manufacturers first added an auxil- 
lary tank to feed oil into the fuel as need- 
ed, it solved the problem of inconsistent 
lubrication. Mercury has gone one step 
farther by mounting the oil tank under- 
neath the engine cowling. This simple, 
self-contained unit has less plumbing, 
which minimizes leaks. Oil is fed into the 
fuel system at a 100 to 1 ratio at idle and 
50 to 1 at wide open throttle. It is intro- 
duced at the fuel pump rather than at sev- 







BARTACKED ON 
ALL STRESS POINTS 


1/4" NYLON SOFT 
STRETCH PLUSH 


1/4” nylon plush soft stretch 


ALL SEAMS 
TRIPLE GLUED & 
BLIND STITCHED 


CROSSOVER 
CHEST FOR 
EASY ENTRY 


CONTRASTING 
SHOULDER 
PANEL 


l, FULL FRONT 
ZIPPER 











CONTRASTING 4 
SIDE STRIPES 


LYCRA EDGE 
BINDING 







SUR WAY oA 
LYCRA FOR 
FREE MOVEMENT 


Full Lycra action body suit 


Farmer John and Beavertail Jacket with or without zipper 


SreeeFs0—0sCSN: 1149.95 55995 $39.95 


Introducing ZETA 2000 Diving Line 
Limit 3 items per customer, no dealers please 





f you have hesitated in buying a high 

quality wet suit because of their $300 

S400 price range, here’s your chance 
to get a top quality 1A” soft stretch 
plush wetsuit with Beaver Jacket and 
Farmer John for only $149.95. We 
guarantee you’ll love it or your 
money back. 

Also, if you’ve wanted the latest in 
Lycra body suits you can save $20 to 
$50 by ordering yours from us for 
only $39.95. 

Why such a good price? 

Because we manufacture and sell 
direc to you. If you are a runner, a 
cyclist, a licensed downhill or a G.S. 
skier, you probably know the quality, 
durability and value of our ZETA 2000 
products. And if you’re in a high school 
or college team you’ve already saved 
tons of money buying the ZETA 200 
products from Sports Europa. If you 
are not any of the above, yet, here’s 
your chance to save and get top qual- 
diving wear, with guaranteed satis- 
faction or your money back. 


The 1/4” Nylon plush wet suit stripe. 

This is the real thing Nylon plush. Front Zip Model: black, red or blue 
It’s soft and stretchy; all seams are with contrasting shoulder panels. sizes: 
triple glued and blind stitched. Has small, medium, large. 

Lycra edge binding and all stress points Wetsuits:call for colors andsize 
are bartacked (reinforced seams). If you t 
don’t know in detail exactly what this Call Now! 

Toll Free 


means; it means that this is really a top 
1-800-327-7031 


quality suit. We promise you a great fit 

in your Farmer John & Beavertail Jn Fla, ( 30 5) 821-4000 
aa Mon.-Fri. 9:30 AM to 10:00 PM 
Sat. 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM 


The Lycra action body suit 
Used under your wet suit or by itself or send Checle 6m Money Orden 4p: 


in warmer water, these suits provide a 
warm protection from coral cuts, jelly 
fish stings, abrasion and sunburn. Also, 
they make you look great while pro- 
viding full freedom of movement. 
Unlike most others, the ZETA 2000 
action body suits are made with Dupont 
4 way stretch Lycra. 
Hurry, now’s your chance! 





Lycra action body suits: 
Cross Chest Model: 
color: black with red, yellow or blue 


4557 5S.W. 71st Ave. 
Miami, FL 33155 
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new from Poseidon 





High Performance 
Regulator, without high 
performance fussiness. 


e Simplicity and reliability—the 
simplest regulator Poseidon has 
ever made. 

e Performance—air delivery far 
surpasses the famous Cyklon 
Super 300, and over 90% of 
other U.S. regulators. 


Ask your dealer to show you the new 
Poseidon THOR, and the new one- 
owner lifetime service warranty. 


POSDIVE, 
INC. 







322 Main Street. Port Washington. New York 11050 


(516) 944-5333/Telex No 238-790 (NYK) 


WEAR A 


DIFFERENT 


HAT 
BECOME A PRO DIVER 


One complete 
course including 
air, mixed gas, 
saturation, 

U/W cutting 
and welding, 
and chamber 
operation. 











Located in the Port of Philadelphia) 


OF THE 
DIVERS AGADEMY :és:52" 
SEABOARD 


2900 So. Broadway e Camden, NJ. 08104 


Call 1-800-238-DIVE in N.J. (609) 966-1871 
NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY 
PHONE 
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MERCURY 90HP 


eral injection points, to minimize depend- 
ence on multiple check valves. The result 
is better oil mixing, less susceptible to dirt 
and contamination. 

The onboard oil tank has a one gallon 
capacity, allowing six hours running time 
at wide open throttle. An external sight 
gauge allows you to check the level at a 
glance, without opening the cowling. In 
case you are negligent and forget to 
check, an audible sensor buzzes con- 
stantly during the last hour. 

An important trend in today’s out- 
boards Is downsizing. At 266 pounds, the 
Merc 90 is lighter than its competition, 
owing to its three cylinder design. It is 
quieter than last year’s Merc 75, because 
of more sound-deadening material inside 
the cowl. The smoothness of the 90 is 
owing to its balanced crankshaft. It will 
run on 78 octane (regular) fuel and its 
fuel economy matches the old 75 horse- 
power four. Water passages are substan- 
tially larger, resulting in much more toler- 
ance to passing foreign debris in the 
cooling system. 

A new reed block assembly atomizes 
the fuel into the combustion chambers for 
more even burning and better economy. 
There is a large cavitation plate on the 
lower unit for better holding in tight turns. 
Finally, Mercury offers five degrees more 
trim and ten degrees more tilt on its pow- 
er trim than any other outboard. 


MERCURY 90 


Propshaft horsepower 

Cylinders 3 in line 

Bore & stroké.............ccccsce 3.38 x 2.65” 
(86 x 67mm) 

Displacement 71.1 Cu. in. (1,165 cc) 

Full throttle rpm range 4,750-5,250 

SAI IRAN 2teceaced choca adingeesvancoct dur tore 2.3:1 


265 Ibs. (120 kg) 
Recommended transom height 


Standard features Fishline cutter 
Hydraulic shock absorber 
Loop charge induction 
Jet prop exhaust 
Oil injection, electric start 
Remote steering, shift & throttle 
Power trim and tilt 
Price as tested 


Sticker price of the Mercury 90 with re- 
mote control and power tilt is $5,689. 
Like all Mercs, it is backed by 6,000 deal- 
ers worldwide. Many parts are inter- 
changeable throughout the line, making it 
easier for service centers to stock need- 
ed spares. This enhances Mercury’s rep- 
utation for reliability. The 90 works best 
with boats 16 to 18 feet in length or inflat- 
ables from 17 to 20 feet. With this motor 
mounted on the transom, your dive boat 
can become a seagoing starship. >. 


FISHERS \ 

PULSE 

6&8 

U/W 

METAL 
DETECTORS... ™ 


the top price performers 
onthe market today 


@ Complete line of underwater metal detectors @ 
Hand-held models @ Boat towed (Magneto- 
meters also available) e Used the world over— 
the divers choice for 20 yrs. @ Two year warranty 
@ Purchased by the Navy, Coast Guard and FBle 
Engineered for disassembly without warranty loss 


For technical and price information 
write for our free catalog. 


J.W. FISHERS MFG. CO. 


ANTHONY ST. TAUNTON, MASS. 02780 
(617) 822-7330 CALL COLLECT FOR INFO. 


; 


|BYe) oye uae I 
Straight 


Mats ueel>1@ te\’/00| @X@)|iexe)|(=10) [ea siee 
exquisite jewelry in gold and 
silver by renowned artist 
Robert L. Straight 


Catalog $2.00 
8439 Barkley Dr., Houston TX 77017 
(713) 643-4051 








TECHNIFACTS 
(Continued from Page 37) 


the platforms, particularly for procedures 
in which cavities, cracks, porosity and 
slag intrusion can be detected. Again, the 
interpretation of the exposed and devel- 
oped film requires a great deal of training 
and experience. 


CATHODIC PROTECTION 
SURVEYS 

An initial cathodic protection system 
will have been installed on an offshore 
structure in accordance with engineering 
plans. It will probably bea combination of 
impressed current and sacrifical anode 
systems. The primary job of the diver is 
to inspect the anodes of the system 
(whether impressed current or sacrificial 
anode type) for proper connections, 
present condition of the anode and to 
take readings of the voltage potential be- 
tween the surrounding medium (water) 
and the steel structure. There are several 
different systems for measuring the po- 
tential, the one to be used by the diver 
depending on the rig and the contractor 
doing the CP survey. 

Readings obtained can be recorded by 
the diver during the inspection or trans- 
mitted topside via the diver’s telephone 
and recorded by a technician. Analysis of 
data obtained will usually be done by the 
corrosion engineer. 


NDT TRAINING 

One diving school providing extensive 
NDT training is the College of Oceaneer- 
ing, 277 South Fries Avenue, Wilmington, 
CA 90744. This school provides four 
courses covering the techniques and in- 
struments with which a diver needs to be 
familiar to enter the NDT field. 

The College of Oceaneering became 
the first school outside Europe to receive 
official approval by Certification Scheme 
for Weldment Inspection Personnel 
(CSWIP). The course has been restruc- 
tured to meet the stiff CSWIP quailifica- 
tions, and a graduate of it can immediate- 
ly take the CSWIP examination. In addi- 
tion to CSWIP, the course meets or ex- 
ceeds training requirements for Det 
norske Veritas (DnV), Lloyds Register of 
London and the American Society of 
Nondestructive Testing (ASNT). »#% 





CALL TOLL FREE 
1/800/824-9027 


In California, call 
1/800 /367-3947 
Receive the Industries Most 
Comprehensive Literature. 





A career in the exciting field of commercial diving awaits the 
qualified trained diver. If you’re interested in the challenge 
and this rewarding profession, prepare yourself properly. 
No school has as much to offer as the College of Oceaneering. 
We're the only school that offers a lifetime job referral 
service. The only school training divers in atmospheric div- 
ing suits. The only school with a complete operational Bell/ 
saturation system. The only school offering 30 day full 
tuition refund guarantee. And our 
tuition and facilities are unmatched 
in the field. Remember, life is too 
short to have a boring job. 





College of Oceaneering 
Los Angeles Harbor, 272 S. Fries Ave. 


Wilmington, CA 90744-6399 (213) 834-2501 
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very once in a while | see a boat less 

than 23 feet long that | just know will 
make a good dive boat. They don't come 
along every day, though. By the time you 
add four or five people to all the tanks 
and gear it takes to go out and make a 
couple of dives, boats of this size tend to 
get cluttered fast. 

Sure, center console models have lots 
of space, but they don’t have enough 
places to sit and they rarely have ade- 
quate dry storage. Anything with a cuddy 
cabin will give you storage, but the cabin 
eats up the deck space. So, how do you 
design a small boat with seating, space 
and dry storage? Ask Aquasport. 

The 222 Sandpiper is just about as 
perfect as they come for four divers and, 
if you really want to, you can even 
squeeze in one more. There's a place for 
everyone to sit, plenty of room along the 
gunwales for tank racks, plenty of area 
forward for gear bags and enough below 
seat and below deck storage to get all 
those boating and diving necessities out 
of the way. Utilizing the space both in 
front of and behind the duel consoles for 
seating, everyone has a corner. If the 
weather becomes a bit too foul unexpect- 
edly, there is still plenty of room for every- 
one to move aft behind the windscreen, 
placing all the waterproof gear forward. 

Built almost completely of fiberglass, 
including the stringers (the only wood be- 
low the waterline is the transom reinforc- 
ing), the Sandpiper is rugged, runs rela- 
tively dry and is designed to go out and 
fight much rougher seas than you or | 
care to experience. Designed around a 
19 degree deadrise deep V-hull, its clas- 
sic lines and construction have been 
proven repeatedly. Very seaworthy, the 
V-hull has long been known to be very 
stable when conditions are unfavorable. 

At a total overall length of 22’2’’, the 
Sandpiper has an eight foot beam. Draw- 
ing only 12 inches of water and powered 
by a single outboard, it is highly maneu- 
verable and capable of getting into some 
very tight places. With the space below 
deck completely flotation foamed, the 
boat is as unsinkable as can be made. As 
long as it is properly balanced, the 222 
will continue to float upright even though 
it is completely swamped. 

Weighing 2,200 pounds empty, this 
trailerable craft is heavy enough to stay 
on the water, yet light enough to get max- 
imum benefit from its outboard power. 
With a top recommended engine power 
of 240 hp, Aquasport suggests engines 
of 175 to 200 hp. Having a 90 gallon 
built-in fuel capacity, also completely 
foamed into the hull, the 222 can take you 
and your crew on quite a lengthy outing 
with just about any engine. 

One of the surprises about the Sand- 
piper 222 is the amount of equipment that 
comes standard with its basic package. 
Of the 53 items listed on the specifica- 
tions sheet for the boat, only 11 are op- 
tional: 42 are standard equipment. That 
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Aquasport’s 222 Sandpiper 





means you can almost take delivery and 
back it off the trailer ready to go diving. 

The Big Catch Equipment Package, as 
Aquasport has dubbed it, includes an- 
chor locker, dock line locker, storage for 
a portable head (marine toilet) and pres- 
surized freshwater system with sink for 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY STEVE LUCAS 





The Sandpiper has a twin console de- 
sign that maximizes open deck space 
fore and aft. It has dry storage beneath 
the seats and full instrumentation. 


washing down gear or cleaning your 
catch before coming back to the dock. 
The boat's 14 gallon freshwater storage 
supply is quite adequate for a day. A sep- 
arate pressurized raw water washdown 
system also allows for quick cleanup of 


(Continued on Page 71) 











Underwater Photo Clinics with Chris 
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The unique, new 90 minute video production 
in magazine format, produced 4 times a year 
and issued quarterly. 


Be USE THE HANDY —____ FREE TRIAL Preview SEA FANS 
| ORDER FORM OR, ‘on your home VCR WITH NO OBLIGATION. 





CALL TOLL FREE TODAY! | _ Annual Subscription. 4 Quarterly Issues: 


$119. 95. Save 25% off single issue price. 
800-622-8767 


‘  (That’ Ss 4 issues for the cost of 3.) And, we'll 





| bill you later. ABE a 

| Single Issue. $39.95, Pick up the Premier planned oops 
| Ct Premier Issue 
| Issue or Spring Issue at leading Dive Bink Neves 


Shops or order from us. Address 


| S EAFAN S ™ Guaranteed. If not completely satisfied, 


ana ara ue Tae ‘ 

VIDEO MAGAZINE return your copy to us within 6 one WE eat 

999 18th Street * Suite 1000 =—~—~—sSs’ fl fetond, : 
Denver, Colorado 80202 ts 











TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY MARTIN G. EVENSEN 


Arere who dabbles in underwater 
photography knows there are many 
challenges the photographer has to over- 
come. Finding a solution is rarely easy. 
One problem | have with rny setup—a Ni- 
kon F8 in a Ikelite housing—is not being 
able to read the f/stop and shutter speed 
display in the viewfinder. The Nikon uses 
ambient light for illuminating the display. 
This works fine topside and in bright wa- 
ter, but when it gets dark the numbers be- 
come harder to see. 

To shed a little light on the subject, 
fashion a bracket from a one by five inch 
piece of stock aluminum. File one end so 
it will fit into the accessory shoe on top of 
the housing. Drill and tap a hole for a % 
x 20 inch nylon bolt (nylon won't damage 


Boston Whaler’s® 18’ Dive/Rescue 
Boat has a unique hull cutout permit- 
ting safer dive operations or a water- 
line rescue port for recovery of 
injured persons. 

Foam sandwich construction 
makes the Dive Boat a rugged rescue 
platform and provides unsinkable 
flotation that keeps the boat afloat 








This homemade bracket allows the photographer to firmly position a small light over the 
front of the housing to illuminate the f/stop and shutter speed displays on the camera. 


the housing) at this end to act as a lock 
so the bracket can’t slip out when the bolt 
is screwed down. After bending the alu- 
minum in a vise to the desired shape, use 
a #10 hose clamp to fasten a small un- 
derwater flashlight to the bracket so it will 
shine inside the top of the housing and il- 
luminate the viewfinder. This setup is 


As seen at the DEMA Show. 





even if swamped or severely damaged. =. .- 


Whaler Dive/Rescue 
boats are available in 
sizes from 18'—27! All 
have that distinctive hull 
shape which has proven itself * 
on the oceans of the World, where 
quality and performance are critical 
to mariners whose life depends on 
their equipment. 


“Quality without Compromise” 


BOSTON WHALER, INC. 
COMMERCIAL PRODUCTS DIVISION 
1149 Hingham St., Rockland, MA 02370 

Telephone: (617) 871-1400 e Telex: 940708 
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small, doesn't get in the way and allows 
you to read the information in any light. 
An added bonus is being able to see in- 
side the housing to detect any leakage 
and avoid damage. Making my own ac- 
cessory dive gear has always been a fa- 
vorite pastime. Once you start, you can’t 
stop. Try It! > 
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n speaking of the Baha- 
mas, we are considering 
more than 700 islands 
and 2,000 islets, cays 
and rock formations, 
spread in a 750 mile arc and 
encompassing more than 
100,000 square miles of crys- 
talline tropical ocean. Geologi- 
cally, these are the peaks of 
what was an ancient mountain 
range when sea level was per- 
haps 400 feet lower than it is 
today. Four glacial and inter- 
glacial periods intervened and 
what was likely a huge, singu- 
lar island 25,000 years ago be- 
came significantly submerged 
with the ice age thaw. 
That which remains above 
sea level today is an idyllic 


representation of tropical 
splendor. Most of the islands 





feature broad expanses of 
white, sandy beach lined with 
palm and casuarina trees, 
mangrove canals and flowers. 
Some of the islands are flat 
and others have a hilly profile, 
but none are what could be 
considered mountainous. 

The mountains of the Baha- 
mas are beneath the sea. Here 
are the massive shallow sand 
flats of the Great Bahama 
Bank, the deep indigo of the 
Tongue of the Ocean and its 
vertical wall face, and the tur- 
quoise of the medium depth 
coral reefs that surround the 








A collection of islands, islets and 
cays spread in a 750 mile arc, the 
Bahamas are a potpourri of de- 
lightful tropical sights and recrea- 
tional activities above and below 
the water’s surface. Each island 
offers its own distinct appeal and 
vacation potential. The nearest 
Bahama Island is within 50 miles 
of the Florida coast and all are 
easy to reach by air and/or sea. 


islands. The U/W wealth of the 
Bahamas is as immense and 
diverse as the topside coun- 
terpart. Some islands are best 
known for their magnificent 
drop-offs, others for shallow 
reefs and dense fish popula- 
tions. Some areas feature high 
concentrations of historical 
shipwrecks and in other spots 
ships have been sunk on pur- 
pose as an added attraction to 
traveling scuba divers. There 
are blue holes (both inland and 
oceanic), barrier reefs, drift 
dives in the Gulf Stream, caves 
and grottoes, and literally hun- 
dreds of miles of easily acces- 
sible coral reef. To have visit- 
ed one Bahama island is an in- 
troduction, but hardly a repre- 
sentative sample. Each one 
has a distinct and identifiable 








topside and underwater ap- 
peal and each bears terrific 
dive vacation potential. As 
much as these islands are 
alike, they are different; and 
educated consumers have 
scores of options to consider 
before choosing their Bahama 
dive vacation. 

The most apparent advan- 
tage to these islands is acces- 
sibility. Not only are they close 
to the continental United 
States (the nearest within 50 
miles of Florida’s east coast), 
but there are ample travel con- 
nections via commercial and 
charter aircraft, cruise ships, 
private boats and live-aboard 
dive boats. Nassau and Free- 
port are the primary hubs of 
air traffic within the Bahamas; 
major gateway cities include 


New York, Chicago, St. Louis, 
Dallas, Atlanta, Orlando, Tam- 
pa, Ft. Lauderdale, West Palm 
Beach and Miami. Many of the 
Family Islands (also known as 
the Out-Islands or those is- 
lands other than Grand Baha- 
ma and New Providence) fea- 
ture direct air connections by 
both commercial and charter 
aircraft from the mainland U.S. 
and additional access via con- 
necting flights through Nassau 
and Freeport. 

There are even more mari- 
nas than there are airports 
throughout the Bahamas, for 








these islands are considered 
among the world’s best cruis- 
ing waters for both sail and 
power boats. The fishing and 


diving are undeniably world — 


class, the waters clear and 
warm, and there are hundreds — 
of secluded, protected an- | 
chorages. There are ample 


marine services for fuel and ss 


parts, fresh water and fishing | 
supplies. Of course, the prox- 
imity of the islands is a big fac- 
tor in attracting yachtsmen, 
cruise ships and live-aboard | 
dive vessels. Bimini is within | 
two hours of Ft. Lauderdale in — 

a moderately fast boat with a 


planing hull, and in the islands, ee . 
the cruising is day trips and 


short overnight excursions. | 


Given the volume of both air 


and boat traffic into the Baha- 













ania 


uy a tip 





phote/Maureen Morganthein 









mas, an extensive network of customs 
and immigrations has evolved to facilitate 
tourism. This system of Bahamas Port of 
Entry allows access to the Abacos, An- 
dros, Berry Islands, Bimini, Cat Cay, 
Eleuthera, Exuma, Grand Bahama, New 
Providence, San Salvador and Long Is- 
land directly from a foreign country. Of 
course, once admitted to the Bahamas 
through a Port of Entry, tourists are free 
to travel to any of the islands. For U.S. 
and Canadian citizens a passport or copy 
of a birth certificate are considered proof 
of citizenship and are required for entry. 
A voter's registration card is also accept- 
able for U.S. citizens and for Canadians, 
a medical card will suffice. Non-U.S. citi- 
zens will be required to produce a pass- 
port and visa when appropriate. Note that 
in no circumstance is a driver's license 
acceptable proof of citizenship for entry 
into the Bahamas. 

Traveling to the Bahamas is like travel 
to any other foreign country in that guns 
and recreational drugs are forbidden. 
Visitors to the Bahamas should be further 
advised that large collections of camera 
gear will be scrutinized. Customs officials 
want assurance that photographic equip- 
ment will not be sold in the islands in cir- 
cumvention of proper import duties. As 
with all foreign travel, it is a good idea to 
pre-register the serial numbers of cam- 
eras and lenses, as well as expensive 
jewelry, with U.S. Customs. The official 
registration forms should accompany 
travel documents. This paperwork will fa- 
cilitate not only entry into foreign 
countries, but re-entry into the United 
States. The dive traveler with a single un- 
derwater camera and strobe and a mod- 
erate topside system generally need not 
be concerned. Divers seeking general in- 
formation about Bahamas travel will find 
the office of Bahamas Sports Information, 
(800) 32-SPORT, most helpful. 

Other aspects of Bahamas travel will 
be reassuringly familiar. The language is 
English, although often spoken with a dis- 
tinct native lilt. The currency of the Baha- 
mas is at parity with the U.S. dollar, with 
Bahamian and American dollars being 
used interchangeably in most instances. 
Not all merchants or taxi drivers will be 
able to return change in U.S. currency. 
Most hotels, however, will be able to ex- 
change for the currency of choice. Most 
major credit cards are recognized, as are 
traveler's checks. Personal checks are 
rarely acceptable. The electricity is 110 
volts at 60 cycles, as is standard in North 
America. On some islands the power is 
supplied by the municipal generator, 
while at other island resorts private gen- 
erators are maintained. There may be an 
occasional surge or fluctuation, and in re- 
mote areas of the islands it is possible the 
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generator may not be scheduled to run 
the entire night. But in general, the electri- 
cal service throughout the Bahamas is 
quite good and | have never had a prob- 
lem operating battery chargers or hair 
dryers anywhere. 

The biggest lures to these islands ini- 
tially were the warmth of the sun and the 
incredible beauty of the sea. With these 
two elements guaranteed by nature, the 
government and private sector have 
geared up to gracefully accommodate 
the inevitable flood of tourists. Whether 
you are a diver or a nondiver with an in- 
terest in shopping, beachcombing, ten- 
nis, golf, watersports, horseback riding, 
business and banking or general relax- 
ation, it is truly ‘Better in the Bahamas.”’ 

The weather patterns in these islands 
generally follow two seasons, winter and 
summer. The high season for general 
tourism is winter, but there is better over- 
all consistency for excellence in diving 
conditions in the summer. Whether to es- 
cape the cold of the frozen north in the 
winter by visiting a sun-baked tropical is- 
land with the average daytime high of 
78°F, or to visit the islands during the 
summer to luxuriate in 85°F ocean water 
with 150 foot visibility is a tough choice. 
In the winter, an occasional cool spell 
may make a sweater or light jacket advis- 
able, but for the most part shorts and T- 
shirts will do. Water temperatures in the 
winter range from 76° to 68°F, and | usu- 
ally find a one-eighth inch wetsuit ade- 


quate. In the coldest months a one-quar- 
ter inch suit might be more comfortable 
for repetitive dives or U/W photography. 
During the summer wetsuits aren't need- 
ed for thermal protection, as the water 
temperature will range from 76° to 86°F, 
however, a light suit to protect against 
abrasion is always a good idea. 

Dress in the Bahamas is usually casu- 
al, although if planning a night in the casi- 
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Holiday Inn, Freeport/ 
Lucaya Beach Resort is one 
of the most popular resort 
hotels in the entire Carib- 
bean, located 20 minutes from 
Miami on a gorgeous white 
sand beach on Grand Bahama 
Island. These are superior 
accommodations that will meet 
your expectations. All rooms 
have air conditioning, full 
American television and lots of 
activities! As Holiday Inn says, 
“No Surprises.” 

Well maybe just a few... 
like — Parasailing, water skiing, 
sailing, tennis, a beautiful fresh 
water swimming pool, three 
restaurants, three bars, a lively 


AND NOW... LOW PRICE! 


NON-DIVERS: Deduct $278 from 7 ni 











Dive inn to the Holiday Inn Beach Resort and find out why 
there’s more to a Bahamas diving vacation than just diving. 


disco and dazzling island floor 
show all available right at your 
hotel. And you're only five 
minutes away from an action- 
packed casino, other fine res- 
taurants and entertainment. 
This is one resort that gives you 
a real choice of pleasures. 

And when you're ready to 
dive, the world renowned Under- 
water Explorer's Society will 
make your diving “hassle-free 

Year after year SKIN 
DIVER readers pick the 
Bahamas as the world’s 
number one dive destina- 
tion. Water clarity, marine life, 
comfort and convenience are 
obvious reasons. 


1»? 


FOR RESERVATIONS and further information, "TOLL FREE 
see your Travel Agent or call: (809) 373-1244, or: USA EXCEPT FLORIDA 





oO a great dive vacation 


1¢800°992*DIVE 
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“UNEXSO is the most 
sophisticated and best 
equipped diving facility in 
the Bahamas; and in fact, 
the world.” 


—Paul Tzimoulis, Publisher 
Skin Diver Magazine 


At UNEXSO, you will , 
find a great variety of diving, 
including Theos Wreck at 100 
ft., abundant corals and fish, 
and a gorgeous shallow reef for 
SOMIGEIE light photography. 

This special package 
includes up to three differ- 
ent boat dives per day, plus 
night dives. This is “hassle- 
free” diving at its finest! 


Prices per person include all 
necessary taxes and gratuities at 
the destination. 






UNDERWATER 
EXPLORERS 


SOCIETY 


UNEXSO 


Box F-2433-FREEPORT, BAHAMAS 


$263 








nos or discos in Freeport or Nassau men 
may wish to pack slacks and a sport 
coat, and women, a dress. Otherwise, 
shorts, T-shirts or polo shirts, tennis 
shoes or deck shoes, and perhaps one 
pair of long pants should suffice for men. 
Women might like to pack a skirt in addi- 
tion to shorts and a selection of cool, 
comfortable blouses. Cruise ships tend to 
be more formal, at least for dinner. Live- 
aboard dive boats are substantially less 
formal, with the emphasis on comfort. 
To get a better feel for the islands that 
comprise the Bahamas, we will individu- 
ally consider those most committed to 
providing diver services in order of geo- 


graphic position, beginning in the south-. 


east and working toward the northwest. 


LONG ISLAND 

More than 90 miles in length and some 
400 square miles in area, Long Island is 
just 26 miles to the east of George Town, 
Exuma. Air connections to Long Island 
can be arranged through George Town, 
Nassau or by direct charter flight from Ft. 
Lauderdale to the STELLA MARIS INN 
AND ESTATE. Stella Maris (Star of the 
Sea) is one of the pioneer dive resorts of 
the Bahamas and the development sits 
on 3,000 lush acres connecting both the 
windward and leeward shores of Long Is- 
land. While the island is populated by 
4,500 residents in 35 villages, Stella 
Maris is the undeniable hub of dive activ- 
ity and general tourism. 

Guests of the Stella Maris Inn and Es- 
tate are accommodated in a variety of ho- 
tel rooms, apartments and one bedroom 
cottages, townhouses, bungalows and 
villas. There are four swimming pools, 
two tennis courts, a 4,250 by 200 foot 
paved airstrip, a restaurant and lounges, 
and a marina with dive center. This year’s 
big news at Stella Maris is the completion 
of the Sol Mar Ill (see SKIN DIVER, Sep- 
tember 1986). This magnificent vessel 
has been under construction for seven 
years, but now the 65 foot So/ Mar Ili 
adds a new dimension to the diving serv- 
ices available at Stella Maris. The new 
dive boat will be used not only for day 
trips to the reefs surrounding Long Island, 
but will also sleep up to 18 guests in air- 
conditioned dormitory-style berthing for 
overnight cruises to Conception Island, 
Rum Cay and the surrounding islands of 
the Southern Bahamas. 

The Sol Mar /ll supplements the four 
smaller day-dive boats in the Stella Maris 
fleet and makes access to the quite spec- 
tacular dive sites along Long Island easi- 
er than ever. Shark Reef is probably the 
most requested Stella Maris site and 
worth a trip to the resort for this dive 
alone. | never tire of dropping into the 
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BAHAMAS DIVE OPERATORS 


ABACO 
Green Turtle Cay 


Brendal’s Dive Shop, Ltd.* 
c/o Green Turtle Club 
Green Turtle Cay 

Abaco, Bahamas 

(809) 367-2572 


Hope Town 


island Marine Dive Shop* 
P.O. Box G 

Hope Town 

Abaco, Bahamas 

(809) 367-2822 


Marsh Harbour 


Great Abaco Dive and Photo Center 
4050 S.W. 11th Terrace 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33315 

(305) 763-5665 (call collect) 


Dive Abaco, Ltd.* 
P.O. Box 555 
Marsh Harbour 
Abaco, Bahamas 
(809) 367-2014 
(809) 367-2787 


Walker's Cay 


Walker’s Cay Dive Shop* 
700 S.W. 34th Street 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33315 
(800) 327-3714 (U.S. toll free) 
(800) 432-2092 (FL toll free) 
(305) 522-1469 (Florida) 


ANDROS 
Fresh Creek (Andros Town) 


Small Hope Bay Lodge* 
P.O. Box 21667 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335-1667 
(800) 223-6961 (U.S. toll free) 
(305) 463-9130 (Florida) 

(809) 368-2014 (Andros) 


Nicholl’s Town (San Andros) 


Andros Undersea Adventures* 
Andros Beach Hotel & Villas 
P.O. Box 21766 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335-1766 
(800) 327-8150 (U.S. toll free) 
(305) 763-2188 (Florida) 


BERRY ISLANDS 


Chub Cay Undersea Adventures 
Chub Cay Club 

P.O. Box 21766 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335-1766 
(800) 327-8150 (U.S. toll free) 
(305) 763-2188 (Florida) 


Bimini Undersea Adventures 
P.O. Box 21766 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335-1766 
(800) 327-8150 (U.S. toll free) 
(305) 763-2188 (Florida) 


CAT ISLAND 


Hawk’s Nest Club 

P.O. Box 3152 

Ocala, FL 32678 

(800) 422-4216 (U.S. toll free) 
(904) 867-0770 (Florida) 


CROOKED ISLAND 


Pittstown Point Landings 

c/o Bahamas Caribbean International 
P.O. Box 9831 

Mobile, AL 36691 

(205) 666-4482 


ELEUTHERA 
Harbour Island 


Romora Bay Club* 

P.O. Box 7026 

Boca Raton, FL 33431 

(800) 327-8286 (U.S. toll free) 
(305) 760-4535 (Florida) 

(809) 333-2324/5 (Harbour Island) 


Valentine’s Dive Center* 

U.S. Office 

3928 Shelbyville Road 
Louisville, KY 40207 

(502) 897-6481 (Kentucky) 
(800) 662-2255 (U.S. toll free— 
wait for “tone” after first ring; 
then enter 832) 

(809) 333-2309 (Harbour Island) 


Rock Sound 


Cotton Bay Club 

P.O. Box 28 

Rock Sound, Eleuthera 

(809) 334-2101/2156 (Rock Sound) 
(800) 843-2297 (U.S. toll free) 


Spanish Wells 


Spanish Wells Dive Center* 

c/o Win Chesley Associates, Inc. 
4316 W. Broward Bivd., Suite #5 
Plantation, FL 33317 

(800) 327-5118 (U.S. toll free) 
(800) 432-1362 (FL toll free) 
(305) 791-5118 (Florida) 

(809) 332-2645 (Spanish Wells) 


EXUMA 
George Town 


Exuma Aquatics Ltd.* 
at Hotel Pieces of Eight 
P.O. Box 49 

George Town 

Exuma, Bahamas 

(809) 336-2600 

(809) 336-2672 


Exuma Divers* 
P.O. Box 110 
George Town 
Exuma, Bahamas 
(809) 336-2030 
(809) 336-2710 


LONG ISLAND 
Stella Marls 


Stella Maris Inn* 

P.O. Box SM 105 

Stella Maris, Long Island, Bahamas 
(809) 336-2106 

U.S. Office: 

701 S.W. 48th Street 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33315 

(305) 467-0466 


RUM CAY 


Rum Cay Club* 

P.O. Box 22396 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335 
(305) 467-8355 (call collect) 


SAN SALVADOR 


Island Water Sports, Ltd.* 
Riding Rock Inn 

c/o Out Island Service Co., Inc. 
701 S.W. 48th Street 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33315 

(800) 272-1492 (U.S. toll free) 
(305) 761-1492 (Florida) 


*Member of Bahamas Diving Association 


GRAND BAHAMA 
ISLAND 


East End 


Deep Water Cay Club 
P.O. Box 1145 
Palm Beach, FL 33480 
(305) 684-3958 


Freeport/Lucaya 


Sunn Oddessey 

Silver Sands Hotel Beach 
P.O. Box F-4166 
Freeport, Grand Bahama 
(809) 373-5700 

(809) 852-8776 


Underwater Explorers Society 
(UNEXSO)* 

P.O. Box F-2433 

Freeport, Grand Bahama 

(809) 373-1244 

U.S. Office 

P.O. Box 5608 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33310 

(800) 992-DIVE (U.S. toll free) 
(305) 761-7679 (Florida) 


West End 


West End Diving Centre* 

c/o Underwater Explorers Society 
P.O. Box F-2433 

Freeport, Grand Bahama 

(809) 373-1244 

U.S. Office 

P.O. Box 5608 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33310 

(800) 992-DIVE (U.S. toll free) 
(305) 761-7679 (Florida) 


NEW PROVIDENCE 
ISLAND 


Nassau 


Bahama Divers Ltd.* 
P.O. Box SS-5004 
Nassau, Bahamas 

(809) 326-5644 

(809) 322-8431 ext. 6629 


Coral Harbour Divers* 

P.O. Box SS-5635 

Nasau, Bahamas 

(809) 326-4171 

(809) 327-7862 

Reservations and info: 
Compass Travel-Atlanta, GA 
(800) 432-5034 (Florida) 

(800) 327-0010 (U.S. toll free) 


New Providence Divers, Ltd.* 
c/o The Underwater Connection 
N87 W16459 Appleton Avenue 
Menomonee Falls, Wi 53051 
(414) 251-8283 

(809) 326-4391 ext. 269 


Smuggler’s Rest Resort* 
P.O. Box N-8050 

Nassau, Bahamas 

(809) 326-1143 

(809) 326-1401 


Sun Divers Ltd. 
P.O. Box N-10728 
Nassau, Bahamas 
(809) 322-3301 
(809) 325-7788 


PARADISE ISLAND 


Sea & Ski Ocean Sports 
(affiliated with Grand Hotel) 
P.O. Box N-4754 

Nassau, Bahamas 

(809) 326-2011 

(809) 326-3370 














Lucayan Beach Resort and Casino 
247 luxurious waterview rooms 

4 fine restaurants and lounges 
150 slip marina 

Flamingo Showcase Theatre 


The New Atlantik Beach Hotel 
175 rooms including 
52 tri-level oceanfront suites 
3 fine restaurants 


Holiday Inn 

505 rooms - 31 oceanfront with 
private balconies, 2 suites. 

6 restaurants and lounges. 
Nightclub/Disco 


The World’s Finest Dive Resort Opens 


In 1965, that was the announce- 
ment. The dive operation was the 
Underwater Explorers Society, 
UNEXSO. It has become a legend, 
located in Lucaya, Grand Bahama 
Island. In 1987 Lucaya has become 
a destination of its own. Earlier 
visitors are returning fora pleasant 
surprise. What do the authorities 
say today? 


“UNEXSO 1s the most sophisticated 
and best equipped diving facility in 
The Bahamas: and in fact, the world.” & 


- Paul Tzimoulis, publisher, Skin Diver Magazine. 
The #1 dive destination. Year after year that is how 


Skin Diver readers rate The Bahamas. Water clarity, 
marine life, comfort and convenience. 





Lucaya is located on 2 miles of the 
finest white coral sand beach on 
Grand Bahama Island and has a 
choice of quality hotels and great 
diving packages. No other 
Caribbean destination has a 
luxurious 20,000 square foot casino 
like the Lucayan Beach Resort & 
Casino, right on the beach. 
Opening in 1987, is Port Lucaya, a 
five acre shopping and enter- 
tainment complex with marina and 
75 “international” shops and 
restaurants. 


As an introduction to the new Lucaya, UNEXSO will 
give you a certificate for a FREE DIVE if you call or 
write in reference to this ad. The free dive certificate is 
non-transferable, is good for one year and limited to 
one per customer. 


Dive package rates start from $149 per person double occupancy. 
For Dive Package Information and Reservations Call Toll Free 1-800-992-DIVE. 
Florida (305) 761-7679 * Bahamas (809) 373-1244 or write: P.O. Box 5608, Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33310 
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LUCAYAN MARINA 
HOTEL & SPA 
LUCAYA, GRAND BAHAMA, THE BAHAMAS 
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Freeport/Lucaya Beach Resort 


It’s Better In Ihe Bahamas. 
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crystalline water and settling onto the 
sand at 25 feet with the security of the 
coral reef to my back. In this underwater 
amphitheater Stella Maris divemasters 
entice 8 to 10 sharks with total reliability 
and safety. The sharks have been so 
conditioned to the feeding activity they 
appear on the scene with the dropping of 
the anchor. | 

Long Island diving is especially varied, 
and now with the addition of the So/ Mar 
I! and the range of accessible sites ex- 
tended to include Conception Island and 
Rum Cay, there is no need to ever dive 
the same area twice, except by request. 
In addition to Shark Reef, my favorite 
dives include the Comberbach, a former 
island freighter intentionally sunk by Stel- 
la Maris and now sitting upright in 100 
feet of water on the lee side of the island 
and attracting a wide variety of marine 
life; Barracuda Heads, with its school of 
resident horse-eye jacks; Eagle Ray 
Reef for the frequency of pelagic en- 
_ counters; and, of course, the wall at Con- 
ception Island. Here, vertical drop-offs 
begin as shallow as 60 feet, visibility is 
tremendous, colorful sponges and black 
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corals adorn the wail face and marine life 
is excitingly evident. 


RUM CAY 

The RUM CAY CLUB provides the lure 
for divers to this small island 375 miles to 
the southeast of Ft. Lauderdale. The re- 
sort has a private airstrip and consists of 
three beachfront guesthouses, with each 
structure accommodating eight people in 
double rooms, plus two cottages for a to- 
tal occupancy of only 14 guests. There Is 
a central bar and lounge overlooking the 
Atlantic, tastefully decorated and includ- 
ing a television with VCR, boutique, video 
games and lending library. There is an 
adjacent enlarged deck with hot tub; a 
separate building housing the dining 
room and kitchen; and a modern, com- 
plete dive center with photo lab and auto- 
matic E-6 film processor. 

Diving services are accomplished 
aboard two 34 foot outboard powered 
flattop dive boats and more than 30 
mooring buoys mark the best of the dive 
spots. Since the Rum Cay Club is the only 
dive operation on the island, there is no 
competition for the best of the day’s div- 
ing. Most of the dive groups are quite 
small and the pace relaxed. Rum Cay 
bears the additional advantage of offering 
superior diving in the lee of the prevailing 
winter winds. In the summer, these sites 
are windward, but since the breezes are 
slight and the cooling effect welcome in 





the summer, Rum Cay is ideally situated 


for diver convenience. 


The general dive profiles of Rum Cay 
would include a selection of magnificent 
vertical walls, vibrantly alive shallow reefs 
where the divemasters have established 
fish feeding stations, caves, pinnacles, 
abundant sponges and gorgonians, and 
typically superior visibility. 


SAN SALVADOR 

San Salvador Island in the Southern 
Bahamas has achieved dual fame—once 
for being the first landfall for Christopher 
Columbus in the New World and much 
later for being the home of a world class 
dive resort, the Riding Rock Inn. The Na- 
tional Geographic Society speculates that 
San Salvador may not have been the ac- 
tual landfall, but |’m sure traveling divers 
could hardly care less, for the consuming 
excitement is the resurrection of the Rid- 
ing Rock Inn and the resumption of reli- 
able, safe and professional diving serv- 
ices for the magnificent underwater re- 
source just offshore. 

The RIDING ROCK INN consists of 24 


newly renovated and air-conditioned 


double rooms, with a freshwater swim- 
ming pool, restaurant and lounge, dive 
facility at dockside with a darkroom and 
E-6 film processor, conference center 
and classroom, guest gear storage and 
all the compressors and air storage nec- 
essary to accommodate a full house of 





Sail/ Dive Cruising In The Bahamas 


The Best of Both Worlds 


Above and Below" 


e 3 dives a day « beach parties 
e island exploration « out-island nightlife 
e Shell collecting « sailing « fishing 
e lobster hunts « lazy days « virgin diving 


Nobody Has More Fun — 


Blackbeard’s Cruises 


P.O. Box 66-1091, Miami Springs, FL 33266 
Toll Free (800) 327-9600 « Florida 
Florida (305) 888-1226 





the Banamas 


Historic wrecks. Drift-diving along 
the Continental Shelf. Magnificent 

arine life. Visibility up to 200 feet. 
The challenge of blue hole diving. 
Spectacular drop-ofts. Brilliant coral reefs and canyons. 
Discovering countless “critters.” 100,000 square miles of 
uncrowded ocean. A different place to dive every day. 

| Just off the Florida coast. 
=. Aw ‘T's all there in The Bahamas. 


_, Chub Cay 


FLONWDS : e For sports information, call 800-32-SPORT toll free. For hotel reservations, see your 
> Eleuthera ‘Travel Agent or call 800-327-0787. In Dade C ounty, 443-3821. 
co) 


Nadsau 


Exuma ya Island Its Better In The Bahamas. 


8 
Andros 








bahamas 


48 divers. The dive boats are especially 
impressive and include the San Sally, a 
47 foot converted lobster boat with a fi- 
berglass deep-V, a 16 foot beam and 
more than ample power from its 8-771 die- 
sel engine. There is also the /sland Time, 
a 30 foot fiberglass Island Hopper pow- 
ered by twin Perkins diesels. 

Each of these vessels has been 
thoughtfully outfitted for convenience by 
dive operations manager Al Zamrok. 
They include freshwater camera rinse 
tanks, walk-through transoms with dive 
platforms and extended ladders and tank 
racks. Even though the trips to the reefs 


are short owing to the proximity of the. 


marina to the island's diving, these boats 
are designed for safety and comfort. 

The Riding Rock Inn is owned by life- 
long San Salvador resident Carter Wil- 
liams and the pride of ownership is ap- 
parent. Carter has put together a strong 
management team, from hotel to dive op- 
erations, to stateside reservations, with 
the resulting smooth efficiency a pleasure 
for the traveling diver. The Riding Rock 
Inn is unabashedly a dive resort and this 
is its target market. 



















Unsurpassed 
world-class diving 
ona truly tranquil 
Bahamian island. 
Beautiful reefs, 
abundant marine 
life and the 120- 
year-old ship- 
wreck H.M.LS. 
Conqueror add up 
to spectacular offshore diving. 
The Rum Cay Club is small and 
charming. ..caters 
to divers. Full ser- 
vice dive shop, 
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of secluded beaches. Excellent food, 


UNSPOILED JEWEL OF THE BAHAMAS 
PO. Box 22396 « Fort Lauderdale, FL 33335 « Call Collect: (305) 467-8355 


The typical day of diving includes a two 
tank dive in the morning and a single tank 
afternoon dive. One or two times a week 
the afternoon dive may be replaced with 
a night dive. The wall on San Salvador 
begins shallow, in places no more than 
40 feet deep, and plunges vertically to 
130 feet. 

San Salvador offers an interesting 
wreck dive in addition to its many walls. 
The Frascate lies in only 15-18 feet of 
water and represents the scattered 
wreckage of a steel freighter run aground 
on New Year's Day, 1902. The boilers 
are perhaps the most prominent aspect 
of the wreck today, although there is a 
motor, stern section with rudder, part of 
the hull and ballast rock, and an anchor 
chain leading to the bow. The marine life 
on the Frascate is fascinating and in- 
cludes a six foot green moray (it has 
been there at least eight years to my 
knowledge), tiger groupers, schools of 
sergeant major and black durgeon, and 
the beautifully pastel coral crab. 

Snapshot Reef was the source of 
more published photographs than possi- 
bly any other reef its size when Paul Tzi- 
moulis operated his underwater photo 
school out of the Riding Rock Inn. Today 
the reef is as full of photo potential as ev- 
er. It seems amazing that even after a 
three year hiatus, the grouper are as 
friendly as ever and the spotted moray 





equipment rent- 
als, specialty dive 
boats and profes- 
sional darkroom 
for overnight 
color film pro- 
cessing. 

For non-divers 
... sport fishing, 
sailing and miles 


accommodations and camaraderie. 

For information 
and reservations, call 
or write: 
















eels just as cooperative. Snapshot Reef, 
the Frascate and many of the wall dives 
such as Telephone Pole are on the pro- 
tected west side of the island in an area 
called Fernandez Bay. 

The south side of the island is known 
as French Bay, and although it is often 
exposed to the prevailing winds in the 
winter, when It is divable, it can be fantas- 
tic. An example of the French Bay possi- 
bilities was made obvious with a single 
dive on Double Caves. At 60 feet two 
caves open to the inside of the reef and 
exit along the wall at about 100 feet. The 
wall face is lined with red gorgonians and 
tube and encrusting sponges, all of which 
provide color accents for wide angle 
shots. But, it was the pelagic parade we 
found most exciting. Eagle rays were 
abundant, and we spotted a turtle and 
blacktip sharks in the distance. 


EXUMA 
The Exuma chain actually consists of 365 — 
isles, but most of the activity takes place 
on the two largest ones, Great Exuma 
and Little Exuma. George Town is the 
chief settlement of the Exumas. On Great 
Exuma, it has an international airport, a 
harbor and marina, several fine hotels 
and guesthouses, the seat of government 
and both of the island’s diving services, 
Exuma Divers and Exuma Aquatics. 
EXUMA AQUATICS is in a waterfront 
shop directly across the street from the 
Pieces of Eight Hotel. While Exuma 
Aquatics structures dive packages with 
most of the hotels on the island, Pieces 
of Eight and the Out Island Inn comprise 
the largest share of their bookings. Both 
hotels share the same ownership but are 
operated separately and have distinctly 
different ambiance. The Out Island Inn is 
on a lovely sand beach with 88 air-condi- 
tioned double rooms, restaurant and 
lounge, tennis courts and a beachfront 
watersports concession. Pieces of Eight 
is on a bluff overlooking the ocean and 
has 33 double air-conditioned rooms, a 
freshwater swimming pool, restaurant 
and lounge. 
The Exuma Aquatics fleet of dive boats 
includes one 34 foot flattop with twin 150 


horsepower outboards, a 24 foot diesel 


V-hull and a 30 foot deep-V custom 
sportsfisherman powered by twin 275 
horsepower outboards. 

EXUMA DIVERS is owned and oper- 
ated by Wendel McGregor and is based 
in a small facility across the street from 
the Peace and Plenty Hotel. Packages 
are available with the Peace and Plenty, 
and day dive and package guests will be 
accommodated on Wendel’s 38 foot 
houseboat or his 24 foot outboard pow- 
ered V-hull. 

The diving around Great Exuma is of a 
depth range from 30 to 50 feet with coral 
ledges, high profile coral heads and large 
populations of tropical fish. Snappers, 
grunts and goatfish seem most abundant, 
but the most willing photo subjects are 
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ADVENTURES 


‘Dive the 
Bimini Wall, 
-eand other 

legends’ 





Neal Watson, a 
modern dive legend 
and owner of 
Undersea 
Adventures. 





Dive Moray Alley, the wreck of 
the ‘Sapona, Victory Reef, 
The Atlantis Road, and drift 
along the ‘edge of the world, 
suspended in the crystal-blue 
water of the Gulfstream. At 
night, follow Hemingway’s 
Ceres to the local pub. 
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the friendly French and gray angelfish. 
Favorite sites include Stingray Reef, a 
large coral concentration in a cut be- 
tween two islands, best known for the tre- 
mendous fish populations and the fre- 
quent sightings of southern stingrays; 
Lobster Reef, a medium depth structure 
typified by barrel sponges, gorgonians 
and schooling fish such as snappers, 
grunts and spadefish; and Black Rocks, 
90 feet to the sand bottom with coral 
heads rising nearly 50 feet and nurse 
sharks and black coral evident through- 
out. Oceanic blue holes add diversity to 
the Exuma dive portfolio, with the Mys- 
tery Cave and Angelfish Blue Hole 
among the favorites. | 

Further access to the 130 mile chain of 
islands that make up the Exumas is pos- 
_ sible by live-aboard dive boat. The Sol 
Mar Iii dives here on occasion, as does 
the Sea Dragon. The Bottom Time, Bot- 


tom Time If and April Seas also schedule 


tours of the Exumas upon request. 


ANDROS 


- Andros is the largest island in the Ba- 


hamas, more than 104 miles long and 





| ~ gome 40 miles wide, yet it is probably the 
_ least explored. Just 50 miles from Nas- 
sau, yet light years removed from the 


bustle and commerce of the Bahamas 
capital city, Andros offers many advan- 
tages to the sportsman. Miles of shallow 
sand flats lie off the Great Bahama Bank 
and anglers come from all over the world 
to try their skills against the bonefish in 
residence there. Sailfish and both blue 
and white marlin can be caught on all 
sides of the island, but the area surround- 
ing the deep oceanic trench known as the 
Tongue of the Ocean is the most produc- 
tive. Here, baitfish washed off the sand 
banks attract deep water predators, mak- 
ing for remarkable dive encounters 
around Andros and also around Chub 
Cay and New Providence Island. 

There are just two dive resorts amid 
this mass of mostly unexplored underwa- 
ter wonder. Andros Undersea Adven- 
tures is the Neal Watson dive operation 
based at the Andros Beach Hotel. Small 
Hope Bay Lodge, the oldest dive opera- 


tion in the Bahamas, has been operated 


continuously by Dick and Rosie Birch for 
more than 27 years. Since the Andros 
Beach Hotel is near Nicholl’s Town and 
Small Hope Bay near Fresh Creek, the 
two operations do share dive itineraries 
and it is extremely unlikely another dive 
boat will be visible on the same horizon. 

SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE is along a 


NASSAU DIVE ADVENTURE 


HOME OF THE JAMES BOND REEFS 


Dive Nassau's underwater reefs with Coral Harbour 
Divers. Located on New Providence Island in beau- 
tiful, convenient Lyford Cay, Coral Harbour Divers 
gives you the best of all worlds. By day, dive reefs 


such as the James Bond 
Reef, Clifton Wall, 
Tunnel Wall, The 
Anchor and others. By 
night, enjoy the exciting 
night life and casinos of 
nearby Nassau, capital 
of the Bahamas. 


For Dive Packages call: 
AERO INTERNATIONAL TOURS 


800-327-0010(U.S.) reo cosew 
800-432-5034 (FLA.) SM 
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from $299. !!! 
Packages include: hotel, 
breakfast, taxes, diving 
and airfare from Miami! 
Call today! 


4day/3 ay packages 


When in Nassau Call: 
CORAL HARBOUR DIVERS 


(809) 32-64171 (NASSAU) 








crescent shaped strand of beach with a 
grove of casuarinas to the rear. A long 
dock bisects the beach and the dive shop 
and there are compressors at the end of 
the dock. The focal point is the lodge, 
built of Andros pine and coral rock. Be- 
gun as the first organized dive resort in 
the Bahamas in 1960, Dick Birch’s stated 
objectives were to provide “‘good food, 
good beds and good diving.’ The Small 
Hope Bay philosophy has not changed in 
this regard and now the 20 cottages are 
kept full with word-of-mouth referrals and 
repeat business. Diving is a big part of 
the Small Hope Bay experience—but not 
the only part—and the clientele includes 
not only experienced divers but non-div- 
ing guests who hear of the underwater 
delights and often elect to try a resort 
scuba course. 

The Andros Beach Hotel is a beautiful 
small hotel sitting on four acres of lana- 
scaped lawn and fronted by 400 feet of 
sandy beach. There is a freshwater swim- 
ming pool, 15 guest units including 10 
double hotel rooms, three cottages and 
one, two bedroom villa, a dive center 
(ANDROS UNDERSEA ADVENTURES), 
and a dining room/lounge. The primary 
dive boat is the Wall Diver, a 40 foot 
deep-V fiberglass vessel (commercial 
work boat) well-designed for diver con- 
venience with walk-through transom, tank 
racks and extended dive ladders. As 
needed, either of the two dive boats at 
Chub Cay Undersea Adventures may al- 
so be brought into service at Andros, as 
both are Neal Watson dive centers and 
only 18 miles apart. 

Neal Watson is the gregarious and 
competent dive magnate with operations 
on Bimini and Chub Cay in addition to An- 
dros. On Bimini and Chub Cay, Neal op- 
erates only the diving concessions but on 
Andros, the Watsons are also hoteliers. 

Andros diving is composed of wrecks, 
reefs and drop-offs. Two of the wrecks | 
most enjoyed were rich with marine life. 
The Barge is an old landing craft that is 
home to a pair of resident green morays. 
The Small Hope Bay Lodge crew has 
been handfeeding groupers here for 
many years. The Potomac was run 
aground in shallow water in 1952. Con- 
stant wave action broke the ship in two, 
and although both sections are partially 
exposed at low tide, the stern is deeper 
and better protected from surge. The 
huge boilers invariably host nurse sharks 
and schools of parrotfish are commonly 
seen grazing on the massive hulk. 


NEW PROVIDENCE 

New Providence Island is the home of 
Nassau, the center of government in the 
Bahamas and also a complete vacation 
getaway. Nassau and Freeport offer the 
greatest variety of air connections in the 
Bahamas with several carriers flying in 
and out daily. There are thousands of ho- 
tel rooms on New Providence, most clus- 
tered around Nassau, Paradise Island 


















BOTTOM TIME [fm 


The ultimate way 
to dive the remote area: 
of the Bahamas 


When you think of your perfect dive vacation what comes to mind? 
If the answer is anything like a trip that includes: BEAUTIFUL 
CLEAR WATERS, MASSIVE CORAL REEFS TEEMING WITH 
MARINE LIFE, ANCIENT AND MODERN SHIP WRECKS, 
VERTICAL WALLS, LONG WHITE PRIVATE BEACHES, ISLAND 
NIGHT LIFE, STAR STUDDED ROMANTIC EVENINGS, 
GOURMET MEALS, CLEAN A/C PRIVATE 
ACCOMMODATIONS, AND LOTS OF CAREFREE OUT ISLAND 
DIVING, then join us aboard BOTTOM TIME II and let your dream 
come true! 

CONTACT: BOTTOM TIME ADVENTURES, INC. 

P.O. Box 11919, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33339-1919 


In Fla. Call 305-561-0111; Outside Fla. Call 1-800-345-DIVE 





We staff our phones 
24 hours a day 


IN FL 1-305-848-7632 (Ask about special air fare) 


Island Fantasy Cruises, 301 E. Blue Heron Blvd., Riviera Beach, FL 33404 


ee eB 


New Providence Island, Bahamas 


Free Open Water Certification 
With 5 day dive pkg. Bring refer- 
ral papers from your instructor 


e Deluxe waterside villas 
e James Bond wrecks 
¢ Daily pick-ups from all hotels 


Unforgettable diving at a quiet 
secluded resort. NASSAU 12 mi. 


1-800-328-8029 ext. 246: messages 
1-809-326-1143 no collect calls 
Box N8050, Nassau, Bahamas 


Aqua Adventures 
THE BAHAMAS 


STOP DREAMING!! — packaces trom $24 


12 DREAM DIVE OPERATORS 


1. Pick your DATES. 

2. Select a RESORT. 

3, Call your Travel Agent 
or (212) 686-6210 

4. Start packing!!! 


¢ <x Aqua Adventures, Inc. 


114 East 32 Street, Ste. 501, New York, NY 10016 
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and Cable Beach. These may be magnifi- 
cent resort complexes or intimate local 
lodges, but each will likely cater to the 
sporting interests of its guests with pack- 
ages of activities. Guests can try wind- 
surfing, golf, tennis, snorkeling or scuba 
diving on New Providence. In addition, 
the shopping is quite good and the night- 
life (including casinos and cabaret 
shows) most complete. 

There is good diving to be found on 
New Providence both on the windward 
side of the island (near Nassau) and on 
the leeward (in proximity to the Tongue of 
the Ocean). There are several dive oper- 
ations that cater directly to the guests of 
the Nassau, Paradise Island and Cable 
Beach resorts including BAHAMA DIV- 
ERS; NASSAU DIVE SUPPLY/DIVER’S 
HAVEN; SUN DIVERS LTD.; DIVE, DIVE, 
DIVE (formerly Smuggler’s Rest); and 
NEW PROVIDENCE DIVERS. New Provi- 
dence Divers maintains a concession on 
the beach at the South Ocean Beach Ho- 
tel even though the hotel is presently 
closed, and transports its guests by van 
to the dive center. Dive, Dive, Dive oper- 
ates courtesy vans for the same purpose 
and like New Providence Divers, concen- 
trates on the wonderful diving to be found 
on the leeward reefs. The other operators 
will generally dive the wrecks and reefs 
closer to Nassau, although when the 
weather is right these boats can have an 
extensive range of quality dive options. 

CORAL HARBOUR DIVERS is another 
very viable dive option for New Provi- 
dence. At the exclusive Lyford Cay Club 
just 20 minutes from downtown Nassau, 
Coral Harbour Divers is capably operated 
by Stuart Cove. Offering packages with 
the secluded Orange Hill Beach Villas, 
Coral Harbour Divers is a PADI training 
facility specializing in small groups and 
personalized service. Lyford Cay is at the 
eastern tip of New Providence, which 
permits Captain Cove to choose those 
dive sites on the north, east or south 
sides of the islands that offer the best 
conditions. The Coral Harbour dive fleet 
includes a 44 foot twin diesel houseboat 
with an ocean going hull design, a 30 foot 
single diesel and a 25 foot outboard pow- 
ered V-hull. 

The diving available in New Providence 
is complete and quite excellent. Gould- 
ing Cay features one of the most magnifi- 
cent concentrations of elkhorn coral any- 
where and one you've seen in many 
movies including Never Say Never Again, 
Splash, Cocoon and 20,000 Leagues Un- 
der the Sea. 

The Tears of Allah wreck sits in 45 
feet of water and will be familiar as the 
site of the underwater shark encounter in 
Never Say Never Again. Nearby (you can 
dive it with the same tank) is the frame- 
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DIVE OUR 
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WALLS, 
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e 3 BOAT DIVES PER DAY 
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bahamas 


work for the sunken airplane in Thunder- 
bail. It is encrusted totally with soft corals 
and sponges, and while the novelty 
would only hold for a full dive for the mac- 
ro photographer, it is an interesting quick 
study. The Runway is a special dive for 
the concentrations of easily approach- 
able stingrays, and there are scores of 
top quality wall dives along the Tongue of 
the Ocean. Tunnel Wall is an example 
and features a honeycombed system of 
tunnels, caverns and crevices along a 
sheer, vertical wall. The top of the preci- 
pice begins in 35 feet and drops to 6,000 
feet with all manner of tube and en- 
crusting sponges adorning the face. 


ELEUTHERA 

Settled by English adventures more 
than 300 years ago, Eleuthera is a long, 
narrow island stretching 110 miles from 
the Bluff to Bannerman Town and rarely 
more than two miles wide. Almost touch- 
ing the north end is the charming and 
beautiful Harbour Island. Its principal set- 
tlement, Dunmore Town, is the original 
capital of the Bahamas. Today it is a pic- 
turesque village of pastel hues, flowered 
lanes and quaint New England architec- 
ture. Spanish Wells is another small is- 
land just off the north end of Eleuthera, 
named for the Spanish galleon sailors 
who came ashore to fill their casks of 
fresh water after sea voyages so long 
ago. There are four dive operations on 
Eleuthera, two on Harbour Island and one 
on Spanish Weils. 
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Marsh Harbour, Abaco, Bahamas 


Guests destined for either Spanish 
Wells or Harbour Island will fly into North 
Eleuthera and connect via taxi and ferry- 
boat to the intended island resort. On 
Harbour Island the diving services are 
provided by Valentine’s Dive Center and 
the Romora Bay Club, each based ata 
host hotel. In addition, there are six other 
hotels, each with 20 to 30 rooms and 
either Valentine’s or Romora Bay dive 
operations will be happy to accommo- 
date divers staying at any of them. 

The ROMORA BAY CLUB has 30 dou- 
ble units spread out over a nine acre for- 
mer citrus plantation. Diving is one of 
many activities offered to the guests; gen- 
eral relaxation, sailing, windsurfing and 
beachcombing round out the activities. 

VALENTINE’S YACHT CLUB AND INN 
is on the water’s edge in the heart of Dun- 
more Town. There are 23 newly renovat- 
ed rooms, a new marina and dockside 
lounge, freshwater swimming pool, spa, 
tennis courts, restaurant and lounge. Val- 
entine’s Dive Center is a professional, 
quality operation utilizing a 36 foot 
Thompson trawler as its primary dive 
vessel. The Double Trouble is diesel 
powered and set up with freshwater 
shower, head, stereo, tank racks and 
dive platform. Jeff Parrish is dive opera- 
tions manager and also directs the scuba 
instruction programs. Valentine's con- 
ducts hundreds of resort courses, as well 
as full certifications, annually. 

The diving off Harbour Island includes 
shallow, medium and deep sites, as well 
as considerable fish feeding activity. The 
shallow dives will be of interest to both re- 
sort course students and experienced 
divers owing to the excellent coral repre- 
sentation and active marine life. Sites 
such as the Plateau, with its sandy bot- 
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When diving with Skeet 
Fly Aero Coach 
1-800-327-0010 
1-800-432-5031 


Discover the only other Great Barrier Reef... 
150 Miles of Incomparable Adventure! 
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tom at 80 feet and huge coral heads ris- 
ing to within 30 feet of the surface, will im- 
press even the most jaded diver. 

On Spanish Wells the Harbour Club 
and the Spanish Wells Beach Resort are 
under the same management, but are 
separate properties. The same dive oper- 
ation serves both properties and offers 
two 34 foot flattops, a 22 foot Aquasport 
powered by outboard, and a 28 foot Ber- 
tram that is called into diver service for 
overloads, but is generally used to run 
sportfishermen. 

The Spanish Wells Beach Resort is on 
a magnificent sand beach, for both Span- 
ish Wells and Harbour Island feature 
spectacularly beautiful sand beaches 
along their windward shores. There are 
22 hotel rooms and seven cottages, the 
restaurant and lounge, as well as the dive 
shop and darkroom facility at the Beach 
Resort. The Harbour Club offers 13 hotel 
rooms and four, one bedroom apart- 
ments, a restaurant, and two bars. 

The Current Cut is a famous dive ac- 
cessible from both Harbour Island and 
Spanish Wells. Tidal currents are fun- 
neled into a narrow pass separating two 
islands and the water can flow at be- 
tween 6 to 10 knots. Divers drift in this 
heady current at depths from 30 to 60 
feet, content merely to maneuver, rarely 
to stop. 

More unique to Spanish Wells are the 
dive sites along the Devils Backbone, 
the reef structure just in front of the Span- 
ish Wells Beach Resort. The Train 
Wreck is probably the most unusual and 
noteworthy. Legend holds that it was a 
train stolen by the Confederates during 
the Civil War and being shipped to Cuba 
for sale. The barge carrying the train sank 
in shallow water and now the huge 
wheels and wreckage sit upright in the 
sand and provide a home to the hand- 
feedable groupers, angelfish and trigger- 
fish. The Freighter Wreck is a longer 
boat ride, but the 260 foot Lebanese 
freighter run hard aground in only 25 feet 
of water is remarkable for its macro sub- 
jects and active fish populations. 


BERRY ISLANDS 

This chain of small islands lies just 30 
miles from Nassau and is equally en- 
chanting to divers and fishermen. Most of 
the area is undeveloped but the Chub 
Cay Club stands out as a pocket of com- 
fortable resort civilization in the midst of 
this pristine grandeur. The Chub Cay 
Club is a self-reliant resort that has oper- 
ated for 25 years as a private club cater- 
ing primarily to anglers and yachtsmen. 
Now the facilities are open to both mem- 
bers and non-members with a public 15 
room hotel (double occupancy accom- 
modations), freshwater swimming pool, 
classroom and E-6 darkroom. There is a 
dive shop at dockside operated by Neal 
Watson’s CHUB CAY UNDERSEA AD- 
VENTURES, as well as the two deep-V 
diesel powered custom dive boats used 








to transport divers to the beautiful wall 
and reefs just minutes offshore. 

The Chub Cay Wall starts in only 80 
feet of water and is predictably rich in pe- 
lagic life, especially eagle rays. Sharks 
are frequently sighted along the wall and 
even the reclusive hammerhead may be 
seen on occasion. 

Canyons and Caves is typical of the 
scores of medium depth reefs being de- 
veloped as dive sites by Chub Cay Un- 
dersea Adventures. Here is a natural ma- 
rine aquarium with angelfish, glass min- 
nows, spadefish, barracudas, groupers, 
eels and triggerfish in steady procession. 

For snorkelers, Mama Rhoda Rock 
offers undamaged stands of elkhorn cor- 
al just inches below the surface. 


BIMINI 

The Bahamas are closer to the United 
States at Bimini than at any other point. 
The island sits only 42 miles from the 
Florida coast, making it accessible by 
Chalk’s seaplanes, private or charter 
boat or private or charter plane. The Gulf 
Stream washes through near Bimini, 
bringing incredibly blue, translucent wa- 
ters and creating what Neal Watson ref- 
ers to as the ‘Bimini Misconception.”’ 
Neal operates BIMIN! UNDERSEA AD- 
VENTURES and has noticed over the 
years that his customers are surprised at 
the high quality of the diving Bimini offers. 
Apparently many tourists equate signifi- 
cant travel time with improved diving po- 
tential, or “How can it be this good if it is 
this close?’’ The Gulf Stream is the an- 
swer, for not only does it bring biue wa- 
ter, but it nourishes the coral reefs and 
marine life in such thick profusion along 
Bimini, the Victories and Cat Cay. 

The wall is deep here, beginning at 100 
to 120 feet, but quite amazing. | had been 
to Bimini several times but had always 
passed on the wall dive, assuming that 
since it was deep I'd have little bottom 
time and less light to generate underwa- 
ter photos. This year | did it as a drift 
(there is almost always current flowing 
along the Bimini Wall owing to the Gulf 
stream) and saw so much that | know it 
will be a part of any future Bimini dive 
plans. Here the gorgonians and sponges 
grow in thick concentrations because of 
the constant flow of nutrients borne along 
the currents. Schools of angelfish and 
groupers work along the lip of the wall, 
and while it may be hard to stop and set 
up for a photo, the rich tableau of marine 
life effortlessly unfolding to the floating 
diver is truly unique. There are shallow 
reefs as well and some, such as Rain- 
bow Reef, feature tremendous schools 
of tropical fish and predictable sightings 
of nurse sharks. The Sapona is a huge, 
derelict, cement hulled freighter sitting 
upright in only 15 to 20 feet of water. The 


hull is perforated in many spots, permit- — 


ting access to the interior of the ship, and 
the massive concentration of marine life 
here makes a fascinating dive. 








Discover 


the spectacular 


geological sorcery of the 
great oceanic blue hole. 


z J 
Rediscover 
the awesome thrill and 
vastness of dropping 
“over the wall” at the 
Tongue of the Ocean. 


Cincover 
tropical reefs teeming 
with bejeweled fish 
swimming through 
textured corals. 





DISCOVER DIVINQ’ 











S 
Exotic Hideaways 


Op. kn 





7 tions, ‘call toll free 
-6961, FL & Canada 


305-463-9130, direct 
809-368-2014/5. Write: P.O. Box 
1667,Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335. 


DIVE THE EXUMA CAYS 
65°’ CUSTOM DIVE BOAT 


—Unlimited Diving —Air, Tanks, Weights 








—Wall Dives —Excellent Food 

—Drift Dives —4 Private Double Cabins 
—Night Dives —F conernes ies a 
R/V SEA DRAGON , } 


Ft. Lauder, Fla 33316 





90' aeé FULLY AIR CONDITIONED ALUMINUM USCG CERTIFIED VESSEL 


@ UNLIMITED DIVING @ CAY SAL ® BERRY ISLANDS ® ANDROS ® UNDERWATER 
VIDEO @ WINDSURFING @ WATER SKIING 


SEA FEVER DIVING CRUISES P.O. BOX 39-8276 MIAMI BEACH, FL 33139 


SEA FEVER 


CATCH IT NOW 


Toll Free 800-44-FEVER 





FL 305-531-DIVE 
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In-The-Out Islands, Bahamas 


The place is 
“far out”... 
the price is not! 


5 


one 


mae eS walls. + 


LST mode! 

eRe pistoric. Bes wee 

ree irene eae 

eal orld-fa 

ane \W. Shark. Rect... 
see a Aaventure- Ras 
‘c agiae Sve Cruising — 
Or 


“ip great -dive resort = 


$A89. 00 = ' 





And...two persons together (diving or 
non-diving) visiting us Saturday-to-Satur- 
day, can save another $139 (subject to 
our own flight services, Ft. Lauderdale or 
Nassau/Stella Maris being booked into 
package)! 

Any way you add it up, our diving/non- 
diving packages are always a superb val- 
ue in top tropical diving and unmatched 
island resort holiday enjoyment! 

For reservations or information, contact 
your local dive shop or travel agent, or 
call our U.S. booking information office 
collect at 305-467-0466, or U.S. & Canada 
800-327-0787, Miami 443-3821. 

Fill out this coupon and mail to: Stella 
Maris Inn, P.O. Box SM-105, Long Island, 
Bahamas. 
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Bimini Undersea Adventures offers 
dive/lodging packages with both 
Brown’s Hotel and the Big Game Club; 
Brown’s offering economy and the Big 
Game Club featuring more upscale ac- 
commodations with air-conditioned 
rooms with color TV, a freshwater swim- 


| ming pool, restaurant and lounge. 


GRAND BAHAMA 
Grand Bahama lies at about the same 
latitude as Palm Beach, Florida and is on- 
ly about 60 miles east of it. Accessible by 


| daily flights from Miami, Ft. Lauderdale, 


Paim Beach and several major U.S. gate- 
way cities, Freeport is very well served by 
air traffic. The tourist industry in Freeport 
is quite complete and sophisticated, with 


1a wide range of resort hotels, miles of 


sand beach and watersports activities, 


| tennis, golf, horseback riding, sightsee- 


ing and excellent duty free shopping. The 
casinos and nightly cabaret shows further 
contribute to the total island atmosphere 
of vacation! 

Diving services on Grand Bahama are 
the province of the UNDERWATER EX- 
PLORERS SOCIETY (UNEXSOQ) with its 


i main center of operations in Freeport and 


a branch at the Jack Tar Village to serve 
the diving needs of the West End of the 


jisland. UNEXSO has been a dominant 


force in recreational diving for 23 years 
and many of the innovations the sport has 
enjoyed were born at UNEXSO on Free- 
port. UNEXSO of today is a modern com- 
plex housing an 18 foot deep training 
tank to augment its complete programs of 
resort courses and advanced scuba in- 
struction programs. There is also a retail 
dive shop and boutique, guest gear stor- 
age area, second (and shallower) swim- 
ming pool also used for scuba instruction 
and resort checkouts, a popular bar and 
snack restaurant, three custom dive 


| boats and a new and expanded photo fa- 


cility devoted to both stills and video, in- 


cluding E-6 film processing. 


The dive boats are conveniently 
docked near the compressor and guest 
gear storage areas and all three boats 


are utilized to transport the steady flow of 


divers scheduled for the thrice daily ex- 
cursions. The reefs bear three distinct 
configurations: deep, medium and shal- 
low, and there are fascinating wrecks as 
well, most notably Theo’s Wreck. This is 
a 230 foot steel freighter intentionally 
sunk by the UNEXSO staff as a diving at- 


traction. It presently sits on its port side, 


at the edge of a drop-off, in 100 feet of 


| water. A school of horse-eye jacks has 
| taken up residence on the wreck and bar- 


racudas, turtles, snappers and schools of 


baitfish are frequent visitors. A second 


wreck, the Jose, was intentionally scut- 








tled as a dive site on June 19, 1986 in 65 
feet of water. Already this steel hulled 
tugboat (45 x 20 feet) has begun to at- 
tract fish life and a green moray eel has 
chosen the stern as its lair. 

The UNEXSO dive operation at the 
Jack Tar Village serves a dual role. Not 
only is it the dive service for the 400 room 
waterfront hotel, but it also offers diversity 
to the Freeport dive itineraries and ac- 
cess to the very exceptional reefs and 
walls of the West End of Grand Bahama. 
Now the legendary dives such as Memo- 
ry Rock, Sherwood Forest and Shark 
Reef, formerly accessible only from live- 
aboard dive vessels, may be enjoyed by 
divers preferring a hotel base. There is 
reciprocity privileges between both 
UNEXSO operations so that customers 
with a week to spend can really see the 
best of Grand Bahama diving, regardless 
of the hotel base chosen. 


ABACOS 

The Abacos consist of a boomerang- 
shaped chain of islands and cays that 
stretches 130 miles from Walker’s Cay to 
the north to Hole in the Wall at the south. 
Diving services are available in Walker's 
Cay, Marsh Harbour and Green Turtle 
Cay at present. Treasure Cay, which for- 
merly operated its own dive shop, is re- 
ferring divers to Green Turtle Cay as of 
this writing (Treasure Cay and Green Tur- 
tle Cay are fairly near, a short taxi and 
ferryboat ride apart). We will consider 
three of these diving services as repre- 
sentative of those in the Abacos. 

WALKER’S CAY is a small island of 
100 acres at the upper end of the Baha- 
mas chain. The island itself is quite lush 
and green with sculpted lawns and hard- 
wood trees and a maximum elevation of 
perhaps 80 feet. Walker’s International 
Airline out of Ft. Lauderdale provides the 
transportation (along with private aircraft 
and yachts) to the resort. The hotel has 
62 rooms, four villas, 75 boat slips in the 
marina, two swimming pools, two bars, a 
restaurant, gift shop, commissary, tennis 
courts, disco and game room and a fleet 
of boats to handle the fishing and diving 
requirements of guests. 

The dive operations are directed by 
Sue Graves and include a full service 
dive shop with two instructors and two 
divemasters, compressors, tanks and the 
necessary rental gear to accommodate a 
full house of divers. The dive boat is a 34 
foot Ensign deep-V powered by diesel 
and set up for diver comfort with a walk- 
through transom, platform at sea level, 
tank racks, freshwater camera rinse and 
even subtle niceties such as fresh towels. 
The fishing is world class at Walker’s and 
the resort bustles with fishing activity in 
the summer, especially at tournament 
time. The same proliferation of marine life 
that attracts anglers has made Walker’s 
Cay popular with divers for many years. 

Most of the dive sites are within 15 min- 
utes of the marina and are in the 35 to 60° 









foot depth range. There are huge high 
profile coral heads, caverns, caves and 
surge channels and there is also a deep- 
er reef at 90 to 100 feet. 

Queen’s Il is an example of one of 
these medium reefs, with a mini-wall 
dropping from 35 to 60 feet and the pri- 
mary coral concentrations of elkhorn, 
brain and star. Here some pelagic activity 


Ni d 
ice and easy. 
Ni d cl 
Ice ana Ciose. 
is possible with jacks, yellowfin tuna and | is dj 
turtles cruising by, but the rays, reef tropi- 


cals and resident school of ballyhoo are ’ @ = % Ps 
more certain observations. We also | © 4 ‘ ae 4 P y 
made several dives on a site called | |= | é > ~ S 
White Hole to document the handfed | | ~ | | ra 
grouper and rock hind. Sue Graves and 
Walker's Cay sales director Cheryl Kirz 
set up a regular underwater circus with 
dozens of tame fish eagerly competing 
for the conch tidbits offered. 

Divers visiting Marsh Harbour will likely 
be served by DIVE ABACO under the di- 
rection of long time Bahamas dive veter- 
an Skeet LaChance. Skeet has been in 
the Bahamas dive business since 1960, 
for the past eight years working from his 
base at Marsh Harbour Marina. The dive 
boat is a 30 foot Island Hopper, custom- 
ized for diver convenience with tank 
racks, a comfortably stable dive platform 
with extended ladders and a unique stern 
tank support system to assist divers on 
and off with their gear. This part of the 
Abacos features shallow to medium 
depth reefs, high profile corals, canyons, 
swim-through caves and grottoes and, of 
course, friendly, approachable marine 
life. | say ‘‘of course’ because handfeed- 
ing groupers and eels has become a 
Skeet LaChance trademark over the past 
2? years. His sensitivity and rapport with 
marine life is refreshing and inspiring. 

At Boat Harbour Marina, Marsh Har- 
bour, there is a new operation under the 
direction of Jim and Carol Beights, for- 
merly dive concessionaires at Treasure 
Cay. GREAT ABACO DIVE AND PHOTO 
CENTER will utilize two 30 foot deisel 
powered Island Hoppers, the /reasure 
Seeker and the John B., for diver trans- 
port and will specialize in dive lodging 

packages with the Great Abaco Beach 


a ® 
~~ New Providence 
Hotel. Two compressors and a full line of ee ~ 
scuba rental gear are available as well as x Divers 


an extensive line of underwater photogra- Se 
phy equipment. The Sony 8mm video 













Small. . . private. . .one-resort island. 
Close, safe and currentless gin-clear water of the Upper Bahamas Barrier Reef. 
An overwhelming profusion of friendly fish and colorful corals at numerous 
sites and various depths. 

Undiscovered. Unspoiled. 

Home of Aqualife, the world’s ONLY marine aquarium fish hatchery and 
research center. 

Superb accommodations, dining, deep water marina, tennis and secluded beaches. 
Just 45 minutes from Ft. Lauderdale. 

Close. Safe. No problems. No hassles. 

Call for special dive packages. 


T WALKERS Cay Pm isscomaamas 


Le (305) 522-1469, U.S. Toll Free (800) 327-3714, Fla. Toll Free (800) 432-2092 
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system and Nikonos V with S$B103 
strobes are available for daily rental. One 
hour C-41 processing is projected to be 
available by spring. 

On Green Turtle Cay, the Green Turtle 
Club and Marina hosts BRENDAL’S DIVE 
SHOP LTD., owned and operated by 


Brendal Stevens. The Green Turtle Club | 


is a relaxed and scenic property with 31 
suites and villas, a freshwater lap pool, 
restaurant, lounge and marina to serve 
the fishing and diving interests of its clien- 
tele. Brendal’s Dive Shop is at dockside 
with a small retail store, compressor, 
rental gear and dive boat. This latter is a 
29 foot aluminum pontoon flattop pow- 


Complete Rental of Equipment Available from Tanks to Cameras 


Our qualified personne! will quide you through schools of rainbow-colored fish, by 
gardens of hard and soft corals, around the James Bond movie wrecks and under- 
water sets from Cocoon, Splash, Wet Gold and Twenty-Thousand Leaques Under 
the Sea. Dive alongside the dramatic walls, caverns and tunnels forming the 6000 foot 
deep channel, “The Tongue of the Ocean.” 90’ to 100’ visibility makes our diving a 
photographer's dream! Whether you favor macro studies of multihued sponge and 
coral formations, or wide-angled shots of large and graceful marine life such as the 
rays and porpoises that accompany our dive boats, we can accommodate you. 


@NEW BOATS © NEW TANKS 


For Information or Reservations Call Collect: 
THE UNDERWATER CONNECTION 


(414) 251-8283 
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Underwater treats in the Bahamas include 
colorful marine life on shallow reefs. His- 
torical wrecks and vessels purposely sunk 
to create artificial reefs add their own 
touch of excitement. Despite their proxim- 
ity to the U.S., the islands of the Bahamas 
offer total tropical ambiance, including 
sunsets on palm-outlined beaches. Among 
the methods of travel in these islands are 
shuttle flights aboard Chalk’s seaplanes. 


LP 








APRIL SEAS 


(U.S. REGISTRY) 
135°" LUXURY DIVING VESSEL 





Lay 


Vicia 


OE RO ED ET OE 





LARGE ENOUGH FOR PRIVACY, SMALL ENOUGH FOR INTIMACY 


BAHAMAS 


IF YOU CAN THINK WHAT A PERFECT LIVE-ABOARD DIVING VESSEL 
SHOULD HAVE—THE APRIL SEAS HAS IT ALL. 
(Private Bath with Shower in all Staterooms) 














® PROFESSIONAL CHEF ® PROFESSIONAL DIVING STAFF 
® GOURMET FOOD ® MAXIMUM DIVING WITH 
@®3 SUN DECKS MINIMUM EFFORT 
e “NEPTUNE’S” LOUNGE ® PHOTO LAB 
e VIDEO LIBRARY e UNDERWATER 
® LINENS, TOWELS PROPULSION UNITS 
® AIR-CONDITIONED THROUGHOUT e@WIND SURFERS 
® UNLIMITED DIVING ® TWO COMPRESSORS 
NOW ACCEPTING RESERVATIONS FOR INDIVIDUALS AND 
GROUPS—DEPARTURE FROM FORT LAUDERDALE 
1-800-922-8446—U.S. Toll Free P.O. Box 22947 
1-305-935-4359—Florida Fort Lauderdale 
Telex 264915 BARCO-UR Florida 33335 
FAX 305-463-8182 U.S.A. 


Under the Direction of Lee Turcotte 
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bahamas 


ered by a 70 horsepower outboard, cus- 
tom designed for diving. It reaches most 
of the dive sites within 20 minutes. 

The Green Turtle dive profile includes 
shallow reefs, caverns, caves and a few 
quite interesting historical shipwrecks. 
One of my favorite sites in the area is the 
Tarpon Dive. Here, it is possible to pre- 
dictably encounter a school of 11 tarpon, 
five to six feet long, in a coral canyon 40 
feet down. Mr. T, the green moray so 
named because of a T-shaped scar on its 
head, is another regular. The San Jacin- 
to wreck is the southernmost dive acces- 
sible from Green Turtle Cay and one of 
my favorite dives out of Treasure Cay as 
well. Here the first U.S. built steamship 
ran aground in 1865. While little remains 
but scattered wreckage, hull plating and 
the boilers, the marine life is tremendous 
and the handfeeding of Pickles and Pep- 
per, the green morays, is exciting. 


LIVE-ABOARDS 

The fleet of dive boats based along the 
Florida coast and within the Bahamas 
gets more plush, more professional and 
more impressive with each passing year. 
This year several new vessels have 
joined the fleet and major improvements 
have been added to the others. The 
advantage to live-aboard dive cruising is, 
of course, much greater range than is 
possible from a hotel base; more dives 
per day; and greater dive convenience 
since your floating hotel is parked over 
the dive site. 

This fall we had the pleasure of joining 
a cruise aboard the 90 foot Sea Fever. 
Owned and operated by Captain Tom 
Guarino, the Sea Fever departs Miami 
Beach for five day cruises to the Victories 
and Cat Cay, the Berry Islands, Cay Sal 
and Joulter Cays. She is a swift (20 knot), 
safe, aluminum hulled dive boat. Sea Fe- 
ver began life working the oil fields in the 
Gulf of Mexico and she owes her speed 
and stability to that intent. Since Captain 
Guarino has reworked her from the bilge 
up for diver convenience, she is superbly 
suited to her new incarnation. She is fully 
air-conditioned with two compressors, 
two generators, 2,000 gallons of fresh 
water, a spacious and logical dive deck 
with tank racks and guest gear storage, 
comfortable dive platform and ladders, 
and stereo and video. The underwater 
video programs aboard Sea Fever are 
steadily expanding owing to Captain 
Guarino’s interest in video and the in- 
creasing demand from his clientele. To 
that end there are several monitors, color 
enhancers, editing consoles, playback 
decks and video cameras and housings 
aboard. Twenty-two divers may be ac- 
commodated aboard Sea Fever in three 
double cabins in a four, five and six pas- 
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senger configuration. 

The Bottom Time If is one of the new 
dive boats working the Bahamas from a 
Ft. Lauderdale base. A high speed cata- 
maran, the Bottom Time ff! is 86 feet long 
and 30 feet wide, which gives the vessel 
exceptional stability both underway and 
at anchor. Powered by two 800 horse- 
power Rolls Royce diesels, she is fully 
air-conditioned (including individual units 
in each of the 15 staterooms) and carries 


BAHAMAS DIVE 
BOATS 


April Seas, 135’ 

Lee Turcotte 

P.O. Box 22947 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335 
(800) 922-8446 (toll free) 
(305) 935-4359 (Florida) 


Blackbeard’s Cruises 
Sea Explorer, 65’ 
Morning Star, 65’ 
Pirate’s Lady, 65' 

Bruce and Peggy Purdy 
P.O. Box 661091 

Miami Springs, FL 33266 
(800) 327-9600 

(305) 888-1226 


Sea Fever Diving Cruises 
Sea Fever, 90’ 

Captain Tom Guarino 

P.O. Box 39-8276 

Miami Beach, FL 33139-0276 
(305) 531-DIVE (Florida) 
(800) 44-FEVER (toll free) 


Bottom Time Adventures 
Bottom Time, 65’ 

Bottom Time II, 80’ 

Captain A.J. Bland 

P.O. Box 11919 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33339-1919 
(305) 561-0111 


Out Island Oceanic 

Sea Dragon, 65’ 

Captain Dan Doyle 

2200 S. Andrews Ave. 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 
(305) 522-0161 


Island Fantasy, 90’ 
Captain Frank Hammett 
301 E. Blue Heron Blvd. 
Rivera Beach, FL 33404 
(305) 848-7632 





two 22 cfm compressors, two huge sun- 
decks, a massive aft dive deck and plat- 
form, stereo, video and state-of-the-art 
electronics and navigational aids. Ten of 
the cabins have twin bunks and five offer 
double beds; each has a lavatory and 
hanging vanity with outside portholes. All 
accommodations are above the water 
line, which eliminates any annoyance 
from water slapping against the hull. The 
cruising concept of the Bottom Time Ii 
and Captain A.J. Bland is to have the ves- 
sel based in Ft. Lauderdale but schedule 
trip originations in various parts of the Ba- 
hamas so one cruise might feature the 
Victories and Cat Cay, while others might 
tour Grand Bahama, the Berry Islands, 
the Exumas, Cay Sal or even the Dry Tor- 
tugas. E-6 film processing will be added 








this year and the Bottom Time, the 65 foot 
vessel that preceeded Bottom Time Hl, is 
still available for dive charter. 

Blackbeard’s Cruises is one of the 
most popular live-aboard diving services 
in the Bahamas. Operated by Bruce and 
Peggy Purdy, Blackbeard’s fleet sails 
from Miami and consists of three 65 foot 
sailboats. The Morning Star, Sea Expior- 
er and Firate’s Lady are similarly con- 
structed fiberglass sloops with diesel 
power for becalmed conditions. Each 
carries an ample crew of eight to cater to 
the diver's needs during the standard 
seven day, six night cruises. These 
cruises are set up as all-inclusive tours, 
with unlimited diving, food and even 
drinks. The Blackbeard’s fleet is able to 
accommodate 28 passengers on each 
vessel, but to assure diver comfort no 
more than 22 are typically carried. The 
pace on the Blackbeard’s cruise is re- 
laxed, there is plenty of time for diving, 
and it is even possible to learn a little (or 
a lot) about sailing. 

The R/V Sea Dragon is a 65 foot cus- 
tom live-aboard that enjoys a very loyal 
repeat following. Since it is based in Nas- 
sau, the Exumas are quite accessible and 
the cruise will offer unlimited diving with 
an on board compressor and accommo- 
dations in four double staterooms. 

The M/V Island Fantasy has estab- 
lished a reputation for superior service 
and fine dining in addition to providing 
access to the superior diving of a Grand 
Bahama offshore itinerary. Based in Rivi- 
era Beach, the /sland Fantasy has eight 
double staterooms, twin 871 GM diesels, 
24 hour air-conditioning and electrical 
service (110 volts, 60 cycles), a 30 cfm 
compressor, water maker, full navigation- 
al electronics and radio communications, 
and three color televisions equipped with 
VCRs. The /sland Fantasy cruise is in- 
tended to pamper you. 

The newest addition to the Bahamas 
dive fleet is expected to be operational as 
this issue hits the newstands. The April 
Seas is a 135 foot luxury dive vessel that 
will be based just three miles from the Ft. 
Lauderdale airport. She will have 13 dou- 
ble staterooms on the main deck and 
three suites below, for a total accommo- 
dation capacity of 32. The April Seas is 
intended as a vessel of extreme luxury 
and will be powered by twin 1,350 horse- 
power GM turbo diesels. She will be fully 
air-conditioned and also function as a 
day dive boat. 

For further information regarding Baha- 
mas dive packages, please contact the 
individual resort or dive operator, or call 
the Bahamas Office of Sports Information 
at (800) 32-SPORT or (805) 442-4867. 
Mail inquiries may be addressed to 255 
Alhambra Circle, Suite 415, Coral 
Gables, Florida 33134. The Bahamas 
Reservation Service at (800) 327-0787 
can further assist with information regard- 
ing room availability throughout the is- 
lands, transportation and other general 
travel questions. >t. 





Go Family Island hopping 
with a member of the family. 


Bahamasair wants you to come meet the entire family — 
all twenty of our beautiful Family Islands. 


There’s Eleuthera, The Abacos, The Exumas, Andros and seventeen other exotic destinations 
waiting for you. And we’re the only airline that flies to all of them. Of course we also fly our 
737’s to Nassau and Freeport from New York, Miami, Ft. Lauderdale, Tampa, Orlando, and 
Atlanta. So whether it’s snorkeling and swimming or golfing and gambling, Bahamasair is 
your best way to go. For reservations: Continental U.S.A. 1-800-222-4262, Miami (305) 
593-1910. Or see your travel agent. And remember, when it comes to the Family Islands, we 
don’t just hop there. We live there. 


Bahamasair 


We don’t just fly there. We live there. 





‘a 


ee “fe\ 
air is 4 GET SMART! 


MELCm wei ericlieriomac letra 


al y 

When you get ready for 
“that next dive be sure to 
include SPARE AIR on 
WeolUlaxe@alsve ania 


DESIGNED AND 
ENGINEERED 
BY DIVERS — 
FOR DIVERS! 


SPARE AIR is a self- @ 
contained air supply “4 


iB alcmelbicielavel|alcar-loreliacola 
Com velular=re10]| ©)aalcial@l ey-(e.4e 
age is as vital to you as 
your air tank regulator 
and your Dive Buddy! 


WTUIMOL i ameiimelariaiy 
of EXTRA air. 


It’s more than just 
another option, it’s a 
BREAKTHROUGH in: 
dive technology! 


@ COMPACT 
@ EASY TO USE 
@ LIGHTWEIGHT 


write or call = 
Submersible Systems 
Manufacturers of SPARE AIR 


* 18442 GOT Street 
Huntington Beach, California 92647 3 
(714) 842-6566 Sr .3 





Become A Commercial 


Deep Sea Diver 
For The Lowest Total Tuition 


Of $1,295 + Reg. Fee 


For The Next Class 


have this SPORTOOL by 
WATERSPOT 


Coastal offers you a” <5 
complete program of 
diver training in our 

Basic Air Course for 

only $1,295, plus a 

$100 registration fee 

—a price unequalled 
anywhere! 


We'll teach you to become a well-rounded pro- 
fessional diver, trained in all phases of diving: 
Salvage, construction, research and oil field, 
including hard hat diving. 


Our comprehensive diver course is completed in 
only 111 weeks (427 full-time hours) of train- 
ing. Our safety record is unmatched—no acci- 
dents or fatalities in over 36 years of operation. 


Join our next class. Write today for details. Or 
call (415) 532-4211. 


The Almost Complete Dive Tool 
_— Handle 


mee og a le 


Coastal School of Deep Sea Diving 
320 29th Avenue, Oakland, CA 94601 


415) 532-4211 —@ - oe 
For full An is application form Send check or money order $20. 


enclose $3 U.S. for handling and postage. |  Jneludes tax and shipping costs. 
ene. ot ia OSes see WATERSPOT 

aniespmeeses wd ar Lge. he 7 tons ie 8228 N. Marina Pacifica Dr 
ition hee Skee, sO eae Long Beach, CA 908035 

i) a ies LP a 213/ 596-8111 
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DIVING MEDICINE 
(Continued from Page 18) 


inches taller by being pulled out of a 
hardhat outfit in a few seconds before en- 
tering the chamber. 

An interesting paper was presented by 
the diving physiologists at the Saitama 
(Japan) Medical School. These scientists 
devised a small electronic unit that rec- 
ords the depth profile of a scuba diver 
from the time he enters the water until the 
end of the dive. By monitoring the dive 
profile continuously, they could examine 
it during sport or working dives. They 
found that our usual depth gauge and 
watch do not provide the proper data on 
profiles, because in sport diving, there 
are many excursions that cannot be doc- 
umented by these instruments. Their de- 
vice connects to a personal computer 
that can display the dive profile, be print- 
ed out and stored permanently in the 
computer. This is the ultimate dive log. Al- 
though the device is currently a research 
tool, it is likely, with advances in electron- 
ics, that we will one day carry such a 
depth/time recorder, which will also con- 
tain a decompression meter. The data 
from it will be transferred to a topside 
computer for logging your dive. 

Karl Huggins, inventor of the Edge dive 
computer, provided us with interesting in- 
formation on the first several years of ex- 
perience with the instrument. He pointed 
out the flexibility a computer provides in 
multilevel diving. From remarks of sever- 
al other participants, it was obvious the 
most useful application of the computer 
was in single dives with varying levels of 
depth, or where two dives are performed. 
More than two dives, or deep long dives, 
may cause the meter to underestimate 
decompression. 

There were several papers that provid- 
ed data on adaptation to decompression 
sickness. These studies were done on 
tunnel workers who compress and de- 
compress daily to work in pressurized 
tunnel construction. They often begin a 
project with a seven percent incidence of 
decompression sickness (usually the 
mild limb bend type), then the incidence 
falls to about two percent over the first 
two to three days of exposure. There also 
seem to be certain persons who are sus- 
ceptible to decompression sickness and 
they will develop symptoms of the dis- 
ease when other people—with the same 
dive profiles—do not. This indicates div- 
ers may be more prone to decompres- 
sion sickness at the beginning of a trip 
and should plan on being very conserva- 
tive then. Deep dives should be done two 
to three days after steady diving or risk of 
decompression sickness may be higher. 
Factors that seem to increase incidence 
of decompression sickness include age, 
obesity, water temperature, individual 
susceptibility and acclimatization. ># 





THE CAPSULE “8” houses 
Sony's State-Of-The-Art 8mm 
“Handycam’. It is without a doubt 
the most compact and lightweight 
underwater video system availa- 
e)(=me (elo r=\"amicelaninvellevalesye) 0\=14 (0) ma gcas 
sults can be obtained with a mini- 
mum amount of instruction and 
experience. 


SYSTEMS THAT REALLY 
WORK...WONDERS! 


THE AQUATICA “3” houses 
the Nikon F3 and Canon F1. 


It is the most complete and profes- 
Velarclimme arels)ayvrcl (clam o)ate) Cole] el 0)aly 
system available today. 


THE AQUATICA “3” is shown 
equipped with the 105 mm Macro 
Port and a Nikonos V mounted on 
the accessory shoe. 


| Vision Systems Inc. 
ontréal, Canada H4N 1X1 


TOPSIDE PHOTO CONTEST 


Ocean Expo Productions will present 
the 1987 International Photography Con- 
test In conjunction with Oceans Miami 
Month and the Ocean Expo ’87 Film Fes- 
tival held at Planet Ocean in Miami, Flori- 
da April 4-5. 

The contest judges are Bill Held, Steve 
Lucas and Burton McNeely. First place 
gets a prize and a plaque with second 
and third receiving prizes and ribbons. 

Entries must be received by March 10. 
For an official entry form and. rules, 
please send a self-addressed, stamped 
envelope (or international postal coupon 
for foreign requests) to: Ocean Expo Pro- 
ductions, 1141 NE 142nd Street, North 
Miami, Florida 33161. >. 


AQUASPORT 
(Continued from Page 44) 


the boat before it is put into storage. 

Fishermen will really appreciate the 86 
quart insulated fish box beneath the pas- 
senger seat (it's also great for ice and 
drinks), two rod holders and a recirculat- 
ing baitwell. Divers and swimmers will 
appreciate the freshwater shower nozzle, 
which can be used to wash the salt off 
before the ride home, as well as the be- 
low seat storage for hiding dive equip- 
ment or items that need to stay dry. 

The console comes equipped with a 
Stainless steel wheel with hydraulic steer- 
ing, Ritchie compass, fuel gauge, tach- 
ometer, temperature/water pressure 


gauge, voltmeter, trim indicator, com- 
plete instrument panel and more. The 
windshield, which folds across the center 
to completely shield the passangers in 
the aft section, is made of tinted safety 
glass and comes equipped with wind- 
shield wipers as well. 

On the list of options available, a few 
really are musts for divers. The first is the 
Step-On dive platform. Of all the swim 
ladder assemblies we have seen, this 
one takes the prize. The sun top will also 
be very useful. You should also have 
your dealer install tank racks along the 
sides of the boat both forward and aft for 
better balance. 

As described, less the outboard motor 
and options, the Sandpiper 222 carries a 
retail price tag of $16,298. For the name 
of an Aquasport dealer near you, contact 
Aquasport, In., 7925 West 2nd Court, Hi- 
aleah, FL 33014. >. 
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If you like to spend your time diving. Not carrying tanks 
and cleaning equipment. We've got the vacation for you. 

Our BVI packages start with UNLIMITED DIVING at 
some of the world’s most breathtaking sites, including the 
Wreck Of The Rhone, Angelfish Reef, Blonde Rocks, The 
Indians and Painted Walls. 

We add 80° temperatures, balmy breezes, sun, sailing 
and seclusion. Plus, the personal service and experience of 
Aquatic Centres, Tortola’s oldest diving operation... where 
you'll never carry a tank. 


Ns Ny? “49 oF 


8 days / 7 nights 
Unlimited Diving 





Accommodations at Treasure Isle Hotel or Prospect 
Reef Resort, two of Tortola’s finest hotels. 

So, what are you weighting for? For more information 
about an Aquatic Centres’ BVI vacation, plus full color hotel 
brochures, call us direct, in Tortola, toll free, at 1-800-233-7938. 
(Or write Aquatic Centers at P.O. Box IO8—Road Town, Tortola, British 
Virgin Islands.) 


Alan Baskin’s 


« AQUATIC CENTRES 
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ChAN, 


Gg? ahead: Attempt to concentrate 
on the orange cup coral lining the 
wreck’s interior. Ignore the eight inch 
coney gliding under your chin as you 
focus on the red sponge encrusting 
the gearbox housing. Sure, the bait- 
fish are milling outside the cargo 
room, but did you look across the 
sand recently—out past the wreck 
midsection, near the condenser? 
That’s not a mini-sub. That's a 300 
pound jewfish! 

Oh yes, just another day on the 
wreck of the RMS Rhone, undoubtedly 
the most famous uive site in the British 
Virgin Islands. But, the BVI abounds 
with other great wrecks, reefs and 
drop-offs. The topside world Is just as 
glorious. The temperatures vary from 
the low 70s(°F) in winter to the mid- 
80s in the summer. Trade winds ca- 
ress the mountainous islands. On Tor- 
tola, the steep hillsides reach up to 
1,780 feet above sea level. The island, 
which covers just 21 square miles, Is 
home to 9,000 people. They're proud 
of their British heritage and customs. 
Although there may be a United States 
National Football League game on the 
big-screen TV at the hotel, there’s of- 
ten a bigger crowd at Road Town's 
soccer field. 

When Alan Baskin and Eva Cope 
decided to move their home and busi- 
ness off the island of Haiti, they listed 
their fundamental criteria for their new 
home. The area had to have: (1) ex- 
cellent and highly varied diving, (2) fa- 
vorable climate, (3) lots of topside ac- 
tivities, (4) natural tropical beauty 
and—by no means of least impor- 
tance—(5) warm and friendly people. 
Just as they began their search, they 
received news that the Aquatic 
Centres, one of the best known dive 
operations of the BVI, might become 
available. That event, followed by 


CENTRES 
Baskin In The Sun 
In The BVI 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY MARK M. LAWRENCE 


what Alan and Eva refer to as a series 
of miracles, culminated in their perma- 
nent move to Tortola. 

From their experiences in running 
dive operations on several other Car- 
iobbean Islands, and from their own 
uniquely charming personalities, Alan 
and Eva bring to Tortola some fresh 
ideas. Their net bag system was a big 
hit on Haiti. Upon checking into one of 


the two Aquatic Centres facilities, 


newly arriving guests receive mesh 
bags with their names on them. At the 
end of the day’s diving, visitors put 


. their personal dive gear into their own 


bags. The divemasters collect all the 
gear, rinse and store it for the night. 
When the divers return the next morn- 
ing, their equipment has already been 
loaded onto their dive boat. As Alan 
Baskin put it, ‘“Our guests’ only re- 
sponsibility is to remember to put the 
dust caps on their regulators. We take 
care of the rest.” 

Aquatic Centres, a division of Ba- 





SECTION 







From top left: Road Town, Tortola, BVI; 
orange filefish; Eastern Airlines 757; 
Odile Long and Eleanor Klein with a 
large wrench on the Rhone wreck. 


skin in the Sun, maintains two facilities 
on Tortola. One is at the Prospect Reef 
Resort marina and the other is just be- 
low the Treasure Isle Hotel. These two 
facilities can easily handle the vaca- 
tioning diver’s rental or repair needs. 
Whether you want to look good in a 
pair of designer sunglasses or take a 
good look at various types of dive 
equipment, the shelves of the Aquatic 
Centres are well stocked. 

Rainbow Visions adjoins the Aquat- 
ic Centres store at Prospect Reef. Jim 
Scheiner and Odile Long run this full 
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service video and photographic facili- 
ty. They offer much more than just the 
normal E-6 processing and photo- 
graphic sales and rental. Because Jim 
and Odile have been photographing 
and diving in the Virgin Islands for 
years, they have accumulated not only 
a great collection of images and video 
footage, but have also learned how to 
find special fish and critters and where 
to go to turn a ho-hum photograph into 
something special. For the experi- 
enced visiting photographer, touring 
underwater with this pair is a pleasure. 
And, if you have never used a camera 
they'll be glad to show you how easy 
underwater photography can be with 
a Nikonos automatic TTL strobe sys- 
tem or a compact Sony 8mm video 
camera. If you prefer playing in front 
of the camera, then go diving with Jim 
in the morning and he’ll have a profes- 
sionally prepared tape of you—ready 
for your VCR—that evening. 

Aquatic Centres currently operates 
three charter vessels; a fourth boat is 
on the drawing boards. Word of mouth 
works. Alan and Eva receive more stu- 
dent referrals and intros to scuba each 
year. They've designated their 26 foot 
dive boat, Wet Delight, to be used pri- 
marily for beginning divers. On board 
the 30 foot Apache there’s plenty of 
room for photo equipment and dive 
gear as well as an area sheltered from 
the tropical sun. Slightly larger groups 
may find themselves commandeering 
the 36 foot Tejas. Each boat carries 
coolers of sodas and fresh water. 
There's always room to keep a picnic 
lunch chilled. Most dive sites lie 
across the Sir Francis Drake Channel. 
The Aquatic Centres vessels make 
these runs comfortably and quickly. 

Without good crews, dive boats are 
just hulls. Aquatic Centres has some 
great divemasters. Like Alan and Eva, 
the divemasters take the time to get to 
know their guests. During the ride be- 
tween sites, the divemasters may ex- 
plain the origin of an island’s name 
such as Salt Island and Dead Chest or 
recount, with slight embellishment, the 
local history. All the guides gave infor- 
mative briefings; their talks reveal their 
firsthand knowledge of the local reef 


inhabitants. Underwater, each dive- 


master uses a slate and grease pencil 
to help identify interesting marine fau- 
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na. On several dives, such as Painted 
Walls, the guides carry Mini-Suns, 
These bright lights bring out the true 
underwater colors. With the flick of a 
switch they turn a rock wail into a mul- 
ticolored painting. 

Aquatic Centres works closely with 
several BVI hotels. Each has its own 
special character. Prospect Reef Re- 
sort makes life for the traveling diver 
easy and varied. All of the 131 rooms 
have kitchenettes. Rooms range from 
standard to deluxe villas. Conference 
facilities are available. When not div- 
ing, check out the tennis courts or 
pitch and putt course. There are three 
pools. The shops include laundry, hair 
salon and the gourmet grocery, Little 
Circle. Little Circle even has the daily 


AQUATIC CENTRES 


P.O. Box 108 

Road Town, Tortola 
British Virgin Islands 
(809) 494-2858 
(from U.S. phones) 
(800) 233-7938 





New York Times. You can work off all 
the good food from the two restau- 
rants and beach bar at the hotel gym. 
Prospect will gladly arrange deepsea 
fishing, island tours and car rentals. 

Aquatic Centres’ other facility is at 
the Treasure Isle Marina. Their 40 
rooms line the hillside above the Road 
Town harbor. From the Spy Glass Bar, 
you can look out across the pool to 
the mouth of the harbor. From the 
driveway you can look into the pool 
and watch the Aquatic Centres’ scuba 
classes through the viewing ports. The 
hotel works with several boats in the 
area, which provide day sails and is- 
land trips. Treasure Isle Hotel has its 
own sailing school. In cooperation 
with the Aquatic Centres, Treasure Isle 
offers a traditional diving/hotel pack- 
age and its own Ironman Course. In 
one eight day vacation, energetic 
guests can learn the basics of sailing 
and earn their scuba certification. If 
that’s not enough, you can burn up the 
tennis courts, too. 

Alan and Eva also designed a spe- 
cial package with the Morgans’ Sugar 
Mill Hotel. Built around an old planta- 
tion, the grounds of the Sugar Mill 


stretch from beach to hillside. Jeff and 
Jinx Morgan maintain close contact 
with all their guests. Here the empha- 
sis is on relaxation and fine food. 
Guests can enroll in week long cook- 
ing classes or the new Dive and Dine 
vacation. Between Jeff and Jinx spoil- 
ing the divers with exquisite food and 
Alan and Eva pampering the divers 
with great reefs, this trip can certainly 
live up to its billing as the underwater 
gourmet’s perfect holiday. 

Peter Island is an exclusive island 
retreat where pride is taken in ‘‘doing 
nothing extraordinarily well.’’ The idea 
of “nothing’”’ is sailing, windsurfing, 
fishing, tennis and horseback riding. 
On the beach at Deadman Bay, guests 
soak up the sun, read and lounge un- 
der the palms. The service at Peter |s- 
land is excellent. Aquatic Centres dive 
boats regularly greet guests at the ho- 
tel’s private marina. 

Long Bay Hotel sits on one of Torto- 
la's most famous beaches. Rooms 
range from standard to oceanside cot- 
tages. Between the stilts upon which 
the cottages stand are hammocks, 
which are great for after dive naps. In 
addition to a swimming pool and ten- 
nis court, the hotel has a nine hole 
pitch and putt golf course. 

Diving the RMS Rhone always gets 
top billing in the BVI. Part of the ship 
lies in 60 to 80 feet of water and the 
stern reaches within 20 feet of the sur- 
face. This arrangement lends itself to 
a two dive tour. Although no one can 
guarantee you'll meet an enormous 
grouper on every dive, a good time is 
a sure bet. As Earl Weaver of Diver 
Training Center in Plano, Texas, said, 
‘‘?’ve been diving for 26 years and the 
Rhone is always fantastic.” 

The wreck of the Chikuzen sits in 
the middle of sand flats. Rising from 
the sand at 80 feet, the ship reaches 
to within 40 feet of the surface. With 
nothing else around, the 280 foot hull 
has become an oasis for marine life. 
Large schools of barracuda, jack and 
even pompano frequent the wreck. 
Rays hide in the sand. Because the 
Chikuzen is in the open Atlantic, 
where seas and currents are variable, 
this exciting dive is for experienced 
divers only. 

Everyone should visit Painted Walls. 
Depths are 50 feet and less. Rocky 
canyons lead the diver around to a 
sponge encrusted tunnel. When the 
divemasters illuminate the walls with 
their lights, the reef sparkles with col- 
or. The reef drops from 20 to 60 feet 
at Blonde Rocks. Look for sleeping 
nurse sharks under the ledges. Like 
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many spots in the BVI, the undercuts are 
covered with brightly colored sponges. 
Deepwater gorgonians grow on the over- 
hanging main ledge. 

West of Norman Island stand the four 
Indians. These rocks rise far above the 
sea from the bottom at 50 feet. The Indi- 
ans have a great variety of hard arid soft 
corals. Norman Island features caves that 
are great for snorkeling and shallow div- 
ing. Usually dense schools of fry hide 
from predators here. Visibility in the BVI 
averages between 60 and 80 feet. Clarity 
in excess of 100 feet is not rare. 

Alan and Eva still run their usual two 
tank morning and single tank afternoon 
trips, but they have developed a new way 
to enjoy the British Virgin Islands. Rather 
than rush the diving day, they plan to ex- 
tend the two tank trip by allowing time for 
a surface adventure. It works like this: 
Play on Blonde Rocks for your first dive. 
Zip over to Cooper Island for the surface 
interval. Cooper Island has a great beach 
and a restaurant. Perhaps you would like 
to munch on shrimp tempura or veal Mar- 
sala under the palm trees. Painted Walls 
would be a great second dive. Another 





day you may start by diving Angelfish 
Reef, picnic and snorkel the caves on 
Norman Island and visit the Indians in the 
afternoon. This leisurely approach to div- 
ing lets visitors experience all the delights 
of the British Virgin Islands. 

That is the way Alan and Eva think. 
Guests shouldn’t have to work or rush, 
but they should love the service and the 
diving. Visitors who come and sample 
Aquatic Centres’ easy diving return again 
and again. Texas diver Arthur Rhea con- 
cisely expressed his group's unanimous 
impression of their week with the Aquatic 
Centres, when he smiled and stated, ‘'It 
was great!”’ 

Travel to the British Virgin Islands is 
easy. Major airlines such as Eastern fly 
from Miami and New York daily to San 
Juan. From San Juan many commuter 
airlines such as Eastern Metro hop over 
to the BVI. Most flights land on Beef Is- 
land, the little island that adjoins Tortola. 
There are also frequent ferries from St. 
Thomas in the United States Virgin lIs- 
lands. Whatever your preferred mode of 
travel, by air or sea, it doesn’t take long 
to get to the BVI. »# 


CAYMAN SIXGILL 


One thousand feet underwater, off the 
west wall of Grand Cayman, an exciting 
discovery was made recently. Dr. 
Eugenie Clark of the University of Mary- 
land, and National Geographic photogra- 


pher, Emory Kristof, spotted an eight foot, 
immature female sixgill shark through the 
front viewport of RSL’s PC 1802 Perry 
submersible. According to Dr. Clark, 
“This is the southernmost sighting of 
these little known deepwater sharks. Per- 
haps the supreme predator of the deep 
(their habitat ranges from as shallow as 
1,000 feet on the darkest nights of the lu- 
nar cycle to depths of 4,000-6,000 feet), 
the sixgills are primitive cousins of the 
better known species that account for 
most of the sharks in the Caribbean and 
worldwide.”’ 

Grand Cayman is a perfect location to 
continue deepwater research using sub- 
marines. Dr. Clark has already booked 
submersible time for RSL’s PC 1802 and 
the 1,000 meter capability submarine, 
Pisces 2. The sixgill sharks will be the fo- 
cus of study during these research dives. 
Longer dives, 36-40 hours, are being 
planned. Again, the sixgill shark will be 
the central part of this study. Additionally, 
however, National Geographic hopes to 
generate enough data to write a feature 
article on the whole Cayman wall to a 
depth of 3,000 feet. 

Research Submersibles Ltd. offers 
anyone the opportunity to explore Cay- 
man’s wall and the wonders of the deep 
ocean realm to depths of 800 feet with 
professional pilots in one of two research 
submarines operating daily from George- 
town, Grand Cayman. >t 





fishing, water sports. A floating tennis court. And close by, and all around, the 
world’s most exciting dive sites. 


«Four Seasons BARRIER REEF 


Soon, in the crystal waters of this lagoon at John Brewer Reef, one of the most 
exciting holiday resorts ever created will come to life. Four Seasons BARRIER 
REEF the world’s first offshore floating resort, anchored 70km from Townsville, 
Queensland. 

Here, in the luxury of this international standard hotel you'll enjoy the unique 
wonders of Australia’s Great Barrier Reef and dive facilities that are second to 
none, anywhere in the world. 

Nothing has been spared to make Four Seasons Barrier Reef the ultimate 
experience. There are 176 luxuriously appointed suites, almost all with 
breathtaking views ofthe surrounding reef. Two restaurants. Two bars. A disco. A 
swimming pool. A gymnasium. An underwater observatory and submarine. Game 
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Four Seasons BARRIER REEF opens in July 1987. If you would like to be among 
the first to experience its delights, we invite you to make your reservation now. 
Call Four Seasons Reservations on 1-800-6549153 US National 1-800-9223559 
California 1-800-6549058 Canada 


There’s more to enjoy when you stay at 


LP 


Your friendly hosts coast to coast. 
80 Elizabeth St., Hobart. Tas. 7000. Australia 
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GALAPAGOS STUDY 


The Harbor Branch Oceanographic In- 
stitution research vessel Seward John- 
son recently visited the Galapagos ls- 
lands, carrying a four man sub and Har- 
bor Branch/SeaPharm Project re- 
searchers seeking to discover new drugs 
from marine organisms. 

These scientists were working, in part, 
on a contract recently awarded Sea- 
Pharm by the National Cancer Institute 
(NCI). SeaPharm collected deepwater 
specimens that will be provided to NCI in 
Washington for evaluation in its antitumor 
test systems. 

Utilizing scuba and the deep diving 
Harbor Branch submersible, Johnson- 
Sea-Link |, the Harbor Branch/SeaPharm 
scientists and their research assistants 
were hoping to discover new chemicals 
that will act against such human disor- 
ders as cancer, viral infections, fungal 
disease and disorders of the immune 
system. In the search for such cures, land 
organisms have already been extensively 
evaluated, while the oceans offer a vast 
reservoir of untapped resources. This 
type of research is quickly coming of age 
as underwater technology increases. 


Johnson-Sea-Link |, equipped with un- 
derwater video and still cameras, manip- 
ulator arms and suction type sampling 
devices, is certified to carry a pilot and 
three others as deep as 2,640 feet be- 


Holiday Inn Grand Cayman 
“The Inn On The Beach”’ 


neath the surface. Two unmanned subs, 
or remotely operated vehicles (ROVs), 
were also used on the mission. The Har- 
bor Branch developed CORD (Cabled 
Observation and Rescue Device) is capa- 
ble of operating, for indefinite periods of 
time, to a depth of 3,000 feet. A smaller 
robot called Minirover accompanied scu- 
ba divers, monitoring safety and photo- 
graphing the proceedings. | 

The Galapagos Islands were selected 
by the scientists as targets for shallow 
water collections because the area has a 
unique marine environment, a diversity of 
unique species and an abundance of ma- 
rine life that has been little explored as a 
source for drugs. > 


NAUI COLLEGE 


With recently concluded instructor 
training courses in Texas, Mexico, Korea 
and Europe, international and domestic 
instructional opportunities through NAUI 
College continue to expand. Offering the 
same training curriculum as can be taken 
on-site in Southern California, the exten- 
sion course ITC has seen rapid develop- 
ment in the past year. The course is de- 
signed for NAUI divemasters and assis- 
tant instructors who want to earn their 
certifications in a unique diving environ- 
ment and/or location closer to home. 

A full schedule is now available for 
1987 and can be found in the latest NAUI 
College brochure, which can be ordered 


and 


by calling (800) 423-7095 toll free or 
(800) 227-6663 toll free in California—or 
by writing the college offices at 27402 
Camino Capistrano, Suite 103, Laguna 
Niguel, CA 92677. 

NAUI College has stepped up its efforts 
to help its graduates who register with its 
placement office. In addition to providing 
resume and cover letter development as 
well aS personal counseling, the school’s 
office will now be automatically present- 
ing its candidates to all NAUI pro facilities 
on a regular basis. The college offers a 
variety of other post graduate services to 
its students as well. >. 


NC TRIPS 


Rod’s Charters, offering diving expedi- 
tions to shipwrecks in the graveyard of 
the Atlantic, begins its seventh season 
this year. The trips, guided by Rod Farb— 
author, photographer and authority on 
North Carolina shipwreck diving—will visit 
more than 30 of the best shipwrecks off 
the North Carolina coast this season. 

One of the East Coast’s finest wreck 
diving areas, the graveyard’s shipwrecks 
are bathed by the warm, clear tropical 
waters of the Gulf Stream and provide ex- 
cellent diving for photographers, natural- 
ists and artifact collectors. 

For more information contact Rod’s 
Charters, Rt. 1, Box 48AB, Cedar Grove, 
NC 27231; (919) 732-3934. >see 


Ron Kipp s 


Bob Soto’s Diving LTD. 


Proudly announce the Fifth Annual Guaranteed Dive Vacation 


AGAIN...NO SURPRISES AND NO EXCUSES. 
PLUS THESE NEW ADDITIONS! 


The Hotel—Our International Beach Resort is located right on the 
beach in the heart and best part of beautiful 7-Mile Beach. Spacious, well 
‘appointed rooms, fresh-water pool and beach bar. Excellent food and the 
home of Cayman's best evening entertainment, the legendary Barefoot 
Man, the ‘‘Scuba Balladeer.’’ 

The Diving—Bob Soto's Diving Ltd., the island's only PADI 5-star 
diving facility, presents the most comfortable, spacious boats on Grand 
Cayman. Our drop-front boats pick you up right at the Holiday Inn beach— 
5-15 minutes to Cayman's best dive sites. 

New Additions— Upgrade available for North Wall or Double Wall 
Dives at minimal additional charge. 

Underwater slide show every week. Maximum divers per boat 


Your dive boat will operate every day—GUARANTEED 


20 people. 


Room upgrade at additional cost, based on availability at time 


of arrival. 


Dive Package Includes—5 nite accommodations (economy cate- 
gory) at the Holiday Inn Grand Cayman—full American breakfast daily— 
four morning two tank dives—one night dive. 

Package Also Includes—Unlimited shore diving * tanks/backpack/ 
weight belt/surface buoy for shore dives « free Bob Soto's Diving T-shirt « 
Welcome Manager's Rum Punch Party « free admission to the Wreck 
of the Ten Sails nightclub « All the amenities of the Holiday Inn 


Grand Cayman 


Your room reservations are confirmed every day—GUARANTEED 


Or your diving vacation is freee—GUARANTEED 





\_ CAYMAN ISLANDS BW 


See your Professional Travel 
Agent, Dive Shop or write: 

U.S. Reservations Office, The 
Holiday Inn Grand Cayman, 
5100 Poplar Avenue, Suite 2219, 
Memphis, Tennessee 38137. 


1-800-421-9999 


RON KIPP'S 


ay =) if, 474. 


Lis 
= 
DIVING LTD. 


at the time of booking. 





™“$399.00°.... 


double occupancy 


Effective April 21 through December 15, 1987 


Three night x Seven night ¥ 
package $219 a 00 per person package $52 Gg ' 00 per person 
double occupancy 
*Prices do not include the 10% service charge and 6% government tax which will be quoted 


double occupancy 
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Top: Janice Lucas with yellowtail snappers at the wreck of the Oro Verde. 
Above: Four of the dive boats in Don Foster’s fleet. Below: Janice pets the 
tame grouper, Elizabeth, at Aquarium. Opposite page: Don Foster’s beautiful 
Chris Craft yacht Wavemaker is available for cruising charter (no diving). 


K. A show of hands please. How 

many of you like hotels? C’mon, be 
honest. Well, I'm not crazy about them. 
Now, please don’t misunderstand, | love 
traveling to almost any far off dive resort. 
You see, it’s not that | dislike the places 
| stay at any of the most popular islands, 
it's just that I'm not crazy about hotels. 
There just never seems to be enough liv- 
ing space, or privacy, for that matter. You 
know the feeling. One big room filled to 
Capacity with a couple of beds, a dresser, 
perhaps a table and a few chairs. When 
you add to that all the diving gear it takes 
for two people (heaven help you if there 
are four), the suitcases, camera cases, 
dive bags and the accumulated build-up 
of a week's souvenirs, suddenly there is 
hardly enough room to turn around with- 
Out tripping over something! 

Space: That's what | crave—space— 
and all the amenities, too. Well, let me let 
you in on a little secret. Every year hun- 
dreds of people escape small rooms by 
staying at Grand Cayman’s Hospitality 
World. They've got the space. Lots of 
Space and extras: one, two or three bed- 
rooms—enough for everyone—and each 
with a separate bath. (Oh, bravo to the ar- 
chitects!) Then there are full kitchens with 
real refrigerators, some with icemakers, 
ranges, sinks for soaking cameras (you 
can wash dishes in them, too, if you really 
want), living rooms with real couches and 














rocking chairs, dining rooms with real ta- 
bles, thick carpeting, air-conditioning, pa- 
tios, a pool and a beach! Don’t forget the 
beach. And, when was the last time you 
could sit down and watch American TV at 
a Caribbean hotel? Well, they’ve got sat- 
ellite dishes down here! 

| bet you're thinking it’s expensive, 
huh? Nope, not at all. In fact, it costs little 
more to stay in one of these apartments 
than any deluxe room at Cayman’s better 
hotels. In fact, if friends or groups share 
an apartment the cost will probably be 
less than the hotels. So how does Hospi- 
tality World do it? Simple: Marc Redt, 
general manager and presjdent of the 
Cayman Islands Hotel Association, has 
taken his more than 20 years of hotel 
management experience and applied it 
toward providing the best condominiums 
on the island by the day, week or month. 

With more than 250 privately owned 
units in his rental pool, Marc has selected 
some of the most beautifully furnished 
and lavishly landscaped and brought 
them under his company’s management. 
When you walk in the door of one of Hos- 
pitality World’s condominiums you'll feel 
like you just came back to your very own 
gorgeous Island home. There is one ma- 
jor exception: You get virtually all the 
same services, except on-premises food 





service, that you'd expect at any top re- 
sort hotel. All come with many—some 
even more—of the same amenities you 
want including that lovely accessory 
known as the maid. 

With Hospitality World you can return 
time after time to the same complex, or 
choose a different one for each trip and 
expect the same high quality service from 
the same management team. Instead of 
only one location you can select from any 
of ten, depending on your preferences. If 
you know Grand Cayman, the choices 
will be easy since most are among the 
best on the island. All but one are right on 
the beach. Some are close to George 
Town and the commercial district, one is 
near the north wall, and most have gro- 
cery stores and a wide selection of Cay- 
man’s best restaurants nearby. Some 
restaurants will even deliver to your door 
so you can eat in without cooking. 

So, you ask, the space sounds fabu- 
lous, but if I’m stuck in some tall condo 
building it has to be a hassle to do any 
diving. How do | get to the boat—rent a 
car? Well, you can if you want and rental 
costs are reasonable, plus, you can ex- 
plore a lot more. Some Hospitality World 
packages even include the car, but it’s 
only necessary at one property, some 
distance north of Seven Mile Beach. So, 
how about the diving? How is it done? 
Enter Don Foster’s Dive Grand Cayman. 

Marc Redt has teamed up with one of 
Cayman's most dynamic and fun loving 
dive couples, Don and Jil Foster. Their 
operation is one of the finest and smooth- 
est running found in the Caribbean. SKIN 
DIVER Magazine's Paul Tzimoulis was 
heard recently to say that ‘‘Don Foster’s 
name is to diving what Harvard’s name is 
to universities.’’ I'd say you can take that 
to mean they've got quality. 

When the Fosters arrange the dive por- 
tion of your vacation you don't have to 
worry about anything. And, as for your 
having to haul dive gear up and down 
from the 76th floor of a condo, out to the 
car, down the street and out to the boat, 
you can forget that, too. 

Managed by Allan Bloomrosen, Fos- 
ter’s operation makes dive logistics sim- 
ple. In most cases, unless winds make it 
chancy, one of Don and Jil’s custom built 
monohull flattops will pick you up directly 
on the beach in front of your condo. With 
either their brand new 54 foot, or one of 
the two new 52 foot custom boats, de- 
signed and built to Don's specifications, 
the captain nudges his bow up above the 
waterline, the mate/divemaster drops a 
ladder down to the sand and away you 
go. If you are traveling with a group, Allan 
can arrange for one of the two smaller 
flattops to accommodate you privately, 
depending on the number of people. 
When weather or location does not per- 
mit a beach pickup, he'll send out an air- 


conditioned bus to ferry you to the boat. 

On the way to the first morning site, 
one of the crew members will ready your 
gear if you like. In fact, they prefer to let 
you enjoy the ride while they prepare 
everything. But, if you insist, you can do 
it yourself. My motto? Why hurt their feel- 
ings? If they want to do it, let ‘em do it! 

The first dive is usually made at one of 
the exciting wall sites such as Trinity 
Caves, Eagle’s Nest, Orange Canyon or 
sand Chute. Following a surface interval, 
a second dive is made inshore on a reef 
such as Aquarium or one of Cayman’s 
freighter wrecks, the Oro Verde or Bal- 
boa. lf you want to get in as much diving 
as possible, you can also sign up for the 
afternoon single tank trip and one of the 
regularly scheduled night dives. 

In addition to the five dive boats, Don 
and Jil also own a beautiful Chris Craft 
yacht, the Wavemaker, which is available 
for charter cruising. Don is, however, 
quite proud of the beautiful teak finish of 
his yacht and does not permit scuba 
tanks aboard. 

If you do have an underwater photog- 
rapher sharing your apartment, or are in- 
terested in polishing your own skills, the 
Fosters have established a full service 
underwater photo center at their main 
base of operations at the Royal Palms 
Hotel. Resident underwater photo pro 
Brad Graham gives daily underwater 
photo instruction or can provide photo 
buddy service to record your dives on 
film or videotape. You can also rent cam- 
eras, U/W video equipment, flash units, 
lenses or have your rolls of Ektachrome 
or Fujichrome developed overnight. 

Reservations in the U.S. for Hospitality 
World and Don Foster’s Dive Grand Cay- 
man are made through Scuba Tours, Inc. 
A full service travel company, Scuba 
Tours’ staff members are highly experi- 
enced and knowledgeable about Grand 
Cayman diving and will gladly arrange 
everything including your Cayman Air- 
ways tickets. They know the various Hos- 
pitality World condominium complexes 
and can answer your questions intelli- 
gently. By the way, don't be afraid to ask. 
It's the only way to get exactly the accom- 
modations you want. They are all different 
and not all have the same furnishings or 
amenities. One is a bit remote (but worth 
the drive) and one is away from the 
beach, so tell them just what you expect. 
They'll also be glad to work out special 
rates for groups. Call toll free (800) 526- 
1394; in New Jersey (201) 256-9115. In 
Grand Cayman contact Don Foster’s Dive 
Grand Cayman Ltd., P.O. Box 151, Grand 
Cayman, BWI; (809) 949-7025. 

The next time you find yourself off 
somewhere in an undersized hotel room, 
don’t blame me. Hospitality World and 
Don Foster’s have got your space re- 
served right now. Just call them. > 
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This is where divemasters go on their day off - the exotic East End 
diving experience is loaded with shipwrecks, huge caverns and miles 
of wilderness wall diving. Comfortable accommodations, delicious food, 





friendly staff. The Cayman Diving Lodge ...... we deliver adventure and 
% discovery. 
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Discover The Best! 


COZUMEL 
Above And Below! 


424” 


*8 days, 7 nights 
at the new Bahia 
Hotel 


* 6—2 tank boat dives 
with lunch 

° Unlimited beach 
diving 

* Includes mandatory 
15% Mexican Hotel 





The new Bahia Hotel 
is located right on the 
harbor in downtown 
San Miguel. Enjoy 
great diving during 
the day, then jump in- 
to San Miguel’s excit- 
ing nightlife after the 
sun goes down. After 





all, Cozumel offers 
: Ht ' the BEST (Diving & 
LA A Jiving) vacation avail., 


° Free disco pass at the BEST prices! 


To Discover The Best Cozumel Has To Offer Day And Night 


oN. 1-800-446-2166 


= =CONTINENTAL Texas residents call (713) 446-2166 


collect for reservations only. 


Two Horlds Travel 1307 First St., Humble, TX 77338 
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PACIFIC NOMAD/FIJI 


See & Sea Travel of San Francisco will 
host unlimited diving cruises to Fiji's 
Great Sea Reef aboard the 100 foot Pa- 
cific Nomad. This vessel can accommo- 





date up to 18 divers. It is air-conditioned 
and has a beautiful native-craft interior. 

The Great Sea Reef runs westward 
from the island of Vanua Levu. It is 50 
miles of coral battlements dropping off to 
6,000 foot depths. 

For further information contact See & 
Sea Travel, 50 Francisco St., Suite 205, 
San Francisco, CA 94133; (800) DIV- 
XPRT or (415) 434-3400. >. 


GUANAJA SEMINARS 


Posada del Sol will present four one 
week historical seminars on the history of 
Columbus’ fourth voyage, his landing on 
Guanaja, Spanish buccaneers and pi- 
rates of the Caribbean, and how they 
used the Bay Islands as their stronghold 
to raid the Spanish Main. 

The seminars will be conducted by 
Mendel Petersen, retired curator of ma- 
rine archaeology at the Smithsonian Insti- 
tution. Petersen is a Columbus scholar, 
expert on Spanish New World trade and 
author of several historical works includ- 
ing Funnel of Gold. 

In addition to the lectures each day, ac- 
tivities will include: diving at the anchor- 
age spot of Columbus’ landing on 
Guanaja, a beach party at the landing 
site, a 16th century feast and a pirates of 
the Caribbean costume party. 

The dates are April 26-May 2, May 2-9, 
September 13-20 and September 20-27. 

Posada has established 25 permanent 
moorings on 58 dive sites. Two of the 
dive guides, Hector Andrade and Raul 
Santos, have completed their divemaster 
certification courses. Posada has sunk an 
85 foot boat in 80 feet of water to provide 
additional wreck diving. > 


DAN DIVING ACCIDENT 


COURSE IN CAYMAN 


The Divers Alert Network’s ninth Diving 
Accident and HBO Treatment course will 
be held at the Holiday Inn, Grand Cay- 
man, April 18-25. It includes the course 
in the mornings and two tank dives in the 
afternoons. It is designed for physicians 
and emergency room personnel, includ- 
ing paramedics and nurses. The aims are 
to provide the facts relevant to under- 








standing the management of diving acci- 
dents, especially those bearing on the 
basic physics and physiology and subse- 
quent treatment methods available. The 
Staff includes Dr. Peter B. Bennett, Dr. Jo- 
seph Farmer, Dr. Eric Kindwall and Dr. 
Giles Mebane. 

This activity is approved for 24 credit 
hours, Category 1 by the American Medi- 
cal Association; 2.4 CEU contact hours; 
24 hours from the American Academy of 
Family Physicians; and approved credit 
from the American College of Emergency 
Physicians and the National Association 
of Diver Medical Technicians. 

For Further details contact Cindi Eas- 
terling, M.Ed., Box 3108, Duke University 
Medical Center, Durham, NC 27710 or 
telephone (800) 222-9984, local (919) 
684-6878 or 684-6485. >t. 


BEQA DIVERS 
With the formation of Bega Divers Fiji, 


Scubahire Limited has expanded its op- 
erations to Pacific Harbour International 
Resort on Fiji's Coral Coast. 

The resort marina is just seven miles 
from Bega Lagoon. Bega Divers’ head- 





quarters includes a fully equipped dive 
shop and the company’s brand new dive 
boat, the Bega Diver. This is a 28 foot alu- 
minum Divecat, powered by two 140 hp 
Volvo Penta inboard-outdrive engines, 
and is designed and built especially for 
scuba diving. The ultra-modern vessel 
has special eccentric hulls, the cushion- 
ing effect of which enable it to maintain a 
high speed in rough sea conditions with- 
out loss of comfort to the passengers. 

Scubahire Limited is Fiji's only PADI 
franchised training facility. Visitors will be 
able to try out scuba diving with an intro- 
ductory dive or go through a resort 
course. Courses up to assistant instructor 
will be offered at Pacific Harbour Interna- 
tional Resort by Scubahire’s PADI open 
water instructors. 

Full dive shop facilities are available at 
Pacific Harbour, including sale of all scu- 
ba equipment at duty free prices. The 
new facility offers visitors the unique op- 
portunity of exploring Bega Lagoon by 
day and staying at a reasonably priced, 
international class resort by night. 

For information contact Bega Divers, 
G.P.O. Box 777, Suva, Fiji Islands. > 





Sunset House Dive Masters 
are avery special breed. 

If youre already a Sunset Diver 
you Il know they always give you 
special attention. 

Whether youre a novice or 
Oro diver. 

You see, We realize that Cay- 
man’s great diving is there for all. 

But there's nothing like diving 
these waters with friends. 

And that's wny our guests 


have been coming back again 
and again for a quarter century. 
Discover wnat ‘Dive Buddy’ 
really means. Make your reserva- 
tion on 1-800 854 4767. Or write 
PO Box 479, Grand Cayman, BW. 





Grand Cayman's Hotel For Divers By Divers. 


DIVE THE BEST OF THE FLORIDA KEYS 


Offered by the 4 premier dive shops ¢ Free tanks & weight belts 


8 DIVES FOR $130. 00 


Write: P.O. Box 409, Islamorada, Fla. 33036 He 


Or Call: 1-800-634- 3935/ In Fla. 
1-800-821-9155 


Reef Raiders 
Key West 


Diving Site 
Marathon 


Buddy’s Dive Shop 
Islamorada 


Atlantis Dive Ctr. 
Key Largo 
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Top: Captain Bill Cole gives a pre-departure briefing aboard the Pro Diver. Above: 
Divers cruise over the bow of the Mercedes. This wreck is just one of the ships. 
sunk in this area to form artificial reefs. Below: Colonial hydroids on the wheel- 
house of the Mercedes; Dana Becker and Loren Mackay inside the Pro Dive shop. 
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aving lived and dived in South Flori- 

da for the past nine years, | was anx- 
ious to sample the wrecks and reefs of Ft. 
Lauderdale. All | knew of the Ft. Lauder- 
dale beneath the seas was the very posi- 
tive word of mouth endorsements from 
other divers who had visited the wreck of 
the Mercedes or the Rebel, or who had 
spent time diving along the extensive sys- 
tem of coral reefs just offshore. | knew a 
little of the Ft. Lauderdale above the sea 
as we would often dine in one of the more 
than 200 restaurants, shop in one of the 
exclusive malls such as the Galleria or 
along Las Olas Boulevard, or just relax 
on the six mile expanse of magnificent 
wide, sandy beach. 

Ft. Lauderdale is a metropolitan center 
of commerce and recreation perhaps 
best known for its annual migration of col- 
lege students vacation-bound for the 
beach and night clubs, but Spring Break 
is but a tiny part of the Ft. Lauderdale 
tourism picture. Of greater importance 
are the family theme parks, beautiful golf 
and tennis facilities, 165 miles of water- 
ways with intracoastal cruise boats, Su- 
perb resort hotels, horse and dog racing, 
jai alal and, of course, complete services 
for the traveling diver. 

Professional Diving Schools of Florida 
(Pro Dive) is a perfect complement to this 
diverse base of general tourism. Located 
for more than ten years at the Bahia Mar 
Yachting Center, Pro Dive is a combina- 
tion of a resort dive facility, a sophisticat- 
ed instruction and career development 
center, and a tasteful retail store. The Ba- 
hia Mar Yachting Center is a 40 acre ma- 
rina and hotel retreat and the placement 














of Pro Dive within this complex presents 
a wide range of activities conveniently 
close to Pro Dive guests. 

Just five miles from the Ft. Lauderdale 
International Airport and directly adjacent 
to the heart of the beach, Bahia Mar con- 
sists of 350 boat slips; fuel dock; marina 
store; customs; charter boats for fishing 
and sailing; small power boat rentals; the 
Jungle Queen sightseeing boat; three 
restaurants; a lounge; and a top quality 
300 room hotel, complete with heated 
swimming pool, color television and 
charming boutiques. 

Professional Diving Schools of Florida 
is owned and operated by Greg and 
Loren Mackay, and was organized from 
the very outset in 1975 with a heavy em- 
phasis toward scuba instruction. Today 
the instruction programs range from the 
introductory scuba experience (resort 
course) through the four day basic certifi- 
cation. They include such specialties as 
wreck diving, night diving, deep diving, 
search and recovery and underwater 
photography; and culminate in the rescue 
diver, divemaster and, ultimately instruc- 
tor development programs. 

This latter course is a complete prepa- 
ration for the PADI instructor evaluation 
course. Pro Dive has been conducting in- 
structor level training for more than three 
years. Course director Joe Angelo finds 
Pro Dive an especially productive base 
for this since so much hands-on experi- 
ence is possible. Instructor candidates 
are able to work on the dive boat, assist 
lectures in all levels of training, assist in 
the pool and open water training dives, 
work in a retail center, function as under- 
water guides; in short, gain exposure to 
all facets of a scuba career apprentice- 
ship. The PADI instructor program has 
the prequisite of PADI divemaster, rescue 
and advanced diver certifications and re- 
quires 14 days for completion. Pro Dive 


accepts enrollments at any time and con- 
siderable flexibility is permitted in estab- 
lishing the course starting date. 

Resort diving services have been inte- 
gral to the Pro Dive concept since 1978 
when it acquired its first U.S. Coast 
Guard certified multi-passenger dive 
boat. Today, customers are accommo- 
dated aboard the Pro Diver, a 42 foot fi- 
berglass V-hull diesel dive boat superbly 
suited to day diving convenience. Al- 
though it is certified for as many as 40 
divers, a normal load on the Pro Diver is 
rarely more than 24 and often less. There 
are tank racks and personal gear storage 
areas; head and freshwater showers; a 
stable dive platform with extended 
ladders; a unique padded camera box; 
sun and shaded deck areas; complete 
marine electronics, including Loran pro- 
grammed to capacity with 50 dive sites; 
complimentary soft drinks; and a stereo 
integrated into the underwater diver recall 
system, just in case a group might wish 
to explore Nurse Shark Reef to the musi- 
cal accompaniment of the Jaws theme. 

The diving off Ft. Lauderdale confirmed 
the enthusiastic reports | had been hear- 
ing. The average underwater lateral visi- 
bility is in the 40 to 60 foot range, but 
days of 60 to 100 foot visibility are not un- 
common on some of the deeper reefs 
and wrecks, particularly when an on- 
shore wind pushes the Gulf Stream even 
closer. The dive sites are typically 20 to 
30 minutes from the convenient Bahia 
Mar Pro Diver docks, and the boat is dry 
and comfortable en route. 

The reefs of Ft. Lauderdale consist of 
three distinct types: shallow reefs in 10- 
20 feet, medium depth reefs in 20-40 feet 
and deep reefs, dropping from 45 to 90 
feet. Most of the dives are done as drifts 
along the seaward face of the reef, al- 
though in some conditions the boat will 
remain at anchor. Actually, | found the 


Pro Diver docked at the Bahia Mar Yachting Center marina. Bahia Mar is a 40 acre hotel 


complex and Professional Diving Schools of Florida (Pro Dive) is located within it. 


drift dives preferable since the current 
was gentle enough to permit me to stop 
to take underwater pictures without hav- 
ing to fight to stay in place, yet strong 
enough to propel us effortlessly. By drift- 
ing the reef, the diver is able to cover 
more territory. Pro Dive organizes individ- 
ual groups of four divers, each with its 
own dive flag and float, so there is never 
a feeling of overcrowding: The only div- 
ers likely to be encountered underwater 
are those in each group. 

The reefs offshore Ft. Lauderdale are 
an extension of the same system preva- 
lent in the Florida Keys but, because of 
the steady currents, the filter feeders 
such as gorgonians and sponges may be 
more abundant. Ledges seem to exist at 
each reef profile and these are undercut, 
providing refuge for lobsters, nurse 
sharks and all manner of nocturnal ma- 
rine life such as moray eels, bigeyes and 
squirrelfish. The complete range of Carib- 
bean tropicals surrounds the exterior of 
these coral heads and, in fact, since the 
large clumps of coral are more sporadic, 
the fish tend to cling in huge quantities. 
Turtles are common at several of the Pro 
Dive secret spots and between the Loran 
coordinates and shore ranges there are 
scores of quality, novel dive sites featur- 
ing especially abundant marine life and 
dramatic coral concentrations. 

Over the past few years the wrecks of 
Ft. Lauderdale have added an exciting 
new dimension to the diving portfolio. 
Steve Sommerville, the artificial reef co- 
ordinator for the Broward County Envi- 
ronmental Control Board, has been espe- 
cially effective in acquiring derelict ves- 
sels to be sunk as artificial reefs. The 
most famous wreck of this incredibly suc- 
cessful program attracted national atten- 
tion on November 23, 1984. Swept from 
her anchorage by a violent storm, she 
came to rest high on the beach, next to 
the swimming pool of the beachside 
mansion of Palm Beach socialite Mollie 
Wilmot. The Mercedes | sat stranded for 
105 days as salvage specialists labored 
to restore Mollie’s view. The Mercedes 
now lies in nearly 100 feet of water, per- 
fectly upright and bow facing north (all 
the Ft. Lauderdale wrecks sunk as part of 
the artificial reef program have settled to 
the bottom upright and bow to the north— 
no easy feat). The wreck is only one mile 
offshore, within sight of the city’s highrise 
hotels and beachfront. 

On a clear day it is possible to view the 
Mercedes by snorkeling on the surface, 
but visibility on the wreck is variable. Dur- 
ing our visit we had perhaps 40 feet, al- 
though repeat divers on the boat were 
reminiscing about the 100 foot plus days 
they had encountered over the summer. 
The marine life already inhabiting the 
Mercedes is amazing. AS we decended, 
the first fish we saw were schooling am- 

(Continued on Page 101) 
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AIR QUEENSLAND 






TO LIZARD ISLAND. 
Wing your way to Lizard Island 
on Air Queensland and discover 
2,000 acres of national park set 
in a turquoise lagoon. It is the 
exclusive diver’s hideaway with 
accommodations in secluded 
island-style luxury for only 64 
guests. World-famous Cod 
Hole, Cormorant Pass, Hilda, 
Day, and Carter Reefs are 

just an hour away by fast, 


— gee ie el 


HAYMAN ISLAND. 
How do you improve on para- 
dise?That’s what the world will 
discover in late 1986 when 
Hayman Island Resortreopens 
after a $AUS120 million recon- 
struction program. This com- 
plete holiday island on the 
Great Barrier Reef will offer 
superb accommodations for 
the whole family: complete air- 
conditioning, 24-hour room 


specialized dive boat. All dive 
equipment is available for rent. 
Lessons and full certification 
are available. This magnificent 
resort also offers countless 
beaches, fresh water pool, ten- 
nis court, lightand heavy game 
fishing, sightseeing by glass- 
bottom boat, plus much more. 
For complete information 

on fares and travel, call 


(213) 381-3062 or (212) 697-3694. 


service, 5 international class 
restaurants, water skiing, sail- 
ing, and nightly entertainment. 
A 25-knot dive boat offers fast 
daily access to Bait Reef and 
beyond. Hayman can be reached 
by Ansett Airlines jet to 
Hamilton Island, and transfer 
on the luxurious M.V. Sun 
Goddess. Call Dive ln Australia, 
(415) 421-5588. 





QUICKSILVER DAY TRIPS. 
This high-speed catamaran 
out of Port Douglas provides 
the only day trip to the true 
outer reef for everyone — 
divers, swimmers, and even 
non-swimmers. Quicksilver 
offers two dives per day, learn- 
to-dive programs, sumptuous 
smorgasbord lunch, underwa- 
ter observatory, and reef view- 
ing tours in the unique Subsee 
Explorer. A wonderful way to 
enjoy great underwater sight- 
seeing. Call Dive In Australia, 
(415) 421-5588. 


SCHEHERAZADE. 

Foran exceptional diving vaca- 
tion, sail aboard Peter Wright's 
beautiful Scheherazade — a 
fully powered 55-foot sailing 
cutter. From Cairns, this ex- 
quisite yacht carries up to six 
passengers to the Ribbon Reefs, 
Cod Hole and Lizard Island 
with visits to Bougainville and 
Osprey Reef in the Coral Sea. 
To learn more, call Dive In 
Australi, (415) 421-5588. 


FITZROY ISLAND. 
Only a 45-minute cruise from 
Cairns, Fitzroy Island is an 
unspoiled tropical jungle with 
huge volcanic rock formations. 
It is surrounded by coral reefs 
that create many superb div- 
ing areas. The resort offers a 
variety of accommodations 
and features a complete dive 
shop with resident instructors. 
Fitzroy is your chance to 
enjoy a virtually undiscovered 
ise. For brochure, call 
(213) 381-3062. 





REEF EXPLORER 
CRUISES. 

For one of the worlds truly 
awesome underwater specta- 
cles, explore the Great Barrier 
Reef and the Coral Sea with 
Australia’s longest-established 
dive boat service. Discover 
virgin reefs, thousand-pound 
marlin, rays and turtles as you 
sail aboard the 12-passenger 
Reef Explorer or 10-passenger 


Auriga Bay. For larger groups, 


the company also operates the 
112-foot, 20-passenger Chal- 
lenger. You can enjoy day dive 
trips from Cairns to the Great 
Barrier Reef on the Down Un- 
der, a 41-foot, high-speed cata- 
maran. All vessels are available 
for charter. And they all have 
sophisticated navigational aids 
such as a satellite navigator to 


pinpoint submerged reefs, auto- 


pilot, radar, and echo sounder. 
Barry May.a apioneer of Austra- 
lian dive tourism, is an expert 
at finding superior diving sites. 
For more information about 
Reef Explorer Cruises and its 
wide variety of dive packages, 
call Dive In Australia, 

(415) 421-5588. 


MIKE BALL WATERSPORTS. 


Watersport specializes in regu- 


lar, guaranteed departures to 
the legendary Yongala wreck 
and Great Barrier Reef. E-6 
processing, diver propulsion 
vehicles, sailboards and PADI 
specialty courses available on 
board. This — a stable, 


PORT DOUGLAS. 
Located in tropical Port 
Douglas is Australia’s north- 
ernmost fully professional div- 
ing facility serving the Great 
Barrier Reef. In a little over 
an hour, their 55-foot custom- 
built luxury dive boat will 
speed you at 25 knots to some 
of the best dive sites in the 
world. There you can enjoy 
stunning underwater scenery 
with the expert assistance of 
the boat’ professional crew. 
The company also offers excit- 
ing land-based packages that 
include 4-wheel-drive Safaris 
through one of the worlds last 
remaining virgin rain forests — 
a tropical adventure you will 
long remember. For more 
information, call Sea Safaris, 
(213) 546-2464. 


air-conditioned dive vessel is 
owned by Australias renowned 
diver training center, Mike Ball 
Watersports. Trips offer un- 
limited diving and exceptional 
value: 2 days $150, 4 days 
$445, 6 days $595. Call Dive In 
Australia, (415) 421-5588. 


HERON ISLAND. 
The only diving resort situated 
on the Great Barrier Reef, 
Heron Island offers access to 
some of the world’s finest div- 
ing. Full dive facilities include 
four dive boats and over 60 
rental scuba tanks. Only 26 
minutes from Gladstone by 
helicopter, Heron is the home 
ground of tame moray eels, 
friendly manta rays, sea tur- 
tles (seasonal), and a huge 
variety of fish and coral. This 
colorful sea life makes it ideal 
for underwater photography. 
Lodging is available to fit most 
budgets and includes three 
meals and two dives per day, 
as well as tanks, 

weights and air. 

For informa- 

tion, call 

(714) 786-0119. \ 





The Cayman Islander offers the 
olUCofer=s@maaliare(-re Melk (-1amcal-me) 9] elelacelaliay 
to stay in Cayman’s famous Seven 
Mile Beach area. The well landscaped 
fel el eratet-mma-y-halla-Mmar-linloiteles €-me-lale me: 
freshwater pool. Doubloon-like to- 
kens (inset) purchase drinks at the Is- 
lander’s bar. Bob Soto’s Diving Limit- 
ed transports Cayman Islander 
guests to fabulous underwater sites 
such as the wreck of the Oro Verde. 
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t is no secret that a Caribbean dive va- 

cation can be expensive, especially if 
you select a super deluxe beach hotel on 
world famous Seven Mile Beach. As 
Grand Cayman's choicest resort real es- 
tate, this sun drenched seashore area 
commands top dollar from vacationing 
divers and tourists alike. Yet there is an 
opportunity for a budget minded diver to 
vacation in the same area and enjoy the 
same select dive sites. 

The Cayman Islander is a small motel 
style resort facility on the main road of the 
seven Mile Beach area. While it may not 
be fancy, it is cozy, comfortable and 
clean. Owned and operated by an all 
Caymanian staff, this hotel offers a warm, 
friendly atmosphere. Caymanian born 
manager, Rex Miller, is a seasoned veter- 
an of 15 years management of Cayman 
hotels. He and his staff make you feel 
right at home. 

The main attraction of the Cayman |s- 
lander is, of course, the price. Here, div- 
ers can enjoy the same atmosphere, the 
same proximity to Seven Mile Beach ac- 
tion and the same superb diving as those 
staying at the high priced hotels. The only 
difference is that your room is not right on 


the Islander is the open air poolside res- 
taurant/bar. This facility serves breakfast, 
lunch and casual light dinners. The res- 
taurant opens at 7:00 am, which is ideal 
for those who have an early morning dive 
pick up. It serves a wholesome breakfast, 
including great omelettes. You cannot 
beat the Islander for lunch, it offers the 
best hamburger on the island. The bar is 
open for Happy Hour from 5:00 to 7:00 
pm daily, offering drinks at $1 each. 

As for dining out, some of Grand Cay- 
man’s best restaurants are within a one 
mile radius of the Islander. If you are in 
the mood for gourmet dining, you might 
try Le Diplomat, Chez Jacques or Carib- 
bean Club. These are all top notch res- 
taurants less than three minutes by cab 
from your doorstep. 

On the other hand, if you are seeking 
a more casual dinner with good food, you 
might try one of the several in-spots for 
divers such as Du’s, Edoardos Trattoria, 
Davey’s Seafood or the Lone Star Bar & 
Grill. The divemasters give these spots 
enthusiastic ratings. The Golden Pagoda 
(Chinese) and the Primavera Restaurant 
(Italian) are virtually next door to the ho- 
tel, just a short walk from your room. 


soto’s provides free pick-up and return 
for Cayman Islander guests, using a cus- 
tomized truck called Soto’s Shuttle. Pick- 
up time for the morning dive is 8:30 am, 
returning to the hotel between 12:30 and 
1:00 pm. Guests are transported to the 
Holiday Inn beach, which is Soto’s center 
for all dive trip departures. The ride takes 
less than three minutes. Morning trips are 
two tank dives at two different locations. 
The first is a deep wall and the second a 
coral reef in shallow to medium depths. 

Cayman Islander pick-ups for the after- 
noon dive are at 1:30 pm, returning to the 
hotel at approximately 4:30 pm. While af- 
ternoon boat trips are not part of the Cay- 
man Islander dive package, they are 
available as an option. Night dive depar- 
tures depend on the time of sunset. 


DIVE SITES 
Since Seven Mile Beach is central to 
the majority of Grand Cayman’s diving, 
guests staying at the Islander have ac- 
cess to some of the most beautiful and 
exciting reefs anywhere in the Caribbean. 
Over 30 top dive sites are within a 20 
minute boat ride from Seven Mile Beach. 
The most popular wall dives for the 





the beach, and for some, the trade-off is 
well worth it. 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

The Cayman Islander is right on the 
main drag, West Bay Road. It is centrally 
located—two miles from George Town, 
five miles from the airport and one mile 
from the Holiday Inn. The beach is across 
the street, just a few hundred yards from 
the hotel’s front door. 

Every room has air-conditioning, two 
double beds and a private bath. All of the 
rooms have satellite TV and telephone 
service is available in the hotel lobby. 

The hotel grounds are spacious, well 
landscaped and there is a freshwater 
swimming pool in the center. There is 
more than ample parking, and much to 
the delight of gear lugging divers, you 
can get the car almost next to your hotel 
room door. 


CUISINE 
One of the social gathering points at 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY GERI MURPHY 


DIVING ROUTINE 

Diving services for the Islander are op- 
erated by Bob Soto’s Diving Limited, the 
longest established and best known dive 
operation on Grand Cayman. Soto start- 
ed this business almost 30 years ago and 
it is still going strong under the dynamic 
leadership of Ron Kipp. 

Soto’s is a major diving company with 
a fleet of seven boats, tons of tanks and 
dozens of divemasters. !ts motto is, ‘‘we 
put small groups on large dive boats.” 
There are morning and afternoon dives 
daily and night dives twice weekly. 


early morning descent are spots such as 
Orange Canyon, Sentinel Rock and 
Round Rock. These are sheer walls with 
a breathtaking array of gorgonian fans. 
Big Dipper is the site of a gigantic basket 
sponge, while Trinity Caves is a winding 
coral canyon with sponges and a magnif- 
icent black coral tree. There is an awe- 
some ten foot tall barrel sponge at Sand 
Chute and a marvelous archway at Big 
Tunnel. Underwater visibility at these 
sites can range from 150 to 200 feet, de- 
pending on the day and the current. 
After a surface interval, the boat moves 
to the second morning location, which 
can prove to be just as fascinating. Span- 
ish Anchor is a lovely reef filled with living 
corals and small sponges. Aquarium is 
great for angelfish and other tame tropi- 
cals. Three Tree Reef and Hammerhead 
Hole are two more delightful spots. And, 
last but not least, is the famous Oro 
Verde wreck, a 180 foot steel freighter 
still intact and lying in 50 feet of water. It 


(Continued on Page 106) 
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eh more like a safari lodge than 


a diver’s retreat, the little Bayman Bay 
Club is the essence of the tropical state 
of being. In addition to a wilderness div- 
ing environment, the island of Guanaja in 
general, and the resort in particular, pro- 
vide a perfect hideaway and a bastion of 
sanity: They are unencumbered, mostly 
uninhabited and exquisitely primitive. 

The views are of the ocean and forest 
and sky; there are no TVs, superhigh- 


ways or shopping centers. Indeed, there ~ 


are no roads, no cars at all and very few 
visitors owing to the relative state of isola- 


tion. Here you are safe—even hidden— ~ 


from the trappings of civilization, without 
missing any significant creature comforts. 

In a style reminiscent of Fantasy Island, 
you arrive on Guanaja via DC-3 after 
transferring from a Tan Sahsa jet on the 
coastal mainiand. The flight time from 
Houston, New Orleans or Miami Is less 
than three hours. From the airstrip, a 
small outboard “‘taxi’’ takes divers and 
baggage through a mangrove lined canal 
and out to a wide lagoon. Ten minutes 
later, you arrive at the Bayman Bay Club. 

Ascending the wooden steps to the re- 
sort, visitors begin to sense the spirit of 
the place. The mainhouse, perched on a 
verdant hill, looks ideal for a cultured Tar- 
zan and Jane. Bathed by sunlight dif- 
fused through greenery, it radiates the 
warmth of tropical wood and native ap- 


pointment. The resort is surrounded by 


the fruit, palms and flowers of a tropical 
forest. Above, in the treetops, parrots and 
seabirds screech and squawk to the 
iguanas sunning themselves on the vol- 
canic rocks. 

There are only nine guest units at pres- 


ent. A cluster of native wood bungalows 


sits on a hillside and is connected by 
wooden slat walkways that run along 
lighted paths to the clubhouse. Each cot- 
tage is open on three sides to the trade 
winds (screened jalousies) and has a 
spacious bedroom, overhead fan, hot 
shower and private porch. The dwellings 
are surrounded by thickets of palms, 
pines, papaya, mango, frangipani, hibis- 
cus and orange trees. 

The Bayman Bay Club began in the 
early 1970s as the personal vision of Tom 
Fouke, formerly from St. Louis. With a 
background in jungle skills attained dur- 
ing an army stint in Panama, the tena- 
cious Fouke spent more than a year 
clearing the hillside and constructing the 
main building and guest bungalows. 
When the club opened in 1975, divers 
began to discover the call of wilderness 
diving and have been contributing to the 
main occupancy of the resort ever since. 

Although there were minor setbacks 
from rare tropical storms in the late “70s, 
the Bayman Bay Club has been growing 
steadily. Nineteen eighty-six was the best 
year of all, owing in part to the fact that 
Tom and his wife Linda have become ac- 


ive re at Ds resort. with Tom at 





particularly am fond of oF fier, 


Bush—the divemaster and a Bay Islander 
with considerable commercial diving ex- 
perience throughout these islands. _ 
An expansion program with new bun- 
galows, some of which will be offered for 
sale, is now underway. Since our last vis- 
it, a significant amount of decorating and 
refurbishing has been accomplished. 
Those who might have found the little 


bungalows slightly Spartan will be de-. 


lighted with the new safari style netting 
over the beds, as practical as it is pretty. 
Families that wish to stay together w 





that have been added to several rooms. 
Lighting fixtures and some furnishings 
are new in the mainhouse. 

Less esoteric but extremely advanta- 


geous is the new generator plant and 


brand new dive shop—with two new com- 
pressors—off the main dock. The laundry 
and kitchen have also been improved for 
better service. 

Most welcome is the new, spacious 
and well-equipped 40 foot dive boat Nim- 
itz. The little Son of the Beach now serves 
as a ferry. Rumors suggest an even larg- 
er dive boat in the near future. 


Bay Island reefs are characterized by 


mammoth formations separated by wide, 
deep channels. The spur and groove sys- 
tem of Caribbean reefs is well docu- 


mented but the condition is most exag-_ 


jillap- 
preciate the fold-out oriental style beds 





gerated in the Bay Islands. On the north 


side of Guanaja are a number of extreme 
examples associated with ancient river 
credible Bayman Drop dive — 


beds. The ir 
site is in fact an inside wail that falls to a 





river bed more than 200 feet below and 


more than 600 feet across. Adjacent to 
the drop-off are several pinnacles that 
come close to realizing the proportions of 
sea mounts. Excellent examples of excit- 
ing wall life abound, including colorful 
sponges, black coral trees and huge 
deepwater seafans. Pelagic fishes such 
as jacks, mackerel, eagle rays and an 
occasional shark patrol the irregular 
shelfs. Visibility in these areas is not often 
more than 100 feet but is most always an 


acceptable 60-80 feet allowing for good 
wide angle or close-up photography. 


Fringing and patch reefs surround 


Guanaja, often within swimming distance 


from shore. Kitchen Reef, directly off the 


resort, provides grounds for excellent 


daytime snorkeling and nighttime scuba 


diving with a good selection of interesting - 
~and unusual macro critters such as octo- 


pus, orange ball anemones and ruffle- 


back nudibranchs. The shallow reefs also | 


stage seemingly endless parades of ser- 


geant majors, parrotfish, blue tangs and 


a variety of beautiful reef fish such as in- 
digo wrasse, yellow coneys and Spanish 


hogfish. There is a delightful coral-iron- 


shore formation to the west of the dock 


and the dock itself is often a refuge for 


schools of silvery pilchards. 
(Continued on Page 102) 
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f all the special diving places around 
the world, only a certain few work so 
well they develop a lyric quality that de- 
fies comparison. The islands of Fiji have 
that special quality; and the small resorts 
of Fiji's Northern Group have blended the 
natural beauty of their islands and under- 
water world into a diving fantasy that is 
more poem than prose. 

Fiji used to be far away. Only very ex- 
perienced travelers took the time and 
trouble to discover it. Modern air service 
has brought Fiji much closer. From the 
West Coast, my Continental flight took 
only 12 and one-half hours, and that in- 
cluded a stop in Honolulu. 
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Soft Coral Fantasy 
In The South Pacitic 





Fiji also used to be expensive to get to. 
That has changed also. With some Conti- 
nental round trip flights costing less than 
$600, the faraway, exotic South Pacific is 
now one of the most affordable dive des- 
tinations around. 

| landed at Nadi’s (pronounced nan- 
dee) modern international airport and im- 
mediately learned a new word, Bula. It is 
the universal Fijian greeting, and that’s an 
important part of the poem. Every Fijian 
will greet you with “Bula” and a smile. 

At Nadi, on the island of Vitu Levu, | still 
faced a short layover and a quick flight to 
the Northern Group, just off of Fiji's sec- 
ond largest island, Vanua Levu. | steeled 
myself for the inevitable problems with 
transfers, etc. None materialized. A rep- 
resentative from Rosie's Tours met us 
just outside of customs and arranged all 
of our transfers and baggage. There was 
even a quick drive to a nearby hotei to 
freshen up and have breakfast before 
continuing on. 

A driver picked us up after breakfast 
and we boarded Sunflower Airlines 20 
passenger Heron for the 45 minute flight 
to the Northern Group. It’s unusual for do- 
mestic, not to mention foreign, travel to 
flow so smoothly. But, that’s one of the 
reasons Fiji's a poem and not a story. 
Everything rhymes in a poem and that’s 
the feeling you get from Fiji. 





The Northern Group offers three dis- 
tinct resorts: Ric Cammick’s Dive Taveuni 
on the island of Taveuni, Qamea Beach 
Club on the island of Qamea and Namale 
Plantation on the coast Vanua Levu. Fly- 
ing in at low altitude gives an excellent 
first impression: green hills, small Fijian 
villages, barrier reef and clear water. 
What a fantastic way to get away from it 
all! And, that’s exactly what | proceeded 
to do. 

My first stop was the Qamea Beach 
Club (pronounced gah-may-a), just a 


short cab and boat ride from the airport: 


at Taveuni. Fijian hospitality is always 
present. People greet you at the airport, 


Despite the fabulous tropical 
setting evidenced by the sun- 
set above and beach below, 
fewer than 2,000 divers visit Fiji 
each year. This will change, 
however, as these islands are 
now easy and inexpensive to 
reach—and the small resorts in 
the Northern Group provide ex- 
cellent food and services. 


help you with your luggage and tell you 
about the islands as they help you com- 
plete your journey. And, very surprising 
to U.S. travelers, they do not expect a tip! 
Tipping is not a custom anywhere in Fiji. 

Your first sight of the Qamea Beach 
Club will be of an idyllic South Pacific is- 
land and a pristine white beach. You 
have to look closer to see ten private 
bures (as cottages are called in Fiji) and 
the large, thatch roofed dining and 
lounge area. Your hosts, Frank and Jo 
Kloss, meet you on the beach. Your bure 
is already prepared, and the only check- 
in procedure is to say “Bula.” 

Qamea is not a dedicated dive resort in 
the strict sense of the word. Of 20 or so 
guests, fewer than half will be divers, by 
design of the owners. The philosophy is 
that Qamea is a place to relax, to enjoy 
good food and devote your vacation to 
having fun. That means if you'd like to go 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY BILL GLEASON 


windsurfing or out on a Hobi Cat, just ask 
one of the staff. Off you go. Volleyball 
with the staff? Easy to arrange. Diving? 
No problem. Just hand over your C-card 
and your equipment and that’s all that’s 
required for the week. There’s a trained 
divemaster, 30 foot dive boat and a great 
variety of sites. The diving service is de- 
signed for your ease and comfort. The 
staff sets up your gear (unless you re- 
quest otherwise) and washes it after eve- 
ry dive—more thoroughly than most div- 
ers do, | might add. If there’s a caution 
about Qamea, it’s be prepared to relax 
and enjoy the excellent service. 

The diving, usually arranged several 





times a day according to the tides, fea- 
tures a varied menu of South Pacific sites 
to choose from. If you'd like walls, just 
ask. Soft corals in every rainbow color? 
No problem. Shallower sites with hard 
corals you won't see anywhere outside of 
the South Pacific? They're available eve- 
ry day! | sampled several of the dives and 
found the reefs untouched and the hard 
corals spectacular. 

There’s one more easy feature: Almost 
all dives at Qamea are one-way; you trav- 
el in one direction with the dive boat fol- 
lowing you. While mild current is some- 
times present, | didn’t encounter any dur- 
ing my short stay. 

While Qamea is certainly a small re- 
sort, the facilities are superb. Your cot- 
tage is private, with polished hardwood 
floors and a thatched roof. The meals are 
memorable and the staff well trained. Qa- 

(Continued on Page 104) 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY ROD AND KATHY CANHAM 


he Philippines is an archipelago of 
7,107 islands. With 13,250 square 
miles of coral reefs, it is reputed to offer 
the largest unexplored diving frontier in 
the world. With a lull in the troubled politi- 


cal arena, an opportunity to experience 
diving off a live-aboard boat was too tan- 
talizing to resist. Arrangements were 
made through Art Travers at Poseidon 
Ventures Tours, the exclusive stateside 
agent for Gloria Maris Adventures, Inc. 
and the Lady of the Sea. 


MANILA 

The flight from Honolulu, via a Philip- 
pine Airlines 747, took nine and one-half 
hours. At Manila International Airport our 
group of 20 was greeted by Theresa Ji- 
son, the general manager of Gloria Maris. 
It is her job to smooth out any rough 
edges on the trip. Theresa's attention to 
detail was apparent, and soon we had 
cleared immigrations, picked up our bag- 
gage and were off to our hotel via an air- 
conditioned bus. Poseidon Ventures’ tour 
groups stay at either the historic Manila 
Hotel or the Philippine Plaza. Recovery 
from jet lag and an opportunity to tour 
Manila justify soending a day in the Phil- 
ippine’s capital city. 

English is the official language of these 
islands so communication is no problem. 
The country’s ties to the United States 
date back to 1898 when Admiral Dewey 
sailed into Manila Bay and wrested con- 
trol of the islands from Spain. After 50 
years of colonial rule, the country was 
granted independence and has been our 

(Continued on Page 97) 
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The Philippines offers 13,250 square 
miles of coral reefs and is reputed 
to have the largest unexplored div- 
ing frontier in the world. The 127 
foot live-aboard M/V Lady of the 
Sea carries divers to this frontier. 
Top: Immune to the sting of its host, 
a crab finds protection in the tenta- 
cles of an anemone. Above: Kathy 
Canham swims with a large cuttle- 
fish. Right: A Philippine Airlines 747. 
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Private cabins 


Of all the dive hotels in 
the Caymans, the CAYMAN 
AGGRESSOR is the 
fastest. It cruises at 15 
knots and can run the 
entire 20 mile length of 
the North Wall in less 
than 2 hours. 

CAYMAN AGGRESSOR is a 
floating hotel which offers 
all of the amenities of 
those slower hotels: a 
sundeck patio, a full 
service bar, 
air-conditioned private 
rooms, €/W photo shop, 
film processing lab, mini 
movie theater, dive 
boutique, banquet dining 
hall, and of course a 
fabulous ocean view. 
Besides being fast, our 


hotel goes to the very 


best dive sites around the 
island. We’ll show you 
vertical walls which are 
unknown and untouched 


by others. For more information, 
brochures, and reservations call: 


-800-348-2628 
(504-385-2092) 


Aggressor Fleet, Limited 
P.O. Drawer K 
Morgan City. LA 70381 


or 
-800-348-9778 
(415-434-3400) 


See & Sea Travel Service 
50 Francisco St., Suite 205 
San Francisco, CA 94133 
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Australia 





Dive the Malolo Barrier 
Reef with Aqua- Trek— . | 
Ocean Sports Adven- &¥ 
tures. Based on idyllic 
Plantation Island (Malo- 
lolailai), Aqua-Trek — 

serves divers from Club Naitasi (Malolo) and the 
Regent of Fiji via Fly-Dive arrangements with Sun- 
flower Airlines. 


565 


(low season) 

“The Duke” is our 6.8 meter custom designed dive 
boat... running at 30 knots with 10 divers to sites 
like ‘“Supermarket,” the Pinna- 
cle, Malolo trenches and many 
more. Complete instructional 
programs are available (PADI) 
and we can offer diving to suit 
AQUACTRIEK | any level of experience and any 
diver’s desire. 





Photo by Les Fields 















includes tanks, weights, all 
transfers, 7 nights accom. 
Plantation island Resort, 5 
days of 2 tank boat dives 








1-800-525=2560 ws) 





1-800-252-2560 (CA) © 1-800-225-4834 (Canada) 










Taveuni 








Enjoy the spectacular 

Golden Reef from the 

elegance of the Fijian 

Resort. Located on 

Yanuca Island, the Fiji- 

an is 105 acres of world 

class accommodation 

in a secluded setting. So ie ee 
Just minutes from your room are the wanders a 
Golden Reef, offering a full range of dives—from 
beginner experiences to advanced sizzling action 


on 200 foot walls. 


includes tanks, weights, all 
transfers, 7 nights accom. Fiji- 
an, 5 days of 2 tank boat dives 


The Fijian offers world 
class diving and world 
class accom., just 45 mins. 
from Nadi airport. 


WITHOUT A DOUBT 


FIJI’S BEST DIVING 
THE NORTHERN GROUP 


TAVEUNI 
QAMEA 


NAMALE 
verre TROPICAL 


for t he 


pd _— = ADVENTURES 


“Worldwide Dive Tour Specialists” 
Contact our U.S. Representative direct: 


1-800-247-3483 

WA State—(206) 441-3483 
“The Leader in Fiji Diving Since 1978 
170 Denny Way Seattle, WA 98109 


PACIFIC eo RESORT 


Home of BEQA DIV- 

ERS—Fiji’s most experi- 

enced dive operators. 

Seven days on Fiji's |. 

Coral Coast and five = 

days diving in the fabled fe 

Beqa Lagoon is yours: fe \ 

Dive the Soft Coral # ac) = 
Grotto, Side Streets, | Bega { ’ ay - 
Coral Gardens, Frigate | cm i 
and Cutter Passages. 

Visit Pacific Harbour’s Fijian Cultural Centre & see 
Fiji's heritage. A unique experience—even in Fiji! 


‘579 includes tanks, weights, all 
transfers, 7 nights accom. 
Pacific Harbour Resort, 5 
days of 2 tank boat dives. 

BEQA DIVERS FIiJl 


| | @BEQA DIVERS GPO Box 777, Suva, Fiji 


\¢ Phone 361088 (country code 679) 
RESFe / 17 years’ experience in Fiji Diving. 


HYATT REGENCYDFU 


Dive Fiji in luxury at the 
Hyatt Regency Fiji. Ex- 
perience Morgan’s Wall 
and Hub’s Discovery— 
100 foot walls of multi- 
colored soft corals and 
gorgonian fans—then 
relax on Hyatt’s 25 acre setting. 


§ includes tanks, weights, all 
transfers, 7 nights accom. Hy- 
att, 5 days/2 tank boat dives 
Includes 4 nights accom. Hy- 
att Regency, 3 days of 2 tank 
boat dives, plus 3 nights ac- 
com. Plantation Island Resort 
& 2 days of 2 tank boat dives 


With 250 delightfully fur- 
nished rooms, 4 restau- 
rants, 4 bars, complete 
sports complex and white 
sandy beach, diving the 
Hyatt is an experience of 
a lifetime. 


= CONTINENTAL paciric VACATIONS 


10351 SANTA MONICA BLVD., SUITE 309, WEST LOS ANGELES, CA 90025 


213/277/0772 
































The Cayman 
turtle says - 


We take your fun very seriously 


wi At Bob Soto’, we feature 
incredibly individual diving 
experiences. Spacious boats 
for your comfort and safety /small groups limited to 
a maximum 20 divers for your enjoyment. We feature 
“leading edge” dives like Double Wall and direct 
North Wall trips. Rentals, sales, underwater photog- 
raphy and video, too. Certification vacation 
courses start every Sunday. Dive packages with 
the Holiday Inn, Cayman Islander an 
selected 7-mile beach condos. 


Villablanca, true Mexican Style Hotel, with super lee ache 
Air-conditioned rooms, ceiling fans, sunken tiled bathtub, night club, and sandwich bar with 
classical/popular music and videos, swimming pool, tennis, and snorkeling. 


Poseidon Offers Economy at its Best! 


Winter Special Includes: 7 nights, 5 days Summer Special Includes: 7 nights, 5 days 
diving * Beach diving ¢ Continental breakfast diving ¢ Beach diving ¢ Continental breakfast 
° Taxes © $328 PP dbl. occ. e Taxes © $275 PP dbl. occ. 


Poseidon Venture Tours, 505 N. Belt, Suite 675, Houston, TX 77060 (713) 820-DIVE 
359 San Miguel Drive, Newport Beach, CA 92660 ® (714) 644-5344 © (800) 854-9334 
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THE PHILIPPINES 
(Continued from Page 92) 


unwaivering ally ever since. Living up to 
their reputation for hospitality, the people 
treated us like special guests, their smiles 
abundant and freely given. 

The market place is internationally 
known for its handicrafts, woodcarvings 
and leather goods, all there for the bar- 
gaining. Food and goods range from 
one-third to one-half normal stateside 
prices. Money can be exchanged at the 
hotel (20P=$1), but handbags, jewelry 
and passports should be left there. 

Nowhere did we feel threatened by the 
political turmoil we had heard so much 
about in the media. People tend to day- 
to-day business in an unaffected manner. 
Merchants barter to get the most for their 
goods, children in rags beg for a peso on 
street corners and the omnipresent jeep- 
ney, garish, colorful and fun, vies for 
fares and a rightful place in the conges- 
tion of Manila traffic. 

The now familiar Malacanang Palace, 
Manila Hotel and Roxas Boulevard were 
on our tour but a recommended stop is 
the American Cemetary and Memorial in 
Rizal province. There lie 17,206 of our 
dead, most killed in the 1941-42 defense 
of the islands. It is a poignant reminder of 
why the Filipinos have such strong politi- 
cal and emotional ties to our country. 


LADY OF THE SEA 

The M/V Lady of the Sea was commi- 
sioned by Gloria Maris Adventures, Inc. 
in 1978. Currently docked at San Jose on 
the southern tip of Mindoro Island, it is an 
easy 40 minute flight from Manila via a 
Philippine Airlines BAC 1-11 jet. At initial 
glance the Lady of the Sea is not long on 
luxury, but the former British sub chaser 
has been refurbished inside for comfort 
and practicality. One hundred twenty- 
seven feet long and 20 feet wide, she has 
12 cabins (with central air-conditioning), 
five heads and sleeps as many as 34 
passengers and 14 crew members. 
There are individual gear storage bins 
topside. The upper deck has a canopied 
overhead and lounge chairs for sunbath- 
ing. (A wide brimmed hat and sunscreen 
are recommended.) The twin 550 hp en- 
gines provide a cruising speed of 12 
knots. Within one and one-half hour of 
our departure, we anchored off llin Point. 

Porfirio Castaneda coordinates all Po- 
seidon Ventures’ dive operations aboard 
the Lady of the Sea. An accomplished 
wildlife artist, Pir heads the Coral Reef 
Research and Management Project and 
coauthored The Diver's Guide to the Phil- 
ippines, (from Unicorn Books Limited, 
Hong Kong). 

Dive functions center from the aft sec- 





The Best of Grand 
Cayman is Here at 
ure isla nd Resort 


: 
; 
: ? a 
eee = 
ae ae ~~ = 
—— msc eee 


ging water sports awaits you afiTreasure Island 


start at $110.a night. to. thre a be. oom condominium. Entertaining 
your palate is simple. with @.culinary masterpiece at L’Escargot, our 
gourmet restaurant. ~~~ 

Dive packages with Tréasure Island Divers start at $145,‘some restric- 
tions apply. : 


For more information cali 809-949-7777. 
for Reservations: 


Tose fal eae 





Bela In the beginning you could dive almost 
anywhere and see reefs and walls that no 
(y a in nl one else had touched. No 


More! Today, everyone has 
@@@ already been there 
ahead of you. Unless you come to Grand Turk. 

Just an hour and a half southeast of Miami is hidden 
some of the most untouched diving left in the Caribbean. 
In less than 25’ our wall drops away sO quickly it snatches 
your breath while Black Corals as thick as a forest srow 
just 15’ below the drop. 

And Beaches? You've heard of someone else's Seven Mile 
Beach? Ours is Eight! And there's hardly a diver on it. 


Kittina Hotel— Turks & Caicos Islands ——— “0 
4197 Braganza Ave, Coconut Grove, Sa= i a. 


FL 3153-(05)067-0900 lve T agi Name 


Omega— Diving Service of Grand Turk es ee 
8420 SW 133 Ave RD, Suite 319 in DIVIN td 
Miami, FL 33183 - In the U.S.: (305) 385-0779 

800-843-7544 








©1986 Steve Lucas & Associates 
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...an incredible 
experience 











¢ Explore the new frontiers of inner 
space—experience the exotic, dazzling and 
dramatic life forms on the Cayman Wall to 
800 feet! 

Join the professional crews of our deep diving 
submarines on daily expeditions beyond the 
limits of scuba diving in complete safety. 

© Our submarines are dry and at one atmosphere 
throughout your dive—so no previous diving 
experience is necessary. 

* A unique opportunity for every photographer and 
marine enthusiast—truly a “once in a lifetime 
experience.” 

¢ Each trip is personalized with only two 

passengers and a pilot—book now to avoid 

gdaeds 


NOW OPERATING 2 SUBMERSIBLES 
For More Information And Bookings, Contact: 
RESEARCH SUBMERSIBLES LTD. 

P.O. Box 1719, Grand Cayman, BWI 


TEL (809) 949-3870, 949-8296 
TELEX 4519 RSL-SUB CP 

















5 DAYS DIVING $299 


CONDO CAR PKGS. wehbe a 


6 £SC1BA 
SSL SS or KONA 








= COMFORTABLE 25’ DIVE BOATS SN ° He ° 
= 6 DIVERS OR LESS PER BOAT we aAWaAN 


= OPTIONAL SPORTFISHING & PRIVATE CHARTERS 
SCUBA BA SCHOOLS 





m DAILY TRIPS TO BEST SPOTS ON MAUI, LANAI, 
MOLOKAI & KONA! 
= COMPLETE EQUIPMENT SALES, SERVICE, RENTALS 
1-800-445-2163 


CALL OR WRITE 


} 

; 
> 
Hil 

I uh 


’ 
| 


A 


~([ 
funy 


S.S. OF KONA 
P.O. BOX 4190 
KAILUA-KONA, HI 96745 


808-329-2661 


S.S. OF MAUI 
1000 LIMAHANA PL. 
LAHAINA, MAUI, HI 


808-661-8036 
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THE PHILIPPINES 


tion of the ship. Tanks are filled to 2,250 
psi from one of two 15 cfm compressors. 
Six crew members are available to assist 
divers with their gear onto the dive plat- 
form and into one of the three chase 
boats. Travel time to any site is only min- 
utes and post-dive pickups are prompt. 
The 30 to 40 foot visibility we initially 
encountered at llin was caused by runoff 
from large land masses. Live-aboard dive 





Art Travers, president of Poseidon Ven- 
tures Tours, the exclusive stateside agen- 
cy for the live-aboard Lady of the Sea. 


boats solve that problem by taking divers 
to remote sites not normally accessible 
from resort based operations. The 81°F 
water temperature minimizes the neces- 
sity of thermal wear but we recommend 
some form of body covering for protec- 
tion from coral scrapes and hydroids. 

The wall at llin drops to 140 feet and is 
profusely covered with gorgonians, bas- 
ket sponges and crinoids. It's a macro 
photographer's delight. Gold fringed flat- 
worms, fluorescent orange nudibranchs 
and violet tunicates are a fraction of the 
offerings. After the dive, tanks are 
changed, cameras reloaded and it’s time 
for a quick lunch. 

All meals aboard the ship are served 
buffet style. Food is plentiful and some of 
the selections include fish, shrimp, chick- 
en, pasta, fresh fruit and vegetables. An 
open bar serves soft drinks and the local 
favorite, San Miguel beer. Over lunch we 
learned our voyage would center in the 
Palawan area of the Sulu Sea. Of the 56 
islands in this vicinity, one-third have 
been opened to Gloria Maris clientele for 
diving. More sites are constantly being 
researched and explored for the future. 
Gloria Maris maintains confidentiality of 
these sites and steers groups clear of any 
area affected by illegal reef dynamiting 
and poaching. 








Our night dive was intense and exotic. 
Basket stars, arms fully extended, faced 
into the current to feed on passing plank- 
ton. Vivid red sea hares, eggshell 
cowries and butterfly lionfish helped us 
expend our film readily. AS soon as the 
last diver was retrieved, the ship was un- 
derway for an all night sail to the next 
destination. Maintaining 24 hour radio 
surveillance to monitor weather, Lady of 









<r be ee 





The motor vessel Lady of the Sea. 


the Sea provides groups the best choice 
of diving possible. Over the ensuing 
days, we would experience a wide varie- 
ty of plush, clear (80 to 150 feet visibility) 
diving in topography as varied as the ma- 
rine life we would encounter. From close 
observations of cuttlefish to manta rays 
circling our chase boats, the diversity 
was endless. The crustaceans, fish and 
invertebrates are as colorful as any we 
had experienced. 

For more information on the Lady of 
the Sea contact: Art Travers, Poseidon 
Ventures Tours, 359 San Miguel Drive, 
Newport Beach, CA 92660; (800) 854- 
9334, in California (714) 644-5344. You 
may also contact Michele Harrison at: 
505 N. Belt, Suite 675, Houston, TX 
77060; (713) 820-DIVE. >see 


LA STREGA HOSTS U/W 
VIDEO SEMINAR 


A one week underwater video seminar 
and training course, culminating with the 
PADI certification of Underwater Video- 
grapher for the participants, will be con- 
ducted in Belize this spring. The seminar 
will be hosted by Belize’s live-aboard 
dive boat, the motor yacht La Strega, and 
will be conducted by Bill Tucker, formerly 
the underwater videographer for the tele- 
vision series Scuba World. 

The first of these seven day courses 
will be offered May 31-June 6. The 
courses are designed to provide hands- 
on, on site, personalized video instruction 
by professionals. The course will cover 
equipment, lighting, technique, editing 
and more. Students will take home the 
tapes they produced during the trip. 

Consistent with La Strega’s all inclu- 
sive policy, the price of the seminar in- 
cludes all costs—instruction, certification, 
use of video equipment, unlimited diving, 
meals, etc. Complete details and reserva- 
tion information can be obtained by con- 
tacting the office of La Strega, 5818 
Green Falls Drive, Houston, TX 77088, or 
call toll free (800) 433-DIVE. Texas and 
Canadian residents may call collect (713) 
999-4852. >t 





Now Open at Treasure Island Resort, Cayman’s Newest Resort _ 


Treasure Island Divers Presents: 
New Diving Adventures With Some Old Friends! 


Treasure Island Divers is now in their permanent home at Treasure Island Resort. 
No one knows the waters around Cayman better and with three new dive boats 
there will be an oceanful of new diving experiences. Call 809-949-7777 for more 
information. 

Take advantage of these personalized dive packages: 
Treasure Island Resort 
Hotel—Double Occupancy 
3 nights $2 60* 
4 nights $285" 
7 nights $515 ‘ 


Treasure Island Resort 
Condominiums—4 person occupancy 


3 nights $145* 
4 nights $205" 
7 nights $385" 


*Per person including accommodations, boat 
dives, unlimited shore dives and T-shirt. 


For more information call: 


: DIVERS 
Grand Cayman, BWI 


Let the Natives take you Diving 


1-800-223-4707 (inus.) 
1-800-367-4707 (in Florida) 


Discounted airfares available for dive packages 





es | INTRODUCING THE 


[+ M/S AQUANAUT EXPLORER 


Imagine diving in the crystal clear waters of the British Virgin Islands—right off the boat you’re 
living on. We should rather say OFF THE SHIP! The Aquanaut Explorer is 165 ft. long, 38 ft. 
wide and has 6,000 square ft. of deck space, open air restaurant, bar, dive shop, photo lab, 
gift shop and an air-conditioned dining room. All that for no more than 44 passengers. All 
staterooms are cruiseship size, air-conditioned and have private bathrooms. All of the state- 
rooms have windows! Some even have sliding glass doors and private balconies. We have 
TV-movies, underwater video, slide shows, music and dancing on board. We also have radio 
telephone for you to call home if you want to. Dive cruises are seven days and sail every Fri- 
day. All the tanks and weights are right where you need them—nothing to carry around. When 
you are not diving you can explore the nearby beaches and islands. Beginners can be certified 
in one week for just $50.00. Resort courses are only $25.00. 


$8g500 


Per Person Double Occupancy. 
* THE ONLY CONDITION IS THAT YOU MAKE YOUR RESERVATION AND PAY IN FULL BEFORE JANUARY 15, 1987. 


FOR RESERVATIONS OR gee INFORMATION CALL 


1-800-327-8223 — «xa 1-800-432-8894 
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What's better 





than a 35-ft. dive boat? 
Eight of ‘em 
aboard a 414-ft. cruise ship! 





Everything Divers and Non-Divers 
Expect In A First-Class Vacation. 


Imagine the excitement of four dives a day at exotic Caribbean sites like Palancar and Chinchorro 
in Mexico; Lighthouse, Glover and the barrier reefs in Belize... without arriving at a foreign airport! 
In fact, getting there is half the fun. Come aboard our own luxury cruise ship for a truly unique 
dive/cruise vacation. We sail every Saturday from jazzy New Orleans. Join us this spring and savor 
the pleasures of first-class cruising—spacious staterooms, gourmet dining, dancing, live entertain- 
ment, and casino gambling. And while you're getting wet, non-divers will enjoy shore excursions 
and daily ship activities. The cost? Less than you'd expect. Call us today for details. 





Experience the Ultimate: 
The Dive/Cruise Vacation 


OCEANBN QUEST 


INTERNATIONAL 


THE DIVE / CRUISE COMPANY 


PO. Box 8592, Mandeville, LA 70448 e In Louisiana, Call 504-626-5922 


1-800-338-DIVE 


circle #189 on Reader Service Card 











TRIMARINE 


Yes, we are the most experi- 
enced company in the British Vir- 
gin Isles—the owners and opera- 
tors of fhe world famous 


LAMMER LAW 











ae Vandale 
But there are two other Trimarans 
you should know about if you 
have a small private party, or like 
diving with fewer people. You'll 
get the same high standard of 
food, service, and diving ata 
slightly lower cost! The 56’ 8 pas- 
senger 


MISTY LAW 









photo/Bruce Vandale 


and the 48’ 6 passenger 


TRESPASSER 





Whichever one you choose you'll 
leave us saying “Nobody does it 
better’ and you'll be back! 


Call Toll Free 
800-648-3393 
800-448-8866 


or write-Trimarine 
Homeport St. Thomas 
USVI 00802 





























PRO DIVE 
(Continued from Page 83) 


berjacks darting through the massive 
schools of baitfish that enveloped the 
wheelhouse. Inside the wheelhouse was 
a resident barracuda we would come to 
expect in the same location on all our 
Subsequent dives to the wreck. The 
ladders, stern railings and many of the 
overhead areas were absolutely thick 


with white colonial hydroids. These con- 


centrations are even thicker than those 
on the midsection of the Rhone in the BVI, 
and the Mercedes has only been under- 
water for a couple of years. There is al- 
ready a resident green moray and the un- 
dersides of the hull are colorfully sponge- 
encrusted. Squadrons of angelfish are 
constantly in evidence. 

Other wrecks frequently part of the Pro 
Dive itinerary include the Jay Scutti, a 98 
foot tugboat sitting in only 70 feet of wa- 
ter, the Rebe/, a 150 foot German freight- 
er in 105 feet of water, and the House- 
boat in 85 feet of water. One of my favor- 
ites may not be as notorious as the Mer- 
cedes, but the Rebel! is certainly just as 
fascinating. The marine life includes 
black groupers, amberjacks, barracudas, 
angelfish, parrotfish, yellowtails and mut- 
ton snappers. The wide panoramas are 
so spectacular on the Rebe/ that we nev- 
er got around to shooting macro on the 
wreck, but arrowcrabs, blennies, banded 
coral shrimp and other minutiae were so 
abundant close-up work would have 
been very productive. 

Pro Dive has a very complete retail fa- 
cility with T-shirts, resort wear, scuba and 
snorkel equipment, swimwear and still 
camera and video rentals. The video pro- 
grams are especially popular and rea- 
sonably priced at Pro Dive and since the 
Sony 8mm video system is rented with 
the Sony video light, the tapes are bright 
and colorful even at 100 foot depths or in- 
side the wrecks. 

For further information regarding in- 
struction or resort diving packages, 
please contact Professional Diving 
Schools of Florida at the Bahia Mar 
Yachting Center, 801 Seabreeze Ave- 
nue, Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33316 or call 
(800) 772-DIVE. In Florida phone (3805) 
761-3413. >s6te 


FIJI FANTASTIC 

Tropical Adventures is offering new ful- 
ly inclusive Fiji dive programs. These run 
from 9-18 days and visit such remote 
areas as Vanua Levu, Taveuni and Qa- 
mea. Tropical Adventures also offers live- 
aboard dive cruises through the remote 
Lau Group of Fiji's northeast coast. 

For information on both individual and 
group departures contact Tropical Ad- 
ventures, 170 Denny Way, Seattle, WA 
98109; (206) 441-3483 in Washington 
State, (800) 247-3483 U.S. toll free. ~¥ 





What a great way fo start 
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clear, 80 degree water. For- 
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ride fo the same place you 
dove yesterday. 

Afterall, this is your vacation! 


LA STREGA - Belize’s largest 
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boat will take you fo remote 
areas virtually untouched by 
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TRULY UNLIMITED DIVING. 


We offer 
ALL INCLUSIVE “no surprises” 
'e)s(ellale MAW i=\>) AN mel=) O10 [A10 fos 
and a variety of itineraries 
that allow you the freedom 
to choose from the best 
dive sites in Belize. To receive 
o] | isis mie ois ymele| a e)coleialelc—) 
and rates, call us Toll Free... 


(800) 433-DIVE 
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LA STIREGA 


5818 Green Falls Dr. Houston, Texas 77088 
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FLA. KEYS DIVE PACKAGE 


3 days at BUDDY’S DIVE SHOP 
3 nights at 


Chesapeake ic) of Mhale Harbor 
FROM 


*159”° 


1-800-223-4707 


National 


1-800-367-4707 


Florida 
P.O. Box 409, Islamorada, FLa. 33036 


Home of the ONLY 
Full Day Dive Trip 


“SCUBA SAFARI” 


Free lunch & refreshments 
served on board 








Seductive and tantalizing 
Anthonys Key Resort. What 
appears to be a Gauguin paint 
ing is really the most beautiful 
seclusion for divers and 
dreamers in the world. Natural 
wood bungalows spill along a 
verdant hillside and across a 
palm-studded islet. A small 
dory transfers guests over a 
blue lagoon to the hillside 
restaurant. 

Aboard a custom dive 
boat you have a choice 
of one, two, or three 
single-tank dives per 
day. There are two boat 
night dives per week 
and the crystal lagoon 
invites you to enjoy 
unlimited shore diving. 

Learn about the gentle 
art of underwater pho- 
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BAYMAN BAY 
(Continued from Page 89) 


All along the island's shallow and mid- 
reef formations are large, statuesque 
stands of pillar coral. Whatever environ- 
mental parameters are necessary for 
maximum pillar coral growth are here in 
the Bay Islands, the pillar coral capital of 
the Caribbean. Other Bay Islands signa- 
tures include cascading starlet and let- 
tuce corals and a variety of sponges in- 
cluding yellow candlestick, red and pur- 
ple rope and iridescent azure vase. 

Particularly abundant along Guanaja’s 
north and south coast are extensive cav- 
erns filled with thousands of silver pilch- 
ards and other baitfish. Often these 
honeycombed passages are frequented 
by large tarpon and occasionally, large 
jewfish are sighted. It is in these fish filled 
caverns that medium-sized bull sharks 
have been observed ‘‘sleeping’’ on the 
sandy bottom. 

Recently excitement has been generat- 
ed by the discovery of magnificent volca- 
nic caverns one-half hour from the resort. 
From 10 to 80 feet deep at the area 
Known as Black Rocks there are exten- 
sive rock fingers and coral covered 
boulders with giant canyons and winding 
passageways beneath the reef. Many of 
the passageways are large enough for a 


Anthony's Key 


tography (E-6 processing daily) 
or schedule your own under- 
water video production. Later 
in the week our famous West 
Bay Picnic will treat you to the 
most beautiful beach scenery 
this side of Tahiti. 

Topside, there is tennis, 
horseback riding, windsurf 
ing, sunfish sailing, canoeing, 
blue-water fishing and, our 








truck while others are narrow, single file 
labyrinths. Many of the smaller canyons 
are covered with a coral roof. Exploring 
these caverns will reveal the dramatic 
shapes of pillow lava, rolled and pleated 
like giant car seats. This once molten 
rock escaped from the bowels of the is- 
lands and hardened in the tepid sea while 
still flowing. It is easy to feel dwarfed by 
the surrounding canyons and impressed 
with the awareness of island formation 
preserved in the cavern walls. 

Although Black Rocks is the most dra- 
matic and unusual dive site within easy 
reach of the club dock, there are some 
35 locations that represent more tradi- 
tional diving grounds. Most divers will be 
pleased with sites such as Fantasy Reef, 
Pavilions, Pinnacles and the Bayman 
Shelf. There is a good deal of diversity 
among these sites and it is exciting to 
consider that only a small portion of the 
total dive area has really been explored. 
Mystery dives are scheduled during each 
group week with the possibility of a new 
and exciting discovery waiting below. 
Many sites have been named after the 
group or the group leader making the first 
dive in a new location. 

Although any real nightlife is restricted 
to a Saturday evening trip into Bonacca 
town (an incredible little stilt-suspended 
township one mile offshore), there is 
much to consider beyond the diving at 
Bayman Bay Club. Meals are a combina- 
tion of familiar foods and island or Latin- 





newest attractions: the 
casino, dockside restaurant 
and “Splash Dance’ disco. 
Write or call today for details 
of a 7-night ticket to paradise. 


Nikonos Photo Technique Seminar 
with Rick Frehsee Feb. 28-Mar. 7, 


1987. Early reservations advised. 


The finest dive resort 
in the Western Caribbean 
Anthony’s Key Resort 
Roatan e Bay Islands « Honduras 


US Executive Office 
1385 Coral Way Ste. 302 
Miami, FL 33145 
1-800-227-3483 (DIVE) 
National toll free 


1-800-343-3483 (DIVE) 


Florida toll free 


1-305-858-3483 (DIVE) 


Florida direct 


© 1985 MediaTech Inc. 
Miami, FL 





American specialties featuring local fruits 
and fresh breads with an emphasis on 
seafoods. Breakfast, lunch and dinner tek 
are served family-style on the lower level 

of the mainhouse. A picturesque bar is ‘ = 
open almost all of the time on the same {eo N ny Fe E 
level. On the level above is a three 

winged game room complete with a pool 
table and parlor games. The wing facing 
the ocean has a giant chaise lounge and 
couches offering a marvelous view of the 
horizon. The top level of the clubhouse is 
a cozy observation deck complete with 
native hammocks. 

Below the mainhouse is a beautiful, 
creamy white beach forming a crescent 
shaped frame for picture perfect Bayman 
Bay. The wooden dock that supports the 
diving services has its own observation 
deck. A windsurfer and a small sailboat 
are available. 

Behind the resort rise pine clad moun- 
tains inviting hiking and sightseeing. My 
favorite island diversion is exploring the 
magnificent waterfalls an hour up Big 4. . 
Gully, 30 minutes east of the resort. On —; Py ott 
several occasions, Tom Fouke and | have =f 
hiked up the gully alongside the flowing 
stream and have located several spec- 
tacular waterfalls. Each time we explore 
a little farther and so far have discovered 
four separate falls areas. 

The island of Guanaja and the Bayman 
Bay Club offer an incredible escape from 
continental life. The diving is very good, 
often excellent, but the opportunity for 
personal rejuvenation is superb. Pre-oc- 
cupations get washed away enroute and 
angry thoughts are purged by the natural 
sensuality of tropical surroundings. You 
may truly be a different person after this 
kind of a diving vacation. 

The Bayman Bay Club offers a stand- 
ard seven night package that includes a 
full selection of activities, three meals per 
day, two boat dives per day and unlimited 
shore diving. Special packages are avail- 
able for groups of as many as 20. 

For information, reservations or a color 
brochure, contact Terry or Lisa at: The 
Bayman Bay Club U.S. Executive Office, 
#1 Isle of Venice, #206, Fort Lauder- 
dale, FL 33301; (800) 524-1823 (outside 
FL), (305) 525-8413 (in FL). >see 


FULL THERMAL TEMPER 
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“It’s still the fastest way to the bottom.” 
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The “divers’ resort” on the 
beach ... La Ceiba. Where first- 
class waterfront accommo- 
dations are conveniently located 
just yards from diving facilities. 


Let the full-service profes- 
sionals at Fantasia Divers lead 
your next adventure with daily 
reef trips and unlimited beach 
diving. Individual and group 
packages available. 
The La Ceiba/Fantasia experience. 
Call toll free (800) 336-DIVE 
IN TEXAS (713) 558-9524 


or (800) 621-6830 
IN TEXAS (214) 669-1991 


R. STEWART & CO. © 1986 








FiJl 
(Continued from Page 91) 


mea caters to a wide variety of upscale 
people and it’s not inexpensive. But, it is 
certainly on its way to being one of the 
best small resorts in the world. 

If you're looking for truly advanced div- 
ing and want to spend most of your day 
doing so, try Ric Cammick’s Dive 
Taveuni. Ric is the pioneer of diving in the 
Northern Group and has been diving in 
Taveuni since he left his native New 
Zealand 14 years ago. 

You have two choices for accommoda- 
tions on Taveuni: Ric’s bures or the 
Moravu Hotel, literally across the road 
from Dive Taveuni. When you stay at 
Ric’s, you are a guest of Ric and his wife, 
Do. You have your own bure, but the cen- 
ter of all activity is their home. You eat 
your meals there around a big family ta- 
ble (Do and the staff do a great job) and 
you trade dive stories over Fiji beer in a 
spacious living area overlooking the sea. 
The 11 acre grounds are beautifully land- 
scaped. Since there are no more than 
eight guests, it is just one big family. 

The Moravu Hotel, just across the way, 
features 10 bures and comes complete 
with pool, restaurant and bar set into the 
beautiful Fijian countryside. There’s plen- 


® 250 foot depth rating 

® Choice of interiors 

e ABS/Lloyds approved 

® To 46 passenger capacity 

© Turn key package available 
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ty of space, plenty of peace and quiet 
and the excellent service of which all of 
the Northern Group is proud. 

Dive Taveuni is, in Ric’s words, ‘‘not for 
rank novices.’’ The diving is varied and 
challenging. This is one of the soft coral 
capitals of the world: There are reds, 
whites, yellows, maroons and purples in 
all sizes and shapes. This is where the 
challenge comes in. Without a fair 
amount of current, soft corals do not pro- 
liferate and they do not stay opened and 
feeding (their most beautiful and photo- 
genic state) without water flowing over 
them. The Straits of Somosomo, where 
Ric does all his diving, provide all of 
these conditions. The current, rather than 
flowing along the reef, flows over it. While 
this is great for the soft corals, it does 
present some challenges for divers. It 
usually means pulling yourself down a 
line in a moderate current to a depth of 
60 or 70 feet—where the current be- 
comes weak—before starting your dive. 
This is not a problem for experienced div- 
ers, and Ric gives a good briefing. 

All of Ric’s diving is done from his 
brand new, 36 foot custom designed alu- 
minum dive boat, Lelewa/. She's state-of- 
the-art, complete with walk-through tran- 
som, fresh water and plenty of sun and 
camera cover. 

A must dive site is the Great White 
Wall—one of the best in the world. You 
descend to about 40 feet on the top of a 


126 Garden Ave. 


Lions Gate Business Park 
North Vancouver, B.C. 


Canada V/P 3H2 


Telephone: (604) 980-5111 
Telex: 04-352536 Hyco-Van 











wall, enter a large cave and descend 
again. Exit at 85 or 100 feet and you're 
on a wall. Descend another 20 feet and 
the wall turns white! As far as visibility 
permits (and it can be very clear), the 
wall is gleaming white soft corals. Be- 
cause of the depth and current, this wall 
is one of the most challenging photo- 
graphic subjects anywhere. 

In addition Great White, Ric can offer 
dives on a variety of other walls and then 
usually anchors on one of several shal- 
lower sites for the second dive of the day. 
Pandora’s Box, a garden of soft corals 
and schooling fish, was a favorite. I'd al- 
so recommend Blue Ribbon Eel, a wall 
dive that was particularly rich in dark red 
soft corals. The diving at Taveuni is spec- 
tacular but you'll probably have to work 
to really enjoy it. 

After Taveuni, | boarded another short 
Sunflower Airlines flight to Savu Savu, on 
the coast of Vanua Levu, for a visit to Na- 
male Plantation. Flying over, | saw some 
of the best examples of barrier reef any- 
where—steep, sheer drop-offs. And, the 
diving at Namale followed suit: vertical 
walls, not too much current and some 
good shallow sites. The dive operation 
was run by a friendly Australian, Marc 
Hinton, and featured a 26 foot boat. The 
boat carries a maximum of eight divers, 
and is plenty big enough for that. 

Namale Plantation is actually a working 
coconut plantation, and the resort's ten 
bures are clustered around the original 
main house. Lush and tropical, Namale 
provides excellent privacy for its guests 
and some great extra services (like mini 
bars in the bures) that make it hard to be- 
lieve you're on a remote island in the 
South Pacific. 

Your hosts are Curly and Liz, and one 
of them usually greets you right at the air- 
port. The meals are served in the main- 
house and, often, outdoors. This is na- 
ture’s paradise. Tropical birds, nature 
walks, lectures on Fijian folklore, and 
even a small library specializing in Fijian 
history and culture, are there for you to 
enjoy. While diving is offered every day, 
it's another good example of a well 
rounded small resort offering a diverse 
menu of activities to choose from. 

Qamea, Taveuni, Moravu, Namale. 
Even the names of the resorts of the 
Northern Group begin a poem that prom- 
ises the unusual and the exotic. Beneath 
the sea Fiji is a diver’s dream, and it is 
untouched. Fewer than 2,000 divers per 
year visit Fiji, but word of this treasure is 
starting to spread. The people are one of 
the best reasons to visit Fiji, because 
their lifestyle is so different from our own. 
Every Fijian owns, by law, some land. 
The people grow up in villages, extended 
families really, and hospitality is really an 
extension of that village life. When you do 
visit a village in Fiji—mand you must—you 
introduce yourself to the chief first and 
then meet the rest of the people. 

The Northern Group has no large cities 
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Laurels 
we value. 


Selected for... 


A CONNOISSEUR’S GUIDE 





TO SMALL, ELEGANT HOTELS! 


Awarded 
FIVE STARS by... 


WORLD 


Selected for... 


“BEST 


OFTHE | WORD 


Regal Resorts! MAGAZINE! 


a aad 
... AAA RATING 


Our own boats and PADI staff. 


3 nights with lavish breakfasts, 
3 - two-tank dives 


5385 per person 


f 


Hawk's Cay Resort 
and Marina 


A very casual island resort in Florida Keys - 
50 minutes to Miami Airport. 
Mile Marker 61, Marathon, Florida 33050-9757 
Telephone: (305) 743-7000/(800) 432-2242 (Fla.) 
(800) 327-7775 (Outside Fla.) 


ba % 
3K 
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CAYMAN ISLANDER 
(Continued from Page 87) 


is a great spot for photography, fish feed- 
ing and wreck exploration. 

Afternoon dives are scheduled for a 
completely different selection of reef 
sites. Most are in 40 to 60 feet of water. 
Soto’s Reef South is great for marine life 
observation while Devil's Grotto is a laby- 
rinth of coral tunnels and caves. The Bal- 
boa wreck is a favorite spot for macro 
photography, while other shallow coral 
reefs include Soto’s Reef North, Eden 
Rock and Hamburger Reef. 

Night dives are scheduled twice week- 
ly—the Balboa on Tuesdays and the Oro 
Verde on Saturdays. Both sites are a car- 
nival of fish life and exotic reef creatures 
that only seem to appear during nocturnal 
hours. Nighttime excursions provide an 
exciting opportunity to glimpse a rare or- 
ange ball anemone, a parrotfish sleeping 
in its own cocoon or a prowling octopus. 


SPECIAL PACKAGES 
The Cayman Islander and Bob Soto’s 
Diving Ltd. have created a special dive 
program known as the Bonus Dive Pack- 
age. The prices are very low, making it 
one of the best buys on Seven Mile 


Beach. The program is very flexible. 

A diver staying at the Cayman Islander 
can purchase the package in two night, 
four night and six night lengths. The pro- 
gram is priced for single, double, triple or 
quadruple occupancy. When compared 
to similar programs at beachfront hotels 
such as the Holiday Inn, a diver can save 
up to $130 on a full week package. For 
example, a week (eight days/seven 
nights) at the Cayman Islander, including 
diving, is only $399. This special pack- 
age price is in effect from April 25 to De- 
cember 14. 

The Bonus Dive Package includes an 
impressive number of features including: 
transportation from and to the dive boat, 
a welcome cocktail, a room with satellite 
TV, full breakfast daily, maid service dai- 
ly, a morning two tank dive daily, one 
night dive or afternoon boat dive and un- 
limited shore diving. If you mention see- 
ing the Cayman Islander ad in SKIN DIV- 
ER you also receive a free Bob Soto’s T- 
shirt, but make sure you request it at the 
time you make your reservations. 

The unlimited afternoon shore diving 
can be a big plus for those who want to 
cram in every dive possible. Cayman l|s- 
lander guests can pick up their tanks, 
backpacks, dive flags and weightbelts at 
Bob Soto’s Scuba Centre. Each person is 
limited to one tank, but can obtain all the 
air fills he/she wants. Shore diving can 
be done directly offshore the Scuba Cen- 
tre or at one-half dozen shore entry sites 


¢ Five Star Caribbean Hotel * Best beach diving on the 
island ¢ Pool, spa, sauna, massage room, tennis 
court © Telephones & television in each room * Two bars, 
two restaurants * English spoken throughout hotel ¢ Div- 
ers board boats directly at La Ceiba Pier ¢ Safe, compe- 
tent dive operation © Four dive boats * Five PADI Dive- 
masters « American PADI Instructor e 10 Years showing 


divers the best Cozumel has to offer! 





2 CONTINENTAL 
ver rains on me 


in Gozumel, Mexico!” 


$524 


8 days & 7 nights 


per person, dbl. occupancy 
Package includes: 
°6 two tank boat dives with lunch 
eunlimited shore diving at the hotel beach 
°15% Mexican Hotel tax included efor an additional charge, 7 breakfasts and dinners 
efree use of tennis court (day or night) will be included. 


(Air transportation can be arranged. Commissions to travel agents & dive industry are fully protected.) 


Two Worlds Travel 
1307 First St, Humble, TX 77338 42800-446-2166 


Texas residents call (713) 446-2166 collect for reservations only. 


eweights & belts with boat dives 
eguide on boat dives 





106 SKIN DIVER MARCH 1987 














around the island. This is where a rental 
car really pays off. 

Incidentally, the diving part of the pack- 
age can be upgraded or expanded upon 
request. For a few dollars more, guests 
can participate in Bob Soto’s exclusive 
Double Wall Edge dive or go on the Di- 
rect North Wall Dive. Both programs are 
designed for experienced divers seeking 
advanced trips. 

For more information about the Cay- 
man Islander or the variety of bonus dive 
packages, you can contact: Reservation 
Manager, Cayman Islander Hotel, 5821 
Hollywood Boulevard, Suite 203, Holly- 
wood, FL 33021 or telephone U.S. toll 
free (800) 922-7555 or Florida toll free 
(800) 423-7555 or (305) 981-7555. The 
reservations office is open 9:00 am to 
5:00 pm Eastern Time, Monday through 
Friday. >= 


DIVE AND DINE BVI 


Dive the reefs and wrecks of the British 
Virgin Islands with Aquatic Centre and 
stay at the Sugar Mill Hotel—an intimate 
inn on Tortola’s beach-dotted north 
shore. The dining room in a 360 year old 
stone sugar mill has been called ‘‘the is- 
land’s best restaurant’ by the Washing- 
ton Post. 

You start the day with a slice of melon 
served on a hibiscus leaf and an order of 
pina colada pancakes. Then you're off to 
explore the wreck of the Rhone. For 
lunch, the hotel will provide a picnic such 
as chilled carrot ginger soup, Caribbean 
lobster salad, Cuban bread and rum pe- 
can cake for dessert. Then you make 
another dive. Relax in the evening as you 
watch the sunset from the Sugar Mill Bar 
and then enjoy a four course dinner in the 
candlelit dining room. This new diving 
and dining experience is a feast for all the 
SENSES. »te 


FIJI 
(Continued from Page 105) 


and large hotels are unknown. It is very 
special, even to divers well versed in re- 
mote islands. 

What is paradoxical is these islands 
are now easy and inexpensive to get to. 
From the West Coast, via Continental and 
Sunflower, total travel time is not much 
greater than it is to remote islands in the 
Caribbean. 

Running right through Taveuni is the |n- 
ternational Date Line. This is where one 
day ends and another begins. For divers, 
crossing the dateline and visiting Fiji 
holds not the promise of losing or gaining 
merely a day, but the opportunity of visit- 
ing another world, above and below the 
waters of the Northern Group. 

For more information about the North- 
ern Group, contact Tropical Adventures, 
170 Denny Way, Seattle, Washington 
98109 or call (800) 247-3483 or, in 
Washington, (206) 441-3483. >. 
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Turks & Caicos Islands 
Grand Turk 


Mianti 


oe if sion ‘re él oekiag for the be best 
Dive Grand Turk with Turks Island Aquasports 


Mike Spillar, the most experienced dive operator on 
Grand Turk, proudly announces the opening of Turks Island 
Aquasports offering the best of everything! 


e Mike’s Expertise e Two Dive Boats 
e Incredible Reef and Marine Life ¢ Grand Turk’s newest and most luxurious 
e Brand New Equipment Beachfront Accommodations Available 


For our reasonably priced Dive Packages, contact 


SCUBA WORLD (212) 496-6983 
TE est Fone Street: PB ao icaie aot a ices 


PREMIERE: SEA DANCER 
The Newest Live-Aboard in the Caribbean makes its Debut! 


Now, for the first time, enjoy your own Tiara Beach two of the most successful 
private cabin aboard this luxurious 110 dive resorts in the world is now available 
Ft. Live-Aboard, and DIVE Grand Turk, on this luxurious floating hotel. 

Provo, and the “secret” sites of North, 


West, and South Caicos. 
Your host is Peter Hughes Diving. ONE WEEK DIVE 


His systems of excellence that have PACKAGE PRICE: $995.00 


made Flamingo Beach Hotel and the 


FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: 1-800-367-DIVI_ 





Columbus House 


COLUMBUS HOUSE (Ocean View Hotel) 


“THEY SAY,” 

He Can't Last With 
Lower Than Competitive Rates. 
We Are Still; 

The Best Bet and Best Rates!! 


3 Nights/4 Dive Pkg. $175 pp. Dbl. Occ. 
6 Nights/10 Dive Pkg. $340 pp. Dbl. Occ. 


EVERYONE, Agencies, Tourist Groups, etc. 
Keep calling 809-946-2517 
COLUMBUS HOUSE 

P.O. Box 97 ¢ Grand Turk e 
Turks & Caicos Islands, BWI 


Hotel Kittina & Omega Diving 


0 Diving at your doorstep! 
HOTEL Luxurious rooms on the beach only steps away from 


KIT TI N A your boat pick up. Restaurant, bar, pool, complete 
watersports. 


SUPERIOR COURTYARD 
3 Night/4 Dive Pkg. 2/2 Tank Dives $207.00 pp, dbl. occ. 
7 Night/10 Dive Pkg. 5/2 Tank Dives, 1 Night Dive $520.00 pp, dbl. occ. 
DELUXE BEACHFRONT ROOMS 
3 Night/4 Dive Pkg. 2/2 Tank Dives $259.00 pp, dbl. occ. 
7 Night/10 Dive Pkg. 5/2 Tank Dives, 1 Night Dive $642.00 pp, dbl. occ. 
PACKAGE INCLUDES: room, transfers, gov't tax, gratuity, 
welcome drink, managers cocktail party, unlimited beach diving, 
tank, wt. belt, boat ride and guide. 
Diving is provided by: Omega Diving of Grand Turk 
For Bookings: THE TURKS & CAICOS RESERVATION CENTER 
4197 Braganza Ave. * Coconut Grove, FL 33133 * 305-667-0966 
HOTEL KITTINA ¢ Grand Turk Island 
Turks & Caicos, BWI * 809-946-2232 


Island Reef Hotel 


ISLAND REEF HOTEL 


e 21 Comfortable Rooms 

e Efficiencies and 1 Bedrooms 

e All rooms w/kitchen, and air conditioning 
e Pool and Tennis 

e Restaurant and Bar 

e Car rental available 


For Dive Package information call: 
Mega Travel 817-778-1064 
Island Reef Hotel, 

TMB 10, Grand Turk, 

Turk & Caicos, BWI, 809-946-2055 


Treasure Beach Villas & Provo Turtle Divers 


Treasure Beach Villas 


Complete rental condos with full service kitchen, fully furnished one and two 
bedroom apartments. A complete holiday retreat with pool, tennis courts and 
miles of unspoiled white sand beach. 
DIVING PACKAGES 
3 Night/4 Dive Pkg. 
2/2 Tank Dives 
7 Night/10 Dive Pkg. 
5/2 Tank Dives 


DIVE PACKAGES INCLUDE: tank, wt. belt, BP, boat ride, rental 


... More than just a room! 


$340.00 pp, dbl. occ. 


$670.00 pp, dbl. occ. 


A full service sanctioned 
PADI training facility. 


« For Bookings: TREASURE BEACH VILLAS « P.O. Box 8409 


Hialeah, FL 33012 © 809-946-4211 ¢ Alleveia 
PROVO TURTLE DIVERS « 809-946-4232 


Erebus & Provo Turtle Divers 


4 j Overlooking Turtle Cove Bay next to Provo Turtle 
Divers. 
&b French restaurant and unique lounge atop a romantic 
(_\ hillside. 
EREBU S ‘a Recompression chamber available. 
3 Night/4 Dive Pkg. 2/2 Tank Dives $270.00 pp, dbl. occ. 
7 Night/10 Dive Pkg. 5/2 Tank Dives $562.00 pp, dbl. occ. 
Diving Packages Include: room, breakfast, diving tank, wt. belt, BP, boat ride 


included, rental equipment also available. 


A full service sanctioned 
Provo Turtle Divers, Lid. PADI training facility. 


For Bookings: EREBUS HOTEL « P.O. Box 8577 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33310-8577 
809-946-4240 « Telex (02968) 8436 Erebus TQ 
PROVO TURTLE DIVERS °« 809-946-4232 


— 


Island Princess & Provo Turtle Divers 


Discover The Island Princess... Before The Rest Of The World Does! 


ISLAND PRINCESS 
Tropical 80 room hotel located DIRECTLY ON THE BEACH. 
Excellent restaurant and bar...complete watersports activities. 
DIVE PACKAGES PER PERSON 
3 Night/4 Dive Pkg. Single Double Triple Quad 
2/2 Tank Dives $408.00 $353.00 $332.00 $318.00 
7 Night/12 Dive Pkg. 
6/2 Tank Dives $899.00 $760.00 $615.00 $694.00 
DIVE PACKAGES INCLUDE: Airport transfers to/from resort ¢ hotel — all meals 
¢ bed tax-gratuities « welcome drink & orientation ¢ maid service e diving in- 
cludes: tank, air BP, weight, guide. 
A full service sanctioned 
Provo Turtle Divers, Ltd. PADI training facility. 
For Reservations: ISLAND PRINCESS « Box 52-6002 * Miami, FL 
Turks & Caicos Phone: 809-946-4260 * Telex: 8432 PRINCES T.Q. 
PROVO TURTLE DIVER: 809-946-4232 


Salt Raker Inn & Blue Water Divers 


DIVE THE SPECTACULAR 
GRAND TURK WALL 
from your doorstep at the Salt Raker Inn. 
SALT RAKER INN 

5/nights/8 dives-sgl. —$432pp, dbl. —$402pp, trpl. —$372pp 

7/nights/12 dives-sgl. —$624pp, dbl. —$582pp, trpl.—$540pp } 
The Salt Raker Inn is the perfect combination of luxury and casual 
island comfort, all set in a lush tropical garden directly on the 
beach. Blue Water Divers offers personalized service in small 
groups of 10 or less. We put the “Sport” back in diving!! Package 
includes: tanks, backpack, wt. belt, boat ride, guide service, and 
welcome cocktail. Direct Bookings receive 20% discount!!! ! 
For Bookings: 809-946-2260 SALT RAKER INN ave 

809-946-2432 BLUE WATER DIVERS ®lae Water 

P.O. Box 124, Grand Turk, Turks & Caicos, BWI Dire 


THE WORLD’S LEADING 
HOTEL REPRESENTATIVE 
FOR THE TURKS & CAICOS 


e 11 Hotels on 3 Islands. 
¢ Dive packages to suit all needs & groups of all sizes. 
e Special discounts for medium & large groups. 


One phone call will give you the fullest information and 
assistance to ensure the diving experience of a lifetime! 


Complete information from: Bye-Coastal Tours 
P.O. Box 3126, Westville 
New Haven, Ct. 06515 
203-371-1119 








FANTASTIC 


SPECIAL DEPARTURES 





e RED SEA + Israel + Greece 
‘“Fantasea’’ live-aboard. 
August. 15 days. $2350 


e SEYCHELLE ISLANDS + 
African Safari 
Mahe & Kenya. 
September. 17 days. $1775 


e FIJI ISLANDS 
Vanua Levu & Taveuni. 
October. 12 days. $1200 


e CORAL SEA + Yongala Wreck 
“Supersport” live-aboard. 
November. 15 days. $1775 


Plus Tonga, Solomons, 
Papua New Guinea and more. 


For complete details contact: 


TROPICAL 
ADVENTURES 


“Worldwide Dive Tour Specialists Since 1973” 
1-800-247-3483 (Toll Free) 


(206) 441-3483 (WA State) 
170 Denny Way, Seattle, WA 98109 
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Wenoka 
Converta- 
Pac 


The Most 
Sensible 
Convertible 
You’ll Ever Own 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY * 
BY BONNIE J. CARDONE , 


He: you always wanted a racy red 
convertible? Well, the one shown on 
these pages won't strain your budget and 
needs little care. Although you may 
spend your weekends with it, it won't be 
because it needs washing, waxing or an 
oil change. Best of all, there are no li- 
censes, insurance or other costs involved 
in owning it. That's because it's not a 
racy red convertible automobile, but a 
racy red convertible backpack dive gear 







bag, from Wenoka. 

It's called a convertible because of the 
shoulder straps. When you want to check 
the bag on an airplane, the straps tuck in- 
to a Zippered compartment at the top and 
special sleeves at the bottom. This keeps 
the straps from getting caught on convey- 
or belts. When you want to carry the bag 


NEW YORK - CHICAGO - DETROIT 
NON-STOP JET SERVICE TO 


GRAND CAYMAN 


“843. 





Dive Cayman this winter at bargain rates and unbelievable con- 
venience. Friday departure from Detroit, Saturday and Sunday 
from New York and Chicago. Only 3’ hours non-stop! Round 
trip, hotel, dive package and transfers as low as $843.* 


“Per person, double occupancy, during January, April (Easter excluded) and other 


select dates. Program dates Dec. 19, 1986 - April 19, 1987. 
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P.O. Box 1801, Grand Cayman, B.W.I. 








on your back, the straps can be removed 
from their hiding places and snapped to- 
gether with adjustable quick release 
buckles in just Seconds. 

The Converta-Pac is is the third back- 
pack gear bag Wenoka has introduced. 
Each one has been larger than its prede- 
cessor. Model 1873 is very large, mea- 
suring 24 x 22 x 13.5 inches. There are 
two large pockets on the front, each of 
which measures 14 x 10 x 4 inches. The 
bottom one is padded on all sides. You 
can use it for dry storage or as an insulat- 
ed food and drink carrier. The top pocket 
holds a padded regulator bag that comes 
with the Converta-Pac. 

On both sides of this gear bag are two 
large (24 x 9.5 x 4 inches) zippered com- 
partments. You can use one for your fins 
(almost all sizes will fit) and the other for 
your BC jacket. The main compartment— 
padded on all sides to protect your gear 
during transit—is more than large enough 
for all the rest of your gear and there will 
be room left over. 

Wenoka gear is always thoughtfully de- 
signed, with attention to details, and the 
Converta-Pac is no exception. All of the 
sturdy nylon YKK zippers, for example, 
have double tabs (except the one for the 
shoulder straps). The shoulder straps are 
padded for comfort, as is the carrying 
handle on the top. All of the seams are 
double stitched with nylon thread and all 
stress points are box stitched, with an ex- 


In Paradise, 





tra piece of material sewn inside for 
strength. There’s a place on the top for 
your business card or an address tag. 
The top pocket on the front has a patch 
pocket that can be used to keep such 
things as your dive tables or logbook 
handy. There is a plastic clip inside the 
main compartment for keys. On the bot- 
tom of both the main compartment and 
the two side compartments are brass 
grommets, for drainage. 

The Converta-Pac is made of sturdy, 
durable Z-Tex nylon and coated with 
polyurethane on the inside to help keep 
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The Converta-Pac’s straps tuck into pockets at the top and bottom of the bag. 


the contents dry on a wet dive boat. 

All of Wenoka’s gear bags require little 
care. When it gets soiled, rinse the Con- 
verta-Pac with fresh water and let dry. For 
heavy duty dirt you can use detergent 
and water; for oil or grease use a dry 
cleaning solvent. 

The 1873 Converta-Pac sells for just 
$125. See one at your nearest Wenoka 
dealer: It's the most sensible racy red 
convertible you'll ever own! Oh yes, if you 
don't care for all red, the Converta-Pac 
also comes in black, with silver trim and 
blue, with red trim. >. 


f @ 
Your Caribbean 
: oi 
Island Villa 
And Sport Boat. 
The comforts of home; the exhilaration of 
paradise. Call today and find out how easy 
it is to enjoy the tranquility of a vacation 
villa and private sport boat. Your spacious 
villa can comfortably accommodate up to 6 
people and is the perfect base for exploring 
the wonders of Belize. Located on Moho 
Caye, just off the coastline of Belize, Maya 
Landings is less than 2 hours from the 
United States. And yet you'll discover an 
unspoiled Caribbean paradise teaming with 
adventure. Within minutes of the largest 
barrier reef in the western hemisphere, 
these pristine waters offer hundreds of 
miles of unexplored dive sights and 
bountiful fishing. Palm fringed white sand 
beaches. Tropical jungles concealing exotic 
wildlife and ancient Mayan pyramids. Maya 
Landings has something for everyone. For 
more details and your free brochure, call 
now. In Florida, call (813) 367-1952. 
Outside Florida, call toll free 


(800) 237-3483. 
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VACATION VILLAS ———""-—— 


Presented by Sail Belize, Inc. 
151 107th Ave., Suite 211; Treasure Island, Florida 33706 
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Diving News 





rom Down Under 


New Dive Boat At Port Douglas 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY GERI MURPHY 





rian Tweedie, owner and operator of 

Coral Sea Diving Services, recently 
announced the completion of his new 
high speed dive boat M/V Aquanaut. 
Coral Sea Diving is a full service dive 
shop and diving school in the small fish- 
ing village of Port Douglas, 40 miles north 
of Cairns. It is the northernmost dive shop 
on the Queensland coast and offers easy 
access to a wide range of Great Barrier 
Reef dive sites. 

Almost three years in the making, the 
Aquanaut is a sleek, 56 foot, custom de- 
signed dive boat capable of 30 knots. 
Powered by twin 725 hp diesels, this craft 
can cruise at 24 knots with a full load of 
30 divers. She can reach the northern 
barrier reef dive sites in less than 90 min- 
utes, thus devoting the majority of the day 
to scuba exploration and snorkeling. 

The Aquanaut is a fine example of Aus- 
tralian dive boat design and is regarded 
as a showcase vessel for the next gener- 
ation of such craft. She is equipped with 
two onboard 11.5 cubic foot air compres- 
sors and carries 36 scuba tanks. De- 
signed specifically for diving, the craft 
features storage space for dive gear 
bags directly under the passenger seats, 
a 14 foot wide stern platform, twin dive 
ladders and an external freshwater show- 
er for after dive rinse-off. Scuba tanks are 
stored in rows behind the passenger 
seats for easy access. The craft also fea- 
tures a compact galley for onboard 
meals, 12 bunks for overnight cruises 
and two bathrooms. A dive skiff is stored 
on the roof and can be lowered quickly 
by power launch. 

Coral Sea Diving Services is operating 
the Aquanaut basically as a day boat but 
is also scheduling longer overnight trips. 
The boat caters to both experienced div- 
ers and customers who are on its learn- 
to-dive program. The craft is equipped 
with both snorkeling equipment and scu- 
ba gear. Guests are divided into groups 
and assigned specific instructors de- 
pending on their underwater skills. 

The Aquanaut visits a variety of coral 
reefs within a 35 mile radius of Port 
Douglas. Opal Reef is a popular destina- 
tion that offers a view of mammoth 
Tridacna clams, plus a tour through shal- 
low coral gardens. Norman Reef offers 
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an opportunity to dive a vertical drop-off 
and explore coral caves. Saxon Reef is 
an area well known for its soft coral gar- 
dens. The water temperature in this area 
of the Great Barrier Reef averages 80°F. 
Wetsuits are basically worn for protection 
and prolonged submersion. 

As for extended overnight cruises, the 
Aquanaut runs north to Australia’s world 
famous Cod Hole. Guests have an oppor- 


QANTAS 


tunity to photograph and hand feed a col- 
ony of 11 to 15 giant potato cod, weigh- 
ing 75 to 250 pounds each. This site is al- 
so the home of several six foot long mor- 
ay eels that are equally tame and respon- 
sive to fish feeding. 

Port Douglas is a picture book coastal 
village that has become popular with 
Australian visitors. The surrounding envi- 
ronment is quite rural and includes sugar 
cane plantations, rain forests and de- 
serted beaches. There are several quaint 
hotels and excellent restaurants in the 
area. Land activities include rain forest 
tours, crocodile cruises, golf, beach- 
combing or a tour of Ben Cropp’s Ship- 










Port Douglas « 
Cairns ¢ 
w 





Townsville « 


AUSTRALIA 


Sydney ¢ 


The Aquanaut is headquartered at 
Coral Sea Diving Services, in the vil- 
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Upper left: Brian Tweedie (in 
water) coaches a scuba stu- 
dent as he makes an entry. 
Above: The 56 foot Aquanaut 
can cruise at 24 knots with a 
full load of divers. Left: Qan- 
tas flies 747s direct to Cairns. 


wreck Museum. 

Port Douglas is approximately a one 
hour drive north of Cairns on the scenic 
Cook Highway. Visitors can make the trip 
by scheduled bus or rental car from 
Cairns. Qantas Airlines now operates jet 
service from the U.S. (San Francisco or 
Los Angeles) to Cairns, with a plane 
change in Honolulu. 

For more information about M/V Aqua- 
naut dive trips, contact Dive In Australia, 
90 Francisco St., Suite 205, San Francis- 
co, CA 94133; (415) 421-5588, or write 
to Coral Sea Diving Services, Princess 
Wharf, P.O. Box 122, Port Douglas, 
4871, Queensland, Australia. »s 





LIVE-ABOARD DIVING AT ITS BEST! 
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Caribbean cruise for incredible value! Dive Fiji’s untouched Great Sea Reef with: privacy 
and comfort. This is one of 1987’s most exciting new products! 


REEF EXPLORER 












BAJA--Big-animal adventure for 3-4 divers. PAPUA NEW GUINEA--Unlimited diving 
Unlimited diving, personal service. Families in one of diving’s final frontiers. Many exotic 
& couples welcome. Weekly departures. . creatures, great reefs G air-conditioned comfort. 








BELIZE--Enjoy dive cruises aboard Isla Mia CORAL SEA/AUSTRALIA--Still the world’s 
or Belize Aggressor! Unlimited superb diving ereatest diving adventure! Fabulous clarity to 
and comfort on untouched, remote reefs! photograph sharks, snakes, turtles & rays! 


See & Sea Travel, Inc. exclusively represents the world’s finest 
fleet of dive cruisers as well as booking the world’s leading Sep X Spa = - 
shore-based dive resorts. See & Sea will not represent any vessel | 

that won’t deliver excellent food, personal comfort and service, and © TRAVEL SERVICE, INC. 
unlimited diving. Join us in Belize, the Solomons, the Caymans, 

Turks & Caicos, Maldives, Red Sea, Truk Lagoon, Thailand, Fiji, 90 FRANCISCO ST., STE. 205 
Philippines, Papua New Guinea, Galapagos, Palau, Australia’s SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94133 


Coral Sea, Baja, Sudan and our Great White Shark expedition. TELEPHONE (415) 434-3400 
TELEX 278036 SEAS UR ° 


Call the Dive Experts at: 1-800-DIV-XPRT 


’ 








Insist on the finest; insist on See & Sea diving adventures. 





ALL ABC 


SKIN DIVER’s 
STOPS 

IN APRIL 
INCLUDE: 


@ A Billion 


Gallon Inland Dive 


Resort @ Hawaii @ St. 
Croix @ Grand Cayman @ Key 
Largo @ The Bahamas © Turks & 


Caicos @ Australia 


Also featured: 


the latest in dive gear, 


marine products and dive techniques 


All this and more in the April 


8 Day—7 Night 
package 


*765 


SEA VENTURES 
144 Railroad Ave., Ste. 204 
Edmonds, WA 98020 


(206) 778-7622 
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“The country in the Caribbean” 


¢ Round-trip air from Miami 
e Air-conditioned, ocean view room 


¢ 2 boat dives daily, 1 night dive 

¢ Tanks, backpacks and weightbelts 

¢ Lunch on dive days 

e Transfers, baggage handling 

¢ Complimentary tennis and swimming pool 

¢ Commissions fully protected to dive and 
travel industry 


GROUP RATES 











THE WHITE 
HOLE 


Unique Bonaire Coral 
Formation Protected 
By The Elements... 


But Worth The Wait 
=e) ——— 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY BRUCE BOWKER 











long the windward eastern shore of 

Bonaire there is a coral formation so 
unusual it is unlike any found on other 
reefs off this Caribbean island. For more 
than ten years the name of the site in- 
trigued me, yet it took all of that time for 
me to finally dive in what is called the 
White Hole. 

Unlike a blue hole, this strange coral 
formation has a bottom only 40 feet deep 
and of pure white sand. Almost all of Bon- 
aires east coast is a gradually sloping 
reef running from shore down to about 25 
feet at a distance up to 150 yards off- 
shore, where it then becomes about a 45 
degree drop-off down to an average of 
130 feet. Right in the very shallow part of 
the gradual slope is the White Hole. The 
area is about the size of a football field 
with one side a vertical wall filled with 
overhangs, caves and crevices. The oth- 
er sides are 30 degree slopes, all of 
which form a huge bowl like reef with the 
rim nearly touching the surface. 

What exactly caused this formation to 
occur is not Known. No one knows how 
deep the sand is. At some time in the very 
distant past this may have been a blue 
hole. Nearby, on a spit of sandy land, are 
the ruins of a hotel project, called Soro- 
bon, that was never finished. One reason 
the project went bankrupt was because 
an open pit filled with water. The contrac- 
tors tried in vain to fill it with boulders, 
concrete and anything else they could 
find. Unfortunately, this pit was right 
where part of the main hotel structure 
was to be built. If this hole could not be 
filled and made safe, construction would 
have to end. And, that it did, in 1968. 

A diver hired to inspect the pit and at- 
tempt to fill any cracks said it was riddled 
with cave openings and impossible to 
seal. Some divers have speculated this 
water hole may have been connected to 
the White Hole, making the theory of a 
blue hole feasible. Topside, Bonaire is 
peppered with caves, some of which 
have passages filled with water. 

The east coast is a windward one with 
heavy surf constantly pounding the 
shoreline. The constant wind dies down 





ae 


bee 


A diver at thé White Hole erent a veritable convention of spiny lobster. 


or changes direction long enough to 
make diving safe in the area only a few 
times per year. When this will occur can- 
not be predicted, although the last few 
months of the year seem the best bet. 
This is part of the reason it was more than 
ten years before both work and wind con- 
ditions coincided and allowed me to 
make a boat trip to the White Hole. It is al- 
most impossible to make this dive by a 





shore entry because the site is almost in 
the center of a barrier type reef that sepa- 
rates the Caribbean Sea from a large la- 
goon-like bay called Lac. 

The day chosen to try to make it to the 
White Hole was almost dead calm with 
very clear skies. After an almost one hour 
boat ride from the pier at the Carib Inn, it 
was not difficult to locate the site. The 
brilliant sand bottom of the hole makes 
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different reefs for every dive, 
fantastic underwater visibility. 


Spectacular walls and grottos 
Great shallow reefs 

Lots of friendly fish 

Dive on famous shipwrecks 
ar-elUiroletmalrelapameih alate, 
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strobe rentals 








“The best cold water 


diving in the world? 
— Business Week, May L, 1980 


Find out more about 
adventure vacations in one of 
North America’s most 
spectacular outdoor settings. 
Write for your free 1987 
Adventure Vacations Guide, with 
dozens of packages and 
adventure bargains. 


(4) TOURISM BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


MAIL TO: Tourism British Columbia, 
Box C-34971, Dept. T7M-SD-04 
Seattle, Wash. 98124-1971. 

















STATE 





ZIP 
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Spirit of Ppalu 
Snorkel, swim, lunch 
and dinner aboard 
our futuristic 
64’ catamaran 


Underwater video rentals and classes | 
Windsurfing and sailing rentals i 
and lessons : 
Ol aF-lial edkoyarjall ome lolimereltie-y- 7 
and tennis courts wer / 
British colonial setting in lush ee 
ace) o}(or-] mr: hanced) elal-a— Address 
Waterfalls, jacuzzis, saunas and pools. City Zip 


‘Phone 


“WRITE TODAY Nick’s Aqua Sports Cayman 
11601 Biscayne Blivd., Suite 200A 
N. Miami, FL 33181 


Learn To Dive Programs Made Easy 


Vacation Dates 
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From the Virgin Islands’ most colorful vacation packages see your travel agent or 
coral walls to the richly defined arches of contact RALPH LOCKE, 315 E. 72nd St., 
a classically inspired hideaway, Caribbean New York, New York 10021. Phone toll free 
Sea Adventures and The Buccaneer Hotel with the number below or in New York State 
offer a most exciting combination. call (212) 586-3070. 

If your idea of the perfect diving vacation EVERYTHING YOU'VE COME TO EXPECT 
includes sun drenched beaches, superb 
dining, luxurious accommodations, golf, CARIBBEAN SFA 
tennis, and all the watersports you can ADVENTURES 
imagine, experience our wall to wall excel- r: 
lence. For complete information on our 





ST. CROIX, U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 


1-800-223-1108 


call toll free 








Sta 
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‘ . Brent Feinman’s 


SCUBA WORLD 


“Best beach diving in So. Fla.” 
Complete dive/hotel packages. 


coment 






~~ 


£% PADI Master Instructor. 
pt *One owner Lifetime warranty 
YX) 
My covers CALL 1-800-223-DIVE 
f $98 sanreR In FL (305) 771-3933 Sc : 
Includes: = 4339 Ocean Dr. (AIA) — PACKAGE $308 
4 Mask, Snorkel, Fins, Weight Belts, Lauderdale By-The-Sea _ includes: 
, Gloves and Boots. Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33308 BC, Regulator, and Combo Gauge. 


rs *Life support equipment should not be used or operated unless properly trained and certified. This ad does not constitute an offer to sell via mail order. 7 vr] 
as a a a a 
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WHITE HOLE 


the water a blue color | will never forget. 
With the contrast of the dark reef around 
the bowl and the sand bottom looking as 
if it were only a few feet under the sur- 
face, the White Hole could be spotted 
long before the boat could safely anchor. 

| had six other divers with me, all of 
whom had been to Bonaire many times 
before. We all hit the water at nearly the 
same time, anxious to be the first down. 
As with many dives, the first in gets the 
best chance to see some bigger crea- 
tures. This time, though, we all got to see 
the tarpon that frequent this reef. Al- 
though we only saw a portion of the big 
main school, it was exciting to see that 
many big fish. Some of Bonaire’s better 
free divers, who had been to the hole on 






calmer days, have estimated the main 
school contains to upwards of 100 fish. 

A few minutes after seeing the tarpon 
we all descended along the slope to the 
white bottom. Slowly we continued our 
swim toward the other side. It was one of 
those dives when one might expect to 
see anything, and all of us kept looking in 
every direction. The vertical wall was al- 
ready visible when we entered the water 
because the light reflected from the bot- 
tom and the clear, calm water allowed su- 
perb visibility. 

The wall was covered in orange cup 
corals with crevices and small caves eve- 
rywhere. A small nurse shark made its 
home in one cave while lobsters filled the 
others. A green moray stuck its head out 
of another hole. Small fish darted around 
everywhere. One opening, just large 
enough for a diver to squeeze in, was full 
of black margates. They darted around 
nervously when we shined our lights into 
their cave. 


We swam around the perimeter of the 
coral bowl, taking pictures and marveling 
at what a different place this was. | swam 
up the vertical wall and in toward the reef 
that separates the bay from the sea. It 
was like a giant aquarium. Large schools 
of mahogany snappers rested lazily un- 
der perfect examples of elkhorn coral. 
Sergeant majors, the ever present yel- 
lowtails, queen triggerfish and dozens of 
other species floated back and forth with 
a gentle surge washing over the rim. 

Swimming back to the wall, | met the 
other divers. Since we all still had plenty 
of air left we decided to go across the 
White Hole, up the gentle slope at the oth- 
er side where the boat was anchored and 
head toward the main drop-off. Another 
great surprise awaited us. 

Because the White Hole is in the area 
where the channel leading into the bay 
exists, the reef here is a perfect place for 
sea creatures to live. Lac Bay has always 
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One of the many sea turtles the author en- 
countered during the White Hole dive. 


been known to marine scientists as a 
huge breeding ground and nursery for 
many types of animals, including turtles. 
As we swam to the drop-off, not less than 
15 of these beautiful creatures were 
seen. They varied in size from small to 
quite large. A school of very large horse- 
eye jacks swam up to one diver and, hav- 
ing decided he was either safe or inedi- 
ble, they continued on. Two nurse 
sharks, some very big gray Snappers and 
more lobsters were also sighted. 

The ride to and from the White Hole fol- 
lows the coastline of Bonaire from the 
main harbor area all the way to Lac Bay. 
It is a pleasant sightseeing ride and we 
even had dolphins with us for part of the 
way back. The next day the easterly 
winds were back to their strong normal 
force, making a second day of diving im- 
possible at the White Hole. It certainly will 
not be another ten years before | return 
to this unusual and beautiful area. ># 





Introducing the New “AGGRESSOR” the 


“SURFSIDE AGGRESSOR” 


OPERATING IN THE EASTERN CARIBBEAN 


ST. MAARTEN-STATIA-SABA 


Your Choice of Numerous Island Destinations 
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THE ALL-NEW SURFSIDE AGGRESSOR OFFERS... 


@ Unlimited diving in truly untouched locations which offer an extraordinary 
combination of historic shipwrecks, coral reefs, fabulous walls and pinnacles 

and incredible marine life. 

@ Dive and visit a number of island destinations only a short distance from 
one another. Daily island access to explore, shop or dine by way of large 
inflatable zodiacs. 

@ Everything that you have come to expect from the “Aggressors’; modern 
convenient dive facilities and services—E-6 processing lab—u/w video 
services—watersports—complete instruction. 

@ Luxurious air-conditioned private staterooms with double and single 
berths—freshwater showers—great food—sun deck—barbeque grills—lounge. 

© Convenient departures and returns through St. Maarten. Available for dive 
shop, group or individual charters. 


St. Eustatius (Statia), SABA and St. Maarten of the Netherlands Antilles beneath the sur- 
face, have something in common: They offer some of the finest diving in the world. (Rich- 
ard Bangs, American Way magazine, Dec. 1986) 

Dive into history; St. Eustatius is someplace special: a place where the Maritime history 
is so thick you can touch it. “Put simply, “St. Eustatius is a traveling divers dream come 
true.” (Skin Diver magazine, April 1986) 

SABA’s legendary walls and pinnacles are second to none with marine life to match. A 
magical island if ever there was one. Designated as a protected marine park by the govern- 
ment of the Dutch Antilles. 


For Information, brochures and reservations call or write: 


1-800-468-1708 1-800-348-9778 


(in PA 717-346-6382) OR (415-434-3400) 
Surfside U.S.A. Sales Office See & Sea Travel Svc. 
1838-40 N. Main Avenue 50 Francisco St. 
Scranton, PA 18508 Suite 205 

San Francisco, CA 94133 





surfside watersports Itd. 
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110 foot wall 


a snorkel away from the bar 


—--- | week... all food... 
— unlimited diving... $550 


Other packages available. 
Dive the wreck of the 
Prince Albert, charter the 
43’ live aboard Reef Runner 
al and dive all the Bay Islands. 


pe Call our toll-free number and * 
we'll answer all your questions 
and send you a beautiful brochure. 


A family operation. 
Travel arangements 
1-800-282-8932 

Florida 904-588-4131 = 


Water Works —- Chicago 





PUT THE ADVENTURE 
BACK IN DIVING 


Dive the Wreck 
of the Rhone, 
Mosquito Rock, 
Chikuzen, and 
much, much more! 


8 day 7 night packages 
5 2 tank dives 


from $369” , 


LEVERICK BAY 
North Sound, Virgin Gorda 
British Virgin Islands 
Call toll free 
1-800-387-4964 
In Virgin Gorda call 
(809) 495-5513 


DEEP WRECK DIVING HDQS. 
3 Days/2 Nights/4 Dives 
EM Bul Rea 


ofan $139 SUITES $195 


HOTELS“ 


Adventure Bivers 


PS 1 a 
305-523-8354 
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SOTO’S 1,000 DAYS 


Bob Soto’s Diving staff recently cele- 
brated its 1,000th consecutive day of div- 
ing off Grand Cayman island in the British 
West Indies. With nearly year-round per- 
fect conditions, Bob Soto’s maintained its 
daily schedule of servicing morning div- 
ers from March 1, 1984 through Novem- 
ber 26, 1986 without a miss. 

The staff is now setting its sights for the 
magic 2,000 mark, which should be 
crossed in 1989. 

For information on Grand Cayman and 
Bob Soto’s Diving Programs call (809) 
949-2022 or write: Bob Soto’s Diving, 
Ltd., P.O. Box 1801, Grand Cayman, 
BWI. >a 


SAND DOLLAR 
DIVE AND PHOTO 


Sand Dollar Condominiums and Beach 
Club has recently opened the newest 
dive operation on Bonaire—Sand Dollar 
Dive and Photo. Owned by Sylvia and 
Milton Weisberg and Andre Nahr, the 
new dive shop is on the water in front of 
the Sand Dollar Beach Club, affording 
easy access for divers. Dive gear re- 
mains in the shop and tanks are only six 
feet from the boat. There is also great 
beach diving just in front of your room. 
Sand Dollar Dive and Photo also has full 
photography service, including U/W vid- 
eo, PADI specialty courses, E-6 process- 
ing and more. 

All Sand Dollar units are beachfront, 
with balconies and terraces facing the 
sea. The studios, one, two and three bed- 
room units are perfect for dive groups or 
families. These spacious units allow div- 
ers the option of cooking in a fully 
equipped kitchen or sitting on the sea in 
the new Green Parrot Restaurant. 

For information please contact the 
Travel Barn, 50 Georgetown Rd., Bor- 
dentown, NJ 08505; (609) 298-2298. >. 


DO NOT DIVE''... 


Until you've tried our 
















State of the | (GUNSHOT 
Art ‘‘Sea Belts DIVING BELT) 


1000 Denier Cordura cloth, dol-stitched with Dacron thread, abra- 
sion resistant, unaffected by rot or mildew. Features: Easy fill-up 
spout; Self-locking gunshot passage; Halfmoon-shape that locks 
belt in place (accommodates standard diving backpack). 
SIZES: Small 25-30, up to 22 Ibs. 
Medium 29-35, up to 30 Ibs. 
Large 34-40, up to 37 Ibs. 
FREE solid brass goody bag snap hook. 
Send $26.95 + $2.50 postage (check or money order) to: 


IMAGES D’AVANT GARDE 

110 Mariner Green Dr., Dept. 287 
Corte Madera, CA 94925 (415) 924-9144 
Calif. residents add $1.77 sales tax. Full money-back guarantee. Made in Califor- 
nia. Dealers inquiries welcome. Gunshot not included. Orders shipped immediately. 








HANAUER TO RED SEA 


The Egyptian Red Sea will be the desti- 
nation of a 16 day diving and travel pack- 
age offered by Eric Hanauer and Mia 
Tegner from July 16 through August 1. 
Participants will spend ten days diving 
the walls, reefs and shipwrecks of Sinai, 
based at Rolf Schmidt’s Sharm-el-Sheikh 
dive center. The 50 foot vessel Apuhara 
will transport divers to such dive sites as 
Ras Muhammad and the Straits of Tiran. 
In addition, guests will visit the pyramids 
and Sphinx, the treasures of Tutankha- 
men and historical sites in Cairo. An op- 
tional Nile cruise will also be available. 

The trip will be led by Eric Hanauer— 
photographer, author and instructor, who 
has spent three summers in the Red Sea. 
His wife, Dr. Mia Tegner, a marine biolo- 
gist at Scripps Institution of Oceanogra- 
phy, will provide valuable insights on un- 
dersea ecology. Rolf Schmidt is the Red 
sea’s most experienced dive operator, 
with more than 15 years in Sinai. The cost 
of the package includes air fare, hotels, 
transfers, tours and diving. 

For further information, contact Eric 
Hanauer, 345 University M-3, Costa Me- 
sa, CA 92627; (714) 773-3316. >. 


PIRATES POINT RESORT 


Pirates Point Resort on Little Cayman is 
now owned and operated by gourmet 
chef/cookbook author Gladys Howard. 
Little Cayman now has Cuisine that 
matches its diving. Pirates Point, formally 
a private residence, can accommodate 
12 guests in separate cottages. The main 
pavilion houses the recently redecorated 
dining room, where the chef serves conti- 
nental fare and Cayman specialties. 

The resort is on the beach in Preston 
Bay facing the Cayman Trench. Equipped 
with new dive boats, new tanks and 
equipment, Pirates Point is completely re- 
modeled and open for business. 

Pirates Point offers customized videos 
of your favorite dives. To acquaint you 
with the amenities and famous diving of 
Little Cayman before your trip, Pirates 
Point has prepared a video that is yours 
to keep for $10 (includes postage and 
handling) and can be ordered from Scott 
Simpson Associates, 701 West 177th, 
#43, New York, New York 10033; (212) 
795-2846. 

For more information contact: Pirates 
Point Resort, Ltd., Little Cayman, Cayman 
Islands, BWI; (809) 948-4210. > 


DIVE/DISCOVER 
VENEZUELA 


A new dive destination is now available 
to divers. Venezuela offers clear water, a 
wide variety of dive sites, superb accom- 
modations and different activities such as 
side tours to Angel Falls, the highest in 
the world. For information contact Sea 
Ventures Tours, Inc., 144 Railroad Ave- 
nue, Suite 204, Edmonds, Washington 
98020; telephone (206) 778-7622. = 





















Grand Cayman’s only 
complete diving and 
watersports center. 


St. Eustatius 
Netherlands Antilles 
¢ WRECKS/ARCHAEOLOGICAL DIVING 
¢ VIRGIN REEFS/DROP OFFS 
© STATIA-SABA SPLIT ISLAND PACKAGE 
¢ U/W VIDEO SERVICE & RENTAL 
¢ LIVE-ABOARD BOAT PACKAGES 
¢ HISTORY—UNDERWATER & LAND : 
High Season 


° SCENIC $577 diver 
$317 non-diver 


Low Season 
$510 diver 
$270 non-diver 


Prices for 8 day/7 night package, 


surfside watersports Itd. per person, dbl. occ. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION 


Surfside Watersports Ltd., U.S. Sales Office, 1838-40 N. Main Ave., Scranton, PA 18508 


TOLL FREE 1-800-468-1708 IN PA 1-717-346-6382 
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Pos CECEECECECEEEEEECCE' 355555 


“PENNEKAMP 
PARK’S LUXURY 
DIVE RESORT” 


SKIN DIVER MAGAZINE 


TEEEECEEEEEEL C 














KEYS ONLY PADI 5 STAR INSTRUCTOR 
DEVELOPMENT FACILITY/DIVE RESORT 


FEATURING DELUXE ACCOMMODATIONS IN 
WATERFRONT ROOMS AND SUITES 





@ Pro Dive Shop/ @ Doc’s Galley Res- ©Custom diving and 


Rentals/Air taurant Water- watersports pkgs. 
@ PADI Scuba In- front Dining. ® Oversize pool, 
struction/Specialty © Full service marina, whirlpool, health 


courses/Nite dives 
@ Stephen Frink U/W 
Photographic Ser- 
vice Overnight 
Processing/ Video 


boat rntls., fishing 
& sailing charters 

@ Ship Store/Marine 
Supplies/Bait/ 
Fishing Tackle/Fuel 


club, tennis 

@ Coconuts-waterfront 
cocktail lounge 
with live enter- 
tainment nightly 








MARINA DEL MAR 
j Resort and Marina 


Call 
vers 


1-800-451-1113 
In Fla. (305) 451-1113 
522 Caribbean Drive 
Key Largo, FL 33037 


1-800-451-3483 
In Fla. 1-800-253-3483 
P.O. Box 1050 
Key Largo, FL 33037 


Pee CRT ETE CE CECE CEE ECE C CUE CCRC EEE EE EEC EE CECE CEE EEE EE CEC CECE CECE CEC ECC EE CECE EE CECE ECE E CEE CECE CECE CEG 


AIIASSSSSSISSISISISISISIISSSSSaSsS Sass 


TREKEEEEEREEEEREE! 


PRR REREREEEEEEEEEEEREREEREREEEERE EEE RE) 


773 
SS 33333333333 3S533 SASATTASSASSASSASSSSSASSSSSASSASSASSASSSSA 


TRUK LAGOON 


days 


$1999° 


Includes: air, hotels, diving, transfers & 
tax. Call or write the Dive Expert 


Dive the blue waters of the Bahamas aboard the 
M/V Dream Too! 56’ of air-conditioned comfort. 
The alternative to large crowds! 


7 Day 6 Night Pkg. $680.00 

6 Day 5 Night Pkg. $580.00 

5 Day 6 Night Pkg. $485.00 
Join the “Dream Team” 305-723-9312 


1-800-348-0842 U.S. 
1-800-843-8956 CA 
1-800-527-5228 Canada 
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10 TIPS 


FOR BETTER 


NIGHT — 
OMe 


BY HARRY AVERILL 





Nis diving adds a whole new dimen- 
sion to scuba. For many, it extends 
diving from a weekend to a week-long 
activity. At night you see creatures most 
divers miss. And, under the glow of artifi- 
cial light, you see brilliant colors that do 
not appear in daylight. 

Here are ten tips that can make night 
diving easier and more enjoyable. How- 
ever, you can learn everything you need 
to Know about night diving through 
advanced and specialty courses. 

1. Pick the best spot possible. Look 
for minimal wave and current action, 
good visibility and shallow depths. Avoid 
surf entries and long surface swims. The 
best night dives take place from boats. 

Dive the spot ahead of time—prefer- 
ably the afternoon before. Learn the bot- 
tom contours and landmarks. Make cer- 
tain the site lends itself to the activities 
you want as part of your night dive. These 
may include sightseeing, underwater 
photography, hunting or collecting. 


2. Time your dive for optimum con- 
ditions. If you are new to night diving, 
plan to dive at dusk. This allows you to 
suit up and enter the water while it is still 
daylight. To see the greatest number of 
nocturnal creatures, dive as close to mid- 
night as possible. 

Remember you can night dive as readi- 
ly at 4:00 am as you can at 8:00 pm. A 
dive is a great way to start the day. There 
is nothing like seeing the sun come up 
while underwater. 


3. Organize your equipment for bet- 
ter night diving. Start by leaving nones- 
sential equipment behind. This leaves 
you with less to keep track of. 

Try out new or unfamiliar equipment 
during the day. Learn to operate all your 
equipment by touch. Take advantage of 
hose attachments and octopus holders 
so nothing dangles. 

lf diving in warm water, wear protective 
clothing. You are more likely to bump into 
things at night. Full length Lycra body 
suits provide excellent protection and 
look good, too. Also consider a light- 
weight, full length wetsuit. While the water 








may be warm, the night air may not. 

Suit up where there is plenty of light. 
Take advantage of your car’s headlights, 
a lantern, streetlight or any other avail- 
able source. Avoid using your dive light 
for suiting up. Save its batteries for un- 
derwater use. 

4. Take plenty of light with you. You 
and your buddy should carry a minimum 
of three lights each. 

Your primary light should be at least as 
bright as a six volt lantern battery light. 
The brighter it is, the more you will be 
able to see and enjoy. Attach your prima- 
ry light with a wrist lanyard. Use a lanyard 
made partially or entirely from rubber. 
This allows you to remove it quickly 
should the need arise. 

Your back-up light can be one of the 
newer three or four cell lights. These pro- 
vide surprising brilliance in a convenient 
size. Their compactness and low cost 
make it feasible to carry more than one 
back-up light. 


Have a good primary dive light as well as 
a backup, plus a chemical glow light. 


Carry your back-ups in a sheath or 
holder or fasten them to your other gear. 
This will keep them from banging the bot- 
tom where they could be damaged. 

Use alkaline batteries in your back-up 
lights. While not as bright as the re- 
chargeables you may prefer in your pri- 
mary light, they are more reliable. 

Your third light will be a chemical glow 
light tied to your tank valve or taped to the 
tip of your snorkel. This will allow others 
to see you if your lights are out. 

If circumstances force one diver on 
your team to be without a light, abort the 
dive. For safety, each diver needs at least 
one functioning light besides his/her 
chemical light. You can avoid the need to 
abort dives by carrying back-ups. 

5. Make sure you can find your way. 
As you explore your dive site during the 
day, note the compass bearings between 
major landmarks and your exit point. No- 
tice also what natural navigation features 
can guide you to this point. 





photo/Frank Palazzi 


CAYMAN 
ISLANDER... 
A DIVERS DEN 


across from Seven Mile Beach, at Bonus Prices. 


BONUS 4 * 
8 DAYS//7 NIGHTS 
DOUBLE 


DIVE 
With BOB SOTO’S DIVING 


“Prices are subject to change without notice and do not include a 6% room tax or 
10% service charge. Package valid April 25/87 - Dec. 14/87. 
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superior rooms with satellite T.V., fresh water 
exole) Pa ax@\e) |S} [el om =t-1ar-1alem Or- lim Malomale)(cl mis 
located only a few yards from one of the most 
beautiful beaches to be found anywhere... 

aM atom el-s- moll ularem iam cal-m Ox-Waent-lalsm ime lolarom hen 
Bob Soto’s Diving Ltd., which features a fully 
equipped dive shop on the premises...Enjoy our 
BONUS FILLED BONUS DIVE PACKAGES 
a featuring: room, full breakfast daily, 
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boat, unlimited shore diving, six days of two tank 
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weights, weight belt and dive master. For further information contact our 
U.S. Sales & Reservation Office—USA 800-922-7555, FLA 800-423-7555... 
9821 Hollywood Blvd., Suite 203, Hollywood, FL 33021. 


BONUS SPECIAL 


Mention this ad when making your reserva- 
tions and receive free, upon arrival at the 
hotel, a Bob Soto's T-Shirt. Also ask about 
our BONUS PRICES for three and five 
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TOP DIVE 


THE BAY ISLANDS 
50 SPECTACULAR DIVE SITES 
(AND WE’VE Heel BEGUN TO EXPLORE) 


@ 42’ diesel dive boat 
@ 36’ diesel dive boat 
@ 25’ dive boat 

@ 50 CFM compressor 


@ 20 CFM compressor 

@ 30,000 cf ft. air storage 

e Freshwater swimming pool 
® Photo center 





WALLS PINNACLES RIDGES CAVES VOLCANOES BIG FISH 


Imagine an island... 

of pineclad mountains and lazy white sand beaches fringed with palms; a lost 
island, where orchids grow wild and freshwater streams from natural moun- 
tain springs, a peaceful island surrounded by an unexplored barrier reef, 
cooled by a soft breeze and washed by a sapphire sea. 


“MA ns 

other nature at her best! 

This is Guanaja, where the Inn of the Sun is home to divers, sun worshippers 
and nature lovers alike. The Inn of the Sun is a Spanish Villa set at the base 
of the foothills of the mountains on 62 acres of oceanfront tropical greenery. 
The resort features dining room, bar, dive shop, freshwater swimming pool, 
tennis court and an exercise room. All of our rooms have oceanfront views. 


You'll agree it’s Top Dive. 
Be our guest. You'll enjoy our facility and the fine food prepared by our proud 
chef, and we'll give you personal service you won't forget. Come dive with 
us. Whether you like ‘‘aquarium’” dives or swimming through caves and 
grottoes of colorful coral or the adventure of a big fish encounter. We can 
please you. 


FOR RESERVATIONS OR INFORMATION 


POSADA DEL SOL 


P.O. BOX 537, Boca Raton, FL 33429 
800/642-DIVE or 305/994-6232 





DIVE THE SEA OF CORTEZ 


Join us aboard the DON JOSE and 
BAJA EXPLORADOR for exciting 
Vinte(slanuciicla@-lalers] Ula eM aMiuie) (ieee 


on your Chartered yacht. 


UNLIMITED DIVING! 
DELUXE STATEROOMS 
GOURMET MEALS _OPEN BAR 
WINDSUREF - WATERSKI 
ALL GEAR PLUS COMPRESSOR 


8 DAYS/PER PERSON 


$700 - $900 


PLUS AIRFARE 


i 
5 j 2? 
-f «4; oe 
peste 









CALL FREE TO 
VIRGIN ISLANDS 


Baja Expeditions, Inc. 
P.O. Box 3725-SD, San Diego, CA 92103 « (619) 297-0506 
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800 524-2005 wett=ss 


VIRGIN sf eiaeneSe iba! Sail CHARTERS 





Salad Dive the Va; Cagis 







Box 10966 «St. Thomas «US VI 00801 (809) 776-2860 





NIGHT DIVING TIPS 


If beach diving, align two lights on 
shore in the direction of your exit. These 
will give you the proper range on your ex- 
it point. 

lf diving from a boat, leave it as brightly 
illuminated as possible. Attach chemical 
lights to the ascent/descent line and 
boarding ladder or platform. 

Consider using weighted chemical 
lights to leave a trail across the bottom. 
This makes it easy for you and other div- 
ers to find your way back. Arrange to 
have the last divers out pick up the lights. 
No one likes a litterbug. 





Illustrations/courtesy PADI 


Attach a clip to your backup light so it cah 
be secured conveniently out of the way. 


6. Cover less ground. Unless you are 
searching for game, there is no need to 
set distance records on a night dive. You 
will enjoy your dive more by moving 
slowly and observing small nocturnal 
creatures and their activities close-up. 
And, you will have a better idea of your 
location. Getting back to your exit point 
will be easier. 

7. Turn your light off periodically. 
You will be surprised at how much you 
see. If diving in the ocean, try rubbing 
your gloves together or moving your 
arms in wide circles. This action agitates 
bioluminescent creatures known as 
dynoflagellates. The water will look like a 
miniature universe filled with hundreds of 
glowing stars. 

8. Stay closer than usual to your 
buddy. It is easy to become separated at 
night. This is especially true when diving 
with a group; everyone looks the same. 

If you do become separated, look up 
and around for no more than one minute. 
If you don't see each other’s lights, as- 
cend and meet on the surface. This is the 
same as daytime diving. 

9. Use the proper U/W signals. Your 
light can be used to gain a buddy’s atten- 
tion or to give the OK signal. 








To communicate other information, first 
gain your buddy’s attention. Then shine 
your light on your hand while giving the 
appropriate signal. Do not shine your 
light in your buddy’s eyes: All he/she will 
see is spots! 


Cy $ 
ee Jae | 


OK. All is well. Something is wrong. 
Practice U/W light signals before diving. 


Communicating with a slate requires 
two hands. Have your buddy shine his/ 
her light on your slate while you write. 

10. include a post-dive activity in 
your plans. A warm fire or grill is a wel- 
come thing to come back to. It may allow 
you to cook your catch or at least warm 
up over a cup of hot chocolate. 


When diving from shore, align two lan- 
terns to give the range to your exit point. 


Have plenty of dry clothes ready. This 
will eliminate the need to rush home to 
warm up. Remaining for a little post-dive 
socializing will add to your enjoyment. It 
also allows you to exchange ideas and 
suggestions while they are fresh in your 
memory. These will improve the quality of 
future night dives. >t. 


NIGHT DIVING 


What It is: 

Night diving is any diving that takes 
place between dusk and dawn. 
Why Divers Do It: 

Night diving extends the time available 
for diving. It lets divers see creatures 
that only come out at night. Diving at 
night with artificial lights also lets divers 
see colors that are not present during 
the day. 


Where Divers Do It: 
Night diving can take place anywhere 
there is water. The best diving, however, 


is from boats with near-ideal conditions. 


Equipment Needed: 
1 primary light per diver 
1 or more back-up lights per diver 
1 chemical light per diver 
1 underwater compass per diver 
Illumination for suiting up 
Lights to mark exit points on shore 
Chemical lights to mark ascent/de- 
scent lines, etc. 


Training Available: 

An introduction to night diving tech- 
niques is provided in most advanced 
courses. Additional training is available 
through night diving specialty courses. 





“Don Foster’s 


Name Is To Diving 
What Harvard’s Name 


Is To Universities.” 


Paul Tzimoulis, Skin Diver Magazine 














ersonalized service and a 

staff that is dedicated to 

making your Cayman 
Island’s vacation the most memorable 
ever is what sets Don Foster's Dive 
Grand Cayman apart from the crowd. 

Combine unforgettable diving on the 
Caribbean’s most sensational reefs with 
the privacy of your own villa available 
through Hospitality World Limited, 
Grand Cayman’s largest condominium 
management firm. Special summer 
vacation packages are now available at 
surprizingly low rates. 

For underwater photography 
enthusiasts, Foster’s Ocean Photo 
Center is noted for specialized 
instruction, as well as providing 
equipment rentals, supplies and film 
processing services. 

Contact Scuba Tours, Inc. for 
information on special villa vacation 
and dive packages. 


—=—_— 





———— 
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Wwe 
DON FOSTER’S Dive 


Grand Cayman Ltd. 


HOSPITALITY WORLD LIMITED P.O. Box 151, Grand Cayman, 
Cayman Islands, B.W.I. 


CALL SCUBA TOURS, INC. 
1-800-526-1394, or (201) 256-9115 in New Jersey 
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IS THERE A CAREER 
IN DIVING FOR YOU? 


Let us prepare you for your career as a 
PADI Instructor. Our Scuba Career 
Development Center uses PADI’s Four 
Step Educational Process: Rescue Diver, 
Divemaster, Instructor Development 
Course (IDC), Instructor Evaluation 
Course (IEC). 

Begin your scuba career in our unique 
environment that combines island living 
with mainland convenience. Located in 
Ft. Lauderdale, we are the only PADI 
Training, Resort and Instructional 
Development Facility with classroom, 
pool, retail store, charter boats and 
hotel located in one convenient location — 
on the ocean! PROGRAMS BEGIN 
MONTHLY! 

Master Instructor Certification 
Courses taught in wreck, deep, 
night, equipment and underwater 
photography. 

Professional Diving 
Schools of Florida, has over 
12 years of scuba training 
experience. Courses range 
from Basic thru Advanced 
with Specialty training in 
wreck, deep, and night diving. 

COURSES BEGIN WEEKLY! 


Ad 


LAUDERDALE sige 
Photos Mark M. Lawrence 


CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-772-DIVE 
In Florida 305-761-3413 


Professional Diving Schools of Florida - Bahia Mar Yachting Center 
801 Seabreeze Bivd., Ft Lauderdale, Florida 33316 





Going on a Caribbean 
vacation? The 1987 
Diver’s TravelGuide 
helps you plan the 
perfect Caribbean trip 
for the entire family. 


{FIN # FROLIC 


HOTEL ond CASINO 


Send for our— 


FREE BONAIRE GUIDE 


Divers’ TravelGuide 
2269 Chestnut, # 321 


San Francisco, CA 94123 


© 1986 Dean 
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East Coast Wreck 
Diver Joins Cousteau 
Exploration Team 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY WILLIAM H. HUGHES 


The POS expedition members made wreck 


n his novel, Moby Dick, Herman Melville 

wrote, ‘‘Almost all men in their degree, 
sometime or other, cherish very nearly 
the same feelings toward the ocean with 
me.'’ No organization can better attest to 
these words than the Cousteau Society. 
scores of letters are received yearly from 
those who desire a chance to explore the 
world’s oceans with the Cousteau team. 
Fourteen years ago, Jean-Michel Cous- 
teau, son of Jacques-Yves, originated 
Project Ocean Search (POS) to help 
make the dreams of these would-be ex- 
plorers come true. Annually since then, 


HYPERTECH: 


UNDERWATER VIDEO SYSTEMS 


PROFESSIONAL QUALITY 
HOUSINGS FOR MOST 
VIDEO EQUIPMENT 


DEMO TAPE 
AVAILABLE 


1-800-782-4448 
P.O. BOX 10513, POMPANO BCH, FL 33062 (305) 782-4448 


CALL FOR FREE BROCHURE 





lucky individuals in limited numbers have 
had the opportunity to dive with and learn 
from members of the internationally re- 
nowned Cousteau team. In the summer of 
1985 | was one of the fortunate few. 
Since its conception, POS has investi- 
gated domestic locations such as Santa 
Catalina Island off California and Hilton 
Head Island in South Carolina. Interna- 
tional destinations have also been areas 
of study, as POS has explored Wuvulu Is- 
land in the Bismarck Archipelago, Gulf of 
Honduras and Maupiti Island in French 
Polynesia. For the last five years how- 
ever, Jean-Michel has utilized a small 
spot of ground in the British Virgin Is- 
lands. A visit to Moskito Island (named af- 
ter Indians, not insects) is to Know why. 
Lush, with green tropical foliage, the is- 
land is laced with scalloped bays and 
fringed with talcum white beaches. Its 


dives off Moskito Island in the BVI. 


waters support a variety of remarkably 
rich and diverse marine communities. 
Just 20 yards offshore healthy coral reefs 
and turtle grass beds can be found. 
Deeper areas are endowed with sponges 
and soft corals in colors as vivid as a 
child’s comic book. On my first explora- 
tion with just a mask, flippers and a snor- 
kel, | discovered a cannon and an an- 
chor! During the dives that followed, | 
saw not one beer can, soda bottle or 
flashbulb. This is indeed a special place. 

Adjacent to Virgin Gorda Island, Moski- 
to is the site of an exclusive resort known 


DIVE BUSINESS FOR SALE 


Established dive business on a 
South Pacific Resort Island. 
PADI Training Facility S-8030. 
Close to Airport. Write to SCU- 
BA HOLIDAYS, P.O. Box 875, 
Port Vila, VANUATU or phone 
Antoniou, 2963, Port Vila. 
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We Guarantee Over 50 Reefs and Wrecks 
Including The Famous “Mercedes I" 


DIVE PACKAGE 
INCLUDES: 


Ocean or marina view room 
Free welcome cocktail 

Half day charter aboard the 
com D)\V(< iam alee] ale Panel \ oes 
wrecks or reefs 

Tanks, back pack, weight belt 
Refreshments on board 


$89.00 | $69.00. 


fe) ey Ae [e)0) 0) (melee pp/double occ 
per day per day 


$129.00 $89.00 


single occ single occ 
per day per day 


Jan. 1 thru April 30 May 1 thru Dec 20 


PROFESSIONAL DIVING 

.\@ [ole] RM] eg Re) i/97.' 

e 2 Day Dive Trips $25.00 

e Student Referral Training 

e Openwater Upgrades 

e Advanced Certifications 
Specialties-— Night, Deep, Wreck, 
Search and Recovery, Under- 
water Photography 


PADI 5 Star Training 
And Resort Facility 


Bahia Mar Yachting Resort (Al1A) e Ft Lauderdale, FL 33316 
Florida and local calls phone: (305) 761-3413 





Quick, Alice! More 
quarters! I've spotted 
. / 
the Caribbean’ — _ 
Q 


~— ——— 
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The Divers’ 1987 Travel- 
Guide can put you right 
on the beach. 

Our Caribbean edition 
takes a good, long look 
at over 30 major islands! 


Send for our— 


FREE 
BONAIRE SAMPLE 


Divers’ TravelGuide 
2269 Chestnut, # 321 
San Francisco, CA 94123 
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The Great Escape | __ rrom: $5 ggoo 


Escape to our private island. Just five minutes Pre person double occupancy 
from the Caribbean’s best kept secret—Belize’s | ° 6 nights/7 days * 3 meals a day 


strip or dock in our full service marina. 32 air- | ¢ 2 Barrier Reef dives a day 
conditioned rooms on the beach, a bountiful ° Unlimited beach diving 
bar, local and international dining. Enjoy our ° Free tanks and weights 
full watersports facilities, play tennis or volley- 


é Taxes and service charge included 
ball, or just relax and escape. 


P.O. Box 1545, Ashland, Kentucky 41105 


Tel. 011-501-02-44409 


KEY WEST 


‘‘Where You Can Stay Wet Til The Sun Sets’”’ 


Come stay with 
us on Our Own 
special island. 
Enjoy: Wreck 
dives, lobster 
dives, spearfishing 
trips. Dive with us 
in Key West 
where we feature 
a unique and 
festive island with 
some of the most 
spectacular diving 
in the Florida 
Keys. Enjoy stunning sunsets where local people and colors 
enchant you. Complete travel arrangements for your vacation. 
This Simonton Court is located in the heart of historic old town Key West 


Key West Style Package 
PER PERSON 
56 oe DOUBLE OCC S77 49 DOUBLE OCC 
(MID WEEK ONLY) (WEEKENDS ONLY) 


This package includes hotel accommodations, 2 location 2 tank dives including tanks and weight belt. 
For Friendly, Professional Service 


CALL (305) 294-6172 ¢ 294-6224 


101 Margaret St., Land’s End Village, Key West, FL 33040 





LS 


126 SKIN DIVER MARCH 1987 





Barrier Reef. Land on our 3,300’ cemented air- | * Air transfers to and from Belize airport 





Call toll free in the US « 1-800-325-3401 


OR write us at: Pyramid Island Resort, P.O. Box 192, Belize City, Belize, C.A. 

















PROJECT OCEAN SEARCH 


as Drakes Anchorage. During most of the 
year, the facility caters to individuals es- 
caping reality and winter storms. Each 
summer, through special arrangements, 
this paradise is placed at the disposal of 
Jean-Michel for POS. 

Thanks to the POS staff, | reached the 
remote island without feeling as though | 
had run a decathlon. Upon arrival, bun- 
galows were assigned and a brief orien- 
tation was presented by Richard Murphy. 
‘“Murph,”’ as he is called by his friends, 
is the Cousteau Society's director of edu- 
cation. He has been with the society for 
15 years and has always been intimately 
involved with POS. His opening com- 
ments made me feel both welcome and 
like a valuable asset to the team. 

Dr. Murphy’s overview of the next 12 
days was overwhelming. We would be 
exposed to lectures on tropical ecology, 
fish behavior and symbiotic relationships 
of both sea and land. Audio/visual pres- 
entations would be made covering the 
history of diving, shark behavior and toxic 
marine species. A special guest appear- 
ance was planned by Bert Kilbride, who 
has located more than 130 ancient ship- 
wrecks in the area. The group was further 
informed it would have the opportunity to 
help map a coral reef (an ongoing proj- 
ect) or study U/W photography with Ni- 
kon representative, Scott Frier. And, of 
course, we would make at least two dives 
per day. Jokingly, | asked how we would 
ever accomplish all this in just 12 days. 
Murph simply smiled and replied, ‘‘Don’t 
plan on going home rested.”’ 

A typical day started at 6:00 am, clean- 
ing and preparing cameras for the morn- 
ing dives. A buffet-style breakfast was 
served at 7:00 am and the boats headed 
to the day's first dive at 8:00 am, sharp. 
Following each dive, Dr. Murphy brought 
up a collection of reef dwellers and deliv- 
ered a brief lecture on each. After the 
specimens were carefully returned to the 
bottom, we returned to the base for 
lunch. The afternoons were used for lec- 
tures covering a host of topics and were 
sometimes delivered while we sat waist 
deep in a lagoon. Following a delicious 
dinner (none of us lost any weight during 
Our stay), a movie or slide show was pre- 
sented at the beautiful open air amphithe- 
ater. The planned activities generally 
ended around 9:00 pm. This left several 
hours to chat with Jean-Michel and his 
staff or perhaps escort a young lady on 
a moonlit beach. 

No one was required to attend the lec- 
tures and presentations. Participants 
snorkel, take a hike or just lounge in the 
sun. Members of our group, though, 
seemed dedicated to absorbing as much 
of the unique experiences as possible. 
Tape recorders and VCRs were a com- 
mon sight. Lectures frequently exceeded 








time limits because of questions and dis- 
Cussions among group members. 
Following eight days of intensive stud- 
ies, even the most disciplined mind starts 
to wander. To combat this kind of mental 
fatigue, Jean-Michel and Dr. Murphy 
have organized unique adventures to re- 
mote reefs in the area. During my stay, 
we visited shipwrecks on Anegada’s 
treacherous Horseshoe Reef. It is here 
that Bert Kilbride and his clan have locat- 
ed more than 130 shipwrecks. 
Jean-Michel relies on Jim Kilbride to 
guide the expedition. Local legend has it 
that his father, Bert, gave him a regulator 
mouthpiece as a teething ring. When one 
sees him in the water, it is easy to be- 
lieve. Horseshoe Reef is avoided like the 
plague by most pleasure craft in the area. 
Poorly charted, it still claims victims regu- 
larly. The reef, however, is Jim’s back- 
yard. He and his family grew up here, ex- 
ploring wrecks and salvaging treasure. 
An exciting day of diving on wrecks of 
both modern and ancient vintage fol- 





Expeditioners studied marine ecology. 


lowed. As evening started to fall, the ex- 
pedition tied up at the small island of Ane- 
gada where we camped and delighted in 
a sumptuous seafood dinner. That eve- 
ning the atmosphere came alive with the 
sounds of jubilant divers keeping ca- 
dence to a local reggae band. A beautiful 
metamorphosis had begun. The 35 
strangers, from different towns and life 
experiences, were becoming friends. 
The next morning, following breakfast, 
we broke camp and left to explore sever- 
al more wrecks. Later in the afternoon, 
Jim asked if anyone would like to dive a 
virgin area of the reef. The consensus 
was a rousing yes! Following a ride 
through a maze of reefs and boilers, Jim 
dropped anchor on the outer edge of 
Horseshoe Reef. The area was loaded 
with outrageous growths of elkhorn coral. 
Fish were abundant, especially large bar- 
racuda. Jim was the last diver in the wa- 
ter and predictably stretched his tank of 
air forever. When he finally appeared at 
the divers’ dock, he was smiling so 
broadly he dropped the regulator from 
between his teeth. As | helped him with 
his gear, he looked at me and said quiet- 
ly, ‘‘! found a couple of cannons—another 
wreck.’’ | longed for a chance to explore 
it, but my bottom time was expended. 
With regret, we weighed anchor and 
headed for Moskito Island. 
As POS moved into its last working 
day, many of us felt a sense of dread: A 
(Continued on Page 142) 


world’ greatest dive sites now makes your 
vacation even more exciting with: windsurfing, f. 


sailing, : mini-golf, : 


- day and night tennis, and 
our | games and activities prog 





largest white sandy beach on Bonaire, the Black Coral 


Casino and the new, certified } 





listral Windsurfing School. 


Our complete 7-night dive packages begin at $633 
and include unlimited shore diving. 


For information and reservations call I.T.R. 
800-223-9815. In N.Y. 212-840-6636. 
Or Bonaire Scuba Center at 800-526-2370. 


In N.J. 201-566-8866. 





OUTHERN 
CROSS CLUB 
LITTLE CAYMAN 
DIVE BLOODY BAY WALL 
Rated by “Undercurrent” as the 


Caribbean’s best diving 


Little Cayman’s tranquil island hideaway 

¢ Private cottages on a blue lagoon 

¢ Personal service with small dive groups 

¢ Fly fish for Bone and Tarpon 

¢ Catch a Marlin from our 31’ Bertram 
For information: 


SOUTHERN CROSS CLUB 


1005E Merchants Plaza, Indianapolis, IN 46204 
(317) 636-9501 








INTERNATIONAL 

UNDERWATER PHOTO 

COMPETITION. 

Numerous categories, superb prizes. 

Seaspace ‘87 is the major sport diving 

event of the southwest. Featured speak- 

ers, Dee Scar, Carl Roessler and Chris 

Newbert, Sponsored by the Houston Un- 
derwater Club. Contact: 


Seaspace ‘87 Photo Contest 
P.O. Box 3753 
Houston, Texas 77253 


Hyatt Regency Hotel 
Houston, Texas 
June 5-7, 1987 
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WORLD'S ONLY 
“a ~ UNDERGROUND DIVE 
midi RESORT 


FEATURING: 

@ 100' + VISIBILITY 
@ 1-HR SOUTH OF ST LOUIS 

@ YEAR ROUND 62° AIR TEMP 
58° WATER TEMP 

@ GUIDED UNDERWATER TOURS 


Vk FR eae SS FOR RESERVATIONS CONTACT: 


.. HS WEST END DIVING «41215 NATURAL BRIDGE RD 
{3 s ST. LOUIS, MO. 63044 * OR CALL 314-731-5003 
BECOME A DEEP EARTH DIVER!! 
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FILMED AND DIVED 
BY COUSTEAU! 


Bonne Terre Mine is a leisurely one hour drive from St. Louis, located in the historic mining town of Bonne Terre, Missouri, a sleepy little mining town, with quaint 
restaurants and shops, as well as modern hotels. Contained in the world's largest man-made caverns is an’‘ILLUMINATED UNDERGROUND LAKE” with acres of 
A silent world of mystery and 
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beauty which will thrill even the most experienced Diver and astound the Beginner. 


Your adventure will begin at WEST END QIVING-BONNE TERRE "OLD MINE DIVE SHOPPE"’ where you can enjoy a cup of coftee, and pick up that last minute 
necessity. NEXT you will meet your Diveguide whom you will follow through the mine entrance and down the well lighted historic Mule Trail to the staging area (adja- 
cent to the LAKE), where you will change into your diving equipment in the locker rooms for men and women. YOU WILL THEN descend the stairs to the diving plat- 
forms in the BRIGHTLY LIT ‘BILLION GALLON LAKE"’. After a dive briefing by your Diveguide and routine equipment check, you will gear up for an unforgettable 


nt RESERVATIONS (DIVING BY RESERVATION ONLY) 


You must make reservations at WEST END DIVING elie ST. LOUIS aes -731- -5003) along with a deposit for the time and date you or a 
group would like to dive. WEST END DIVING-BONNE TERRE ‘‘OLD MINE DIVE SHOPPE” and ‘‘BILLION GALLON LAKE” are open on SATU 
and SUNDAY, 9 AM to 5 PM. DIVING RESERVATIONS se be made for the following time penods: 
Yam thru Spm 
CALL FOR COMPLETE PACKAGE PRICES 
CERTIFICATIONS ACCEPTED: NAUI PADi SSI YMCA NASDS Equipment Rentals Available. 


DIVING... .where tranquility is boundless and memories are forever. 


IS HERE THANKS TO 


HM at= Ore} (olalat-le(-t-m ={-t-lela Mm ale} i:) M7 
Frank’s Dive Shop 


Ai l= Oke) (ol alat-Te(-t--1-3-[e 1M a (0) (=) ed meoler- | (-10 Me) aim Lo M-\el4=1- Wm eo) am ice) 0) or-|MmT- lave lcver-le)[are M71 Un 
1500 ft. of white, sandy beach. Three excellent restaurants with nightly entertain- 
ment. Other features include beach front bar, clay tennis courts, golf (special rates 
with PGA), spa, 2 fresh water swimming pools and only 18 mins. from PBI Airport. 
Frank’s Dive Shop—The oldest dive shop in the Palm Beaches and the innovators 
of drift diving. Three dive boats with professional captains and crew. Divemasters and 
guides on all boats. 

Diving—The crystal clear and warm waters of the gulf stream sweep closer to shore 
here than anywhere else in Fla. Over 60 dive sights with numerous wrecks & reefs. 


$9 Le}o) Bp Tabl: de | mx | 5 pp/dbl. 


6 days/5 nights 3 days/2 nights 


Package includes: * Hotel accommodations Package includes: * Hotel accommodations 
(taxes incl.) © Welcome cocktail * 10 tank (taxes incl.) * Welcome cocktail ¢ 6 tank dives, 
dives, weights/tanks/air—Sun.-Fri. (late chk. weights/tanks/air * Weekdays only 

rol] 9 mC [cole] ome: lcm \Z-l1t-1e) (=) 


INQUIRE ABOUT SPECIAL AIR FARE W/PACKAGE 
CALL FRANK’S DIVE SHOP 


1-800-848-7632 ¢ (In FL 305-848-7632) 
301 E. Blue Heron Blvd., Riviera Beach, FL 33404 
(Oyo) (o) al at=(e(=t>9m 121; (010 a0) (=) An LOM in @lex21- la AN A=» 
Palm Beach Shores, FL 33404; 1-800-327-7661 
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TECHNIQUES FOR 
U/W ARCHAEOLOGY 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY HOWARD B. TOWER, JR. 





ecovering archaeological resources 

depends on a marriage of diving skill 
and research. This occurs in the field— 
nature's classroom. This article outlines 
rules and guidelines, tested through 17 
years of experience, that will make your 
diving for antiquities a success. There are 
two basic classifications of antiquities 
diving locations—sites adjacent to land 
and wrecks. Let's first discuss artifact re- 
covery at sites adjacent to land. 


SITES NEAR LAND 
Your search for a particular fort, town 
or ferry has led to a river bank or lake 





Old bottles, pipes, cannon balls, stirrup. 


shore in the wilderness—now what? 
Since diving virgin sites is a gamble, you 
need to stack the odds in your favor. Na- 
ture has reclaimed that patch of ground 
civilized many generations ago. You 
must find the point of land adjacent to the 
water that was the focal point of human 
activity. Look for remnants of civilization; 
begin at the water’s edge. If the water is 
tidal, search at low tide when possible. 
Look for pieces of brick, the most com- 
mon sign. Red brick of the 18th and early 
19th centuries was slightly larger than to- 
day’s brick. It was handmade, crude and 
often had irregularities in color and tex- 
ture. The edges and broken pieces will 
be worn smooth. Red brick made at the 
turn of this century will be more uniform, 
less worn and the size of today’s brick. 
As you gain experience it will become 
easy to determine the age of brick—one 
of the great signposts of civilization. 
Also note pieces of glass and their col- 
or. Black glass (actually dark brown or ol- 
ive) is a Sure sign of activity before 1865. 
With practice you can look at a fragment 
of this material and tell if the original bot- 








tle was made in 1740, 1780, 1830 or 
1860. Aqua glass was widely used be- 
tween 1870 and 1900 for the manufac- 
ture of medicine and food containers. 
Purple glass was actually clear glass 
made between 1895 and 1914. 

Pieces of china, pottery and crockery 
are common signposts of human activity. 
Hairline cracks on china are a sure sign 
of age. However, specific dating is very 
difficult unless the manufacturer's mark 
or seal is visible. Pottery can best be dat- 
ed if pieces of the mouth or handle of the 
container are found. The design of these 
items changed every 20 or 30 years. 

Every antiquities diver should develop 
interpretive skill concerning the afore- 
mentioned objects. It takes time; there 
are no shortcuts. Read books on antique 
glass, china and pottery. Learn basic 
shapes and styles. 

Most of these objects will be found at 
or near the water's edge, deposited by 
the washing action of rain and flood. They 
are an effective tool for estimating the pe- 
riods of human activity. 

Fragments of objects recovered from a 
bluff and adjacent creek in Georgia indi- 
cated the site was an Indian village from 
1000 A.D. to 1400 A.D., possibly a Span- 
ish mission in the 1600s, a small colonial 
settlement between 1734 and 1738 and 
later a British military post during the Rev- 
olutionary War. This same bluff was the 
location of a village/sawmill from 1850 to 
1910. By correctly reading the signs, | 
knew where to dive. The result was the 
recovery of intact pieces representing the 
above periods of human activity. 

Virtually all sites adjacent to the water 
had a dock or landing. Often these were 
very extensive. Pilings at, or just below, 
the water are generally all that remain. 
Docks along rivers were built next to, and 
parallel with, the shore. Bushes and 
plants will grow from the rotting stubs of 
these pilings, often disguising them. Or- 
ange Bluff, a sawmill and plantation site 
on the St. Marys River, has a double row 
of pilings extending 100 yards along the 
bank. We worked the bluff (where no 
docks were built) on several occasions— 
the river being at or near high tide. One 
day several friends and | planned a 
‘clean up dive’’ at this site. The tide was 
low when we arrived. We strapped on our 
equipment and stepped into the water. 
Someone glanced downstream and 
shouted, ‘‘Look at those pilings.”’ They 
were like giant brushes on end—bushes 
growing from the stubs like so many bris- 
tles. Hundreds of artifacts were recov- 
ered from this area. 

lf you are exploring a lakeside town the 
dock will appear as a large T with the 
crossbar out in the lake. Remember, arti- 
facts found at dock sites will be concen- 
trated from the edge of the pilings out- 
ward. Little will be found between pilings. 

Towns and forts will always be built on 
high ground. The associated ferry, land- 
ing or dock will be on the adjacent low 
ground. With practice you can find the 
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Aword fo 
wise: 
‘enough: 


Don’t drink too much of a good thing. 
The Distilled Spirits Council of the United States. 


1300 Pennsylvania Building, Washington, D.C. 20004 
(A public service of the Liquor Industry and this Publication.) 
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DIVER DOWN 
BEACH TOWEL 


THE JOYS OF UNLIMITED AIR 


Clean, SURFACE- EIGHT gas 
SUPPLIED air. and electric 
Deck mounts MODELS. 


and floaters. ca 


High quality—36x60 hemmed, sheared velour deluxe iE OR 
towel. $19.95 check or money order plus $2.50 . | FREE 
shipping and handling. CA residents add $1.30 tax. brochure 
Mermaid Memorabilia, P.O. Box 3036 Call Today: 800-327-0412 * FL: 305/462-5570 
Dept. 8702, Chatsworth, CA 91311 Write: 940 NW {st St, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33311 
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With the latest tips on* 
darkroom equipment: 
powerful portfolios; and mor 
subject of interest to photogra 
designs to the latest news from 


Petersen's Photographic will put you 
shot every time! 


On Sale Now At You 
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Special event - 


Special savings from March 23 to 29 - Save on wet and dry 


suits, gauges, regulators, and more - In our stores or mail order. 


Neeny 


SCUBA 


Remember - Berry Scuba sells only new, brand name equipment 
with full warranty. We buyin volume and pass the savings on to our 


customers! Send for our sale catalog with the best names in diving equipment! 


SCUBA Package Headquarters 


CHICAGO AND ATLANTA STORES ONLY MINUTES FROM AIRPORT AND EXPRESSWAYS 


Package 1 
U.S.TECH B-29 II jacket BCD 
with power, soft band pack, rapid 
exhaust, cummerbund; Vanguard 
Sport regulator with high per- 
formance first stage, limited life- 
time warranty; Tekna PSI/Max 
depth double console; Waterlung 
octopus with 36“ hose. 
Retail $765.00 
Sale $512.50 


Package 4 

U.S.TECH B-29 II jacket BCD 
Ww with power, soft band pack, rapid 
(4 \ exhaust, cummerbund; Water- 

lung X-3 regulator; U.S.TECH 

Pressure gauge with limited life- 

time warranty; U.S.TECH Sport 

Octopus. Retail $644.00 

Sale $394.50 


Package 6 
U.S.TECH Shadow jacket BCD, 
all black, with power, soft band 
pack; U.S.TECH Vanguard Pro- 
fessional regulator with SCUBA 
Guard padded case and limited 
lifetime warranty (Featured in 
Jan. ’87 Skin Diver); U.S.TECH 
PSI/Depth Double console with 
limited lifetime warranty; 
U.S.TECH Sport Octopus with 
limited lifetime warranty. 
Retail $855.00 
Sale $509.50 


80, 65, 50 Cubic Foot 


Package 2 
U.S.TECH ABC-II Advanced 
Buoyancy Compensator with 
power, soft band pack, rapid ex- 
haust,cummerbund; Tekna reg- 
ulator with ultra light servo second 
stage; U.S.TECH PSI/Max depth 
double console with thermometer 
and limited lifetime warranty; 
U.S.TECH Sport Octopus with 
36“ hose and limited lifetime war- 
ranty. Retail $905.00 
Sale $554.50 


Aluminum Tank 
only $59.95 


Includes K Valve 
With any of these eight SCUBA 
packages! Limit one tank per 


package. 


Package 7 
U.S.TECH ABC-II Advanced 
Buoyancy Compensator with 
power, soft band pack, rapid ex- 
haust,cummerbund; U.S.TECH 
Vanguard Professional Silicone 
regulator with SCUBA Guard 
equipment case and limited life- 
time warranty; Tekna PSI/Max 
depth double console with knife; 
U.S.TECH Sport Octopus with 
limited lifetime warranty. 
Retail $925.00 
Sale $603.50 


Berry Scuba Co. 
6674 N. Northwest Hwy. 
Chicago, IL 60631 
(312) 763-1626 


Sherwood Pro Package 
Pro-Plus jacket BCD with many 
features, including power inflator, 
soft band cam pack, cummer- 
bund, side adjustments, and rapid 
exhaust, fully balanced Magnum 
regulator with octopus, air pres- 
sure gauge, and Aluminum 80 
cylinder with K valve. The ideal 
divers package. Retail over 
$1064.00 

Sale price $579.95 


12 lb weight belt set 

Octopus with 36“ hose 

U.S.DIVERS knife with sheath, 5“ blade 

Snorkel with blue bore and silicone mouthpiece ....9.95 
Mask box, fits most Masks ........0.c0cccccesceeeseceeeseeees 4.95 
Tire inflator - attaches to BCD power inf. hose........ 8.50 
Ikelite 2500 compass 24.95 
| PAPAL WHER PETAL CRS, ...0<evavaycndvcam cattontorecbe fsa apddhcudedeuenns 6.95 
T-Shirt with Queen Angel ............0.cccccccsccesceseseeeeeeseseees 8.95 
Diving log book - a must! ........cccccececseeceeeeeeeseees 3.00 


Berry Scuba Company 
#26A Yorktown Mall 
Lombard, IL 60148 

(312) 495-2822 


Berry Scuba Company 
1717 Rand Road 
Palatine, IL 60067 
(312) 358-3848 


In store only 


- Sherwood packages - 


All locations 


Berry’s suggestion for this month 


U.S.TECH Vanguard Professional regula- 
tor, as featured in Jan. ’87 Skin Diver. High 
performance balanced first stage with four 
L.P. ports on swivel, two H.P. ports, and 
tripple chrome plating. Second stage is con- 
structed from triple chrome plated marine 
brass, silicone exhaust valve and mouth- 
piece, and oversized purge button. Includes 
Scuba Guard padded equipment case. 

Retail $280.00 Sale $184.95 


Package 3 
U.S.TECH Shadow jacket BCD, 
all black, with power, soft band 
pack; U.S.TECH Explorer bal- 
anced regulator with limited life- 
time warranty; U.S.TECH PSI/ 
Depth double console with lim- 
ited lifetime warranty; Waterlung 
Octopus with 36“ hose. 
Retail $760.00 
Sale $444.50 


Package 5 
Parkway Ocean Jacket II Ad- 
vanced BCD with rapid exhaust, 
power inflator, soft band pack, 
cummerbund; U.S.TECH Van- 
guard Professional regulator with 
SCUBA Guard padded case and 
limited lifetime warranty (Fea- 
tured in Jan. ’87 Skin Diver); Tek- 
na PSI/Max depth double console 
with knife; U.S.TECH Sport 
Octopus with 36“ hose and lim- 
ited lifetime warranty. 
Retail $905.00 
Sale $613.50 


Package 8 
U.S.TECH B-29 II jacket BCD 
with power, soft band pack, rapid 
exhaust, cummerbund; 
U.S.TECH Ranger regulator with 
limited lifetime warranty; 
U.S.TECH Pressure Gauge with 
thermometer and limited lifetime 
warranty; Waterlung Octopus 
with 36“ hose. Retail $657.00 
Sale $414.50 


Berry Atlanta 
3443 Stewart Ave. 
Hapeville, GA 30354 
(404) 746-1186 


Sherwood Freedom Package 
Freedom advanced design BCD 
with power inflator, soft band cam 
pack, rapid exhaust, padded 
shoulders, and side adjustments, 
fully balanced Magnum regulator 
with octopus, pressure & depth 
console, and Aluminum 80 cylin- 
der with K valve. The package 
you have been looking for! Retail 
over $1200.00 

Sale price $659.95 


Rotary dive calculator 

FIQ@SS DIGTCGION, 1. Ade ssn geta, gad bess cer Bs ble eanctintel 6 2.50 
WEL SUil GNANNIOO! & deavivsaechosesom sad iets devote diane 5.95 
ALK, © Slate WM geen Cll ice) ete es cach dca: 4.95 
Nikonos V w/35mm lens, warranty 

Underwater Video book 

Tracking Treasure book 

Jumbo 15 X 30 heavy duty gear bag 

Cordura tank bag 

16 X 12 X 6 padded gear box 


How to order: By mail- Send a certified check, cashiers check, money order, or a charge card number and expiration date to Berry Scuba, 6674 Northwest Hwy., Chicago, IL 60631. By 
phone- Outside Illinois you can call our Toll Free order line at (800) 621-6019 - This is our computer line, so you will need to know prices, models, etc. This line is for orders only. If you have 
questions, need assistance, or wish to order, call (312) 763-1626. We accept Visa, Mastercard, Discover Card, PADIcard, and American Express. This is not an offer to sell mail order. Scuba 
diving requires special training. No gear should be used by non-certified, non-trained persons. 


LACM CO) MR OLLLaB OK OO) Plime) Mmolliiamest-Til ary: (mere: Coren 











ROOM WiTH A VIEW 


COZUMEL 
$247 


There’s nothing ordinary about either the 
room or the view. Relax in 5-star luxury at 
the beachfront Sol Caribe Cozumel hotel. 
Then dive into this Fantasia Diver’s package 
and explore an undersea world of enchant- 
ment where visibility often exceeds 200 feet. 
Our $247* package ripples with amenities, 
including deluxe accommodations for 3 
nights/4 days, welcome cocktail, and hotel 
taxes. And the dive features include 2 dives 
per day (2 days) to a different reef each dive (i.e., Palunear, 
Columbia, Paradise, Santa 
Rosa), lunch and soft 
drinks on dives, unlimited 
air and a Fantasia Diver’s 
T-shirt. Free cover at 
Maya 2000 Disco. 
Strap on an extra tank, and plunge into our 
$586* package for 7 nights/8 days at the Sol Caribe 
Cozumel with 2 dives per day for 4 days and all the 
sparkling extras. 
For reservations, call 1-800-223-2332 or 1-800-336-DIVE. In 
\, CAR, New York, call 212-972-2050. In Texas, 713-558-9524. Ask for the 
SD Ba Fantasia Divers Package. 
Sol Caribe Cozumel; Playa Paraiso, P.O. Box 259; 
7 Cozumel, Quintana Roo 77600, Mexico; Phone: 
COZUNIEL 011-52-987-20700. 





Operated by Fiesta Americana Hotels. *Per person, double occupancy 
airfare not included, valid thru4/19/87. Additional dives available. 








Looking for a 


Good Time in 
Key Largo? 


Climb aboard! Explore the famous 
John Pennekamp Park from our 50’ 
gleaming white dive yacht. Never 
over-crowded, the GOOD TIME 
doesn't limit your fun to only one 
or two reefs. Dive living coral 
gardens, explore a World War II 
shipwreck, or be dazzled by the 
majestic underwater statue of 
Christ. And there's lots more 
to see! 

90 if you're looking fora 
good time, climb aboard. 
Our GOOD TIME is ready to 
take you diving! 


2 days/1 night occupancy $110 


(4 dives including tanks and weights) 


Totiday Snn’ 


Call us Toll Free: 


1-800-527-DIVE | 


In Florida: (305) 595-1954 


Mile Marker 100 12614 N. Baan Dr. 8280 State Rd. 84 
Key Largo, FL Miami, FL 33186 Fort Lauderdale, FL 33324 

We also dive the fabulous wrecks of Miami and Fort Lauderdale. Let us arrange 

your entire Florida dive vacation! Price subject to change without notice. 
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EXPLORATION 
TECHNIQUES 


road leading to this spot. The greatest 
concentration of artifacts found underwa- 
ter will be here, not in front of the bluff or 
high ground. A classic case is the town 
site of Wannee on a high bluff overlook- 
ing the Suwannee River. We searched 
the river in front of the bluff and found 
next to nothing. By accident one diver 
worked upstream away from the bluff and 
stumbled into the landing. Objects recov- 
ered included a lever action rifle (caliber 
32-40), several good antique bottles and 
other relics of the riverboat era. 

Before you begin to dive try to deter- 
mine the degree of erosion caused by the 
body of water. Careful study of a succes- 
sion of old maps will indicate a radical 
change in a river or lake. Subtle changes 
are more difficult to perceive. If the river 
you are working has a limerock channel, 
believe me, it hasn’t shifted one inch in 
1,000 years. It is a good idea to interview 
old-timers living along a river as they of- 
ten Know how much the channel has 
shifted during recent decades. Other- 
wise, examine the river bank. If it is un- 





Spanish eight reales—circa 18th century. 


dercut and composed of sand or dirt, 
erosion Is very active and could mean the 
Channel has moved 100 feet, especially 
in a bend. If you Know you are at a given 
site but can't find any of the signs men- 
tioned in this article and the ground is soft 
sand or dirt, this is a strong indication the 
Original site has washed away. The arti- 
facts are buried and scattered under 
many feet of sand and mud in a shifting 
channel. The prospect of successful div- 
ing is almost nil. Rivers flowing through 
hard clay may shift a few feet each centu- 
ry. This will not affect your diving suc- 
cess. Remember erosion will occur prin- 
cipally in the bends. Erosion is not a fac- 
tor at lake sites. Intercoastal waters may 
shift depending on the composition of the 
land and the frequency of storms. 

There is a common view that objects 





thrown into a body of water will settle 
through the bottom until reaching bed- 
rock. Nothing is farther from the truth— 
with the exception of gold coins. The de- 
gree to which artifacts settle is dependent 
on their density relative to the composi- 
tion of the channel bottom. For example, 
glass, pottery and china have nearly the 
same density (i.e., weight per cubic centi- 
meter) as packed sand or clay. There- 
fore, if the channel bottom is composed 
of these elements, antique bottles, ce- 
ramic jugs and china will rest at, or even 
with, the surface of the bottom. When 
such artifacts are deeply buried in sand 
or clay the cause is a shifting channel 
bottom. Brick and ballast stone—sign- 
posts indicating quality artifacts may be 
in the vicinity—will also rest on top of a 
sand and clay bottom. 

Iron objects, including cannon balls, 
will be found at, or within inches of, the 
surface when the medium Is hard packed 
sand and clay. Iron or steel, when sub- 
merged in water (especially saltwater), 
chemically bonds itself to the surrounding 
elements, thus inhibiting settling. 

| worked a Civil War wreck site on a 
submerged, hard packed sandbar in the 
St. Johns River, Florida. The vessel had 
been removed. Objects recovered in- 
cluded 20 pound Parrett shells, 12 pound 
shot, grape shot, Minie balls, brass but- 
tons and hundreds of iron spikes. All 
were found within 18 inches of the sur- 
face by probing the sand with metal rods. 
The objects had settled only a few inches 
in 108 years! 

A site with a mud bottom has good and 
bad points. The good news is this: An- 
tiquities of all types will be well preserved 
and remain where they fall. The difficulty 
is the relics you seek may be so deeply 
buried that recovery is impractical or just 
plain expensive. My first antiquities dives 
were at sites with mud bottoms—hotel 
docks in Lake Monroe near Sanford, 
Florida, and the St. Johns River, Florida. 
The consistency of the mud will deter- 
mine your success. All relics quickly set- 
tle through soft, soupy mud. Glass, china 
and pottery will be found in tacky mud 
that has the consistency of semi-hard 
putty. Some metal objects may also be 


For honest answers 
about commercial 
diver = Call 





THE KEYS’ NEWEST, 
MOST COMPLETE RESORT IS 
NOW OFFERING THE KEYS’ 
MOST COMPLETE DIVE PACKAGE. 


\FAi . Per 95 Day/ 
Double Occupancy 


2 day/2 night minimum 


The Sheraton Key Largo Resort and Divers’ World 
of Key Largo have designed the most exciting and 
most luxurious dive package the keys 

g have ever seen. The resort is a 200 

af . room island of privacy overlooking 

Florida Bay with a gourmet 
restaurant that’s worth the drive 

all by itself. There’s a 2000 ft. nature 

trail, tennis, two pools and an outdoor 
Jacuzzi. Even a children’s program. Best 

of all it’s the closest major resort to Miami, 

so you can spend your time diving instead 

of driving. The dive package includes deluxe 
accommodations, boat trip to neighboring John 
Pennekamp Underwater Park, two 4-hour dive 
trips, two tanks plus pack and weight belts 
Most of the diving is in 30-35 feet of water. 
The areas normally frequented include Mo- 
lasses Reef, French Reef and the Benwood 
Wreck. Since the Park has been under protec- 
tion for over 20 years, superior underwater 
photography is a snap. Fish will.often eat 
directly from a diver’s hand and some will 
actually allow themselves to be petted. Under- 
water video camera rentals are also available. 
In addition, you can snorkel with the 

dolphins, go sailing or windsurfing, water- 
skiing or fishing. 

For full details call 

(305) 451-3200 

or write: Capt. 

Corky’s Divers’ 

World of Key Largo 

P.O. Box 1663 

Key Largo, FL 

33037 


The Keys’ First Underwater Video School 


‘iS ‘Sheraton Key Largo Resort 


97000 SOUTH OVERSEAS HIGHWAY, MM97, KEY LARGO, FLORIDA 33037 








Home and Afield, Inc. 
P.O. Box 1023 
Valdosta, GA 31603-1023 
1-800-225-3122 
GA (912) 244-3122 


“"S* TRUE DRY SUITS 

MIN. offering protection from cold 
and deep water dives, con- 
tamination, chemicals, etc. 
ean 37 Easy front tunnel entry or water 
$29.97 93 -_ and gas proof shoulder zipper. 
$49.97 50 28 Styles available for bay hunt- 


Ghost Fleet/Gold Coast $39.97 7 ing, ean ca ea 

Florida Diving-Pennekamp $54.97 58 

Living Coral Reef $29.97 30 

Order by Check, Money Order or Credit Card No. 

Freight/Handling $2.50 Send for a FREE catalog 
Please indicate VHS or BETA. 


VIDEOS 
PRICE 
$49.97 37 


TITLE 
Scuba Refresher Course 
How To Use Dive Tables 
Of Sharks and Men 
Scuba Run 


800-654-3483 


in NY 800-847-8989 


ing and 
Warranty. 


AQUALA, INC. 
P.O. Box 416 Carthage, N.C. 28327 
(919) 947-3130 








151-19 POWELLS COVE BLVD. (1) WHITESTONE, NY 11357 
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DIVE THE LEGEND: TRUK LAGOON 


from $1500 


Experience the diving adventure of a 
lifetime in MICRONESIA. Explore the fa- 
bled wrecks of Truk Lagoon, dive incred- 
ible walls of Oroluck Atoll & discover the 
unchanged beauty of the Truk western 
islands such as Namonuito & Puluwoat. 
The S/S THROFINN is one of the world’s 
largest and best equipped dive vessels. 
With 13 staterooms (all air-conditioned), 
a plush lounge with VCR, A/V facilities 


é 


and our famous sundeck with hot tub, 
you will dive in comfort and security. We 
offer unlimited diving from our 24’ 
launches and optional windsurfing and 
fishing between dives. Our new 1987 
schedule is tailored to suif your 
needs... dive Truk and adjacent atolls 
for either 6 days or 8 days... or experi- 
ence a true Micronesia odyssey with a 
12 day excursion from Truk to Pohripei. 


CALL TOLL FREE: 1-800-663-8746 OR 1-800-222-4552 
Write: SEAWARD HOLIDAYS 


2315 Commissioner St. Vancouver, B.C. V5L 1A4 
or: 1604 Ruth Place Honolulu, HI 96816 
vo) Koy ay cole mm Loltl mu (olece] Mel hi -micelY(-) Mele l-Va\1 
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Dive 
First Class 


Now there is a first class diving vacation. 

Don Foster’s will be opening their newest 
location on April 21st, 1987 at the Grand 
Pavilion Hotel and Beach Club, one of the 
Caribbean’s newest and most desirable 
resorts. 

While you're discovering Grand Cayman’s 
incredible diving, you can now also enjoy 
the luxury of first class accommodations. 
The Grand Pavilion provides sumptuous 


rooms, gourmet dining, entertainment and a 
wealth of activities. And Seven Mile Beach 


is just moments away. 

If you're a discriminating diver looking 
for the finest of everything in your vacation, 
contact Scuba Tours, Inc., 1-800-526-1394, 
or (201) 256-9155. 


GRANDPAVILION 
HOTEL AND BEACH CLUB 


—_ 
—_—=—=—====_~ 


——— 


——- 
Wwe 


DON FOSTER’S Dive 
Grand Cayman Ltd. 


P.O. Box 151 
Grand Cayman, Cayman Island 
B.W.I. 














EXPLORATION 
TECHNIQUES 


found in this medium. However, if you are 
looking for heavy metal cannons, coins, 
etc., plan to work down until reaching 
hard mud of such consistency that it is 
difficult to press your finger into it. 

When working a mud bottom the diver 
must first determine the depth where ob- 
jects may be found. | just use my arm as 
a probe. If | can’t feel dense mud in an 
arm's length | kiss the site good-bye. Un- 
less you know there is gold under all that 
goo it is not worth the effort. Often less 
than 18 inches of soft mud covers the 
denser medium. |’ve made many good 
finds—objects more than a century old— 
by grope and feel. The key to successful- 
ly working a mud bottom is patience. 

At the other end of the spectrum are 
rock bottom sites—what a joy to work! 
Objects of various periods of time will lie 
mingled together, concentrated in cracks 
and potholes. Many rivers in the South- 
east have rock bottoms. 


SHIPWRECKS 

Shipwrecks are unique in themselves. 
They are far more complex to work than 
other sites and are difficult to locate, but 
always have great potential. However, 
any vessel sunk after 1860 in less than 
30 feet of water has been the subject of 
at least one salvage attempt. The main 
target of early salvors was the ship’s ma- 
chinery, which could be reconditioned 
and sold. Recovery of valuable cargo 
was attempted when possible. The Army 
Corps of Engineers often issued con- 
tracts for the removal of wrecks consid- 
ered hazardous to navigation. Removal 
does not mean the entire vessel was 
physically pulled from the water. Instead, 
the ship was removed down to a certain 
depth—generally 18 feet below the sur- 
face. In other words, the lower portion of 
the hull, including cargo and other arti- 
facts, may still be intact. Contact the 
Corps of Engineers in your area and learn 
where records of salvage contracts are 
stored. Often they will provide information 
on the wreck you are researching. 

Locating shipwrecks is no easy matter. 
Don't expect instant success; if it were 
simple everyone would be finding them. 
The keys are patience, determination and 
persistence. A variety of underwater met- 
al detecting instruments are on the mar- 
ket. They cost between $400 and 
$20,000. Most people buy what their 
budget allows. Remember none of these 
instruments will spell S-H-I-P when 
passed over a target. If you buy one of 
these detectors get to know how it works 
before attempting to locate a wreck. 
When searching, use a grid pattern 
dense enough to allow the probe to pass 








over the target at least once. When | am 
looking for a vessel over 100 feet long | 
use a 50 foot grid. This allows my instru- 
ment probe to pass over the target twice. 
It is slow, tedious work but | find wrecks! 

Let me give you a classic example of 
a poorly executed search. In 1974 three 
of us sought to locate the Dai Chang, a 
Navy Civil War gunboat, sunk January, 
1865 in the Combahee River, South Car- 
olina. The events surrounding the ves- 
sel’s destruction are well documented. 
We had a magnetometer ordered but 
since the accounts of this vessel were so 
exact | was sure we could find it dragging 
an anchor. This effort failed. When our in- 
strument arrived we quickly tested it and 
ran to the Combahee River where we 
dragged the probe for hours in a 400 
yard long bend and got all kinds of 
strange readings. | spent hours underwa- 
ter and did not find anything. We headed 
home believing the Dai Chang was bur- 
ied under mud and marsh. 

Where did we go wrong? First, if we 
had done in-depth research we would 
have learned the Dai Chang was com- 
pletely removed in 1906. Second, if we 
understood our instrument we would 
have known that anytime the probe is not 
pulled in a straight line it will emit false 
readings. It just shows you have to get 
your act together to be successful. 

Once a ship is found you will have to 
set up a plan to work it based on its con- 
dition and the conditions (depth, visibility, 
current, etc.) of the water. Each wreck ts 
different. The best approach is to survey 
the vessel and set up a procedure based 
on methods outlined in Mendel Peter- 
son's History Under the Sea, Peter 
Throckmorton’s Shipwrecks and Archae- 
ology or other books on underwater ar- 
chaeology. String a baseline from bow to 
stern and attach numbered tags to the 
line every five feet. If visibility is poor, low- 
er a five foot square made from angle 
iron to the wreck and align it with the 
tagged baseline. Work the wreck one 
square at a time and you will be assured 
of complete coverage. 

If you are working In good visibility put 
a rope grid over the wreck or ballast pile 
and work it one square at a time. Remem- 
ber that shipwrecks are not like Christ- 
mas trees with antiquities hanging on 
them like ornaments. The artifacts you 
seek are buried or covered within, or just 
outside of, the vessel. It takes a deter- 
mined effort to successfully excavate or 
salvage a ship. 

One last thought: Don’t be in a rush to 
buy underwater metal detectors, dredges 
or lift bags. Gain experience first and tai- 
lor this equipment to specific needs, con- 
ditions and projects. 

The methods set forth in this article 
have been used successfully in three 
states. Tailor them to your area and in ten 
years your home will be filled with treas- 
ure and museum quality artifacts. > 





@ ® @ } 

Ginnie Springs Resort 

No Wind, No Waves, and Visibility Forever 
A diving and recreational playground with something 
to do for everyone 
Quality Inn / Ginnie Springs 2 day 
Motel / Dive Camping / Diving package 

package 36.95 p 49.95 pp 


re x ; — 


Interested in Cavern or Basic Cave instruction ? 
Wer the largest and most well equipped facility in the U.S. 
offering: NSS/CDS, NAUI, and PADI specialty programs 
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DON FOSTER’ 


GRAND CAYMAN'S FINEST 
DIVING VACATION IS 
ALSO YOUR FINEST VALUE. 


At Don Foster’s Dive Grand Cayman summer 
rates have takena plunge on special diving vacation 
packages. Stay at the Royal Palms of Cayman, one 
of the island’s most desirable resort hotels located 

















directly on famous Seven-Mile Beach. Experience 


—_ 






award class diving from a i 
fleet of state-of-the-art dive a 
boats. Join us this summer. 
Call Scuba Tours, Inc. for 
information. 






——— 
—S——— 





DON FOSTER’S Dive 
Grand Cayman Ltd. 


P.O. Box 151, Grand Cayman, 
Cayman Islands, B.W.I. 
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#: - | ae 


ii a 
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1-800-526-1394, or (201) 256-9115 in New Jersey 









FLORIDA KEYS FINEST 
DIVE TRIPS 


LADY CYANA DIVERS 


° 40’ & 60’ DIVE BOATS « PACKAGES 
* RENTALS « AIR ¢ INSTRUCTION 
OUTSIDE FL 1-800-221-8717 
/ (305) 664-8717 MM 85.9 
P.O. BOX 1157, ISLAMORADA, FL 33036 


INVESTOR WANTED 


Large diving yacht, chartering four years in Carib- 
bean’s best/hottest diving destination. Establish- 
ed, profitable, excellent tax advantage. Working 


partner with extensive, cabinetmaker/refinishing 
experience considered. Substantial investment 


necessary. 


(713) 999-4852 


BAYMAN BAY CLUB 


Guanaja, Bay Islands, Honduras 


The Best Value in 
Dive Travel 


Individual cottages with ocean view 
Private beach/windsurfers/sunfish 
New 40’ custom dive boat 
6 days/7 nights 
two boat dives per day « unlimited shore/reef diving 
: ; one boat night dive « 3 meals daily 
YW . mid-week sunset cruise « picnic boat dive outing 
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Bayman Bay Club U.S. Office 
{Isle of Venice-206, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33304 
(305) 525-8413 
4-800-524-1823 


A\ Civilized Resort in a lropical Jungle 
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DACOR EXPANSION 


Dacor Corporation recently purchased 
the Biederman & Son building next door 
to its Northfield, Illinois factory—and con- 
nected the two. A total of 24,000 square 
feet of floor space was added, giving the 
company almost 80,000 square feet of 


i a ise 
wheeled ‘ile 1 Raviveik ar 


EE 
eee, 





manufacturing and office space. The cur- 
rent expansion is the third the company 
has engaged in since establishing its 
headquarters in Northfield. The architect 
of the new expansion is Rudich/Pappa- 
george Ltd., Chicago. > 


AMERICAN LEISURE U/W 
HOLIDAYS COZUMEL 


A telephone number listed in the Feb- 
ruary SDM for American Leisure Under- 
water Holidays Cozumel was incorrect. 
The correct nationwide toll free number is 
(800) 231-5804. The Texas toll free num- 
ber is correct as previously listed: (800) 
392-2380. ~#fe 


SCOUT PROGRAMS 


All Explorers and Boy Scouts of high 
school age are invited to participate in 
summer programs in marine biology, cor- 
al reef ecology, scuba diving and sailing 
sponsored by Explorer Post 2 of Urbana, 
Illinois and its sponsor, the Institute for 
Environmental Exploration. 

The Summer Marine Science Program 
is held in Key Largo, Florida and consists 
of four, two week sessions with a maxi- 
mum of 13 students participating in each 
session. The dates are: June 13-25, June 
2/-July 9, July 11-23 and July 25-August 
6. The instruction in scuba diving and 
coral reef ecology is offered in coopera- 
tion with John Pennekamp Coral Reef 
State Park. Other activities have included 
snorkeling, windsurfing, field trips, 
beachcombing and a visit to Key West. 

The Summer Sailing Program consists 
of seven days aboard a sailboat cruising 
among the Bahama Islands. All partici- 
pants serve as the crew under a captain 
and first mate and learn about navigation, 
develop sailing skills and explore the 
tropical ocean. The number of sessions 
and dates have not yet been set. 


Little Cayman 


Why Listen To Others? - Come See For Yourself 
Reefs, Wrecks, And The Finest Wall Diving In The World 


The Ultimate In Caribbean Diving 
For More Information, Brochures, And Reservations Call: 


Sam McCoy’s 


Little Cayman, B.W1I. 


1-800-843-2177 
(412)834-4064 PA./Alaska 











For sailing dates, costs of both pro- 
grams and how to register, contact the 
Explorer Post 2, Institute for Environmen- 
tal Exploration, P.O. Box 668, Urbana, IL 
61801-0668; (217) 367-3768. =. 


TEKNA MOVE 


Tekna has moved its world headquar- 
ters to a new 64,000 square foot, state- 
of-the-art facility—more than doubling its 
former size. 

The company’s new address and 
phone numbers are: Tekna, 101 Twin 
Dolphin Drive, Redwood City, CA 94065; 
(415) 593-1410, (800) 225-2070 (cus- 
tomer service only). ># 


CO SPACE DIVING 


The College of Oceaneering, in Los An- 
geles Harbor, has begun a two year con- 
tract to supply technical, advisory and 


standby support to McDonnell Douglas 
as that company uses the world’s largest 
privately owned dive tank facility to stay 
abreast of modern space exploration. 
Built in 1980, the million gallon tank, 35 





feet in depth, has the space and capacity 
to allow for maneuvers that will enhance 
man’s understanding of basic motor 
functions and human performance in re- 
lation to space exploration. 

The College of Oceaneering maintains 
a crew during testing and training that in- 
cludes hyperbaric chamber operators, 
diver medics and consultants who can 
help plan the dives, equipment testing 
phases and provide additional technical 
knowledge about the effects of hyperbar- 
ic pressure on equipment and men. »# 


DIVING JOBS 


The Ocean Corporation reports that 
diving contractors are in need of qualified 
entry level personnel. The Ocean Corpo- 
ration is extending its placement services 
to past graduates of any Association of 
Commercial Diving Educators approved 
school. Those persons qualified and in 
need of employment are urged to call 
(800) 321-0298. TOC’s vice president, 
Les Joiner, states, ‘‘Our location and day 
to day involvement with the Gulf of Mexi- 
co market put us in a position to help both 
the diver and contractor.’ »# 









We GUARANTEE 
Your License 


LICENSE ‘ on: CLASSES 
\pass THE CORKS NATIONWIDE 


TOLL” FREE 1-800-237-8663 02°, 
















with Capt. Slate% Atlantis Dive Center 
and Howard Johnson’s International Dive Resort 









ene 


Photo: Stephen Frink 


FLORIDA KEYS PREMIER DIVE FLEET 
AND FULL SERVICE DIVE FACILITY 


Dive Package $77 


Per Person/Per Day Dou 
Package includes: 


e Occupancy 


° 2 Tank dive trip w/Atlantis Dive Ctr. ea. day 
° Full breakfast each morning ° Tanks, air, backpack & weight belt 


e Deluxe accommodations at Howard Johnson’s Watch Ca apt. Slate Feed His Pets 
pkg. avail. Jan. Sth- -Apr. 30th 1987. Advance res./3 day min required 


5 Day Bonus Package 
Pay for 4 Days Get 5th Day Free 


weekdays only 


HOWARD 
JOHNSON 1-800-654-2000 
Ty \\ 
Lodge 305-451-1400 Key Largo, FL 


Atlantis Dive Center 
¥ 51 Garden Cove Dr. 
Key Largo, FL 33037 








AquaVideo’ 


U/W Video Systems 


AquaVideo offers more than 20 standard design U/W 
housings for amateur video systems, as well as professional 
video equipment. Custom-fitted (with short delivery times) 
housings can be made for any video system. Special 
inspection systems are available for commercial divers. 

Five years of manufacturing experience make AquaVideo 
THE source for underwater video equipment. All 
AquaVideo™ housings feature exclusive advanced sealing 
technology for extreme reliability, as well as careful design 
for easy operation. Our SuperNova™ 350-700 watt lights 
combine maximum power, wide beam angle, and compact 
size. A full line of accessories completes the system. 

ASK THE PROS WHO KNOW: NASA and the U.S. Navy 
Seals head along list of satisfied pros and amateurs who 
have purchased AquaVideo™ housings and SuperNova™ 


lights. AquaVideo, Inc. 


5065 N.W. 159th St., Miami, FL 33014 
(305) 621-0222 © 1986 by Rick Frehsee for MediaTech Inc. 
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FOR A HOT DIVE VACATION ... 
WITHOUT GETTING BURNED 


* Personalized dive travel service offering packages to 
the most popular dive destinations. 


“The Professionals Source” 





NIKONOS V W/35 F2.5 oo. sccssssssscssssssssnstsstnseine $419.00 
Original Nikonos Case f 
NEW! 15 2.8 W/DF-11 Finder ......cssssssssseasecsseene 1,089.00 
NEW! 20 28........... 399.00 

28 3.6 UW... 219.00 

SB 102 Outfit w/case 

$B 103 Outfit w/case 

NIKONOS Close-Up Kit w/o case 

Case for Close-Up Kit 
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* Escorted group trips 
* Certification and open 
water completion packages 


* FREE: 


Disc Camera and 


housing to all travellers 
to Grand Turk or our 
weekend dive aways to 


the Bahamas. 
(Offer good until July 31, 1987) 


Call 212-496-6983 


Of 


UNDERWATER PHOTO EQUIP. 


ikelite / ewa-marine 


DF-12 Optical Finder $119.95 
HANIMEX AMPHIBIAN SYSTEM 


SOMO AMIDA MA sene ater cetctecsereesecescna 154.95 
Handle Flash for 110 Of SSM ........-ssssccceseeeeen 99.95 
Wide PAnghe Ons cctectitcesctescesssecterstccesttiatssaceninussect 87.90 
Macro Lens... 44.95 = ClO S@-UP........ essere 28.95 

A et a 159.95 

any 3 CALL 
Sekonic L1G4B Meter .........sscsssssessssssssessssesscsssasseeesse 105.00 
Pelicann(400 W2xOx5ra fin. nctettinsotacceaccadeanent 47.95 
Pelican: (500M 7x TKEE. f.cnctatte-s. fee amccnaeet 66.95 
Pelican 1600 22K17X8....scccssscssssssssssssesssesesussssesseensee 114.95 
Pelican 1200 SSOX1 16 tt .ccssc ch -ssstetscssrteleaasn series 139.95 


119 West 17th St. 
New York, NY 10011 








UNDERWATER SYSTEMS... CALL 


MAIL & PHONE ORDERS ACCEPTED. NY 
residents add sales tax. Fast delivery with 
certified check or money order. M.C. & VI- 
SA users give card no., bank no. & expira- 
tion date. Min. handling and shipping up 
to 3 Ibs. $5.50; over 3 Ibs. to 50 Ibs. send 
50¢ for each additional pound. Insurance: 
add 40¢ per $100. Not responsible for type 
errors. Prices are valid through March 25. 
Open Sun. 10-4 Mon.-Thurs. 9-6 Friday 
9-2 Closed Sat. (212) 807-7474 To Order 
Call Toll Free: 800-221-5662 Canada Toll 
Free: 800-634-4009. Rush Service & 
Overnight Express Avail. 











SHERWOOD 
DISTRIBUTORSHIP 


Sherwood Scuba, a division of Harsco 
Corporation, has extended its distributor- 
ship with Sherwood Gas Control, Inc., of 
Cambridge, Ontario. Formerly a Sher- 
wood Distributor of LP and compressed 
gas equipment, Sherwood Gas Control, 
Inc. will now also distribute the entire line 
of Sherwood Scuba products in Canada. 

Sherwood Gas Control, Inc. may be 
contacted at 543 Conastoga Boulevard, 
Unit 14, Cambridge, Ontario, NiR 674 
Canada; (519) 740-1210 or toll free (any- 
where in Canada) (800) 265-3583. 

David D. Nicholson has been appoint- 
ed scuba products manager of Sher- 
wood Scuba. Nicholson comes to Sher- 
wood with an extensive and diversified 
diving background. He worked for many 
years as manager of Bob Soto's Diving 
on Grand Cayman and was a founding 
partner of Sunset Divers, also on Grand 
Cayman. x8 


BERRY SALE 


Berry Scuba will hold its second annu- 
al April Super Sale the same weekend as 
Our World-Underwater, April 24-25. The 
sale will feature special savings on many 
name brands. 

Berry Scuba will also have a booth at 
Our World-Underwater with discount 
sales, a round trip shuttle bus between 
the show and its Chicago facility, and nu- 
merous manufacturers’ representatives 
on hand. 

Our World-Underwater will be held at 
the O'Hare Hyatt Hotel, only one mile 
from O'Hare Airport. The O'Hare Hyatt of- 
fers free shuttle service from the airport. 
Show dates are April 24-26. >t. 


SPARE AIR 


Spare Air, the miniature scuba system, 
is being upgraded by its manufacturer, 
Submersible Systems Incorporated. The 
system will be standardized with a 1.7 
cubic foot aluminum tank and a silicone 
mouthpiece. A redundant scuba system, 
Spare Air is used by recreational, com- 
mercial and military divers as a backup 
system and for quick dives when donning 
a full system is cumbersome and un- 
needed. The compressed air system, 
13.5 inches long and two inches in diam- 
eter, weighs 22 ounces and is neutrally 
buoyant in water. With regulator, mouth- 
piece and pressure indicator built-in, 
opare Air delivers about 30 full breaths at 
sea level and refills easily. > 


MCNETT MOVE 


McNett Corporation, producer of Aqua- 
seal products and accessories for water- 
sports, has moved. The new McNett Cor- 
poration executive offices and production 
facilities have been completed, allowing 








for several expansion projects including 
new product development. 

A new toll free order number has been 
established: (800) 221-7325(SEAL); in 
Washington and Alaska call (206) 671- 
222/. The new corporate offices are at 
1405 Fraser Street, P.O. Box 996, Bel- 
lingham, WA 98227. > 


IKELITE REPS 


Ikelite Underwater Systems has ap- 
pointed Bruce and Sue Longman as Mid- 





west sales representatives for the follow- 
ing states: lowa, Illinois, Indiana, Kansas 
Kentucky, Michigan, Minnesota, Missou- 
ri, Nebraska, Ohio and Wisconsin. 

For more information contact Ikelite 
Underwater Systems, P.O. Box 88100, 
Indianapolis, IN 46208; (317) 923- 
4523. >t. 


NO CMAS/PADI 
AGREEMENT 


There have been articles in several div- 
ing magazines that give the impression 
agreements have been made between 
CMAS and PADI. This is not true. Some 
organizations have made individual ar- 
rangements with PADI representatives/ 
agencies, but these were not made on 
behalf of CMAS. >t. 


FISHER PHOTO CONTEST 


Fisher Research Laboratory is hosting 
a contest for the best photo of a Fisher 
land or underwater metal detector in use. 
First prize will be a Model 1265-X metal 
detector. Two runner-ups will each re- 
ceive a Model 1210-X metal detector and 
ten honorable mentions will receive ster- 
eo headphones. 

Entry is free, however, no more than 
three photos will be accepted from each 
entrant. For complete contest rules write 
to: Fisher Research Laboratory, Dept. 
SD, 1005 | Street, Los Banos, California, 
93635-4398. > 


MERRIMACK AQUATICS 


Lowell Scuba Center of Lowell, Massa- 
chusetts has moved to a new location 
and changed its name to Merrimack 
Aquatics. The new store is directly off 
Route 495 in Methuen, Massachusetts. 
The move will allow further expansion in- 
cluding the addition of an indoor pool. 

The new address is Merrimack Aquat- 
ics, 171 Merrimack Street, Methuen, MA 
01844; (617) 688-6566. ># 


COME LIVE IN 





LUXURY 





ON BONAIRE 


CONDOS FOR SALE & RENTAL 


¢ Beautiful beachfront property, every unit with balcony facing the sea. 
¢ Studio, one, two, and three bedrooms available with full kitchen. 

¢ Diving and snorkeling right off the beach. 

¢ Underwater photography and video facility is now in operation. 

¢ Full service dive shop, PADI Instruction with Andre Nahr 


¢ Coming soon... 


complete watersports activities, swimming pool, 


tennis and shopping. 


Pond Dollar Beach Club 


(S iia 
(Ss 

4 

4 


= A Condominium oS : ‘> 


Paro Netherland Antilles 


For Sales Information Contact Sand Dollar: 
50 Georgeton Road, Bordentown, NJ 08505 (609) 298-3844 
For Dive Package & Rental Information Call: 


The Travel Barn at (609) 298-2298 





Glreasure 


This is a 
Sophisticated 
Underwater 

Pulse Induction = 
metal detector. % 
It is easy to 

use, guaranteed 

to depths of 200 
feet, and gives 
both an audible 
and visual FREE CATALOG 
target indica- AUTHORIZED DEALER 
tion. TOLL FREE: 1-800-547-6911 


Brought To You By White’s PI 1000 


e Excellent 
Sensitivity for 
Coins, Rings, 
and Relics 
made of Gold, 
Silver, and 


$499 O95 Other Metals. 


e Compare the 
PI 1000 Series 2 
to Underwater 
Detectors 
Costing Twice 
the Price! 


SOHSHSSHSHSSSSSSHSHSSHSHSHSHSSSHSHSHSSSSHSHSHHHOSHEHSHSHHSHHHHHSEHHEHEHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHESOSS 


1011 Pleasant Valley Rd. 
Sweet Home, OR 97386 
Dept. SD-4 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


INTERNATIONAL CONTACT POINTS 
White’s Electronics Intl., Ltd. 
13 Harbour Rd. 
Inverness, Scotland 1V1 1RY 





[B-E-R-M-U-D-A 


“THE BEST SHALLOW WATER WRECK DIVING IN THE WORLD!” 


SOMERSET 
BRIDGE HOTEL 


& SKIN DIVING 


ADVENTURES 


— OFFER YOU — 
“TROPICAL DIVING” only 12 hrs. from the East Coast! 
THE HOTEL PACKAGES FROM: THE DIVING 
Large, attractive efficiency Bermuda's most established 
units, all with A/C and phone diving operation. PADI, NAUI, 
service. Pool, jacuzzi bath, SSI Facility. 3 large custom 
restaurant and bar. Welcome PER PERSON dive boats, 1 and 2 tank trips 
Rum Swizzle Party on DOUBLE OCCUPANCY to wrecks and reefs. U/W 
Mondays. Dive Boat service Includes: Cameras. Friendly, 
from the Hotel dock and 5 boat dives, tank, pac & wts.5 — Professional instructors and 
more. Major Credit cards nites accomodation, Mon. Rum crew. Diving for novices to 
accepted. Swizzle Party and more! pros! 


1-800-468-5501 


ch Pte P2@) Box *B ee 


Bri dge : 
Hotel “= { 





DAVE McLEOD’'S 
SKIN DIVING 
ADVENTURES, LTD 


P.O. Box SN 165 
Southampton 8, Bermuda 
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WHERE TO GO 


GO DIVING! 







CAYMAN ISLANDS 
TURKS & CAICOS 


of. LUCIA L t advertising that will i fits! F 
ow Cost aavertising at will increaSe your protits! ror 
COZUMEL info call 213/854-2700. To place your order call toll-free 
BELIZE 800/231-4053 (outside CA, U.S. only). VISA/MC 


SABA 

ST. EUSTATIUS 

ROATAN & GUANAJA 

* BONAIRE & CURACAO 
GALAPAGOS ISLANDS 





Specialists in Dive Travel since 1968 


~*~ 7 4 


Go Diving Inc. * 715 Florida Avenue South * Minneapolis * 55426 


1-800-328-5285 © MN call (612) 544-7168 


TRi STATE CAMERA 


160 Broadway, New York, NY 10038 1-212-349-2555 e Hrs: Open Sun. 10-4, Mon.-Thurs. 9-6, Fri. 9-2 
VISA, MC ORDERS CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-221-1926 


NIKONOS 3 
NIKONOS V w/35 2.5..........$ 399.95 , *2 hr. Recording 
ACTION TOUCH *Tested at 250 ft. 
15mm 2.8 w/FINDER......... | *All metal Housing 
20mm 2.8. 394.95 28mm 3.5 .209.95 ‘Compact 

28mm 2.8. 139.95 80mm 4.0 .199.95 an 
CLOSE-UP w/case : Lightweight 


Unlimited diving on Belize’s greatest 
Reefs from 75 foot /sia Mia. Light- 
aCe) Ui-\- a 2 {-\-] A = 110-2 (0) (= Mme LoL eL Col UL 

fof fo) ole) nie 
sypercnaners for dive stores available. 


ARS 


S1966. OF Wace 16 DIVERS 1986 See x Spa 


TRAVEL SERVICE, INC. 
ee ee ee ee 
50 FRANCISCO ST./STE. 205 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94133 
TELEPHONE (415) 434-3400 
TELEX 278036 SEAS UR 


Reef Runner Honduras Bay Islands 


43’ Live-aboard Yacht 
Air conditioned & compressor equipped for 
6 divers. Week long charter specials as low 
as $420.00 per person. 
1-800-282-8932 FL (904) 588-4134 
P.O. Box 877, San Antonio, FL 34266 


SB 102 Outfit a World's smallest underwater video system! 
SB 103 Outfit ' The SONY Handycam 8mm video camcord- 
NIKONOS V CASE : : er and the Capsule 8 aluminum underwater 


ALL ACC. IN STOCK ; housing features an ultra wide-angle lens, 

CANON U/W microphone, shoe mount for a NI- 
AS-6 BASIC : KONOS Camera adapter and 2 shoe 
AS-6 W/ACC 2 35 AMPH. W.A. LENS d mounts for U/W lights! 


U.S. N Dive Manual 35 AMPH. CLOSE- Ted ee oe See ge ES Reade lier ee eae EL a, 
Vol. ree Newes Kiet) sys a fete ch ehead ' CALL FOR OUR LOW PRICE! SALE BELIZE 660 ACRES 


3 mi. along Caribbean & 3 mi. along 
Deep River. Clean, sandy beach. Ex- 
& me 
eee “i oe 


cellent dive & fishing area. Near 
UVP Vi Pate Del om) oe ie SAIC en tomee ee | LAS VEGAS MEDICAL 


Blue Hole & Reef. Mayan Ruins. 
SEMINAR 


$425K, terms. 
» CALL: 305/743-5372 ie, 
* Largest number of convenient %* Fastest boat to the Bahamas s Ses ae, eed belt 
wreck sites in the d.S. * Bimini Trips Reef dives... se g g 
* 30 ; ie it Ane H h ' physiology, emergency management of 
Pe LS te i a LN a diving accidents and the current applica- 
tions of hyperbaric therapy in a hospital 
2d sucht S99 OO Our divers stay pe AS re caters a Inn setting, will be able to do so from two of 
ays/1 nig . FTES UA teuritkeeaeoaor vealane the current experts in these fields. Dr. An- 
Prices include tanks, air, weights, hotel accommodations also. Located at the beautiful ag drew Pilmanis, director of the Catalina 
(double occupancy) two dives daily and the time of your life! new Miami Beach Marina. wn: Hyperbaric Chamber, and Dr. John Alex- 
We care about your fun. ; : ; 

ander, director of the Western Center for 
esibig: Hyperbaric Medicine at Northridge Hos- 
ror mre @——™% PISCES DIVERS pital, will give participants a unique view 

information or , of the realities of diving medicine. 
Ete ey 1290 5th Street, Miami Beach, Florida 33139 There will be CME contact hours for 


color brochure 


- & 2 Fi nurses and the course will be held at the 
dior apc abee! 7 per© (305) 534-7710 Flamingo Hilton Hotel in Las Vegas, Ne- 
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THE BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS 


YACHT CAMELOT... 

7 Let Don and Mavis 

pamper you aboard 

y | their luxurious Morgan 

| Out-lsland 51ft. They’ll 

*) show you the finest dive 

| sites in the Caribbean. 

_ | Enjoy incomparable 

4 gourmet fare and great 

eo . sailing. An unforgettable 
_ 4 vacation for 4-6 guests! 


A VIRGIN ISLAND SAILING 
“ny P.O. Box 146, Road Town 


NA Tortola, British Virgin Islands 
TOLL FREE (800) 648-3393 or (800) 448-8866 

























at Sunset House, GRAND CAYMAN 


Imagine yourself coming to the stern of the dive boat 
for a cup of hot soup and a fresh tank. Jim helps you with 
equipment changes and film reloads. Cathy is waiting for 
you underwater with a neat critter, and Jim gets you 
ready to photograph it. This is just another typical dive 
in the Jim & Cathty Church U/W Photo Course. 


| Multi-Level, 
Seven-day 
courses. For 
Beginning or 

| Advanced U/W 
Photographers 
May—Sept. 1987 


¢| appreciate your patience, your humor, but most of 
all your sincere regards for other people. Thank you 
for a wonderful week. (Rebecca Harrington) 
¢ You are both wonderful teachers. No wonder you 
have so many repeaters. (Marj & Ted Pullman) 
@| love your diving style! | got far more good 
pictures per dive than | could ever get on regular 
tourist boats. (Stewart Bakst) 

. Courses run by Jim & Cathy... continue to 
receive high marks from students. 
UNDER-CURRENTS, VIII, #12. 


Biack’s Island Gulf of Mexico 


CAMP NAUTILUS 


Sea Camp for boys ages 8-16, 4-8 weeks. PADI Scuba 
Certification for boys 12-16. Sport Fishing, Sailing, Skin 
Diving, and much more. . . For more information, write: 
Camp Nautilus, Black's Island, Box 945, Department 
D-2, Port St. Joe, FL 32456. 





vada. Scheduling will be arranged to pro- 
vide participants new insight into this fas- 
cinating medical field and allow them to 
enjoy the excitement of Las Vegas. 

For information on complete packages, 
registration and requirements, contact 
Walter Finn at Travelport (800) 247-5406 
(nationwide), (800) 342-7046 (in lowa) or 
(515) 278-9100 in Des Moines, lowa. >. 


TAYLOR/HENDERSON 


Henderson Aquatics, Inc. has appoint- 
ed Steve Taylor area sales manager for 
the Pacific Northwest territory. Hender- 
son manufactures a full line of diving ap- 
parel in several styles and many colors. 

For more information contact Hender- 
son Aquatics, Inc., One Whitall Avenue, 
Millville, NU 08332; (609) 825-4771. > 





WHAT IS A ae 
TROPIC BIRD? < Tropic bird 


A graceful seabird. 


Depa a e boat THE live-aboard dive boat 


in the British Virgin Islands. 


The best vacation 

you will ever have. 

All of the above. 
Call us toll free for the correct answer, and the answers 
to str other leone Sel you have. 


BEST DOLLAR VALUE 
12 Double Staterooms 
Fully Airconditioned 
Cinlimited Diving 
Guaranteed Diving 
Night Dives 
TV Movies & Games 
Sun Deck & Bar 
OOCOOOCOCOCOOCOOOCOOOOOOOOCOO00O 
Call Toll Free 
800/526-1394 
800/524-2027 
In NJ 201/256-9115 


MOVING? 


DON’T MISS A SINGLE ISSUE OF SKIN DIVER 

Let us know your new address right away. Attach an old mailing label in the space 

provided and print your new address where indicated. 

QUESTION ABOUT YOUR SUBSCRIPTION? 

When you write, be sure to include a label. It helps us serve you more promptly. 

TO SUBSCRIBE OR EXTEND YOUR SUBSCRIPTION- 

Check the appropriate boxes below: ATTACH 
OC New subscription. Please allow 4-8 weeks for your first copy to be mailed. 0 Renewal if ABEL 
subscription. Please include a current address label to insure prompt and proper 

extension. HERE 
O 1-year $15.94. This rate limited to the U.S.A. and its Possessions. 0 Payment 

enclosed or O Bill me. 


MAIL TO: SKIN DIVER 
6725 Sunset Bivd., P.O. Box 3295, Los Angelos, CA 90078 


Name 
Address 
S)\ ee a aes Sere Oe roe ae eS 


(If label is not handy, print OLD address in this space.) 


COZUMEL DIVER’S RESORT 


@ 34 A/C Ocean-front Units 
@ Freshwater Swimming Pool 
@ New “Fat Grouper’ Restaurant 
Overlooking the Ocean 
@ Complete Dive Shop on Premises 
@ Five Custom-made Dive Boats 
@ Friendly Staff 


PACKAGES FOR INDIVIDUALS AND GROUPS 
DIRECT FLIGHTS FROM HOUSTON, DALLAS, MIAMI & ATLANTA 


S.C. U B.A. 
A) GALAPAGO INN 
~ P.O. BOX 289 
\_ @ZUMEL Q ROO MEXICO 
“PH. (011-52-987) 
20663 





COZUMEL 
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SUN. 9:30-6 gs 


38 WEST 34TH STREET WS 
NEW YORK, NY. 10001 


\——— 


NIKONOS 
UNDER WATERSYSTEM 
*Nikonos V 318.95 
New! Action Touch 169.95 
15/2.8 879.95 
New! 20/2.8 UW 394.95 
28/3.5 216. 28/28LW148. 
35/2.5 UW 96. 80/4UW 212. 
28mm UW Finder 15.95 
35 & 80mm UW Finder 16.95 
DF-10 Finder 

f/80mm (Above Water) 64.95 
DF-11 186.95 DF-12 114.95 
**SB 102 wicase 619.95 
**SB 103 wicase 299.95 
TTL Sync Cord (Land) 59.95 
PC Flash Adapt (Land) 23.95 
Dbl TTL Sync f/SB102 99.95 
Dbl Bracket f/SB102 114.95 
Dbl Bracket Set f/SB102 229.95 
Ext. Arm f/SB102,103 
SU-101 Sensor 
Sensor Holder F 
Close up kitw/o case 129.95 
Support Arm f/Close Up 29.95 
Macro Lens Set f/Nikonos 49.95 
Lens Hood & Filter Holder 6.95 
CC 30R Filter 17.95 
Case f/Nikonos 19.95 
O-Ring Set 6.95 





UNDERWATER 
CAMERAS 


Minolta Weathermatic-A 74.95 
Canon AS6 Underwater 109.95 
Canon AS6 wiAccs. Kit 128.95 
117.95 
159.95 
143.95 


New! Vivitar Trek 50 
Fuji HOM Underwater 
Olympus Infinity 


HANIMEX 


Hanimex Amphibian 110 87.95 
Hanimex Amphib. 35mm149.97 
Ikelite Substrobe S Kit ffabove 


(Includes Strobe, Photobag, 
Tray, Strap & Handle) 


Only 149.95 
Amphib Flash (110 or 35) 97.95 
Camera Bracket & Grip 37.95 
Close-Up Lens Set f/35mm27.95 
43.95 
Wide Angle Lens f/35mm 86.95 


Macro Lens f/35mm 


aT ___ 


PHONE ORDERS ACCEPTED DAY OR NIGHT 
MON-THURS. TILL 9:30 PM EDT FRI. 9-2, 


TOLL FREE OUT OF STATE 


800-223-2500 


HAWAII & ALASKA 


800-232-7662 


underwater systems 


Aqua Vision 


Aquatica 3 f/Canon F1 New 
or Nikon F3 1469.95 


DISC CASE PACKAGE }. 


Disc Camera w/Housing, Water 

Corr. Lens & Sport Finder 99.95 
Above w/Substrobe S 

& Travel Bag 

HOUSINGS 

f/Most 110 Cameras 46.95 
fiKodak Disc Cameras 52.95 
f/Most SLRs w/Sup. Eye 269.95 
f/Most SLRs w/o Sup. Eye229.95 
flJVC/GXN7 
f/Maxxum Cameras 
f/Sony CCD-M8U : 
f/Sony CCD-M8U W.A. 379.95 
f/Other Video & Camcordes Call 
FLASH UNIT & ACCS. 
Substrobe S w/Arm 99.95 
Substrobe M 96.95 
Substrobe MS 113.95 
Substrobe MV 129.95 


Substrobe MV Photocase Package 
Includes: MV, MiniC Lite, Nikonos 
TTL Cord, Tray, Strap & Handle, 
Rapid Advance, Strobe Handle &¥ 


209.95 


Mount, Die Cut Foam Photocase 
All For Only 289.95 


Substrobe 100 279.95 
Substrobe 150 w/N.C. 389.95 
Substrobe 150 D 314.95 
Substrobe 225 w/N.C. 429.95 
Strobe Arm | 25.95 
Strobe Arm II 44.95 
Strobe Quick Handle 64.95 


1 U-F w/Winder 


Capsule 8 

Capsule 8 w/Case : 

PEL ic A N Water Proof, 
Unbreakable 

Guard Box 

#1400 

#1500 

#1600 

#1700 

DIVE LIGHTS 

Mity Light 

Pelilite 

Swatlite : 

Sabrelite 27.95 


ewa-marine 
MASTER stents a. 
U-FXP Winder & Strobe 69.95 
U-FX Zoom & Flash 83.95 
U-FPN Zoom, Flash, Motor 76.95 
U-FGM w/Tall Strobe 

U-FZ Medium Zoom 

U-FZL Long Zoom 

U-AL f/Disc 

U-AFM Autofocus 

UND Super-8 Movie Cams 59.95 


eae ee ee * 
SéAcSEA 


Motor Marine 35 189.95 
Motor Marine 35 
w/Bulk Head Conn = 209.95 
Wide Angle Lens (24mm)149.95 | j 
Macro Lens 59.95 
Close Up Lens 
YS 20M Strobe 
YS 50M Strobe 
Sea Grip V Tray & Handle71.95 
Sea Arm Il 88.95 
Sea Arm Ill 84.95 
UNDERWATER ACCS. 
Sekonic L164B Meter 86.95 
Eumig Nautica Underwater 
Super 8 Movie Camera 199.95 
Sima Sports Pouch 19.95 
Toshiba U.W. Flashlight 36.95 


[S/U/B/Atirsa] 


s100 STROBES 699 95 


899.95 

799.95 

999.95 
NIKONOS ACCS. 


handle & Mount SL Sup-8 Bolex Movie Cam 59.95 


Cape f/SLR Cameras 9.95 
Walkman Housing 29.95 
U-H Med Fmt Cameras 87.95 
Housing fVideo Cam 129.95 
Housing f/Sony 8mm Handy 129.95 
Hurricane Hood 30.95 


Nikonos Handbook 
by Jim & Cathy Church 18.95 
U.W. Cue Cards 13.95 


"FREE EXT. TUBE OR U.W. CASE 
** FREE DIVE LIGHT 
CALL FOR DETAILS 


ACCS. F/NIKONOS 
Toshiba F-Ill TTL 269.95 
Ikelite Ext Tube Set 104.95 a ae 

SEA & SEA ACCS. WATCHES & COMPASS 

= DDL-1000 Digital Timer 89.95 

Pro Compass (Wrist) 22.95 

Pro S Compass (Wrist) 34.95 
DIVING LIGHTS 


KM (25) 135-36 


17/3.5 Lens wics 
Viewfinder flabove 
24mm Lens Kit 
YS-100 TTL 

Ext Tubes 1, 2, 3, 


Ikelite-2 

C Lite-2 39.95 
C Lite-2 w/Nicad & chalga ae 
Mini C Lite Halogan 24. 
Subwinder WA Lens w/Fdr 240.| Mini C Lite Kapicn 19.95| SLIDE FILM w/PROC. 
Optical Finder 35/28mm 139.95] Modular H Lite RF 135-36 (50) 6.14 
Optical Finder 35/15mm 179.95] Other Ikelite Accs Call | RD 135-36 (100) 6.09 


MOST ORDERS SHIPPED WITHIN 48 HOURS 
No surcharge for Master Cues or Visa purchases. Personal checks weicome, will ship without delay. Name must be imprinted on check, also include address, phone & a copy of major credit card 
or drivers license for reference. We are licensed “f Consumer Affairs Dept. - Lic. #800188 Shipping Charges: $5.95 + over 3 lbs. 50¢/Ib., + over $750.00 2% of value, otherwise 3%. 14 day money 
back guarantee less shipping, with packing and blank warranty card, except film and paper. We ship UPS. Some items special order. All orders are subject to acceptance and verification. Products 


EPY (50) 135-36 


FUJICHROME 
#103 Mark 100 Strobe 309.95 
#149 Mark 150 Strobe 434.95 
For All Other Accs. Please Call 


in this ad are supplied with Adorama’s own exclusive warranty. Copies are available upon written request, may not include english instruction. Products are parallel imports which are not accompanied 
by manufacturer's warranty and not eligible for rebates offered by manufacturer uriless mfg. or dist warranty included. Pictures are for illustration purposes only and may not be exact. 
Prices effective till Mar. 3, '87. N.Y. Residents add Sales Tax. ALL FREE GOODS MUST BE REQUESTED AT TIME OF PURCHASE. 





UNIVERSAL 
TRAPS EQUIPMENT 


T.M. RETENTION 
$6.75 each SYSTEM 


@ MORE THAN JUST A 
WRIST LANYARD 


© CARRY YOUR LIGHT 
OR BUG BAG SECURELY 
AT YOUR SIDE 


Introducing Aqualand. 


The First Dive Watch with 
an Electronic Depth Meter! 
As seen in the August ’86 
issue of SKIN DIVER: “It’s 
an amazing instrument.” 
We won't be undersold! 

















WRIST STYLE 
#S-101 


Pat. Pend. 





STYLES ~ PRICES 

Stainless $220 e SIMPLE “QUICK RELEASE“ 
Dual-tone $240 BUCKLE 

Titanium $460 ¢ COLORS TO MATCH 





YOUR DIVE GEAR 
(BLUE, BLACK, RED, GOLD) 


CALL OR SEND CHECK OR 
MONEY ORDER PLUS $2.25 


—SSS———_—————————SE a 
Money Orders, Visa, MC & Am. Ex. ” 
MA Residents Add 5% Tax 


OCITIZEN 


ORDER NOW! CALL COLLECT 617-755-0156 DW. GREY 


D.W. GREENE 
BELT STyLE JO: 
#S-102 


Diamond Jewelers Diamond Jewelers 
421 Main Street Methuen Mall 
Worcester, MA 01608 Methuen, MA 01844 


Avail. for immediate delivery! Prices include pstg. & hndlg. 


DESIGN—TEK 
P.O. BOX 815 
COVENTRY, R.I. 02816 
(401) 821-1244 


*R.I. RESIDENTS 
ADD 6% SALES TAX 
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SEARCH AND RECOVERY 
TEAM INFO NEEDED 


Scuba instructor/Ohio State Trooper 
Timothy Patton is preparing an article for 
Ohio Trooper Magazine on search and 
recovery and law enforcement. Patton is 
asking search and recovery teams to 
provide information on their operations 
such as: history, training methods, vital 
equipment used, statistics on recovery 
Operations (most important), copies of 
forms used during operations, the team’s 
level of certification and type (i.e. YMCA, 
PADI, NAUI, SSI, NASDS, etc.), and any 
additonal information deemed helpful. 

Please send information to Timothy 
Patton, c/o T.J. Sport Divers, 7562 
Townshipline Road, Waynesville, Ohio 
45068 or call (513) 897-7288. >t. 


HILTZ/NORTH 


COUNTRY SCUBA 

North Country Scuba & Windsurfing 
Inc. has added Donna Hiltz to its profes- 
sional staff. She has considerable experi- 
ence in underwater photography and will 
be working to increase the awareness 
and education of divers in the use of un- 
derwater photography equipment. She 
will be teaching locally as well as be part 
of the company’s travel adventure trip 
programs all over the world. 

Hiltz can be contacted at North Country 
Scuba & Windsurfing, Inc., 57 Elm Street, 
Laconia, New Hampshire 03246; (603) 
524-8606. se 


PROJECT OCEAN SEARCH 
(Continued from Page 127) 


great adventure would soon be over. | 
decided to savor each moment of this fi- 
nal day and thoroughly enjoyed the 
morning dive and a picnic lunch at Hon- 
eymoon Beach. The afternoon was 
rounded off with windsurfing and smurf- 
ing. A brainchild of Jean-Michel, smurfing 
consists of being pulled on a piece of 
rope behind a fast moving inflatable. That 
evening a special dinner was served, fol- 
lowed by a festive party. 

The following morning, emotions ran 
high as friends said their final goodbyes 
and departed. Seldom affected by such 
follies, even this stoical East Coast wreck 
diver admits to shedding a few tears. 
Jean-Michel summed up my feelings: 
“POS is really a place where something 
wonderful happens among people.... 
Soon we speak the same language and 
we all have something to offer. At the hu- 
man level, that is pretty much what POS 
is all about.”’ 

If you would like an opportunity to ex- 
perience the magic of POS, read the Ca- 
lyoso Log for details. You can subscribe 
to the publication by sending $15 to the 
Cousteau Society at 930 West 21st 
Street, Norfolk, VA 23517. > 











4 REASONS WHY YOU MUST CALL CENTRAL 
BEFORE YOU PLACE YOUR DISCOUNT MAIL ORDER 








(( Side One) 


Order direct and SAVE! 
Satisfaction guaranteed 


Men’s or women’s custom tailored to your measure- 
ments with high pants and collar for super warmth. 
Finest wet suit material, completely nylon lined. 
Features sewn seams, noncorrosive zipper and twist 
locks. 1/4” or 3/16” material — mark your choice 
below. Just fill in your measurements and mail your 
order. Quicker delivery with Money Orders/Visa/ 
MasterCard. Checks take 3 weeks to clear. 





















%" 3/16” a 
Sex. Age ia 
Height (enco) 
Weight 


Ankle 
.____Calf 
Knee 
____ Thigh 
____Hips 
Waist 
____Chegy 
____ Wry 
Forearm 
____Elbow 
Biceps 
Ankle to Knee 


Ankle to Cray: 
Ankle to Waki 


____ Shoulder Seti 
to Crotch 


—_—Wrist to Biv | 
Bra and Cup Sizemm 
Wrist to Armpit | 
Hat Size 


Include MC - VISA Expiration Date 
[-] GLoves $12.95 [_] BOOTS $12.95 
[ ]HOOD $11.95 [_] FARMER JOHNS $25.00 
[J] ADD $3.00 for Each NYLON 2 Accessory 


MEN OVER 225 Ibs. AND/OR 6’4” ADD $35.00 
MEN OVER 250 Ibs. ADD $65.00 
WOMEN OVER 175 Ibs. AND/OR 5'10” ADD $35.00 


$6.00 for Postage/Handling, $8.50 Canada, $15.00 APO/FPO 

No C.0.D. WA State add Sales Tax, incl. Postage & Handling 

VISA/MasterCard Orders Must Include Expiration Date. 
CLIP AND MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY. 


Skin Diver Wet Suits Phone: (206) 









































3 ii aN St 


1632 S. 250th 878-1613 
Kent, Washington 98032-5499 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 





1 - CENTRAL SKINDIVERS Is a full time. full line pro shop 
with an olympic size indoor pool. For over 35 years we have 
taught SCUBA. tested new products and helped design many 
items used today. We know every diving item made. any- 
place!!! 


2 - CENTRAL shops the entire world just for you. We carefully 
check every diving item and always have the newest and the 
best at the lowest prices. CENTRAL has thousands of other 
items not shown in this ad. Our giant discounts gets you the 
best values for your money. 


OPEN 7 DAYS MON. TO FRI. 10-9, 
SAT. 10-7, SUN. 10-5 


PHONE (516) 826-8888 


STABILIZING JACKETS 

Famous Makes, Best Quality, 

Low Pressure Inflator & Hose, 

Quick Dump, “Travel” Kam Pack 

PRO A.D.V. STYLE (S, M, L or XL) $185 
ORIGINAL MANTA (S, M, L or XL) $239 
SEAJACKET VI (M,L OR XL) $229 

STAB. JACKET (M or L) $125 

Central pays shipping 

B.C.'s AND STAB JACKETS FROM SHERWOOD, 
US DIVERS, DACOR, SEAQUEST, SEATEC, 
PARKWAY, TABATA. ETC. ALWAYS ON SALE 





‘“HHORSECOLLAR” CLOSEOUT 


FENZY & NEMROD BC’S WITH 
PUSH BUTTON RESERVE AIR $150) 
TANKS. VALUES TO $425. 


THERMO-PLASTIC FIN 

Jet Type Blade 

Vented Clear/Black Plastic 
Adjustable Straps 

CLEAR STRAP FIN (M or L) $34 
GRAPHITE STRAP FIN 4 orL) $39 
TRI-VUE SILICONE MASK $32 
SILICONE VENT SNORKEL $15 
NYLON 2-HARD SOLE BOOTS $22 
Central pays shipping 


All prices are for 
mail order only 


Store prices may vary. 





WATCHES 
SEIKO AUTOMATIC DAY DATE 
CHRONOSPORT AUTOMATIC DATE 





HEUER QUARTZ DATE $179 
CHRONOSPORT GOLD QUARTZ $350 
HEUER BLACK CORAL Il $299 
CHRONOSPORT U.D.T. STRAP $329 


Central pays shipping 
ALL OTHER WATCHES ALWAYS ON SALE 


FAMOUS SUITS NYLON 2 SIDES 

Va" HI WAIST SUPERSTRETCH $139.50 
¥«” FARMER SUPERSTRETCH $169.50 
Ya" FARMER SUPERPLUSH U.S.A. $199.50 
¥e" DELUXE SHORTY $69.50 
CLEARING OUT XS, S,M%" SUITS $50.00 
Central pays shipping 

OTHER WET OR DRY SUITS AND 

SHORTIES FROM VIKING, PARKWAY, 

US DIVERS, HENDERSON, HARVEY, 

ETC. ALWAYS ON SALE 


BOTTOM TIMER 
Luminous 

Lifetime Warranty 
Altitude Adjustable 
BOTTOM TIMER $52 
Central pays shipping 
BOTTOM TIMERS AND WATCHES 

FROM TEKNA. SEIKO. CHRONOSPORT. HEUER 
CASIO AND IKELITE ALWAYS ON SALE 


(S2Central Skindivers 


wo 
2608 Merrick Road. Bellmore, NY 11710 
* (516) 826-8888 » Open 7 days 
160-09 Jamaica Ave . Jamaica. NY 11432 





Open 6 days il 

Minutes from Manhattan and Kennedy Airport | 
Central is a PADI Facility 

Lessons For Beginner Through Instructor l 


Use and operation of fe support equipment should not be undertaken without qualified 
and proper instructions in their use Tris ad does not imply the sale of te suoport 
equipment through the mai! 











3 - CENTRAL guarantees you the lowest prices on individual 
items or package deals. You get the manufacturers guarantee 
PLUS AN EXTRA YEAR FROM CENTRAL (on anything ex- 
cept lifetime guarantees). Not only the lowest prices. but ser- 
vice too!!' We custom suits. repair anything. fill. etc.. etc. 


4 - CENTRAL Is open 7 days a week. Orders placed with 
charge cards or money orders are shipped within hours. All 
shipping and insurance (except tanks) is paid by CENTRAL 
in Continental U.S.A. WE CANNOT BE UNDERSOLD! If you 
see something advertised for less. let us know and well beat 
the price. Call 516-826-8888 now!!! 





REGULATORS 

SUPER DELUXE (List $280) $179 
DELUXE BALANCED PISTON (List $220) $149 
FLOATING SEAT PISTON (List $170) $129 
BALANCED PISTON (List $160) $99 
OCTOPUS (LONG Le (List $80) $45 


Central pays shipp 

REGULATORS FROM US DIVERS, DACOR 
SHERWOOD, SEAQUEST, TEKNA, TABATA, 
ETC. ALWAYS ON SALE 


DELUXE PACKAGE DEAL WITH OCTOPUS 
REGULATOR, PRESSURE & DEPTH CONSOLE $300 


STABILIZING B.C. JACKET & OCTOPUS 
WE BEAT ANY PACKAGE DEAL & PAY SHIPPING 





TANK SPECIALS 

Top Name Brand 

Deluxe Valve 

Your Color Choice 
ALUMINUM 80 CU. FT. K $109 
ALUMINUM 100 CU. FT. K $159 


Plus Shi 

CONTOURED  RAM- PAC $35 

ALL OTHER TANKS INCLUDING 
PONYS FROM US DIVERS, DACOR 
AND SHERWOOD ALWAYS ON SALE | 





DELUXE CONSOLES 





PRESSURE/DEPTH COMBO $ 

PRESSURE/MAX DEPTH/TEMPERATURE COMBO $79 
PRESSURE/DEPTH/COMPASS TRIPLE $79 
PRESSURE GAUGE W/HOSE $42 
OIL FILLED DEPTH GAUGE $39 


FAMOUS MAKE CONSOLE W/PRESSURE GAUGE, 

MAX DEPTH, COMPASS & DIGITAL BOTTOM TIMER $1 69 
Central pays shipping 
PRESSURE AND DEPTH GAUGES FROM US DIVERS, 
DACOR, OCEANIC AND TEKNA ALWAYS ON SALE 


CENTRAL CANNOT & WILL NOT BE 
UNDERSOLD! BILL, RICH, DAN & 


ARCHIE ABSOLUTELY GUARANTEE IT! 





ee Ge FE ee ees ee eee Se) 
CENTRAL SKINDIVERS 
2608 Merrick Road, Bellmore, NY 11710 


Phone: (516) 826-8888 
Minimum Mail Order $50 
Minimum VISA, MASTERCARD, or DISCOVER CARD $75 
Minimum AMEX or PADICARD $100 
Name —— 
Address __— 
City @ ta a ge a 
Stale 2. ai ts ee Zi 
Phone ( ) 
Please rush attached order! Sorry NOC OD 
$_Ss—s—C—CSCSC ern (N.Y add tax) or Dill 
my charge card 


Apts 








Exp. Date 


O VISA OC AMEX CC) MASTERCARD () PADICARD 
LJ DISCOVER CARD 


SC A) (= a ee een 
a ee es ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 
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Qerm S27 WET SUITS 


289-G Suburban A 
Deer Park: New York 11720 WRITE FOR FREE COLOR BROCHURE 


FARMER JOHN ORDER DIRECT Ro 4 aan faa 


DELUXE | 7 from Manufacturer vw A" NeQ 
stig ii D. . ; a SAVE % > — SPINE 
| J CALL TOLL FREE 
800-645-5554 


New York Residents | \-vs_ gee ois 
Call 516-667-7249 { CUT 


VELCRO —— 


r BEAVER TAIL d N-2 14” F.J. Regular $134.95 7 
. 5 : $70.00 ~ $4749 


N-2 '” Shorty 

%" N-2 HOOD-BOOTS-MITTS 
and '4” N-2 GLOVES ea. $21.95 

Ocean Ray WET SUITS are fully guar- 

anteed for quality and fit. We offer a [~~ 

wide range of sizes. Alterations are also | on yMnn ON 
available. 


e All Suits Navy & Royal Blue 


e All Merchandise is 
New Superflex Material 


SAME DAY SHIPMENT 
SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED y 
i Hours M-F 8am-6:30pm “ 
°399 Sat. 9am-3pm E.S.T. 134 


SHIPPING BY UPS: 
Suits $5.00 ea., Accessories $2.50 ea. 
Accessories w/suit $1.00 ea. 


DRY SUIT 


er DRY VALVES 


WITH HOSE with Piping 
Men's & Ladie’s 











OSE Babe 
TR sti ar 


WORLD 
‘ae 


TOLL FREE ORDER HOTLINE 
US 1-800-843-3916 
FLA 1-800-826-9658 





Includes: Lifetime Warranty Regulator 
Combo Gauge w/max-depth 
BC Jacket w/power inflate 
For Advanced Style Vest add $40°° 





Deluxe Combo w/MDI 72.50 
Regulator & Octopus 139.00 
*GG 00 Zipper Boots 24.95 


Includes: Mask, Snorkel, Fins, Weights In store specials on most 
Belts, Gloves and Boots. Name Brand Equipment 


NOW ... FOUR FLORIDA LOCATIONS 


ALTAMONTESPGS WINTER PARK LONGWOOD DELAND 
937W.SR.436 1045N.Semoran 1667S.US17-92 1941S.Woodland 
862-5489 677-5489 695-0991 734-3483 


J 


Life support equipment should not be used or operated unless properly trained and certified . This ad does not constitute an offer to sell via mail order. 


KCeCescececereeececcestrescceccececereecerecrecsS” 
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Sevengill: the Shark and Me—By Don 
C. Reed, with illustrations by Pamela 
Ford Johnson, this book describes 
Reed’s experiences with a sevengill 
shark at Marine World/Africa USA. 
$11.95 + $2.50 ship. Sierra Club Books, 
730 Polk St., San Francisco, CA 94109. 


AD di TURES 
UNDERWATER RESCUE 


Liam F Rooney 





Adventures in Underwater Rescue— 
Written by Liam F. Rooney, this book de- 
scribes U/W rescue/search team efforts 
after a variety of boat, airplane and other 
disasters. $9.95 plus $1.95 shipping. 
North Forty Press, 305 West Magnolia, 
Suite 103, Fort Collins, CO 80521. 





Australia: A Travel Survival Kit—This 
fourth edition by Tony Wheeler covers 
each of the seven Australian states in 
detail—city maps, sights and transporta- 
tion. It even has a glossary of Aussie 
terms. $14.95. Lonely Planet Pubs., 
1555D Park Ave., Emeryville, CA 94608. 





THINK DEEP 


marine diving technician 4 


THE 2 YEAR COURSE INCLUDES: 








Scuba Trivia—Author Pepsi DiCola’s 
book offers 55 pages of questions and 
answers about diving physics and proce- 
dures, marine life, scuba gear, medicine 
and more. $8.95 plus 75¢ postage and 
handling. Century Club International, 
P.O. Box 9407, Boise, Idaho 83707. 





1987 Yachtsman’s Guide to the Virgin 
Islands and Puerto Rico—From Tropic 
Isle Publishers, this guide covers an- 
chorages, channels, landmarks, marinas 
and what to do ashore. It includes maps 
and photos. $12.95. Tropic Isle Pub. 
P.O. Box 610935, N. Miami, FL 33161. 





HELIX SPECIAL NIKONOS 
PACKAGES 


Nikonos V Pkg. w/35mm 
f2.5, dive light and 
case (18x13x8’’) $ 449.00* 

Nikonos V Pkg. w/35mm f2.5, 
dive light, case, Aquaflash 28 
TTL and light mount . . . 858.00* 

Nikonos V Pkg. w/35mm 
f2.5, Nikonos SB-103 
and case (18x13x8"") ... 

Nikonos V Pkg. w/35mm f2.5, 
dive light, Nikonos close-up 
outfit, Aquaflash 28 TTL, 
light mount and case 


769. 00* 


. 987.00* 


*Qualifies for Nikon USA extension 
tube or case offer! 


HELIX EXTENSION TUBES 


Helix extension tube set for 2BUWN 
(1:1, 12 1:8, 1:2.75)... . . $8600 
Basic set for 35UWN 
Ay dy. bea) 
Deluxe extension tube set for 
35UWN (2:1, 1:1, 1:2, 1:3) 120.00 
Master extension tube set for 
35UWN (2:1, 1:1, 1:2, 1:3) and 
for 2BUWN (1:1.8, 1:2.75) 154.00 
Super Master extension tube set for 
35UWN (2:1, 1:1, 1:2, 1:3) and 






























* SCUBA 


* Marine Welding 
* Marine Biology 
¢ Oceanography 


AND MORE 






721 Cliff Drive 
Santa Barbara 
California 93109 
Call or write for 
more information 
Jerry Clouser 
805-965-0581 
ext. 426 


STUDIO 


for 2BUWN (1:1, 1:1.8, 
1:22:75) 


NEW! Helix Universal Slave Strobe 
w/arm for Hanimex/Sea & Sea 


110 or 35mm or Helix Auto- 
Marine Housing (please 
specify) 





HELIX AUTO MARINE If HOUSING 
Tested to 100 feet. May be used with 
the Nikon L35AF, Nikon One-Touch 
and New Canon Sure Shot. 


Helix Auto Marine II Housing 
(please specify camera) . . $ 99.00 


HELIX AQUAFLASH 28 

Desinged for the Nikonos III, IV orV, 
the Aquaflash 28 comes with a mount- 
ing tray, arm and coiled interchange 
able sync cord. 2-year limited warr. 


Aquaflash 28 (specify 
Nikonos I/!1, III/IV, V . $339.00 


Helix Aquaflash 28 TTL... 429.00 
TTL Upgrade Kit for 
Aavatiash ZB... fae 149.00 


¢ Deep Sea Air & Mixed Gas Diving 

e Underwater Cutting & Welding 

* Bell & Saturation Diving & Technician 
* Remotely Operated Vehicles 

¢ Boat Handling & Seamanship 

¢ Marine Engines & Compressors 


¢ Drafting & Blue Print Reading 
¢ Emergency Medical Technician 


Community College Tuition Rates for Calif. Residents 


Three-dimensional painting or drawing of your 
own favorite underwater photo. For information, 
send self-addressed stamped envelope to: Stu- 
dio Gallery, Nick Peters, 303 Park Ave., So., Ste. 
311-A, New York, NY 10010 © (212) 673-1593 





SANTA BARBARA 
CITY COLLEGE 


marine technology 





GALLERY 


Great prices for great diving! 





Short arm, 8” 
Light mount 


coe © we  w « ss Je 


Wide angle diffuser. ...... 27.95 
SEA & SEA 
Motormarine 35 w/equipment 

case w/die-cut foam. . . $212.95 


Motormarine 35 w/equipment 
case w/die-cut foam and Helix 
Slave Strobe with arm . 310.95 
Wide lens adapter (24mm) 149.95 


Close-Up lens (2 ft.) ... 2. 37.75 
Macro lens w/wand....... 59.35 
Pocketmarine 110 ...... 119.00 
Pocketmarine 110 w/Helix 

Slave Strobe and arm ... 217.00 
Clase-wp.lens (2 ft.) . 2. 4. 32.30 
Macro lensw/wand....... 43.10 


VIDEO 


Sony/Ikelite Pkg. with Sony 
Handycam camcorder, Ni-cad, 
charger, case, EV-C8U 8mm 
recorder/player, Ikelite hsg. 
with dome port and wide 
angle adapter and marine 
WUTEL 7 6 Wes <4 cere eee $ 1473.00 

HLX-7000 movie/video light 
with 50W Halogen lamp and 
charger (100W/75 min., 
175W/40 min.) 


SAFETY VIDEOS!!... 


SCUBA REFRESHER COURSE 
HOW TO USE DIVE TABLES 
CME VIDEO, BAY POINT BOX 461 





$49.95 
949.95 


PANAMA CITY, FL 32407 
VISA/MC (904) 234-3673 





BOOKS OF INTEREST 
New Diver’s Guide to Under- 







water Mexico ....... $ 14.95 
New Mysteries of the Red 
Sea by David Pilosof 34.95 






New Diving Opportunities for 
Funend Profits. oer. 
New Sea Shell Treasures of 






















the Caribbean ........ 19.95 
Mastering Underwater 

Photegrdpiy (on. aoa ts 4 AREY 9.95 
Nikonos Handbook ...... 18.95 
Nikonos Underwater 

Cue Gare 5k nts ake lid 12.95 
Underwater Photography for 

EVERVOMe. 02. al tesa ae 17.95 
Complete Guide to Under- 

water Modeling ........ 9.95 
Commercial Diving Manual . . 39.95 
Diving Medicine ........ 42.50 
Marine Biology ......... 20.00 
Marine Ecology........... 37.95 
Scuba Diving in Safety and 

ICON: 8 beatae ly ee eee 11.95 
Scuba Equipment Care and 

Maintenance .......... 9.95 
Shipwrecks: Diving the 

Graveyard of the Atlantic . 12.95 






HELIX PHOTO/DIVE TRIPS! 
Cayman Islands 
July 4-11, 1987 






Underwater orders and information: 800-33 HELIX 


Helix Worldwide Telex #701713 answer back: HELIX CGO UD 
Qualitities Limited. Prices subject to change. 
Shipping or insurance charges not included. 


HELIX 


310 South Racine Avenue, Chicago, IL 60607 
312/421-6000 


Call for our FREE Underwater 
U.S. largest inventory of underwater catalog and booklist. 
photography equipment! Most orders 


shipped from stock within 3 business days. 








SKIN DIVER MARCH 1987 145 








and hi-tech items 
1 YEAR WARRANTY — 30 DAY TRIAL 


ON THE RUN guarantees the lowest prices, largest selection, 
fastest service, 1-year warranty on all watch modules and a 30- -day 
trial. We’re North America’s largest sportswatch dealer and we'll 


meet all prices in this magazine! 


We give you our full address and our own toll-free order center 


(not just an answering service). 


NEW CASIO NAUTILUS 
DEPTH-GAUGE CHRONO WITH 
10-YEAR BATTERY 


FEATURING— 

e Depth-gauge to 300 feet 

e Waterproof to 660 feet 

e Professional stopwatch 

¢ Countdown dive-time alarm 

e 12/24 hour time, 3 alarms 

¢ Electronic calendar, AM/PM 

¢ 12-digit LCD display 
simultaneous with alarm, : 
chronograph, timer or calendar | 

e Amazing 10-year battery, ‘ 
night light 

e % oz. case/band 

¢ Night light, long life battery 


MEN’S 200M DIVER 


FEATURING— 


* 660 ft. waterproof 660 FT. re? OO 
¢ Swiss ESA movement ™ ** 
¢ One-way bezel . . *- 
* Screw-lock crown ON So ae 


¢ Luminous hands/dial 

® Stainless case, calendar 

¢ Quality equal to Heuer 
and Seiko 


LADIES’ 200M DIVER 
FEATURING— 
* 660 ft. waterproof, % size 


Boos at evry 
¢ One-way beze & ?) 
¢ Screw-lock crown 660 FT. 


e¢ Luminous hands/dial 

¢ Stainless case, calendar 

* Quality equal to Heuer 
and Seiko 


CASIO DW-5400C 
FEATURING— 

* 660 ft. waterproof 

¢ 33-foot shock-proof 


e 7-year battery/3 alarms 
¢ Countdown timer 


© 12/24 time, night light 


FEATURING— 
¢ 330 ft. waterproof 
¢ Long-life battery 


¢ 12/24 hour time 
¢ Daily/hourly alarms 


* Stainless case and band 


FEATURING— 


¢ 5-year battery, 3 alarms 

© 1/100 stopwatch 

© 12/24 time, 12- ot LCD 

e Countdown tim tim 

¢ Night light, calendar 
$4995 * % oz. case/band 


© 1/100 stopwatch 

© 12/24 time, 12-digit LCD 
¢ Countdown timer 

¢ Night light, calendar 

© % oz. case/band 


mes TURES 
UNDERWATER RESCUE 


New and unique book about Police and 
Fire Department Scuba Operations 


throughout North America! 

115 pages with photos and illustration 
Send $9.95 plus $1.95 shipping to North 
Forty Press, 305 West Magnolia, Suite 
103-S, Fort Collins, Colorado 80521. 
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CASIO DW-1400 
FEATURING— 
© 660 ft. waterproof , 


¢ 1/100 stopwatch, calendar 


* Stainless case/Resin band 


LORUS LADIES ERO11 


¢ 1/100 stopwatch, calendar 


e Manufactured by K. Hattori 
(makers of Seiko and Pulsar) 


CASIO TOUGHWATCH Il «SNe 


¢ 330 ft. waterproof G30 F7) , 
* Withstands high/iow temps: Wr” « 






feathered edge and low volume. 
The Snorkel ] 

The Tabata TUSA Snorkel (SP- | 

160Q) is fitted with a unique 

purge valve system and offers I 

easy expulsion of waterwitha | 

minimum of effort. | 


—FOR FASTEST ACTION— 
CARD HOLDERS ORDER TOLL-FREE 


800-437-4385 


Credit card holders may use toll-free number above 
or send check or money order plus $3.00 for each 
watch. Add an additional $2.00 for U.P.S. air delivery. 
North Dakota residents add 4% tax. 


107 Roberts St., Dept. SK-3 
On Me Kun P.O. Box 67, Fargo, ND 58107 
Telephone (701) 232-9400 
Write for a free one-year subscription to our catalog 


of timepieces and hi-tech items for better living. 


NEW CITIZEN AQUALAND 
ELECTRONIC DEPTH METER 
CHRONO 


FEATURING— 

e Super-accurate depth gauge \, 
from 1 meter to 80 meters 

e Waterproof to 660 feet ag! 

¢ Depth alarm, depth recording, ~ 
dive time recording iy 

e Audible dive time alarms 

e Digital stopwatch 

e Luminous hands/dial 

e One-way bezel, safety locks 

e Calendar, depleted battery 
warning signal 

ALSO AVAILABLE 


Two-tone Aqualand .... $249.95 


FEATURING— 
© 330 ft. waterproof 
© 1/10 stopwatch 
¢ Daily/hourly alarms 
¢ Luminous hands/dial 
¢ Digital sispley with 
dual tim 
© 12/24 ‘ine, calendar 


TIMEX IRONMAN 


FEATURING— —_—- 
¢ 330 ft. waterproof y * 
¢ 1/100 sec. stopwatc' f 

oF 4, 


¢ 8-lap multisplit memory 
© 3 mode countdown timer 
¢ Daily/hourly alarms 

¢ Night light, calendar 

¢ Long-life battery 


CASIO TS1200 
FEATURING 


e Reads temp. in F° or C° 

¢ 1/100 sec. stopwatch 
with A via every hour 

¢ Temp/daily/hourly alarms 

¢ Calendar, 12/24 hour time 


$2g06:; $line Zines ph am 





Say Goodbye to the cold 
and Aloha to Hawaii 


next month 


Tabata TUSA mask & purge 
snorkel sef only °39*° 


This is VO7a misprint. Black Bar's 
Aquatics is offering this mask & 
snorkel SET at the astonishingly 
low price of only $39.50, plus ship- 
ping & handling to the first 500 
persons who write before May 30, 
4987. Limit two sets per address. 
Retails for $84.00 
One of our most popular & fast- 
est selling pair, this set normally 
retails for $81.00. 
But because of a large special 
order of two daring colors, we're 
able to give it to you at a price 
that matches the color: HO7! | 


How to Order 

Please specify the color mask & 
snorkel. To order by MAIL, send 
name, address, phone number 
and $44 ($39.50 + $4.50 shipping 
& handling) to: Black Bar's, Mask 
& Snorkel Offer, 34145 Pacific 
Coast Hwy., Dana Point, CA 92629. 

To order by PHONE, please have 
your VISA, M/C, Discovery or PADI 
card ready. In CA call 1-800-367- 
7776. Outside CA call 1-800-348-8379, 


ccccccceoe 


Orange & Green peer 
The mask & snorkel set is avail- 1 
able in either a fluorescent green ° Address 
{or fluorescent orange. Who j 
would have thought snorkels & = | GisareaP 
masks could be so daring? | 
The Mask . 
The Tabata TUSA Mosk (IM- «(I Credit Cord # Rie Date 


3900Q) is Tabata’s most popular | 


mask. Manufactured out of a Signature 
specially compounded crystal i 
silicone, it features a double Color 


Baris 


AQUATICS 
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DAMSELFISH LANGUAGE 


After listening to damselfish “‘talking”’ 
for 15 years, Dr. Arthur Myrberg has 
learned how to talk bagk. Now, he says, 
he can even control some of their behav- 
ior by chirping at them in their own lan- 
guage. He demonstrajed this ability re- 
cently, making chirping sounds at a male 
damselfish through the glass of an aquar- 
ium on the campus of the University of 
Miami's Rosenstiel School of Marine and 
Atmospheric Science. The fish respond- 
ed by swooping up ang down in a typical 
bit of courtship behaviar. It acted as if the 
chirps had come from another fish. 

“You've seen something almost in- 
credible,’’ Myrberg said. ‘“‘Someone con- 
trolling the behavior of a fish by produc- 
ing a sound from the qutside.”’ 

Most fishes make gounds. But Myr- 
berg, a professor of marine biology, is 
the first to prove these sounds have spe- 
cific meanings and to show what those 
meanings are. 

‘‘What this suggests js that we may be 
able to understand, predict and perhaps 
even control the behavior of more useful 
or commercially valuable species—not 
just for human use, but also for the spe- 
cies’ own good,’’ Myrberg says. Thus far, 
he has learned only the language of the 
small, reef dwelling, bicolor damselfish. 

‘‘If we can understand the function of 
the sounds of fishes, we might be able to 
control the behavior of the species—the 
way we play recordings of starlings’ 
alarm calls near airports to keep the birds 
away from airplane flight paths,’ he says. 

Practical applications are easy to imag- 
ine. They range from the possibility of 
Summoning fish to waiting fishermen, 
warning fish of environmental dangers 
and using fish ‘‘talk’’ to mask the sound 
of submarine military operations. 

The fish use sounds to advertise quali- 
ties such as size and location, to entice 
sex partners and to warn other fish away 
from their territory. >. 


\| FACE PLATE 
}| MAGNIFYING 
| GLASS KIT 


LIBRA OPTICS faceplate magnifying glass do-it- 
yourself kit is for use to detect apd examine small shells 
or marine articles and essential fer far-sighted divers to 
safely read tank pressure and depth gauges during 
deep-dives. The magnifying gjass installed on your 
faceplate acts in much the game way as bifocal 
reading glasses and focuses gt approximately 16 
inches in water. 

The kit contains magnifying glass, cement and ade- 
quate instructions for the layman 

Send $15.95 plus $1.00 for handling to LIBRA OPTICS, 
P.O. BOX 6342, HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 92648. In Calif. 
add $.96 for sales tax. 
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WE SELL ALL MAJOR BRANDS FOR MINOR PRICES 


SUPER DEAL | 


eDOLPHIN JACKET 

Complete W/Soft Tank Band 

& Automatic Inflator 
eBEUCHATE CONSOLE 

Two Gauge Console 

W/Maximum Depth Indicator 

Colors: Blue, Yellow, Black 
eSEA ELITE BALANCED REGULATOR 
Rugged, Dependable 6 High Performance 
Life Time Warranty 


Only $295” 


eAdd $12.50 For Cummerbund 
eWo Pay Shipping & Insurance 


SUPER DEAL III 


ePARKWAY OCEAN JACKET II 
Advanced BCD W/Rapid Exhaust, 
Power Inflator, Soft Band, 
Cummerbund 
eBEUCHAT VOYAGER REGULATOR 
Balanced, High Preformance, 2 High Pressure 
Point, 4 Low Pressure Point 
Life Time Warranty 
eBEUCHAT VOYAGER OCTOPUS 
Regulator with 36 Inch Hose 
Life Time Warranty 
eBEUCHAT CONSOLE 
2 Gauge, W/Max Depth Indicators 
Color: Blue, Yellow, Black 
eOPEN WATER GEAR BAG 
Large Enough For All Your Dive 
Equipment BP cssoett 





Only *539*% 


Tank With This Package 
Add $39.95 
80 Cubic Foot Aluminum Tank W/K Valve. 
Limited One Tank Per Package 


eWe Pay Shipping & Insurance 


| 
ALUMINUM TANK 
80 CUBIC FOOT 
FAMOUS BRAND 


With each $400.00 purchase made at 
Divers Supply you qualify to purchase 
one aluminum 80 c.u. tank for $79.95. 
Customer Pays Shipping. 


$79 





Free Shipping And 
Insurance With 
Orders Over $75 


All our 








SUSIE KAREN BECKY 


Use and operation of the support equipment should not be un- 
dertaken without qualified and proper instructions in their use. 
This ad does not imply the sale of the life support equipment 
through the mail. 





2 AND SEA ELITE OCTOPUS REGULATOR . 





eTEKNA T-2100 BX REGULATOR 


eMARK V JACKET BY SEA ELITE 


Farmer John with step in shortie, plush 


wiflex material, cross zipper for easy 
entry, navy blue w/multi-color striping, 
knee pad & spine pad, women suit is 
french cut. 


SEA ELITE 


eSea Elite single lens mask; 


SEA ELITE 


eSea Elite contoured snorkel with 
BEUCHAT 


eBeuchat open heel fin; contact fin ® 


CALL OR VISIT... 


Information Express Line 1-912-474-6790 FROM ATLANTA 
Toll Free Order Line (Out of state only) 


They speak your language 






NEVER UNDERSOLD 


Supply 


SUPER DEAL Il 


eADVENTURE JACKET 

Sea Elite Advanced Design 
Complete W/Auto Inflator 
eBEUCHAT CONSOLE 

2 Gauge, W/Max Depth Indicator 
Colors: Blue, Yellow, Black 


eSEA ELITE BALANCED REGULATOR 


Rugged, Dependable & High Performance 
Life Time Warranty 

OPEN WATER GEAR BAG 
Large Enough For All Your Dive Equipment 


eTANK 80 CUBIC FOOT 
Aluminum Tank W/KValve 


Only *474°% 


eAdd $12.50 For B.C. Cummerbund 
eWe Pay Shipping & Insurance 


SUPER DEAL IV 


Featuring: Fully Environmentalized 2d Stage, 
Total Balanced ist Stage W/2 High Pressure 
Ports & 4 Low Pressure Ports, 

Life Time Warranty 


TEKNA T-2870 CONSOLE 

This Remarkable Console Has It All: 
Pressure Gauge, Depth Gauge With Max 
Depth Indicator, Altitude Compensator, 
Cobalt Compass, Automatic Digital Dive 
Timer & Knife. 


SEA ELUTE OCTOPUS REGULATOR 
36 Inch Hose “The Safe Second* 
Life Time Warranty 








TANK 
With This Package 


539° 


80 Cubic Foot Aluminum Tank 
WK Valve 

Limited One Tank For Package 
eWe Pay Shipping & Insurance 


The Ultimate In Buoyancy Contol 

87° model advanced design. Complete w/ 
auto inflator. R.E valve, light & knife. 
Pockets & cummberbund. 


Only 639% 


DESIGNER 
PLUSH SUIT 







ining with nylon exterior, 3/16" thickness 


165% 


SILICONE SPECIAL 


55395 
p 


E GSEETAST 


blue, yellow, clear, red. 
purge; blue, yellow, clear, red. 


comes in black, blue, pink. . 






1-800-241-4739 
operators are certified divers 


1s 


“Ask for free catalog” 


Open seven days a week 

Same Low Prices In Store 

Located on Interstate 
(at exit 2 on 1-475) 


MACON 
Georgia 
TO FLORIDA 


5208 Mercer University Dr. 
Macon, Georgia 31210 





























DIVER'S 
DIRECTORY 





| MasterCard 


Rates $162 for 3 consecutive ads, $276 for 6 con- 
secutive ads, $420 for a full year. PAYMENT MUST 
ACCOMPANY COPY. VISA/MC accepted. DEAD- 
LINE: 28th of 3rd month prior to issue date. Send 
copy and payment to: Diver's Directory, c/o Direct 
Marketing Division, P.O. Box 69910, Los Angeles, 
CA 90069. Call 213/854-2700 for more info. To 
place VISA/MC order call 800/231-4053 (U.S. only, 
) 
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ALABAMA 


MCWHORTER ENGINEERING CO. 205/836-2814 
P.O. Box 9014, Plant 1053, Gadsden Rd., Birmingham, AL 35213 
Rebuilts, parts, accessories, ASME coded. 

HP air compressors, units, systems, since 1952. 


ARIZONA 


BLUE WATER ADVENTURES, INC. 

P.O. Box 3467, Page, Arizona 86040 

Specializing in custom boat tours of Lake Powell, 
max. 6 divers, SSI inst., rentals, air, sales. 


ARKANSAS 


RICK’S PRO DIVE’N SKI SHOP, INC. 501/753-6004 
2323 N. Poplar St. N. Little Rock, AR 72114 501/753-6060 
Arkansas’ only PADI 5 Star Instr. Development Ctr. w/indoor pool, 
2 Cust. 40’ Dive Boats, Dive Vaca. We teach 9 PADI specialties. 


CALIFORNIA 


ARGO DIVING SERVICES 

314 Metropole, P.O. Box 1201, Avalon, CA 90704 
Guided underwater tours and instruction by 

Jon Hardy on Catalina Island. Free information. 


BLUE DOLPHIN HOUSE—Catalina Island 

603 Beacon St. P.O. Rox 2605, Avalon, CA 90704 
2 bdrm. vacation rentals w/kitchen, cater to divers. 
Boardsailing, diving instruction and rentals. 


CATALINA DIVERS SUPPLY 

Avalon, Santa Catalina Island, CA 90704 
Rentals, sales, air. 3 locations: Pleasure Pier, 
Avalon Underwater Park, Lover's Cove. 
GUCCIONE’S SCUBA HABITAT 

3220 Brea Canyon Rd., Diamond Bar, CA 91765 
PADI 5 Star instr. develop. center. Family owned & operated. 

‘See Vue’ & ‘Atlantis’ dive boats. 32’ Radon for small groups. 





602/645-3087 


213/510-2208 


213/510-1811 


213/510-0330 


714/594-7927 


MARINA DEL REY DIVERS 213/827-1131 
2539 Lincoln Blvd., Marina Del Rey, CA 90921 

Open 7 days, boat trips, rentals, sales, instruction in 

all levels. We serve Margaritas! 

PASADENA DIVERS WEST 818/796-4287 


2695-A E. Foothill BI., Pasadena, CA 91107 
Sales, service, air, PADI, NAUI, instruction. 
Rentals, boat trips, underwater photography, tours. 
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SCUBA DISCOVERIES 

651 Howard Street, San Francisco, CA 94105 
Rentals-Sales-Air-PADI-Local & Foreign Dive Trips- 
Instruction. 


SCUBA DUBA DIVE 

7126 Reseda Bi., Reseda, CA 91335 

Mon. - Sat. 10-7. Underwater photo specialist. 
Boat trips, instruction, sales, service, rentals. 


SCUBA LUV 

704 Thousand Oaks Blvd., Thousand Oaks, CA 91360 
Home of the dive boat SCUBA LUV’ER. 

Specialist in California Channel Islands Diving. 


STAN’S SKIN DIVING SHOP 

554 So. Bascom Ave., San Jose, CA 95128 

Full service shop over 25 years in the same location. 
Sales of all major brands plus instruction, boat trips etc. 


TRI-VALLEY SCUBA SCHOOL, INC. 

21310 San Ramon Valley Bl, San Ramon, CA 94583 
Scubapro Dealer & full line of major brands. 

The East Bay's “full service” pro dive store. 


WATER EDUCATION TRAINING (WET) 619/693-DIVE 
7094 Miramar Road (at Distribution Ave.), San Diego, CA 92121 
YMCA, PADI, NAUI resort courses through instructor. Free weekly 
scuba refresher classes. Full service vacation facility. Get WET. 
WEST COAST DIVERS SUPPLY 818/708-8136 
16931 Sherman Way, Van Nuys, CA 91406 818/708-8137 
Rental, Sales, Repair, Instruction, Travel Program. PADI, 

NAUI and L.A. County. Hours: Monday through Saturday 10-7. 


415/394-6555 


818/881-4545 


805/496-1014 


408/998-0767 


415/828-5040 


WET PLEASURE 408-984-5819 
2350 El Camino Real, Santa Clara, CA 95050 800/24-SCUBA 
“Specialists in Underwater California”. 

Local diving adventures every weekend. 

CENTRAL SALES SCUBA 203/283-5007 


136 Carter Rd., Thomaston, CT 06787 Ken Mischou, owner 
Connecticut's most affordable dive shop. $1 air fills. 

Classes, rentals, hydros, trips, repairs, used gear. 

MULTITECH MARINE SWIM & SCUBA CENTER, INC. 203/739-9596 
180 Flanders Rd., Niantic, CT 06357 

Sales, srvcs., rentals, travel, classes, activities. PADI 5 Star 

facil, Scubapro, Tekna, TUSA, UK, Ikelite, BlueWater, Parkway. 


ORBIT MARINE SPORTS CENTER, INC. Open all year! 
3273 Fairfield Ave., Bridgeport, CT 06605 203/333-DIVE 
Foot of Broad St. Stratford, CT 06497 203/377-6969 
Sales, rentals, air, service, NAUI, PADI instr., charters. 

THE DIVING BELL, LTD. 203/775-3573 
461 Federal Rd., Brookfield, CT 06804 

Open all year. 5 Star PADI instruction. Specialties, 

Travel, Photo, Rentals, Repairs, Gifts. 

UNDERWATER SWIMMERS, INC. 

526 Main St., West Haven, CT 06516 203/932-0258 
1038 Farmington Ave., Kensington, CT 06037 203/828-3641 


Discount prices, courses, rentals, repairs, air, hydros. 


FLORIDA 


A CRYSTAL RIVER, Florida Condo 

The comforts of home in a Diver's Paradise. 
New Dive Shops, equipment rentals. Canoe, dock & pool 
included. $350 per week from April ist. 


A KEY LARGO 3BR/2B WATERFRONT HOME 
40' Dock, only 2 minutes to Pennekamp. 
Sleeps 8 with comfort, available weekly 

or longer. 


AMERI DIVE 

7166 Beracasa Way, Boca Raton, FL 33433 

Del Mar Shopping Village, corner Powerline & Palmetto. 
Instr., sis., rental, svs., air, travel, resorts, Scubapro, PADI. 


AMERICAN DIVERS 305/942-3000 
2507 N. Ocean Bl., Pompano Beach, FL 33062 800/448-0808 
*****PADI Training Facility... Come on down... 

Dive the MERCEDES on our spacious 53’ Sea Eagle. 


BRENT FEINMAN’S SCUBA WORLD BY THE SEA _— 305/771-3933 
4339 A Ocean Dr., Lauderdale-By-The-Sea, FL 33308 (STAY WET) 
PADI 5 Star Facility, air, sales, svs., rentals, dive charters, 

beach diving. All levels of cert. Priv. & Group lessons. 

CRYSTAL LODGE MOTEL & DIVE CENTER Dive Shop 904/795-6798 
U.S. 19 N., P.O. Box 456, Crystal River, FL 32629 Motel 795-3171 
Manatee & spring diving, boats, equipment rental. 

Heated pool, seafood, bar, rooms at low prices. 


904/372-7952 


305/661-1507 


305/395-4407 


DIVE MIAMI Reservations: 
“Gold Diver il” Custom Dive Boat 305/672-DIVE 
30 min. to Miami’s 20 wrecks & reefs 800/325-1337-at 
U/W photography, PADI instruction. tone dial “Dive” 
DIVER’S DEN 

12614 N. Kendall Dr., Miami, FL 33186 305/595-DIVE 
8280 State Rd. 84, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33324 305/473-9499 


PADI 5 Star instruction, sales, service, rentals, trips, air, photo. 
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DIVER’S DEN/PNEUMATIC SYSTEMS, INC. FL 904/871-4777 
4720 E. Bus Hwy. 98, Panama City, FL 32404 800/272-4777 
Sales, rentals, service, fast charter boats, 6-15 passengers. 

Instr. NAUI, PADI. Compressor sales, service, maint., overhaul. 


DIVERS UNLIMITED 305/981-0156 
6023 Hollywood BI., Hollywood, FL 33024 

Awarded #1 training facil. by PADI. All brands, whsl./rtl., daily boat 
trips, repair, rental, classes, travel. 5 Star PADI !DC training facility. 


DIVERS UNLIMITED/FORT LAUDERDALE 305/524-4862 
440 Seabreeze BI., Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 

Daily boat trips, training dives, classes, retail—all brands, leisure- 
wear, rentals. Packages w/Days Inn. 5 Star PADI training facility. 


DIXIE DIVERS 


Of Ft. Pierce, 1717 S. U.S. 1, FL 33450 305/461-4488 


Of Stuart, 1843 S.E. Federal Hwy., FL 33494 305/283-5588 
PADI 5 Star IDC facility. Open 7 days, full service. 

FANTASEA SCUBA HEADQUARTERS 904/837-0732 
P.O. Box 5498, #1 Hwy. 98, Destin, FL 32541 904/837-6943 


PADI 5 Star instructor Development Center, D.V.I. resort, 
sales & service, gulf charters, instruction, rental, air, travel. 


FORCE-E, 1399 N. Military Trl, W. Palm Bch. FL 305/471-2676 
877 E. Palmetto Pk. Rd., Boca Raton, FL 305/368-0555 
2700 E. Atlantic Blvd., Pompano Beach, FL 305/943-3483 
2104 W. Oakland Park Blvd., Ft. Lauderdale, FL 305/735-6227 
GINNIE SPRINGS, INC. 904/454-2202 
Rt. 1, P.O. Box 153, High Springs, FL 32643 800/874-8571 
Six 72° clear blue springs, camping, canoeing. 

Complete resort dive facility. Cavern instruction. 

GOLD COAST CHARTERS, INC. 305/842-6356 


113 Timber Run E., West Palm Beach, FL 33407 
Palm Beach Custom diving 7 days a week. Reefs & Wrecks 
We dive YOUR selected sight! 2 USCG certified dive boats. 


GULF STREAM DIVER SCUBA CHARTERS 305/965-7878 
2315 Caroma Lane, West Palm Beach, FL 33406 

Palm Beach daily reef & wreck dives, pro charters, 

Bahama boat trips. 2 new USCG 38’ & 41’ cust. dv. boats. 


HYDROSPACE DIVE SHOP 800/874-3483 
3605-A Thomas Dr., Panama City Beach, FL 32407 904/234-9463 
The Gulf Coasts’ largest and most experienced dive service. 

5 boats 46’, 42’, 40’, 24’. Full service facility. 


JIM HOLLIS’ RIVER RENDEZVOUS US 800/247-3373 
Route 2, Box 60, Mayo, Florida 32066 FL 800/537-3373 
Lodging, restaurant, sauna, steam room, jacuzzi, & modern camping. 
Tubes, canoes, spring tours, rentals, 3-Day YMCA Scuba Courses. 


LAUDERDALE DIVER 305/GO-SCUBA 
1334 S.E. 17th St, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 “On the Causeway” 
Complete master diver program. PADI distinguished service 

award. Instr., sales, service, air, photo, trips. Widest selection. 


MAC'S SPORTS 813/442-9931 
2126 Drew St., Clearwater, FL 33575 

One of the world’s largest diving & snow ski stores and 

school. Pool and Ski Deck on premises. 


MANATEE HEADQUARTERS/7 RIVERS INN 

744 U.S. Hwy. 19, Box 124, Crystal River, FL 32629 
Dive tours & brand new motel. $43.43 p.p. dbl. & $54.70 single. 
manatee dive, King Spring & Rainbow River. Full svs. shop. 


NORINE ROUSE SCUBA CLUB OF THE PALM BEACHES 

4708 N. Dixie Hwy., West Palm Beach, FL 33407 305/844-2466 
A membership club for certified divers. 

Dive trips 6 days a week. 


PANAMA CITY DIVE CENTER 

4823 Thomas Drive, Panama City Beach, FL 32407 
Quality sales, service, daily charters. 

Scubapro, Tabata, Sherwood. NAUI and PADI. 


PLANTATION INN MARINA 

P.O. Box 1093, Crystal River, FL 32629 
Instruction, rentals, boats, canoes, pkg. deals, pvt. Manatee obser. 
deck and air sta. at Divers Giant Spring. Golf, tennis, 150 rooms. 


PROFESSIONAL DIVING SCHOOL/CHARTERS OF FLORIDA 

Bahia Mar Yachting Center, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 
Basic-Divemaster training/specialties—night, deep, wreck, 

“Instructor.” Daily reef & wreck dives. 305/761-3413 800/772-DIVE. 
RENTALINE COMPRESSORS—Destined for those great dive 

sites in the tropical Caribbean? Rent a scuba compres- 

sor to take along. Miami departures to the Keys, Bahamas, 

Cayman Islands, etc. For information 305/652-5972. 


904/795-2776 


904/235-3390 


904/795-5797 


SEAPRO SCUBA CENTER 305/844-DIVE 
3619 Broadway, Riviera Beach, FL 33404 

PADI 5 Star facility. Sales, service, instruction, rentals, 

charters, air. Action sportswear. Tekna scooter rental. 

TALLEY’S PRO DIVE 904/795-2776 


P.O. Box 124, Crystal River, Florida 32629 
Open wtr. cert. 3 days of fun $200. SHERATON INN pkg. rates. Full 
svs. dive ctr. Tours: River Artifacts, Caver Cavers, Photog. Manatee. 


THE SCUBA SHACK, INC. 305/334-8808 
2485 N.E. Dixie Hwy., Jensen Beach, FL 33457 

The Treasure Coast’s oldest full service dive shop. 

PADI instruction, air, sales, rentals, repairs, trips. 

UNDERWATER VIDEO PRODUCTIONS (Ft. Lauderdale) 305/760-4158 
#1 in Professional Broadcast Quality Videos, specializing in 

Promos for dive shops & Custom Videos for sngls./grps. We go 
anywhere, anytime to make you a star... VHS/Beta/3/4” formats. 
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A DESIGN YOUR OWN KEY WEST DIVING/FISHING VACATION 
P.O. Box 473, Key West, FL 33041 305/296-3737 
Canal home w/fully equip. boat at back doorstep-max. conven. Capt. 
takes you best spots dvg., lobster, spearfish, st. crabs, fish, etc. 


ADMIRAL I-65 FEET OF COMFORT AND FUN! U.S. 800/346-DIVE! 
P.O. Box 0113, (MM 100), Key Largo, FL 33037 800/533-DIVE! 
Scuba/snorkel trips to Pennekamp Reefs! PAD! Certification 

courses start daily! Group & room package plans. 305/451-1114. 


A KEY LARGO CONDO Call collect 813/939-3612 
Moon Bay deluxe 2 BR, 1% bath w/dock, sleeps 6. Near 
Pennekamp, dive centers, marinas and Largo cut. Scuba, 

snorkel, fishing, skiing, tennis. $395 per wk. Reserve early. 


AMERICAN DIVING HEADQUARTERS, INC. 305/451-0037 
Rt. #1, P.O. Box 274-B, Key Largo, FL 33037 

SSI, PADI, NAUI. Pennekamp our specialty for 25 years. 2-7 day 
packages, ' & all day trips. For res. call toll free 800/634-8464. 


AQUATIC FLOATING SEA COVE MOTEL 305/289-0800 
12685 Overseas Hwy., Marathon, FL 33050 

Budget Rates. Summer $19-$39, Winter $24-$44 for two. 

Private deep harbor & ramp on Atlantic. A#1 rooms and effs. 


A WATERFRONT DUPLEX 305/852-5230 
Savor moonrise & palms at your 60’ dock! 5 mi. to reef, 10 to 
Pennekamp; tie up your rental boat or sample many charters. 

We have great ambiance, windsurfing etc.! Sleeps 4. $395/wk. 


BIG PINE SEA CENTER DIVE SHOP 305/872-2319 
P.O. Box 515, MM 29.5 US#1, Big Pine Key, FL 33043 

Dive Looe Key, #1 Reef in FL. Keys, full service shop. 

Dive/lodging packages, custom boats. 


BUDDY’S DIVE SHOP Nat'l. 800/223-4707; FL 800/367-4707 
P.O. Box 409, Islamorada, FL 33036 MM 79.5 305/664-4707 
Dv. aboard our 40’ ‘Scuba Safari’ & 34’ ‘Free ’n Clear’, Full/% day 

trips to Alligator Reef, Cannabis Cruiser & Coral Gardens. Pkgs. avail. 


CAPTAIN CHAMBERS CHARTERS 305/451-1805 
P.O. Box 2258, Key Largo, FL 33037 MM 100 Dive Pennekamp 
31’ cst. boat w/sundk., 6 max. Guide svs., U/W cam., 1 trip daily, 
brunch served, cust. dv. pkgs. avail. Rec. by Undercurrent 3/82. 


CAPT. CORKY’S DIVERS’ WORLD of Key Largo, Inc. 305/451-3200 
P.O. Box 1663, Key Largo, FL 33037 MM 99.5 U.S. 1 past Wendy's 
Bahamas/Pennekamp, U/W video rental, snkl. w/dolphins, PADI instr., 
grp. rates, dive, snki., sail, shell collect, spearfish. Best pkg. rates! 


CAPT. CRAIG’S CHARTERS 305/451-0128 
47 Shoreland Dr., Key Largo, FL 33037 (MM 103)(Hideout Restnt.) 
Specializing in Treasure Diving. Pennekamp diving. 

Live-aboard vessel, pick up and deliver at Miami Airport. 


CAPT. GREG'S SCUBA-DO 305/451-3446 
P.O. Box 2237, Key Largo, FL 33037 MM 100 @ 100 Marina 

Dive Pennekamp, 34’ Boat, 6 max. No crowds. Personal 

Service. Combin. Dive & Fish Trips Avail. Pkg. Rates. 


CAPT. SLATE’S ATLANTIS DIVE CENTER 800/331-DIVE 
51 Garden Cove Dr., Key Largo, FL 33037 MM 106.5 305/451-1325 
Dive Pennekamp on 1 of 4 cust. boats. NAUI, YMCA, PADI, CMAS. 
Instr., air & rentals., grp. & multi-dive disc. pkgs., gifts. 

CORAL LAGOON RESORT AT THE DIVING SITE 305/289-0121 
Middle Keys, MM 53, 12399 Overseas Hwy., Marathon, FL 33050 
Waterfront efficiency cottages, dockage, pool, tennis, bikes. 

PADI dive shop, lessons, 3 boats, groups, spring/fall dive pkgs. 





DIVE KEY WEST 305/296-3661 
“Carol J”, P.O. Box 2842, Key West, FL 33045 

Disc. room pkg. & grp. rates. Max. 6 divers. 

Lobster diving & spearfishing, rentals & air. 

FLORIDA KEYS DIVE CENTER 305/852-4599 


P.O. Box 391, Tavernier, FL 33070 6 pass. dive boats. 
5-STAR facility & dive charters, 4 day instr. & specialties. 
Reefs, wrecks, spearfish, Pennekamp & more. 


GOLDEN KEY MOTEL 

U.S. Rt. 1, P.O. Box 710, Islamorada, FL 33036 MM 81 
Free dockage & boat ramp, waterfront cottage, 

rooms with stove & refrigerator, picnic & barbeque area. 


HALL’S DIVING CENTER & RESORT 800/331-4255 
1688 Overseas Hwy., Marathon, Fla. Keys 33050(in FL) 305/743-5929 
Beautiful reef & wreck diving trips-Largest store & instruction. 

facility in the Keys—motel/condo diving packages arranged. 


HAWK’S CAY RESORT & MARINA US 800/327-7775 
MM 61, Marathon, FL 33050 FL 800/432-2242 
Tennis, pools, jacuzzis, reef trips, PADI. 305/743-7000 
Custom-built dive boats, air/equip. rental, instr, pkg. rates. 


HOLIDAY ISLE DIVE CENTER 305/664-4145 
P.O. Box 482, Islamorada, FL 33036 MM 84.5 FL 800/432-2875 
All new “Wreck Diving” US 800/327-7070 
All new 22 passenger dive boat. 


KELLY’S MOTEL and MARINA 

P.O. Box 75, Key Largo, FL 33037 (MM 104.5) 
1 mi. from John Pennekamp. In heart of dvg. dist. Dv. pkgs. avail. 
On the water/jacuzzi/bbq area/boat ramp/swim/fish/dock/cable/HBO. 


KEY LARGO—From Studio apt. to 3 bedroom 2% bath apt. 
Tennis, pool, dockage. Close to all dive shops & boat 
rentals from $200 per week. 

Call 312/357-6285, 


305/664-4418 


305/451-1622 








KEY LARGO BAYFRONT HOME—Dive/Snorkel/Sail 
P.O. Box 161414, Miami, FL 33116 

3 bedrooms/2 bath gorgeous, new lushly landscaped private home 
w/dock. Luxuriously furnished, fantastic rates—less than motel room. 


KEY LARGO CONDO 305/433-8073 
3 BR., 1% Bath, completely furnished. 305/546-2275 
Marina, saunas, tennis, pools, 2 mi. to Pennekamp Park. 

Great diving, fishing, sailing. Special summer rates. 


KEY LARGO CONDO/DIVE-FISHING 
P.O. Box 160057, Miami, FL 33116 
2 Bdrm./2 bath, on ocean within Pennekamp Park boundary, ramp, 
pool, marina facility, dock, tennis, best security. Weekly, monthly. 


KEY LARGO LUXURY CONDO 513/984-0866 
Oleinik, 8555 Blue Cut Lane, Cincinnati, OH 45243 

Luxuriously decorated, 2 bedroom, dock, pool, 

sauna, tennis. Minutes from best dive areas. 


KEY LARGO OCEANFRONT APTS. 305/852-5312 or 305/852-9383 
On the ocean: Molasses, French & Conch Reefs at your front door. 
Large lagoon, boat ramp, minutes to diving/fishing, 2 BR. apts., 
kitchens, all amenities. Weekend, week or monthly rental. 


KEY WEST DIVER INC.—CAPT. BILLY DEANS 305/294-0660 
c/o Reef Raiders Dive Shop, U.S. #1, Stock Isle, Key West, FL 
33040. Dive the Sambos, Ten Fathom Ledge, WWII wrecks, 

USS Wilkes-Barre. Every dive an adventure. 


LADY CYANA DIVERS 305/664-8717 
P.O. Box 1157, Islamorada, FL 33036 MM 85.9 800/221-8717 
26’, 40’ & 60’ dive boats. Reefs, galleons, wrecks & The ‘Eagle’. 
Complete pro shop, instruction, packages, photo center. 


LOOE KEY RESORT & MARINA 

P.O. Box 509, Ramrod Key, FL 33042 MM27'% 
40’ Glass Bottom Boat, Motel, Restaurant, Dive Shop, Dockage, 
Ramp, Pool, Tiki Bar, Diving Inst, Custom Dive & Snorkel Boats. 


LOOKOUT LODGE RESORT 301/474-6381 
Waterfront efficiencies, beach, boat ramp, docking. Dive 

packages. PADI OW/AOW. Rental tanks & Weight belts. 

MM 88 between Pennekamp and Islamorada. 


PENNEKAMP PARK CONCESSION 305/451-1621 
P.O. Box 1560, MM 102.5, Key Largo, FL 33037 FL 800/432-2871 
The only dive shop located directly in Pennekamp. 

Free brochure, send 50¢ for reef chart. 

PLANTATION KEY LARGO LUXURY CONDO 

c/o 195 N. Airport Rd., Tavernier, Florida 33070 
Beautiful 1 BR condo (sleeps 4) on bay. Has everything. 
Boat ramp & docks. $295/wk. May-Nov., $350/wk. Dec.-Apr. 


305/255-4556 


305/251-9568 


305/872-2215 


305/852-5748 


RENT 20’ FLORIDA KEYS DIVE BOAT 305/743-0391 
and stay aboard 46’ furnished houseboat, color TV, 

A/C, sleeps 6. Dive Pennekamp, Looe Key, 

Alligator Reef, crystal dive water. $795.00 week. 

ROCK REEF RESORT 305/852-2401 


P.O. Box 73, Key Largo, FL 33037 MM 98 
Divers’ Paradise, beach, jacuzzi, packages available, 
comfortable accommodations and comfortable prices. 


SEA DWELLERS SPORTS CENTER 

99850 Overseas Hwy., Key Largo, FL 33037 

Reef trips daily to Pennekamp Underwater State Park. 
Dive package with Key Largo Holiday Inn. 


SEAFARER RESORT MOTEL 

P.O. Box 185, Key Largo, FL 33037 MM 97.8 (Gulfside) 
“Fantasy Island” setting. Real, sandy beach & free paddleboat. 
Spotless rooms, effs. & apts. at best dollar value plus group rates! 


SEA HORSE MOTEL 305/743-6571 
7196 Overseas Highway, Marathon, FL 33051 

Budget or waterfront rooms or efficiencies, 300’ dockage 

ramp, pool, dive pkgs. Experience the American Caribbean. 


SEA TRAIL MOTEL 305/852-8001 
Rt. 5, P.O. Box 91, Key Largo, FL 33037 MM 98.5 

Cable TV, air-conditioned, 

refrigerator, budget rates. 


STEPHEN FRINK PHOTOGRAPHIC, INC. 

P.O. Box 2720, Key Largo, FL 33037 MM 102.5 
Photo Tours, Instruction, Processing, 

Camera Rentals, Stock Photos, U/W Video. 


THE DIVING SITE, INC. US 800/634-3935; FL 800/821-9155 
12399 Overseas Hwy., Marathon, FL 33050 MM 53.5 

16 & 30 pass. dive boats. Daily reef trips. 305/289-1021 
Charters & group rates, PADI lessons, sales, repairs, dive pkgs. 
TRIANGLE WATERSPORTS, INC. 305/745-BOAT 
Rt. 2, P.O. Box 617, Summerland, FL 33042 305/745-2628 
Cust. dv./snork. trips to Looe Key/unique Lower Key reef sites/back 
cntry expirng. Spearfish/lobster/fish/sail. Avail. aboard 3 cust. boats. 
TWIN HARBORS 305/451-1751 
103800 Overseas Highway, Key Largo, FL 33037 

Motel, Marina, Camping. Dive John Pennekamp State Park. Fishing 

at its best. Boat Rntls. Ask for Pkg. Tours. 100% Satisfaction. 


GEORGIA 
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DIVERS SUPPLY 912/474-6790 
5208 Mercer Univ. Dr., Macon, GA 31210 

PADI training facility, all major brands. 

Located at exit 2 on |-475. 


305/451-3640 
800/451-3640 


305/852-5349 


305/451-3737 
800/451-3737 


DIVING WORLD USA 

2945 Buford Hwy., Atlanta, GA 30329 

All brands, wholesale, retail, repair, rental, trips. 
YMCA, NAUI, PADI classes. 3 man chamber. 


HAWAII 
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AARON’S DIVE SHOP 808/262-2333 
602 Kailua Rd., Kailua, Oahu, HI 96734 808/261-1211 
Dive w/the best in HI. Daily dives, 4 day cert. Referrals. 

Rntls. complete w/cameras & scooters since '71. Write for info. 


404/634-4354 


ALOHA DIVE SHOP—KOKO MARINA 808/395-5922 
Koko Marina Shpg. Ctr., Honolulu, HI 96825 808/395-8882 
“Diving is fun” with Jackie and her friends. 

Scuba resort cert. boats, tours, sales, rental, all cert. 

AQUATIC CHARTERS OF MAUI 808/879-0976 
P.O. Box 1028, Puunene, Maui, HI 96784 808/874-0859 


Daily dv. Molokini send $29 U/W video of Maui dv. sites and 
Molokini Crater. VHS/Beta MC/Visa. PADI Instr. U/W video svs. 


AQUATICS KAUAI 808/822-9213 
733 Kuhio Hwy., Kapaa, H! 96746 

Full service, PADI, NAUI, SSI, U/W video taping & photo. 

Custom packages & tours aboard our 38’ Wilson. 


CENTRAL PACIFIC DIVERS 800/551-6767 
780 Front St., Lahaina, Maui, HI 96761 808/661-8718 
Maui’s most popular dive operator for over 15 years. 2 & 3 
tank dives. Two 43’ boats. Very experienced staff. Classes. 


DIVE KAUAI 808/822-0452 
976 Kuhio Hwy., Kapaa, Kauai, Hawaii 96746 

Kauai’s only PADI 5 Star, Largest sport & commer’! facil., Sales, 
rntls., free air, 2 day cert. sml. pers. chtrs., indv./grp. pkgs. 


DIVE MAKAI CHARTERS 808/329-2025 
P.O. Box 2955 S, Kailua-Kona, HI 96745 

Diving with a difference—we care! Write to Tom & Lisa. 

Rated Kona’s best every year since '76 by Undercurrent. 


DIVE MAUI INC. 808/667-2080 or 661-4363 
Lahaina Market Pl., Lahainaluna Rd., Lahaina, Maui, HI 96761 

36 Passenger boats daily to Lanai, Maui, Molokini. 

Instruction, open water check outs, photography. Pkgs. avail. 

ELITE DIVES HAWAII 808/396-8386 
Suite 158, 377 Keahole St. #6, Honolulu, HI 96825 

Deluxe Hanauma Bay charters: 30’ cst. boat, 6 max., 1 trip 

daily, equip. & trans., gourmet b’fst. & lunch, PADI instr. 


FATHOM FIVE DIVERS/KAUAI 800/422-DIVE 
P.O. Box 907, Koloa, Kauai, HI 96756 808/742-6991 
Specializing in small personal charters, daily trips. 

NAUI and PADI instruction, air, rentals, photography. 

HAWAIIAN WATERCOLORS 808/879-3584 
P.O. Box 616, Kihei, Maui, HI 96753 

Experts in dive charters, U/W video, U/W photography. 

Contact Ed Robinson for information. 

KONA COAST DIVERS 808/329-8802 
75-5614 Palani Rd., Kailua-Kona, HI 96740 800/KOA-DIVE 
Hawaii's only Full On Service Facility. (for boat 
RATED #1 by the LOCALS, “Just ask anyone.” resv. only) 


LAHAINA DIVER’S INC. 

710 Front St, Lahaina, Maui, Hl 96761 
Daily trips aboard 2 fastest, most comfortable boats in 
Hawaii. Most personable staff. Maui’s only PADI 5 Star. 


LEEWARD DIVE CENTER 

85-979 Farrington Hwy., Waianae, HI 96792 

Full service dive center, NAUI, PADI. Daily charters to 
shipwrecks, lavatubes, ledge dive and over 50 different dive locations. 


LET’S GO SHORE DIVE’N 808/322-6490 
78-6842 Alii Drive #8-102, Kailua-Kona, Hawaii 96740 

Twice the fun, half the price! Economical dives mean more dives. 
Come as friends, leave as family! 


MAUI DIVE SHOP 

Azeka Place—Kihei & Lahaina Cannery—Lahaina 

2 Locations on Maui, 5 day class, beginners lessons. 
Sales, rentals, air, free dive map, PADI 5 Star. 


OCEAN ACTIVITIES CENTER 

3750 Wailea Alanui, D-2, Wailea, HI 96753 

Hawaii's only dive lodge: Hotel Lanai. 

Daily dives to Molokini, La Perousse, Kahoolawe, Lanai. 


OCEAN ADVENTURES, INC. 

98-406, Kam. Hwy., Pearl City, Hl 96782 
PADI 5 Star instructor development center, diver vehicles, tours, 
group pkgs., boat dives, cameras, 3/4 day certs. 


SANDWICH ISLE DIVERS 

76-6131 Plumeria Rd., Kailua-Kona, Hl 96740 
Daily boat charters, maximum 6 divers, night dives, PADI classes. 
Packages, combo fish/dive charters avail. Undercurrents choice. 


SEA DREAMS HAWAII 808/329-8744 
P.O. Box 4886, Kailua-Kona, HI 96745 808/322-6118 
Full day, 3 tank charters on fast new power catamaran for ex- 
perienced divers only, twice weekly. PADI instr., owner operator. 

SEA PARADISE, SCUBA 808/322-2500 
P.O. Box 5655, Kailua-Kona, HI 96745 

Kona’s best charter company. Explore reefs, lava tubes & archways. 
Our “pampered diver” service will spoil you forever. PADI & NAUI. 


800/367-8047 ext. 102 
808/667-7496 


808/696-3414 


808/879-3388 


808/879-4485 


808/487-9060 


808/329-9188 


SEA SAGE DIVING CENTER 808/822-3841 
4-1378 Kuhio Hwy., Kapaa, Kauai, HI 96746 

Safely serving Kauai since 1973. Complete pro facility. 

Boat/shore trips. Accommodation pkgs. available. 

SOUTH SEAS AQUATICS 808/538-3854 
1050 Ala Moana BI., Honolulu, HI 96814 808/538-3856 


Dive the Mahi, 165’ shipwreck and lava tubes! Daily boat charters. 
Full service pro dive store since 1961. Write for free brochure. 


THE DIVE SHOP OF KIHE! LTD. 808/879-5172 
1975 S. Kihei Rd. Kihei, Maui, HI 96753 

Daily Dive & Snorkel trips to Molokini Crater, 4-5 day 

Scuba Classes, Windsurfing, Sailing, rentals, full service. 


TOUR MASTER ASSOCIATES (Call Collect) 615/482-1645 
100 Caldwell Drive, Oak Ridge, TN 37830 

Individual & group packages—Maui, Kona, Kauai. Oceanfront condos/ 
boat & beach diving. Commission and tour leader allowances. 


WAIKIKI DIVING, INC. 808/922-7188 
420 Nahua St., Honolulu, Hl 96815 

Waikiki’s only pro dive shop. PADI & NAUI facility. 

Boat & beach dives, 3 day cert. charters, free brochure. 


ILLINOIS 


I..D. SCUBA SHOP, INC. 312/858-4485 
800 Roosevelt Rd., Bldg. D, Glen Ellyn, IL 60137 = 312/HOW-DIVE 
Multi-level training through instructor. Full lines and service, 

drive-up air station. SSI, NAUI, PADI, YMCA & Warranty, Travel. 

THE BLUE HOLE DIVE SHOP 309/676-1852 
4817 Farmington Rd., Peoria, IL 61604 

SSI, NAUI, PADI, YMCA & Warranty. Full lines & svs., multi-level 
trng. through instr., travel, air to 5,000 PS!, comm. dvg. & trng. 

THE GEAR BAG, INC. 312/637-FINS 
1605 N. Newland, Chicago, IL 60635 

Located at 6900 west on North Avenue. 

NAUI pro facility & PADI training facility. 


INDIANA 


SCUBA LAKE MICHIGAN CHARTERS 219/287-2223 
Capt. Ernie Piotrowski, 234 N. Albert St., S. Bend, IN 46619 

Dive aboard Sea Quest Il. Club/shop rates, rentals. 

Special Mon.-Fri. 5-tank charters, discount program. 


LOUISIANA 


SEA HORSE DIVING ACADEMY, INC. 

5400 Crowder Blvd., Unit “E”, New Orleans, LA 70127 
PADI 5 Star Instructor Development Center, quality 
instruction, equipment, service and dive travel. 


MAINE 


504/246-6523 


AQUA CITY SCUBA, INC. 207/873-0266 
11 Water St., Waterville, ME 04901 
Sales, in-shop repair service, rentals, NAUI & PADI 


training facility. Central Maine’s largest dive shop. 


CAMP WEKEELA FOR BOYS/GIRLS: Canton, Maine 614/235-3177 
130 S. Merkle Rd., Columbus, OH 43209 Contact: Eric/Lauren 
Scoblionka. Seeking spectacular dynamos June 19-Aug. 22 for 
SCUBA waterfront position. PADI Cert., experience preferred. 


SCUBA INSTRUCTOR NEEDED 401/421-5675 
Camp Samoset, 140 Waterman St., Providence, RI 02906 

Maine boys summer camp seeks Cert. Instructor. Beautiful lake & 
near ocean. June 18-Aug. 20. Excellent salary & room/board/travel. 


TOMMY’S DIVE SHOP 207/772-5357 
273 Congress St., Portland, ME 04101 

North East’s largest, known coast to coast, disc. of 25-50% off 
everyday. Wreck charters, cut this ad out for free airfill 


MARYLAND 


BETHANY WATER SPORTS 

3220 Corporate Ct., Ste. G, Ellicott City, MD 21043 
The complete, professional diving center. Authorized Scubapro 
dealer. Instruction by certified professionals. 


301/461-DIVE 


DIVERS DEN, INC. 301/668-6866 
8105 Harford Rd., Baltimore, MD 21234 

Maryland’s oldest professional dive shop. 

Large enough to serve you-Small enough to know you. 

PARKS DIVING SUPPLY 301/655-8744 


8027 Liberty Road, Baltimore, MD 21207 

New Program: COMMERCIAL DIVING APPRENTICESHIP $200.00 
Send today for free no obligation brochure. 
TIDEWATER AQUATICS 

1315 Forest Dr., P.O. Box 3361, Annapolis, MD 21403 
Full service dive store & authorized Scubapro dealer. 
Ocean City, MD wreck diving charter service. 


301/268-1992 
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AQUARIUS DIVING CENTER, INC. 617/759-DIVE 
3239 Cranberry Hwy., Buzzards Bay, MA 02532 

Authorized Scubapro dealer. PADI instruction. 

Air, sales, full service, rental, dive travel. 

CAPE COD DIVERS, INC. 617/432-9035 


815 Main St., Harwich Port, MA 02646 MA 800/DIVING-1 
Sales, service, air, professional instruction. Open year-round. 
2 USCG approved diveboats and captains. 


FALL RIVER MARINE SPORTS 

122 Plymouth Ave., Fall River, MA 02721 

Monthly scuba classes. PADI—NAUI. 

Professional sales & service. Air station & rentals. 


MERRIMACK AQUATICS 

171 Merrimack St. Route 110, Methuen, MA 01844 
(Exit 46 off Route 495) Full service store. Authorized 
Scubapro dealer. 

NORTHEAST SCUBA 

125 Liberty St, Danvers, MA 01923 

Scuba instruction, sales, air station, photo courses. Hydro test, 
regulator repairs, rentals, boat charters. Int'l Dive Travel. 


617/673-9667 


617/688-6566 


617/777-DIVE 


eee ee 
DIVER’S DEN 313/693-9801 
604 S. Lapeer Rd., Lake Orion, MI 48035 

Sales, service, rentals, air, instruction. 

Great Lake Charter Specialists. 

SCUBA NORTH, INC. 616/947-2520 


13258 W. Bayshore Dr., Traverse City, MI 49684 
Year-round instruction, dive trips, local charters, 
rentals, repairs & hydro's, all major brands, pkg. prices. 


MINNESOTA 


THE SUPERIOR DIVER, INC. 218/728-5877 or 218/475-2550 
P.O. Box 388, Grand Portage, MN 55605 Ron & Jackie Polomski 
Lake Superior shipwreck diving charters in Isle Royale 

National Park aboard the ‘Superior Diver’ & ‘Royale Diver’. 


MISSOURI 


WEST END DIVING CENTERS, INC. 

11215 Natural Bridge Rd., Bridgeton, MO 63044 
11004 Manchester Rd., St. Louis, MO 63122 314-822-3005 
39 N. Allen, Bonne Terre, MO 63628 314/358-5000 


WEST END DIVING’S—BILLION GALLON LAKE RESORT 

at Bonne Terre Mine, Bonne Terre, MO 63628 Dive 
Fully illuminated underground lake, 1 hour from reservations 
St. Louis. 70 ft. visibility, 58° water temp. 314/731-5003 


NEW JERSEY 


CEDAR GROVE DIVERS SUPPLY 

492 Pompton Ave., Rd. 23, Cedar Grove, NJ 07009 
National certified instruction, private or group lessons. 
Indoor heated pool, full service dive shop. 


DOSIL’S SPORTS CENTER 

261 Rt. 36, E. Keansburg, NJ 07734 

Central New Jersey’s largest dive store! Dive travel, 
rentals, 3,000 psi air, discount prices. 

EAST COAST DIVING SERVICE, INC. 

Spring Valley & Texas Rds., Morganville, NJ 07751 
NJ’s 1st PADI “5” Star training & travel facility. Sales, repairs, 
air, rentals, trips, full photo. Just off Rts. 9 & 18. 


314/731-5003 


201/857-1748 


201/787-0508 


201/591-9374 


MARLIN SCUBA SHOP 201/327-6000 
506 Rt. 17, Ramsey, NJ 07446 

Full service PADI training facility. 

Indoor heated pool, N.J. wreck dives, dive vacations. 

PRINCETON AQUA SPORTS 609/924-4240 


306 Alexander St. Princeton, NJ 08540 
PADI training facility. Full service dive, snow 
ski & windsurfing facilities. Diving vacations our specialty. 


SKI and SCUBA SPORTS, INCORPORATED 201/666-1323 
32 Westwood Ave., Westwood, NJ 07675. New Jersey's 

Premier Full Service Dive Shop. PADI, NAUI, SSI, CMAS, 

YMCA. Unique Celebrity Dive Vacations and Club Discounts. 


UNDERWATER DISCOVERY, INC. 201/270-9100 
2716 Rt. 37 East, Toms River, NJ 08753 

Come and see the professionals! 

Owned and operated by Commercial Divers. 

UNDERWATER SPORTS, INC. 201/843-3340 


Rt. 17 S., Rochelle Park, NJ 07662 
New Jersey’s oldest and largest pro dive shop est. 1955. 
Indoor heated pool, nat’l. certification, travel, all srvcs. 
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WHITEHOUSE AQUATIC CENTER 201/534-4090 
Box 97-C, Hwy. #22 West, Whitehouse Station, NJ 08889 

Equipment Sales, Service, Rentals, Air. 

Private and Group Lessons, Dive Vacations, Wreck Dives. 


NEW YORK 


AA AQUA-LUNG CENTER, RICHARDS 

233 W. 42nd St. Times Square, New York, NY 10036 
Export agent for all major brands. Dive, surf, swim. 
Largest all year-round dive shop. Will not be undersold. 


ALLEN SPORTS DIVE CENTER 

249 North Ave., New Rochelle, NY 10801 

Air, mtls., instr., repairs, hydro, V.I.P., fishing equip. 
7 days—Every major prof. dive manuf. discounted. Our 65th year. 


AQUA CRAZY HARVEY 718/743-0054 
3179 Emmons Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11235 

At Sheepshead Bay. Instant refills. Hydro-VIP. 

Major brands, big discounts. Since 1953. 


CENTRAL SKINDIVERS DISCOUNT CENTERS 

2608 Merrick Rd., Bellmore, NY (indoor pool) 

160-09 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica, NY (our 35th year) 
Discount equipment & lessons, refills, rentals, repairs. 


EAST COAST DIVING, INC. 

1500 Hylan Blvd., Staten Island, NY 10305 

PADI 5 star facility, Superior Instruction & Equipment. 
Personal Dive Trip Planning & Local Wreck Charters. 


ISLAND SCUBA CENTERS, INC. 

74 Woodcleft Ave., Freeport, NY 11520 

Sales, air, rentals, repairs, waterfront store, travel. 
Instruction, photo equip., rentals, Club Aquarius. 


KINGS COUNTY DIVERS CORP. 
2417 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11229 
Authorized Scubapro dealer. 
Brooklyn's full service pro shop. 


NIAGARA SCUBA SPORTS 716/875-6528 
2048 Niagara St. (near |-190 & Hertel), Buffalo, NY 14207 

Western New York’s full service pro dive shop. 

PADI 5 Star facility. Scubapro & other major brands. 
PAN AQUA DIVING 

166 W. 75th St, New York, NY 10023 

On-site air, equipment, rentals, repair—7 days a week. 
NAUI, PADI, YMCA: Basic-Instructor. Local, group trips & travel. 


212/947-5018 


914/235-3430 


Open 7 Days 
516/826-8888 
718/739-5772 


718/979-6056 


516/546-2030 


718/648-4232 


718/934-4153 


212/496-2267 


PARAGON SPORTS 212/255-8036 
18th Street & Broadway, Manhattan, NY 10003 

GSD—Sherwood—U.S. Divers. 
Poseidon—Henderson—Zeagle—Ikelite—Heuer. 

SEA HUNTER WRECK DIVING 516/759-0650 


P.O. Box 252, Sea Cliff, NY 11579 
Diving 7 days a week, May through October. For a free 
schedule, send a stamped self-addressed envelope. 


THE WESTCHESTER DIVE CENTERS, INC. 914/937-2685 
62 Westchester Ave., Port Chester, NY 10573 
Northern Division, Mahopac, NY 10541 914/628-1386 


Area's most comprehensive year-round scuba school. 


ZODIAC WATCH CO.—FACTORY DIVE WATCH REPAIR CENTER 
516 5th Ave., Rm. 303, New York, NY 10036 212/869-8999 
Rolex & all brands repaired & pressure tested. Heuer authorized 
sales and service. Huge discounts. Ron Gordon proprietor. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


ATLANTIC DIVERS INCORPORATED 919/441-1114 
6912 S. Croatan Hwy., P.O. Box 1091, Nags Head, NC 27959 

PADI 5 Star Training Facility. 

Specialists in Diver Education, Trips, Sales & Service. 


EASY STEP CHARTERS/EJW SPORT SHOP 919/247-4725 
2204 Arendall St., Morehead City, NC 28557 919/726-2311 
Air, Rntls., Repairs, Hydros. Daily walk on charters and grp. rates. 
Wreck, deep, boat, Search & Recovery, night specialty courses. 


NAGS HEAD PRO DIVE CENTER 919/441-7594 
P.O. Box 665, Nags Head, NC 27959 

Wreck U-85, schooners, WWII freighters, tankers, aboard Sea Fox. 
50’ custom boat, PADI instr., sales, svs., rntls., air, 5,000 psi. 
OLYMPUS SPORTS INC. 919/726-9432 
P.O. Box 486, Morehead City, North Carolina 28557 

Dive the clear warm water of NC on area’s finest dive boat. 

Groups up to 26 or individual walk-ons. 


OHIO 
| Sapg Tilia rn eae eee 
LONG LAKE SCUBA 419/331-3483 
3160 Long Rd., Lima, OH 45807 
Sales, service. 
M-F 12:00 - 7:00, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 12-4. 


PENNSYLVANIA 


DON COOK’S SCUBA EQUIPMENT 

940 Market St., Williamsport, PA 17701 

Air, certified instruction, PADI, sales, service. 

PADI training facility, pro dive shop. Closed Wednesday. 


DUDAS’ DIVING DUDS 

101 Bartrams Lane, West Chester, PA 19382 
Full service NAUI pro facility. PA’s largest selection of wet 

& dry suits. Full line of photo equip. Wreck & southern dive trips. 


HARRISBURG SCUBA CENTER, INC. 717/561-0517 
991-A Peiffers Lane, Harrisburg, PA 17109 

5 PADI certified instructors, sales, service, rentals, air, dive 

trips. PADI training facility. Weekdays 6 PM-9 PM, Sat. 9-5. 


JOLLY ROGER DIVE SHOP, INC. 717/866-5535 
Rd. #1, Millardsville Rd., Richland, PA 17087-0250 

Full service, Air, Sales, Trips, Rentals. 

Certified Inst. diving at shop location. 


PITTSBURGH SCUBA 

314 North Craig St., Pittsburgh (Oakland), PA 15213 
Equip. sales, rntls., repairs, air, trav., instr. at all levels. 
Full service PADI Training Facility. Wkdys. 10 AM-7 PM, Sat. 10-5. 


SMOKEY’S DIVER’S DEN 717/393-5333 
412 N. Duke St., Lancaster, PA 17602 

Certified instruction, rentals, sales, service. U/W films 3 

videotapes. Programs for schools, clubs & organizations. 


RHODE ISLAND 


DIVERS WORLD (DIV. OF ALPINE) 401/849-3330 
754 Main St., E. Greenwich, Rl; 100 Main St., Westerly, RI & 
Bellevue Plaza, Newport, RI. Comp. sls. & svs. Disc. prices, 

all top brands. Low rates on lessons. Ri’s most comp. dv. shop. 
VIKING DIVE SHOP 401/847-4179 
124 E. Main Rd., Newport, RI 02840; Rt. 138 

Air, sales, rentals, repairs, hydros, instruction. Wet and 

dry suits repaired and altered. Serving divers over 21 yrs. 


TENNESSEE 


SKI/SCUBA CENTER, INC. 615/523-9177 or 615/673-8733 
2543 Sutherland Ave., Knoxville, TN 37919 

Air, rmtl., rpr., trning., trips. Scubapro, U.S.D., Seatec, Fathom. 
Mon.-Sat. 10-6 full service snow ski area. PAD! Training Facility. 


717/326-2091 


215/436-0176 


412/621-9900 


TEXAS 
An a TT aT 
AQUAVENTURES-HOUSTON US 1-800/468-6224 


1614 Gessner Dr., Houston, TX 77080 TX 713/468-6211 
Our 10th year! PADI 5 Star Instructor Development Center. Sport 
& Commercial Students Welcome! Friendly Sales, Travel, & Svs. 


ARLINGTON SCUBA CENTER, INC. 817/265-6712 
2414 W. Park Row Dr., Arlington, TX 76013 

PADI 5 Star training, air, sales, rental, repair, trips. 
Most complete pro service in North Texas. 
SCUBA AIR COMPRESSOR SERVICE, INC. 

14055 Proton Rd., Dallas, TX 75244 

New/used high PSI compressors. 

Sales, service, overhaul, parts, rentals. 


W.W. DIVING COMPANY 713/540-1616 
1420 FM 1960 Bypass, East Humble, Texas 77338 

Full service dive shop specializing in repair. 

NAUI and SSI training facilities. Trips available. 

SEA VENTURES, INC. 703/425-7676 


Pickett Shopping Center, 9444 Main St., Fairfax, VA 22031 
Northern VA’s complete dive shop. Open daily. 
Trips, instruction, sales, rentals, repairs. NAUI, YMCA, & PADI. 


“THE” DIVE SHOP 703/698-7220 
2841 Rogers Dr., Falls Church, VA 22042 

PADI 5 Star INSTRUCTOR DEVELOPMENT CENTER, 

full service serving Washington, D.C. metro area. 

THE WET ONES, INC. 703/938-1111 


163 Glyndon St., Vienna, VA 22180 
N. VA's oldest PADI 5 Star facility, instr. all levels, 
sales & service, grp. & indiv. trips, photography. 


WEST VIRGINIA 


HUNTINGTON SPORT & COMMERCIAL DIVING CENTER 


3234 Woodland Drive, Huntington, WV 25705 304/529-6622 
Largest shop in West Virginia. 
Ask for Charley. 304/736-3861 


WISCONSIN 








3 LITTLE DEVILS SCUBA SHOP 608/356-5866 
Rt. 4, Hwy. 123, Baraboo, WI 53913 800/356-9016 & 9017 
North entrance to Devil’s Lake State Park. PADI 5 Star Instructor 
facility, Lake Superior & West Palm Beach charter boat. 


CANADA 


A.B. DIVERS WORLD 604/732-1344 
1523 W. 3rd Avenue, Vancouver, B.C. V6J 1J8 

Full service, suits made on premises. 

Charters Aboard M.V. Oceaner, Explore, Photo, Wreck. 

BEACH GARDENS DIVING RESORT LTD. 604/485-6267 


7074 Westminster Ave., Powell River, B.C., Canada V8A 1C5 
Dive the Emerald Sea with Jim Willoughby—Diving Director. 
Charter boats, group rates, air, U/W guides. 


AUSTRALIA 


AQUARIUS DIVE TRAVEL AUSTRALIA Ph.: Int. + (03) 25 8863 
40-42 Taylor St., Ashburton, Vic 3147, Australia, Tx: 35411 
Agents—Barrier Reef dive boats, islands; other Aussie sites. 

Also New Guinea, Solomons, Vanuatu, Fiji. Contact for details. 


AUSTRALIA-BARRIER REEF & CORAL SEA Ph:: Int. +61-77-723022 
Mike Ball Watersports, 252 Walker St., Townsville, QLD. 4810 

Best dive value, incredible Yongala Wreck. Dive training centre. Free 
info booklet. Write, phone or Tlx: 47320 Today! 


CORAL SEA DIVING SERVICES Ph. Int. +61-70-985254 
The Pier (P.O. Box 122), Port Douglas, QLD. 4871 Tix: AA46118 
Best Tropical Diving on the true Outer Great Barrier Reef. 

New 58’ Custom Dive Boat (26 knots +). Pro facil. exc. dive pkgs. 


DIVE AUSTRALIA/PAPUA NEW GUINEA 415/434-3400 
Reef Explorer, Auriga Bay, Scheherazade, Water- 

Sport, Divemaster, Challenger; Plus Island Resorts! 

50 Francisco St, 205A, San Francisco, CA 94133. 


GREAT BARRIER REEF AND CORAL SEA +61-70-514055 
Going Places, 26 Abbott St. Cairns, Qld. 4870 Tix: AA48338 
Adventure travel specialists to Australia & New Guinea. Over 

20 dive boats & island dives from day trips to extended charters. 


M.V. BALI-HAI II Ph.: 011 61 070 545545 
P.O. Box 692, Cairns, Nth. Qld., Australia 4870 

Dive Cod Hole, Ribbon Reef, Lizard Is., 150 mi. of outer reef. 

7 & 10 day sched. depart., for indiv., groups & spcl. chtr. 


PERTH DIVING ACADEMY (09) 344-7844 
281 Wanneroo Rd., Nollamara, Western Australia 

Dive trips to Rottnest Is., FAUI Inst. Sales, service 

and charters. Open 8:30-6:00 7 days a week. 


PRODIVE CAIRNS 07/519915 
P.O. Box 5551, Cairns, Aust. 4870 

2 70 ft. boats-o/n trips 3x/week to outer reefs. 

Barrier Reef Trip Specialists, PADI inst. & specialties. 


BAHAMAS 


CORAL HARBOR DIVERS 809/326-4171 “In Nassau” 809/327-7862 
P.O. Box SS 5635, Nassau, Bahamas 

Stage pass to underwater film. Famous movie sites and tongue 

of the ocean walls. Daily pick up from all hotels. 


FREEPORT/LUCAYA—WATER’S EDGE RESORT & MARINA 

Omni Solo Assoc., 53 Water St., S. Norwalk, CT 06854 203/852-9300 
Luxury Condos Fully Furnished w/Terraces. Discount on nearby 
UNEXSO rates—Studio—$300/wk., 1 BR-$400, 2 BR/2B-$500/wk. 


SMUGGLER’S REST DIVE RESORT 800/328-8029 ext. 246 
P.O. Box N-8050, Nassau, Bahamas 809/326-1143 
Discover southern New Providence diving. Wrecks, reefs, walls. Daily 
pick-ups from all hotels, 4 secluded waterside villas. 


UNDERWATER ADVENTURES—NASSAU 800/722-DIVE 303/699-9381 
Totally self-contained scuba resort. Private 303/888-DIVE 
villas, restaurants, etc. 3-7 Days dive/land pkgs. from $270 
up. Live-aboard dive boat up to 6 passengers, weekly trips. 


UNDERWATER EXPLORERS SOCIETY—UNEXSO (809) 373-1244 
P.O. Box F-2433, Freeport, Bahamas Toll Free 1-800-992-DIVE 
Famous facil, guided reef trips, instruction; FL (305) 761-7679 

group rates, 18’ deep tank, chamber, air. Great Packages! 


VALENTINE’S DIVE CENTER U.S. 502/897-6481 
P.O. Box 1, Harbour Island, Bahamas 

AM, PM, & Night Dives. All levels of instruction. Rentals. 

U/W Photography & Video, Individual & Group Packages. 

WALKER’S CAY HOTEL & MARINA, ABACO 800/327-3714 
700 S.W. 34th St, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33315 FL 800/432-2092 
Undiscovered & unspoiled! Virgin reefs, spectacular caves. 

Dive shop, boats, rental equipment, certification, great packages! 


BARBADOS 


DIVE BOAT SAFARI 809/429-8216; 809/427-4350; 800/445-8667 
Hilton International Barbados, Needhams Point, Barbados 

Diving school PADI & NAUI instr, sales, reef, wreck, night dives 
(Right at hotel) Full service operation, USA & CAN Hrs. 


PETER HUGHES U/W BARBADOS 800/367-3484; 607/277-3484 
Divi Southwinds Beach Hotel & Divi St. James Beach Resort. 

Peter Hughes Diving/Divi Hotels, 520 W. State St. Ithaca, NY 14850 
Cmpl. Dv. shop/xprt instr./Photo/cust. boats/vac. dv. pkgs. avail. 


SCUBA DIVE RENTALS RENTALS 809/426-6936 
Barbados Hilton Hotel (Arcade) Amer. Ex., Visa, M/C 
Air & rentals, 7 days a week, year-round, Sherwood sales & service. 
e.g.: Comp. equip. set, 24 hrs. $25 U.S., additional fill $2 U.S. 


THE DIVE SHOP LTD. 809/426-9947 
P.O. Box 44-B, St. Michael, Barbados, W.I, 

Daily dive trips. Reef, wrecks and artifact dives. 

Dive packages with accommodations. NAUI certification. 


BELIZE 


AMBERGRIS LODGE U.S. Tel: (816) 361-2345 
Ambergris Caye, Belize. P.O. Box 123, K.C., MO 64141 

Caribbean Sampler: 4 da-3 nt. full Amer. Plan w/airport trans.: 

$198 p.p. dbl. occ., group rates, diving and fishing options. 


OUT ISLAND DIVERS 800/826-9834; 303/449-8606 
Boulder Scuba Tours, 1737 15th St., Boulder, CO 80302 
Ambergris-based resort, dive safaris, live aboard, Blue Hole 

pkgs. on Reef Roamer Il, Celestial. Groups welcome! 

SAINT GEORGE’S LODGE, Box 625, Belize City  011-501-02-44190 
“the place to stay in Belize.” TX 214/341-5577; 800/631-0032 
“Surpasses Cayman” Undercurrent. CA 714/955-2774; 800/854-9303 
NAUI dream resort certifications. CA 800/262-6670; 800/821-6670 


VILLA AVENTURA—A DIVER’S VILLAGE AT CAYE CAULKER 


P.O. Box 2664, Evergreen, CO 80439. 303/674-9615 
Complete dive services and accommodations 
for groups and individuals. 800/538-6802 


BERMUDA 


SKINDIVING ADVENTURES 
P.O. Box 165, Southampton, Bermuda. 
PADI, NAUI, SSI Facilities. 
Wreck and reef dives, rentals, sales, instruction, Nikonos. 


SOUTH SIDE SCUBA LTD. 809/298-1833 
Box HM 1606, Hamilton, Bermuda HMGX 809/293-2915 
2 Locations, 2 Custom Dive Boats, 2 Tank Dives, 
Night Dives, Experienced Divers/Beginners/Photo. 


BONAIRE 


BONAIRE—BACHELOR’S BEACH APARTMENTS 202/338-0690 
Enjoy beauty above and below water from our private patio 

pier. Dive in luxury yet inexpensively. Furnished 1 & 2 BR w/ac. 

c/o 4622 Charleston Terr., N.W., Washington, DC 20007. 


BONAIRE BEACH BUNGALOWS 717/586-9230 
P.O. Box 264, Waverly, PA 18471 

Luxurious 2 BR villas, A/C, kit, fully equipped, diving, 3 min. 

from downtown, 15 feet from ocean, total privacy, reasonable rates. 


BONAIRE CLUB FLAMINGO. New/Marn./Best on isInd. 212/734-2421 
Eff. apts. sleeps 4, w/maid service. $450/week. Disc. air $419. 

A Peter Hughes Dive Operation. Further discounts for groups. 
Michael Reed, 300 E. 71st St, #14M, New York, NY 10021. 


BONAIRE—OCEANFRONT HOUSE FOR RENT 914/271-4649 
Beautiful 3 BR on Caribbean, $1200/wk. high season; $800 low. 

Dive packages w/Bruce Bowker or Peter Hughes. Also discount air. 
Ed Fladung, 7 King St., Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520 


Bruce Bowker's CARIB INN 

P.O. Box 68, Bonaire, Netherlands Antilles 

Largest selection of sites, reef trips, air, sales, rentals, 
full SCUBA instruction, Spacious rooms, ocean view, a/c, pool. 


PETER HUGHES DIVE BONAIRE 800/367-3484, 607/277-3484 
Divi Flamingo Beach Hotel & Casino—Peter Hughes Diving/ 

Divi Hotels, 520 W. State St., Ithaca, NY 14850. World’s premier dive 
operation. Instr./2 dive piers/compl. photo/10 dive boats. 


SAND DOLLAR DIVE & PHOTO 609/298-3844 
c/o 50 Georgetown Rd., Bordentown, NJ 08505 

Full service dive & photo with Andre Nahr. U/W video, 

beachfront unit, full kitchen, A/C PADI Instruction. 

SOROBON BEACH RESORT 011-599-7-8080 
P.O. Box 14, Bonaire, Netherlands Antilles Tix.: 1200 inpo 
Cottages on private nude beach, restaurant, windsurfing, sailing. 
Studios, one-bedroom units, dive packs from $135.00. 

TOUCH THE SEA with DEE SCARR 011-599-7-8529 
c/o Touch the Sea, P.O. Box 369, Bonaire, Netherlands Antilles 
Personalized dive guiding, marine creatures, photos, much more. 
Reservations recommended. (Closed July thru October). 


BRAZIL 


809/294-1034 


011-599-7-8819 


KARIMAR—DIVE BRASIL 

R. Amador Bueno, 73, Santos, Sao Paulo, Brazil 
Sales, rentals, service, air, professional instruction 
Specialist in weekend dive trips to Sao Paulo area islands. 


(0132) 34-6929 
Tix: 1124789 


BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS 


AQUATIC CENTRES (DIV. OF BASKIN IN THE SUN) 800/345-6296 
P.O. Box 108, Tortola, B.V.I. Alan Baskin & Eva Cope 809/494-2858 
PADI Trng. Facil, Hotels-Prospect Reef, Treasure Isle & Peter Isld. 
Prsni. svs. designed to spoil you... FANTASTIC! (Rhone & Reefs) 


BLUE WATER DIVERS 809/494-2847 
P.O. Box 437, Road Town, Tortola, B.V.I. 

Mike & Keith Royle—PADI Instructors. Dive tours, 

intro courses, rentals, air fills, equipment rentals. 

KILBRIDES UNDERWATER TOURS 809/494-2746 


P.O. Box 40, Dept. SDM, Virgin Gorda, British Virgin Islands 
Daily dive tours and resort courses. Wrecks of Anegada. 
Bert, Jim & Gary Kilbride. PADI training facilities. 


UNDERWATER SAFARIS 809/494-3235 
P.O. Box 139, Tortola, B.V.I. 800/535-7289 
Rhone and reef dives daily, PADI training facility, 809/494-3965 
sales, rental, photo center, hotel dive/sail packages. 

VIRGIN ISLAND SAILING LTD. 800/648-3393 800/448-8866 
P.O. Box 146, Road Town, Tortola, B.V.I. 809/494-2774 


Sail & dive pkgs. aboard pvt. motor & sailing yachts. Taking 
2-18 guests. Scuba, sail, surf, ski in unspoiled waters. 


CARIBBEAN 


AQUARIUM DIVE RESORT (811) 6649 or 6378 
P.O. Box 1692, San Andres Isla, Colombia TIx: 40126 
Guided U/W tours, air, rentals, instruction. 

PADI, CMAS, FEDECAS. Pablo Montoya, Diving Operator. 


DIVE AID—UNIQUE FIRST AID KIT 512/357-6632 
Be prepared... emergency care for Caribbean divers! 

Treatment for contact with venomous marine life: 

Fire Corals, Jellyfish, Anemones, Urchins, Fireworms, etc. 

DIVER’S DEN DOMINICANO 809/529-4459 


P.O. Box 687, San Pedro de Macoris, Dominican Republic 
PADI Training Facility, daily guided U/W tours, sales, service, 
air, photo, rentals, bed & breakfast packages available. 


KALIKO Dive Center & Beach Club, Box 58, Port-Au-Prince, Haiti 
Discover our Magic Isle below and above water. Dec.-Apr. 4 days. 
unlimited boat diving, 2 meals, $324 PP. dbl. occ. After April 15 
$269. Tel: 2-6530, US 800/423-6671, IL 312/519-9800 COLLECT. 


TOBAGO SCUBA LTD. (809) 639-4360 
Jane Boyle, Speyside, Tobago Rep. Trinidad & Tobago 

Guides to exciting drifts or leisurely photo dives 

from boat. NAUI, CMAS. Exceptional U/W diversity. 


CAYMAN ISLANDS 


BRAC REEF BEACH RESORT—CAYMAN BRAC 
Brac Aquatics, Ltd. 

5920 Rodman St., Hollywood, FL 33023 

3 tank dives, Little Cayman trips. 


BUCCANEERS’ INN 

P.O. Box 68, Cayman Brac, Cayman Islands, B.W.I. 
Daily boat dives, only hotel with 

shore diving, group specials. 


CAYMAN DIVING LODGE 

P.O. Box 11, East End, Grand Cayman, B.W.I. 
The perfect alternative to Seven Mile Beach for wilderness 
diving walls, wrecks and reefs—Call DIRECT. 


CAYMAN ISLANDER HOTEL—GRAND CAYMAN — USA 800/922-7555 
Bob Soto’s Diving Ltd. Local 305/981-7555; FLA 800/423-7555 
§821 Hollywood Blvd., Suite 203, Hollywood, FL 33021 

Wall, reefs and wreck diving package available. 


CAYMAN RENT-A-VILLAS/RIVERS SPORT DIV. LTD. 809/947-4144 
P.O. Box 681, Grand Cayman, B.W.I. Dive from the comfort of a 
private home, condo, or hotel of your choice. 1 wk. dive pkg. from 
US $365 p.p. Small dive grps. aboard Blue Horizon, 34 ft. flattop. 


CRITTER CORRALER/Instr. known for handling sea critters, will 
share lux. acc. $600 Ci/wk. dbl. occ. Incl. prsni. U/W video, 2 
advan. cert., 2 guided nt. dvs. Video descr. $25 Cl. Compl. dv. svs. 
avail. Alan Kindree c/o Dive Shop, P.O. 746, Grand Cayman, BWI. 


DIVER’S WORLD, LTD. OF CAYMAN 809/949-8128 
Seven Mile Shopping Ctr, P.O. Box 917, Grand Cayman, B.W.1. 
Diving equipment & supplies, sales, service, repairs & rentals. 

PADI certification dives. U/W photo. Supplies & camera rntls. 


PETER HUGHES DIVE TIARA 800/367-3484; 607/277-3484 
Divi Tiara Beach Hotel, Cayman Brac—Peter Hughes Diving/ 

Divi Hotels, 520 W. State St, Ithaca, NY 14850. Secluded. Modern 
facil./Instr./Cust. dv. boats/personalized svs. All-inclusive pkgs. 


PIRATES POINT RESORT, Little Cayman, B.W.I. 

New ownership, gourmet chef, new boats and equipment. 
All inclusive pkg., unlimited dvg. $145/day p.p./dbl. occ. 
U/W videos. Direct booking, 809/948-4210. 


SAM McCOY’S—Little Cayman 

Fully A/C rooms, 3 meals daily—$125/day. 
Virgin reefs, wrecks and the finest 

shelf diving in the world. 


800/233-8880 
800/327-3835 


1-(809) 94-87257 


(800) 262-7686 


800/843-2177 
412/834-4064 
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scuba safari... $399/wk. pkg.: dvg./accom.; 20% off for small grps. 
specializing in private diving to your request & video portraiture. 

for sale: THE CAYMAN ADVENTURE 80 min. video. MC/Visa. 

p.o. box 2029, grand cayman, bwi or call 809/94-93742. 


FAR PACIFIC 


BANDO SPORTS—NAUI PRO FACILITY 752-1424 
46-27 Nam Chang 3KA, Jung Ku, Seoul, Korea 

Basic thru NAUI Instructor train’ course. 

Name brand eq., sales, air, services, tours, rentals. 


DIVE PHILIPPINES, THAILAND, MALAYSIA 
Superb live-aboard dive cruises; 2-20 divers. 

U.S. agent for local dive operators. 

50 Francisco St., 205A, San Francisco, CA 94133. 


MACK’S DIVING OF JAPAN 

2-18-34 Nishiki, Naka, Nagoya 460, Japan 

Full service diving system, U/W photo specialist. 
PADI training facility. Pool/shop. 


SEA TOPIA PRO DIVING CENTER, INC. 

593 Isa, Ginowan City, Okinawa, Japan 
Custom made wet suits, PADI instruction. 
Sales, repair, 3,000 psi air station, indoor pool. 


FlJl 


AQUA-TREK OCEAN SPORTS Adventures 800/227-8747 Outsd CA 
P.O. Box 697, Moss Beach, CA 94038 (800) 228-8747 In Calif. 
Dive Fiji—Largest selection of Tours available. PADI Facilities. 
Travel Agents, Dive Shop and Single Diver Tours. Group Discounts. 


BEQA DIVERS FiJl Tel: 361088 or 361241 
GPO Box 777, Suva, Fiji. Tix. FJ2430. Cables DIVEFIJI 

Daytrips to many famous sites on new catamaran. Choose 

hotel, villas, apartments or dorm. PADI Training Fac. 


FiJl DIVING SPECIALISTS 800/247-3483 
Groups/individuals, 13 yrs. exp. 206/441-3483 
U.S. office for Taveuni, Maravu, Qamea, Namale & More. 

170 Denny Way Seattle, WA 98109 


WATERSPORTS 808/661-4363 
P.O. Box 1656, Lahaina, HI 96767 

Fiji/Maui 10 Day Pkg. 12 Dives Including Air From W. Coast, 

Hotels, Diving. All The Best Spots. Checkouts & Certifications. 


GREAT BRITAIN 


SCAPA FLOW—Dive Away, Inc. 

P.O. Box 6261, Plainfield, NJ 07062-0261 
Dive WW | German Navy: 3 Battleships, 4 light battle cruisers. 
Hotel, dive boats, group tours arranged. 


SCILLY ISLES—Dive Away, Inc. 

P.O. Box 6261, Plainfield, NU 07062-0621 
Dive the Treasure Wrecks; H.M.S. Assoc., Hollandia, Princess- 
Maria. Guest house, dive boats, individ. & group tours arranged. 


HONDURAS BAY ISL. 


ANTHONY’S KEY RESORT—ROATAN BAY ISLANDS U.S.A. Exec. & 
Reserv. Office: Nat'l 800/227-DIVE FL 800/343-DIVE or 
1385 Coral Way, Ste. 302, Miami, FL 33145 305/858-DIVE 
The Western Caribbean’s most popular dive resort w/photo fac. 


BAY ISLANDS DIVE RESORTS 800/328-0734 
Go Diving: 715 Florida Ave. S, Minneapolis, MN 55426 

Dive packages to resorts in Roatan and Guanaja. 

Barrier reefs, walls, snorkeling, windsurfing, sailing. 


BEACH HOUSE RENTAL—ROATAN ISLAND 

660 Oak Shadow Drive, New Johnsonville, TN 37134 
Near Anthony's Key Resort. 2 BR dlx., maid, private bch., scuba, 
snorkel, 4 persons, $450/wk. Brochure, Rsvns. Video avail. 


COCO VIEW RESORT—ROATAN 800/282-8932 
P.O. Box 877, San Antonio, FL 34266 904/588-4131 
$550/7 nights. Unlimited wall diving guaranteed 365 days 

a year! All meals. Live aboard dive boat now available. 


ISLAND HOME...COME BE OUR GUEST (512) 863-9079 collect. 
Darrel & Marla Rea, 114 Oak Ridge Cir, Georgetown, TX 78628 

Our cay is a living reef. Sunken ship off dock. Unlimited 
dvs./personalized svs. Boats avail. $350/7 nights. ‘All meals. 

REEF HOUSE RESORT—ROATAN, HONDURAS 

P.O. Box 640399, Kenner, LA 70064 Toll free 800/341-1950 ext. 73 
Built on top of reef, intimate accom. up to 30, excellent food. 

7 days, meals, unltd. diving, fishing, sailing, boats, guides: $499. 

TOP DIVE INN of the SUN/POSADA DEL SOL Guanja, Bay Isl. 

P.O. Box 537, Boca Raton, FL 33429 800/642-3483; 305/994-6232 

A dive & fish paradise! $549 to $675 7 night packages 

includes 3 day/1 nt. dives/wk., meals, lodging & more!!! 


INDIAN OCEAN 


415/434-3400 


052-211-1772 


09889-2-5567 


201/757-6792 


201/757-6792 


615/535-2032 


152 SKIN DIVER MARCH 1987 


BALI-HOTEL BUALU NUSA DUA (HOTEL CLUB) (0361) 71310 
P.O. Box 217, Denpasar, Bali, Indonesia Tix: 35231 BUALU ND 
ist class resort, PADI instr., dive boat, shop, dive tours Bali 

All sport free 0.c. Tennis, horses, windsurf., sail, bicycles. 


JAKARTA DIVE SCHOOL & PRO SHOP 21-583051 x9008 
Jakarta Hilton Hotel, P.O. Box 3315, Indonesia 21-587981 x9010 
PADI training facility, sales of most major brands. Rentals, 
air/svs./repair. Resort & local trips. Tx: 46673/46698. 


MALDIVES DIVERS SERVICE 800/225-2380 
c/o Himalayan Travel, Inc., Box 481-SD, Greenwich, CT 06836 
Ultimate atoll/reef diving in an Indian Ocean paradise. 15 

days from $2395. incl. airfare ex NY. Free brochures & info. 


JAMAICA 


CLUB CARIBBEAN/SUNDIVERS 809/973-3507; 800/221-4588 
P.O. Box 65, Runaway Bay, Jamaica, West Indies 

Hotel cottages—Runaway Bay, Jamaica’s finest diving, 1,000 ft. bch. 
free skiing, windsurfing, sailing, snorkeling, glassbottom boat. 


NEGRIL SCUBA CENTRE 809/957-4323 
Negril Beach Club, Negril Jamaica West Indies 

Beginner lesson, dive packages, certification, camera rental. 

Beautiful, exciting daily dives with qualified instructor. 
SUNDIVERS, JAMAICA LIMITED 

P.O. Box 212, Runaway Bay, Jamaica, West Indies 
Jamaica’s only 5 Star PADI int’! training facility. 

Sales & svs., camera rentals, videos, resort dive pkgs. 


MEDITERRANEAN 


CYDIVE CYPRUS 61-34271 
1, Poseidon Ave., Kato Paphos, Cyprus Tix: 5337 CY 
PADI 5 Star IDC & BSAC Recog. courses to all levels. 

Dive trips. Hire. Sales. 

DIVEWISE SERVICES, LTD. Ph: 336441 
Dragonara Water Sport Centre, St. Julians, Malta 

The friendly dive company. Reliable and personalized. CMAS & PADI. 
Full beach club facility, sailing, windsurfing, etc. 


MEXICO 


809/973-2346 
809/973-3454 


AA1 SCUBA CANCUN 988/4-23-36 & 3-10-11 
P.O. Box 517, Cancun, Quintana Roo., Mexico 77500 

Ex com. & military diver—owner 30+ yrs. dvg. exp. NAUI, CMAS, 
PADI Master instr./intl. training facil. Tours, classes, referrals. 


AAA AQUA TOURS §2(988)30400 
P.O. Box 528, Cancun, Q. Roo, Mexico 77500 31137 or 30227 
DIVE MEXICAN CARIBBEAN. Daily trips ISLA MUJERES & 
COZUMEL. Instruction, rentals, packages and group rates. 


A COZUMEL CONNECTION 1-800/433-0099 
P.O. Box 890464, Houston, TX 77289 713/621-1596 
Direct link to Cozumel. Reliable. Daily fast boat dive 

trips. PADI & SSI cert. course. Full travel services. 


AKUMAL DIVE SHOP—4 Instructors PADI/NAUI/SSI certs & 
10 specialties. Full service center 13 years on the Mexican 
Caribbean. Rentals, photo, trips, snorkeling, fishing. 

Dick Blanchard, Postal 1345, Cancun, Q. Roo, Mexico 77500. 


AQUA SAFARI Since 1966 (987) 20101; (713) 448-3483 
P.O. Box 41, Cozumel, Mex. 77600 (800) 854-9334 
Custom 38' dive boats—private dock. 

Repair center—PADI International Training Facility. 


BAJA diving, FANTASIA DIVERS 800-336-DIVE; TX 713-558-9524 
Dive &/or hotel accommodations. Complete new watersport facility 
specializing in scuba, snorkel, fishing and sailing. Experienced 
PADI & NAUI Instructors. Call for brochures and reservations. 


BAJA EXPEDITIONS, INC. 619/297-0506 
P.O. Box 3725, San Diego, CA 92103 

Join us aboard the DON JOSE and BAJA EXPLORADOR for 

exciting Sea of Cortez Diving adventures. 


BAJA’S FINEST WATERSPORTS CENTERS/NAUI-PADI-YMCA-CMAS 
Cabo Acuadeportes S.A. de C.V. (684) 3-01-22 or 3-01-23 
P.O. Box 136, Cabo San Lucas, B.C.S., Mexico 

Rentals—Sales—3500 PSi—Instruction—Boat & Beach Dives. 


BOOK DIRECT WITH REPS 

Lowest cost dive packages. La Ceiba, La Perla, Barracuda, Galapago 
Inn & La Plaza hotels. 13 yrs. Cozumel exp. Full-time Cozumel 
on-site rep. USA office: Wash. 206/441-3483 or Nat'l 800/247-3483. 


CASA DEL MAR DE ZIHUATANEJO (743) 4-21-19 
Paseo del Pescador #20, Local 6, Zihuatanejo, Gro. 

Dive the Pacific in Ixtapa, Zihuatanejo. Full dvg. svs. Cert. 

instr, U/W photo., snorkeling, SCUBA lessons, air, rntl, spec. trips. 


CEDAM DIVE CENTER at AVENTURAS AKUMAL 800/468-6224 
Mexico’s only PADI Five Star Training Facility. Daily reef dives, 

PADI Certifications, Specialties, Cenotes, and Fun!! Mike & Kathy 
Madden/Apartado Postal 1341 Cancun, Q. Roo, Mexico 77500. 
CHICO’S DIVE SHOP Telephone 2-18-95, 2-16-63 
Paseo Diaz Ordaz 772, Puerto Vallarta, Jalisco, Mexico 

Call for reservations for large groups. 50 complete diving 

tours, instruction, rentals, sales, resort courses. 


CLUB AKUMAL CARIBE HOTEL US 800/351-1622 
P.O. Box 1976, El Paso, TX 79950 TX 915/584-3552 
PADI certs., uncrowded diving, bilingual dive pkg. w/meals, hotel 
incl. from $51.50/day/person, rentals, 60 miles south of Cancun. 


CLUB AKUMAL CARIBE—KAPAALUA DIVING CENTER—English, 
Spanish, German spoken. Dive pkg. w/meals & hotel incl. from 
$52.00/day/person. Equipment rentals, Deep Sea Fishing, Diving 
trips to Cozumel, Snorkeling Tours, Kayaks, Windsurfing. 


CLUB AKUMAL CARIBE—Paul Bush, founder—CEDAM International 
Headquarters since 1958. Best diving in Mexican Caribbean, 5 min. 
to 2nd largest Barrier Reef in the world. KAPAALUA DIVING CTR., 
hotel, real estate, condos, time sharing, excellent food. 


COZUMEL HOUSES FOR RENT 212/254-5623 
Luxury beach front house. Private beach. Maid/4 BR. Fully 

furnished and A/C. $1850/week Winter/Spring. $1250 Summer/ 

Fall. Houses in town from $300. 


COZUMEL/NEPTUNO DIVERS DIVE PACKAGE 212/254-5623 
From $300. Incl. 7 nts. House/w/car or hotel. For 2 tank boat. 
Dives. W. beach lunch. 1 nt. dive. Wts., bkpk. guide. Unlimited 
tanks. Free disco. CASA COZUMEL, 632 E. 14th St, NY, NY 10009. 


DIVE PARADISE-COZUMEL The Best There Is! 
Personal service like you never dreamed possible in Mexico. 

For a wealth of free info and reservations call our USA 

Office (206) 441-3483 or write 170 Denny Way, Seattle, WA 98109. 


DIVERS PARADISE. CLub Akumal Caribe. 312/438-8420 
Furnished bungalow, sleeps six. 20’ from beach. 

Maid service. Available December 14th thru December 28th, 1986. 

14 days $1,400.00. Sale also possible. 


FLASH CAMERA SHOP 

P.O. Box 268, Cozumel, Q. Roo, Mexico 77600 
Underwater cameras for rent. Film sales & processing 
service. Dive equip. for rent/sale. Weekly rates. 


GALAPAGO INN/SCUBA COZUMEL (011-52) (987) 20663/20627 
P.O. Box 289, Cozumel, Q. Roo, Mexico 77600. U.S. 800/847-5708 
Beachfront dive resort, complete facilities with a professional » 

staff. 15 years experience catering to the serious diver. 


HOUSE FOR RENT—COZUMEL 

Rex Walker, 3100 Airport Road, Boulder, CO 80301 
3 bedroom houses, one bedroom cottages, luxury furnished 
from $200/week, maids, A/C/car, scuba guide. 


MARISLA Il, LA PAZ, B.C. 

13035 Via Grimaldi, Del Mar, CA 92014 
Luxury diving in the Sea of Cortez (see Dec. ’85 Undercurrent). 
Unlimited diving aboard 121’ ship, 8 dbl. staterooms, xint. food. 


MAYA DIVERS, in Cozumel, PADI facility 987/21615 (Mexico) 
Fast boats—custom dives—airport hosting. Total packages: Air- 
selected hotels—diving. U.S. Rep: Fantasia Dive & Travel 
800/348-9101 US and/or 504/899-8687 Louisiana. 


MULEGE DIVERS 

Madero #45, Mulege, Baja, California Sur, Mexico 
Guided underwater tours, air, service, equipment 
rental and sales. PADI certification classes. 


TONY TATE’S COZUMEL UNDERWATER VIDEO SERVICE 

P.O. Box 30, Cozumel, Q. Roo, Mexico DIVERS! What's the 
best souvenir from Cozumel? An U/W Video of your dives. Call for 
demos. & appts. U/W video camera rentals available. (987) 2-14-44. 


MICRONESIA 


BLUE LAGOON DIVE SHOP (Tel. 796) P.O. Box 429, Truk Lagoon, 
E. Caroline 96942. Dv. into WWII history of oper. hailstorm w/ 

Mr. Kimiuo Aisek, world known prof. dvr., witness & founder of 

the wrecks. Compl. svs. w/best in “reef” & “wrecks” dvg. 


BOOK DIRECT WITH REPS. 

Custom packages to Truk, Palau & Ponape. Indiv. & Group packages. 
We handle air, hotels, diving, transfers, etc. Phone USA office 

at Wash. 206/441-3483 or Nat'l 800/247-3483. 

DIVE TRUK and/or PALAU 

Superb live-aboard or hotel-based dive adventures. 
U.S. agent designs your special tour. 

50 Francisco St, 205A, San Francisco, CA 94133 
MICRONESIA AQUATICS OF TRUK LAGOON 

P.O. Box 57, Truk Lagoon, E. Caroline Islands 96942 
Individual & group tours arranged. Professional guides 
for diving & U/W photography. Complete dive services. 
MICRONESIAN YACHTS CO., LTD. (670) 6830/6843; Tix: 783630 
P.O. Box 949, Saipan, Marianas 96950. | Ansrback: ABOGADOS MN 
Dive & sail remote & uninhabited islands of Micronesia incl. 

Palau, Northern Marianas on maxi racing schooner ‘New World’. 

THE VILLAGE 797 
P.O. Box 339, Ponape, Micronesia 96941. Telex: 6803 
Resort hotel, restaurant, tours, spectacular diving, 

private thatched bungalows with waterbeds, fabulous food. 

TRUK SCUBA DIVE CENTER (TSDC) 

c/o Hans Wiliander, P.O. Box 747, Moen, Truk, E.C. Is. 96942 
Complete dive center, tours, boats, guides, 

equipment. 


NETHERLANDS ANTILLES 


(987) 2-02-80 


303/442-0258 


619/755-0375 


415/434-3400 








LEROY FRENCHS’ OCEAN EXPLORERS 
Simpson Bay, St. Maarten, Dutch West Indies 
Complete dive shop. NAUI Instruction. 25 Years Experience. 
Air fills, rentals, daily dive trips, groups. 


MAHO DIVE CENTER 

Mullet Bay Resort, Saint Maarten, Neth. Ant., D.W.I. 
Good diving, fine dining, casinos, discos, shopping 
NAUI/PADI; VISA/MC; dive, relax, enjoy sunny St. Maarten. 

PETER HUGHES U/W CURACAO 800/367-3484, 607/277-3484 
Peter Hughes Diving/Divi Hotels, 520 W. State St., Ithaca, NY 14850 
Located at Curacao Seaquarium. Miles of unspoiled underwater 
beauty. Peter Hughes staff & inst./custom dive boats/photo lab. 


SABA DEEP N.V.—ADVANCED DIVE CENTER 011-599-4-3347 
P.O. Box 22, Saba, Netherlands Antilles, Dutch West Indies 

Saba’s Original Dive Shop. PADI/NAUI Instructors 

“You've dived the rest, now dive the best.” 

SEA SABA DIVE CENTER 1-800-541-2255 tone 774-9000 
Windwardside, Saba, Netherlands Antilles 011-599-4-2246 
Full svs. Diving most beautiful reefs in Caribbean. Deluxe 

accom. on hillside 1,200 ft. above sea level. Tiny, quiet paradise. 


PH: 011-599-545252 


011-599-54-4387 





PAPUA NEW GUINEA 


JAIS ABEN RESORT PTY. LTD. 82-3311 





P.O. Box 105, Madang, Papua New Guinea Tix: NE82716 
Dive coral reefs & WWII wrecks within 15 min. of resort. 


Complete packages, 3 boat dives daily, NAUI facility. 


RABUAL DIVE & TOUR SERVICES Telex: KAIVUNA 92982 
P.O. Box 1128, Rabual E.N.B., Papua New Guinea 

Combine the superb setting & reefs of Walindi Resort 

with the exciting WW II Wrecks of Rabaul. 


TROPICAL DIVING ADVENTURES PTY. LTD. 257429 
P.O. Box 1644, Boroko, Papua New Guinea Tix: NE22380 
66’ charter dive vessel, 36’ dive launch, NAUI Pro Facility. 

Bob & Dinah Halstead, Papua New Guinea's sport diving specialists. 





PUERTO RICO 





CARIBBEAN SCHOOL OF AQUATICS, INC. Since 1963 
Captain Greg Korwek, NAUI Instr. #166 809/728-6606 
La Concha Hotel, Box 4195, San Juan, PR 00905 809/723-4740 


Best boat diving, scuba instruction, sailing charters. 


CARIBE AQUATIC ADVENTURES 809/721-0303 ext. 3447 
Caribe Hilton Int’l, P.O. Box 1872, San Juan, Puerto Rico 00903 

Best reef dvg. in San Juan. NAU! & PADI instr., sales. Enclosed 

reef & cave dive areas (right at hotel). 4 dives daily. 


CORAL HEAD DIVERS at PALMAS DEL MAR 809/850-7208 
Box CUHF, Humacao, P.R. 00661. Complete Scuba facility 

including two custom built motor vessels. Exquisite Diving 

plus a great variety of other activities at a unique resort. 

PARGUERA DIVERS TRNG. CTR. 809/899-4171 
Box 514, Lajas, P.R. 00667 

Discover the magic of a virgin world at a secluded resort. 

Great Accommodations—Dive Packages—Pro Shop. 





RED SEA 


DIVE SUDAN, SHARM-EL-SHEIKH 

Superb live-aboard dive cruises; 2-18 divers 

U.S. agent for local dive operators. 

50 Francisco St., 205A, San Francisco, CA 94133. 





415/434-3400 


LADY JENNY V 404/922-1155 USA; UK: 0789-763645 
Red Sea Adventures. In 5th year of continuous operations 

from Sharm-el-Sheikh. 32 departures/year w/AC comfort. Unlimited 
diving, biggest selection of dive sites offered, British crew. 


LUCKY DIVERS—The Best Way Into The RED SEA Since Moses! 
Moriah Hotel, Eilat, 88000, Israel. Tel. 059-75749. Tlx: 7761 TRET IL. 
Dive Red Sea to Ras Muhammad on lux. yacht ‘SUELLYN’, 78’ 
Hotel pkg./2 Dvs. $44/day. PADI, CMAS, NAUI Dive courses avail. 


LUCKY DIVERS—The Best Way Into The RED SEA Since Moses! 
Ultimate Dive Adventure! Boat safari to Ras Muhammad. 
Dive/Hotel Pkg. avail. Daily Guided Dives, Modern Dive Shop. 
CANADA: Call Mr. Sapina—Quebec 514-461-0110. Tix: 055 61607. 


RED SEA DIVERS, SHARM DIVING, AQUAMARIN, Sharm-el-Sheikh 
768385. Dahab Diving Tel. Nuweiba Diving 768832. Tlx: 94002 - 
OHTEG UN. HO. 32 Sabry Abu Alam St., Cairo 770200-770301 
Diving, eg. lab, windsurf, glass bottom boat, safari, hotels. 

RED SEA SPORTS CLUB Tel.: 059-79685/76569 
King Solomon's Palace & Caravan Hotel 

Equip., sales, courses, introductory dives, boats, U/W photo, 
water-ski, windsurfing, seafari & more. 


SOLOMON ISLANDS 


DIVE SOLOMONS (Anuha/Uepi) & VANUATU 

Virgin reefs/fantastic wrecks/sheer dropoffs from resorts. 
U.S. agent for local dive operators. 

50 Francisco St. 205A, San Francisco, CA 94133. 


415/434-3400 


ISLAND DIVE SERVICES, LTD. 22103 
P.O. Box 414, Honiara, Solomon Islands 

Dive the WWII Wrecks of Guadalcanal & The Walls 

& Reefs of the South Pacific. Full Facil. Tix: HQ66315. 


SOUTH PACIFIC 


CORALHEAD DIVING Hdqtrs.—Box 211, Nuku'alofa, Tonga-Ph. 22176. 
Full Dive Shops at Royal Island Resort. 27’ 110hp 

‘African Queen’, 17’ 55hp ‘White Knuckles’ to serve you. PADI 
Training Facil. USD Auth. Dealer, Full Rntls. & Clean Air. 


DIVE FlJl and TAHITI 415/434-3400 
Taveuni, Qamea, Ste Reta, Manihi, Rangiroa, Kaveka. 

U.S. agent for custom designed vacations. 

50 Francisco St., 205A, San Francisco, CA 94133. 

OCEAN VOYAGES 415/332-4681 


1709 Bridgeway, Sausalito, CA 94965 Telex: 470561 SAIL Ul 
Dive fabulous Cocos Island, 12 days $1,595 per person. 
Also Galapagos/Tahiti/BVI/Philippines for groups 4-10. 


SAM'S DIVE SHOP, Box 516, Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799 
Dive a remote, unspoiled Pacific Island, 684-699-9417, 699-1317 
$490/wk complete, 2 dives/day, all food, lodging, kids-free. 
Non-divers $330/wk, excellent free snorkeling, beautiful beaches. 


TONGA—Fantastic, unique & pure virgin diving. Mammoth 
cave systems, dropoffs, 200+ feet average visibility. 
Air/land/dive packages. Tropical Adventures, 170 
Denny Way, Seattle, WA 98109. Nat'l (800) 247-3483. 





THAILAND 


TLX. 65543 PKDIVER TH 
Tel. (076)215738 


PHUKET DIVERS CO., LTD. 

7/70 Poonpon Rd., Phuket 83000 Thailand 
Snorkeling, diving equipment rentals, boat charters, 
sailing trips with 73’ DIANA to Pipi & Similan Isl. 


SEAFARI|—largest dive cntr. in $.E.A’s major fun resort 038/419060 
Pattaya Beach Resort, Thailand Cable: ROGADEN Tix: 85909 TH 
PADI 5 Star Instr Devi Center/All level certs/11 specs, 1st aid/CPR 
Tropical/wreck dives. Sls., svs., rentals, pure air, windsurf, accom. 


SUBMARINE DIVERS Intern. Diving Center, Kata-Karon Beach 
P.O. Box 101, 83000 Phuket/Thailand, Tlx: 69513 SHPSERV 
Diving Tours & Expeditions 1-7 days, 2 Dive-Boats (65 ft.) 
PADI Training Facility, write now for free color brochure. 


TURKS & CAICOS 


THIRD TURTLE INN 

Providenciales, Turks & Caicos Islands 

A small resort in a class by itself. PADI dive shop. 3 
dive boats, group rates avail. gourmet dining, luxurious accom. 

SEA DANCER, PETER HUGHES DIVING 800/367-3484, 607/277-3484 
Peter Hughes Diving/Divi Hotels, 520 W. State St. Ithaca, NY 14850 
Live-aboard 110’ spacious floating dive resort. Unlimited diving/on- 
board compressors & photo lab. 6 night pkgs. out of Grand Turk. 








800/323-7600 
312/655-5678 





U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 


AQUA ACTION 809/775-6285 
P.O. Box 12138, Charlotte Amalie, St. Thomas, USVI 00801 

Scuba, Instruction, windsurfing. Custom dive & snorkeling 

tours with personality! Boutique, sales and service. 


CARIBBEAN SEA ADVENTURES 

P.O. Box 3015, Christiansted, St. Croix, USVI 00820 

4 Dive boats to walls, drop offs, Buck Island Natl. Park. 
Individuals or groups, package rates available. 


CHRIS SAWYER DIVING CENTER 

41-6-1 Estate Frydenhoj, St. Thomas, USVI 00801 
Full svs. NAUI pro facility, personal svs., quality guaranteed, 

cruise ship pick-up at dock. Send for VI diving info. packet. 
CINNAMON BAY WATERSPORTS CENTER 809/776-6458 
P.O. Box 720, St. John, USVI 00830 

PADI Certified Instruction, Shipwreck, Reef Dives, 5 day 

accomm. and diving, $400 per person, includes all equip. 


809/773-6011 


809/775-7320 


CONDOS FOR RENT 800/874-0009 
St. Thomas, St. Croix, Cayman, Hawaii, Keys. 

Over 800 privately owned units, 1-3 bedrooms. 

Moderate to luxury. 

CRUZ BAY WATERSPORTS CO., INC. 809/776-6234 


P.O. Box 252, St. John, U.S.V.I. 00830 
PADI Pro Facility, full service store, instruction, dive pkgs. 
Daily reef and wreck dives, wreck of “Rhone” every Thursday. 


DIVE EXPERIENCE, INC. 809/773-3307 
P.O. Box 4254, Christiansted, St. Croix, USVI 00820 

40’ Dive Boat, wall dives! Night dives. 24 hour number. Hotel 
Packages, Introductory dives—PADI—NAUI-SSI. 
JOE VOGEL DIVING CO.—EX—UDT 

P.O. Box 7322, St. Thomas, USVI 00801 
Oldest cert'd diving school in USVI. Joe conducts all scuba instr., 
day, night, wreck dives & snorkel tours. U/W photo. Pers. service. 


Center: 809/775-7610 


REEF DIVERS 

P.O. Box 9531, St. Thomas, Virgin Islands 00801 

40' Glass Bottom Dive Boat. Scuba instr., guided tours, 
snorkeling, sailing, other island tours, car rentals. 


SAIL & DIVE THE U.S. & BRITISH ISLES ON THE EVENTIDE 

A personalized cruise with Capt./Divemaster Bob Even. 
Compressor/Tanks/Dive Gear incl. 7 days: $800 per person 

based on 4 persons. Call free: VI Scuba/Sail 800/524-2005. 

SEA SHADOWS SCUBA 809/778-3850 
P.O. Box 505, Cane Bay, St. Croix, USVI 00820 809/773-1441 
Full service center @ Cane Bay. Air, rentals, sales, instruction 

& tours of spectacular drop-off walls of the north shore. 


1-800-524-2096 


ST. JOHN WATERSPORTS (THE DIVE SHOP) 809/776-6256 
Box 70, St. John, U.S.V.I. 00830 809/776-6042 
Scuba, snorkel, day sail, rentals, air, wreck dives 

and PADI Certification. 

V.|. DIVERS LTD. 809/773-6045 
Pan Am Pavilion, Christiansted, St. Croix, USVI 00820 

Full service dive shop, NAUI & PADI, hotel packages. 

40' dive boat. Diving St. Croix since 1971. 

V.1. DIVING SCHOOLS/SUPPLIES, INC. 809/774-8687 
P.O. Box 9707, St. Thomas, USVI 00801-3400 809/774-7368 


Sales, tours, classes, rentals, repairs, air. 
SSI, NAUI, PADI, YMCA, IDEA: skin diver thru instructor. 


WINDWARD ISLANDS 


= 2 eee Pee | 
ANSE CHASTANET SCUBA ST. LUCIA 800/328-5285 
P.O. Box 216, Soufriere, St. Lucia, West Indies Telex: 0398/6370 
Dive packages, accom., bars, restaurant, snorkel, resort courses, 


air, rentals. Complimentary windsrf., sail, tennis. 809/454-7354/5 
DIVE ST. VINCENT 809/458-4714 
P.O. Box 864, St. Vincent, West Indies 809/457-4409 


Diving with a personal touch. Full service shop, NAUI, PADI, 
NASE, CMAS. Non-cattle boat diving. Dive packages available. 


HOW DO YOU REACH 
937,000 
TRAVELING DIVE & SCUBA 
ENTHUSIASTS WHO 
HAVE MONEY TO 
SPEND, FOR AS LITTLE 
AS $33 A MONTH? 


RUN A 4-LINE LISTING IN OUR 
“DIVER’S DIRECTORY” SECTION. 


“Diver's Directory” is the perfect advertising 
medium for scuba shops, retail stores, scuba 
instructors, repair shops and diving schools. 


TO PLACE YOUR 
ORDER CALL 
TOLL-FREE 


800/231-4053 


(U.S. only/outside California) 


VISA and 
MASTERCARD 
ACCEPTED! 


FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 
213/854-2700, 


DON’T LET YOUR 
COMPETITORS STEAL YOUR 
CUSTOMERS AND PROFITS! 

START ADVERTISING 
YOUR STORE OR SCHOOL 
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[Learned About Diving From That 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY MARTY SNYDERMAN 


Gestion: were absolutely superb as we 
loaded the skiff. There were no clouds in 
the sky and we were enjoying a moderate 
westerly breeze. The Pacific was iridescent 
blue. From the stern of the Baja Explorador | 
could see details on the bottom some 120 plus 
feet below. 

We were anchored at San Benedicto Island, 
approximately 220 miles south of land’s end at 
the southern tip of Mexico’s Baja Peninsula. 
San Benedicto is rarely dived because of her 
remote, exposed location. And, we had not 
been disappointed. Howard Hall and | had en- 
joyed some exceptional dives, having handfed 
a number of large diamond stingrays, filmed 
manta rays, sharks, dolphins, turtles, amber- 
jack and a variety of beautiful reef fishes. 

This dive was to be the last of our trip and 
| wanted it to be one |’d remember. Once 
again, the waters of San Benedicto would not 
disappoint me. We decided to dive a wash 
rock off the northeast point of the island. The 
dive site was about a 30 minute skiff ride from 
the Explorador. Along the way | noticed the 
wind had picked up, but it was still out of the 
west, and | never gave it another thought. 

As soon as the skiff stopped, Howard and | 
were over the side. The first thing we did was 
take some bait down in a goodie bag and an- 
chor it to the reef to attract some stingrays. 
During the descent | noticed a slight surface 
current, but it dissipated at about 20 feet. 

Howard and | placed the bait and then 
moved off to the side where we waited quietly. 
After a few minutes we spotted three large 
diamond stingrays milling around on the reef 
below. We decided to drop down and see if 
we could feed them. We did, and then coerced 
them up onto a shallow ledge where we con- 
tinued to pose with the rays for each other. Af- 
ter about 35 minutes we were running low on 
air and bottom time and it was time to end our 
dive. During our ascent a weight that had been 
used to help secure the bait bag came free 
and dropped to the bottom. Howard dived 
down to retrieve it. | was hanging in midwater 
waiting for him to catch up when out of no- 
where came a pair of manta rays. | looked at 
Howard to see if he had spotted the rays. He 
had, so off we went for one last moment with 
those majestic creatures. 

Before swimming after the rays, | glanced 
up to see if | was below the skiff. No problem, 
it was directly to the west about 20 yards 
away. However, in my excitement | neglected 
the current, which had picked up considera- 
bly. Howard and | swam with the mantas until 
we were nearly out of air, then surfaced. 


Adrift In Baja 


As soon as we hit the surface | realized the 
flat glass of early morning had vanished with 
the rising winds. Surface conditions made be- 
ing on top of the water uncomfortable to say 
the least. | remember thinking | would only 
have to be in the surface chop for a couple of 
minutes until Miguel, our skiff driver, spotted 
us. Little did | Know. Howard and | saw the skiff 
and yelled to Miguel. He did not react. We yell- 
ed again and got the same result. By then | 
saw we were losing ground in our attempt to 
swim back to the skiff as the wind had kicked 
up the surface current to a strength that was 
more than we could overcome. 

We also realized the wind was blowing into 
our faces: No matter how loudly we yelled, Mi- 
guel was not going to be able to hear us. By 
that time we had drifted well beyond the ex- 


posed part of the wash rock and the nearest 
land was the eastern tip of the island—at least 
one-half mile away. To reach the island we 
would have to navigate across the steadily 
building current. | wasn’t at all sure we could 
make it. 

Having dived with Miguel all week, | Knew he 
would be aware we had to be nearing the end 
of our dive. As | rose on the crest of the now 
white capping waves to signal him, | could, in 
fact, see him searching for us. Relieved, | 





thought to myself, ‘““Thank goodness this is 
over. |'ll be smarter next time.’’ | waited a few 
minutes for Miguel to drive the skiff to us, but 
he did not. Whenever | could, | would get up 
on top of a wave. | could see the skiff going 
around in tight circles near the wash rock. | 
could see Miguel looking right at me, but not 
reacting. His hand was shading his eyes, but 
he continued to miss me. | turned to say some- 
thing to Howard and was suddenly blinded by 
the intense glare from the reflection of the sun. 
Instantly | realized that even though Miguel 
was looking right at us, he could not see us 
because of the glare. As | turned back toward 
the skiff, | saw Miguel throw the anchor over 
the side. 

At that moment | understood the combina- 
tion of wind, current and glare had created a 
situation for which | was totally unprepared. | 
suddenly experienced that spine tingling sen- 
sation that says: “You blew it. Whatever hap- 
pens you deserve it.”’ In my mind’s eye | envi- 
sioned a world map. | knew if Howard and | 
weren't able to swim to the island, the next 
point of land was mainland Mexico, at least 
200 miles away. | had put myself in a situation 
where either | was going to be able to reach 
the island because | was lucky or | was going 
to drift in the open sea for the rest of my life. 
No matter how short that life proved to be, it 
was going to be several hours longer than | 
cared for. 

By that time | had no idea where Howard 
was. We had gotten separated in the chop and 
| did not Know if he was upwind or downwind 
from me. | spun around a few times and in 
case Howard was downwind, | began to yell 
that | was heading for the island. 

As | headed toward the beach | discovered 
reaching it was going to be easier than | had 
expected. The point of the island extended far- 
ther out than | had realized. But | also knew 
that | was going to be able to reach the island 
simply because | was lucky. 

Obviously we survived the dive, even 
though | got crushed by a set of large breakers 
as | reached the island after a long and tiring 
swim. After an hour or so Miguel spotted us on 
the beach and picked us up. Once | got back 
to the boat | sat down and had a long conver- 
sation with a humbled old pro—myself. | sat 
and thought about current, wind, sun and luck. 
And, | thought about the difference in things | 
said to students as opposed to things | was 
smart enough to do. |! looked out at the 
churning sea and wondered where I'd be if | 
hadn't been lucky. | vowed from that day on to 
swim upcurrent at the beginning of my dives 
and to pay attention to even slight changes in 
weather and water conditions—just like my in- 
structor had told me to. ~# 
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Finally there’s a 
wetsuit designed 
—_—— to make you look 
— | good and keep 
= you warm at the 
same time. 
Our new, entic- 
ing Hot Bod™ suits — 
and Hot Hand™ 
gloves, Hot Head™ 
Hoods and Hot Feet™ 
boots — are specially 
designed to keep the 
water out. And your 
nice, warm body heat in. 
They're easy to slip 
in to and out of. And, 
of course, their innova- 
tive styling ts living proof 
of our commitment to 
constantly improve and 
enhance our products. 
After all, we’ve been mak- 
ing quite a splash with our 
wetsuits for years. We just 
decided to heat things 
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The look. The dash. The flash. From 


top to bottom, Tabata makes professional 
o[-Xelm col elle) el “MV ZiUMon sel meme liUiare} 

Snorkels that go from airy blue to 
breathtaking yellow and feature swivel 
mouthpieces made of crystal clear silicone. 
Masks that surround your eyes with color 
and kiss your face with a comfortable 
double feather edged skirt. Fins in yellow, 
blue, black and explosive pink to power you 
through the water. 


Tabata. The depth of fashion. 
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2380 MIRA MAR AVE., LONG BEACH BUSINESS aaNiias elle BEACH, CALIFORNIA 90815. USA. TLX: 3496266 TABATAUSA TRNC. TABATA USA, INC, A SUBSIDIARY OF TABATA CO, LTD, JAPAN. 
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